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The significance of this day is not lost on Conde Nast CEO Charles Townsend. He 
arrived at one World Trade Center around 9:30 a.m. to join nearly 200 of the anticipated 
3,400 employees already at work inside. They are the first to start work in this 104 story 
building, the tallest in the Western Hemisphere and the one that replaces what terrorists 
destroyed.  

"A terrific day for Lower Manhattan, a wonderful day for New York City and an 
absolutely great day for Conde Nast,” said Conde Nast CEO Charles Townsend. 

"Their presence embodies the idea that our way of life, our determination to carry on, to 
write, to create, to speak our minds will not be stilled or cowed by the evil that visited us 
that dark day 13 years ago,” said Jessica Lappin, president of the Downtown Alliance. 

Conde Nast has leased floors 20 through 44, which is 1.2 million square feet of space.  

With the death and destruction that reigned at this site years ago not far from most New 
Yorkers minds, security was a top priority when building this skyscraper. The glass 
facade masks the safety measures in place, both seen and unseen. Inside you'll find 
security guards in every direction any you look.  

"One World Trade Center is the safest office building ever built. It is prepared for any 
eventuality natural or man-made. It has the latest and greatest in safety and security,” 
said Jordan Barowitz of the Durst Organization. 

"We give this back to New York as a gift. A gift of remembrance of the people we lost 
that fateful day but also of the wonder of how people pull together to make such a 
wonderful thing, a wonderful structure in their memory,” said Steve Plate, the director of 
World Trade Construction. 

One World Trade is about 60 percent leased with other companies set to move in in 
January. Real estate executives say that is good for any speculative building, 
particularly one built at the site of this country's biggest terrorist attack. 
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