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By Steve Strunsky 

For months, the sculptural exterior of Spanish architect Santiago Calatrava's Oculus 
atop the World Trade Center transportation hub has been the most distinct visual 
element of the redeveloped trade center site, perched like a giant white bird in a forest 
of glass office towers. 

Soon, commuters will be able to experience the vaulting, sun-lit interior of the Oculus, a 
modern cathedral of mass transit intended to elevate the spirits of 250,000 daily PATH 
and subway riders, in the same vein as the vast Main Concourse at Grand Central 
Terminal or theold Pennsylvania Station, demolished in 1963.  

A spokeswoman for the Port Authority of New York and New Jersey, Erica Dumas, said 
during a recent tour that the Oculus would open to the public "sometime this year." In 
the meantime, she said, possibly next month, commuters will be able to glimpse the 
upper reaches of its soaring interior above the plywood walls of a temporary walkway 
linking the PATH platforms with entrances to the $3.9 billion transportation hub at Vesey 
and Liberty Streets.  

The interior of the Oculus is made up of huge steel rafters, or "ribs," that arch up to a 
long central skyline 160 feet above the floor. The space has been likened to both 
a Gaudi cathedral naive and a roast turkey stripped to the bone. The belly of a 
gargantuan whale and a narrow sports arena also come to mind. Like the concourses 
and mezzanine areas throughout the transportation hub, the rafters will be painted 
white, to match the Italian marble floor.  
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The base of the Oculus, an oval with the same length and width as a football field, will 
be left wide open to allow freedom of movement for rushing commuters -- PATH 
platforms are at the Western end of the space, while the New York City Subways are to 
the east = and to accommodate events like fashion shows, fundraisers and even 
concerts, officials said. 

The steel rafters reach lengths of over 200 feet, extending beyond the glass ceiling of 
the Oculus and curving outward, to form the structure's wing-like exterior. They are 
made of 610 pieces of steel, weighing an average of 20 tons each.  

In between the rafters, workers are midway through the installation of more than 700 
glass panels measuring an average of 50 square feet each. The panels make up the 
transparent ceiling of the Oculus, which is meant to bath commuters in sunlight during 
the day, and at night dazzle people outside with a blanched glow from within the lighted 
white transit hall.  

Using a set of temporary platforms suspended from the center of the ceiling, workers 
are installing a long central skylight that, from certain angles, frames the 1,776-foot One 
World Trade Center tower located nearby. 

The skylight is what gives the Oculus its name. In Byzantine or Neoclassical 
architecture, an oculus is an opening in the center of a domed roof, to let the sun shine 
in.  

The oval circumference at the base of the Oculus will be ringed by high-end retail 
shops, which will also also line the concourses of the transportation hub. 

Dumas said boldface names who have toured the site ahead of time included Woody 
Allen and his wife, Soon-Yi Previn. 

"He was taking selfies," Dumas said. "He was speechless. She was speechless. Well, 
she said, personally, she can't wait to come down here and shop." 

Hints of the grandeur to come are already visible. A new Platform B and mezzanine 
level for World Trade Center PATH trains opened earlier this month, with escalators, 
marble floors, sculptural beams and bright lighting. 

Dave Pompey, a 40-year-old resident of Yonkers, N.Y., was spraying fireproofing 
material on unfinished surfaces in the Oculus one afternoon this week when he paused 
to give his opinion of the space. Pompey, a native of  St. Vincent in the Caribbean, said 
it reminded him of beautiful, modern soccer stadium. He said the main concourse of 
Grand Central Terminal paled in comparison to the Oculus. 

"Gorgeous," he said. "I can't really say. But it's breathtaking." 
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