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SZAFERMANLAiOND BLUMSTEIN & BLADBR, P.C. 
Daniel S. SfvreetBor.Esquiie {I)S445S) 
101 Qrovers Mill Road, Suite 200 
LawrenocviHo, NJ 08648 
(609) 275-0400 
(609)275-4511 FAX 

Attorneys for Plflfntifî  
TJNITEa) STATES DISTRICT CX)URT 

Hisnacr OFNEW JERSEY 

iaANI«AH SHOSTACK, 

Pbdndf^ 

v s . . . ,-,. • . . ; i ' • . , ; , . 

pOBi-AxirapRfe^ 

NEWyOBK ANEW JERSEY, 

Defimdant 

NO. 

COMPLAINT 
AND J€RY DEMAND 

Plaintiff Hannnh Shostaok. fat $ier .coii^Iaint agatost deiKidQiit Fort Authority of New 

Yoik & New Jersey states: 

INTRODUCTION 

Plaintiff Haimali Shostadk is a former eoiployee of Hie defendant Port Aufiiozity of Now 

York.& New JereeyCToit Anfli<pit/0- Oa August-U.^WO, planitiff was iofiinnBd that she 
\ ' i •; i i . . . . • . , : • • -•• • - " , • : . 

was being discharged wi&out notioe or cause due to the sQegad *'eIiimnatioD of bar position." 

The reason given fbr the Port AufliDrity's discharge of plaintiff is a pretext The true reason 

plaintiff was disch8i;ged is fliat she is not affiliated wi& &e Rê mbHcan Party and/or the 

admimstratioo of RepobUoan Oovemor Chris. Chnstie t̂ ial took .office on Jannary 19,2010. 

The position held by plaintiff at Qm time of her discharge did not requzre a polillcal 

afBliation. The Port Aufhorit/B ^scharge of plahitiff based on her poetical afSliatlon violated 
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tier zigjat to firee speech and her rigfat to political association as guaranteed by (he First and 

Fouiteenth Amendments to the United States Constitution, and therefibre violated 42 U.S.CA, § 

I9S3. Plaintiff brings this ao^n to redress &9 iHegal and unoonsffftitfonal acts conmiitted 

against her by the Port Anfliority. 

JPRISDICnOWAM>VEWTO 

Pursuant to 28 V.S.C.A. § 1331, Dus Court has subjbct matter jurisdiction over tMs action 

because it involves a fedsret question arising under &e Fh^ and Fourteenth Amendments to the 

United States Gonstitutton. and 42 U.S.CU. f 1983. Venue is proper in tiiis District because 

defendant is partiaiiJy located and does substantial, business. in New. Jersey, plaintiff was 

emplcryedin NewJOT^ey and all of tiic w;1q and^E^nsactifms giving rise to the ylolstions of taw 

oomplainpd.ofocsraTedtnthffPistiiotofNe^Jersey. - . . • •« 

EPRST COUNT 

1. Defendant Port Au^iori^ ofilfeWvYQrif&^New Jersey is the creation of an 

interstate compaot between the states of Nisw Yoik.and New - Jersey Assigned to opcnte^ oversee 

and maintain most of the transportation infiastiuoture in and about the Ports of New York and 

. Ncw.Jerscy.. .. . < : , - . . . 

2> The Port Authority is hoadquartered.Bt ̂ 5 Jprk Avenue South in New. York Qty 

aud has multq)Ie offices and.business bcatJons,-ni,New .Jen9e)\ iochiding Newailc Liberty 

IntCB3iational Aiiport andPflTt Newadt-EKzabeth Marine Teiniiiial.. 

3. In the spring of 2009, plaintiff JIeim{ih-.£!ho3tack was hired by the Port Authority 

in its OfBce of.Strategio Initiatives as .the Liaison, betw^eu the. Port Au&ority and the City of 

Nowaric^-.., .. -.1. . .-
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4. PlaindS was hired on &6 lecaaaneodafion of fbzmear Port Antiumty Deputy 

IMrector, Susan Bass Levin who felt that plaintiffs 25 years of impeccable public service, 

education and experience made her a per&ct fit &r tiie position. Ms. Bass Lavin is afffTfated wl& 

and a prominent political figure in the Democratio Party. 

5. On Januacy 19. 2010, Repoblioan New Jersey Govemoi C3nis Christio took 

oSce. 

6. At aU relevant times, plaintiff was not aJSliated with &e Rcpublioan Party or the 

new administration of Governor Christie. 

7. Plaintiff 8 po8i)ipn\^d& ̂  Port Aijthpri^ did not require herto be a^Usted wiOi 

anypoUticalpartyortlM ad^nxnotrotion in controto^sw Jersey's state, govspnnept.. , 

. .8. , . Onorabout August U>2P-lO,pt&iiUiffwes.in:^at&8fl;&fithQrpodtion.^ 

eliminated and that.̂ hP'y/ouId be disohBzgqd.. ; - ;i . 

9. Plaintiff questioned the reason fbr i ^ discharge ^ e n (hat.she had on exemplary 

ercq l̂oyment history with tiie Port Autliority and was awaro ftat jnat a monfe prior, fee 

Preliminary 2011 Budget for the Port Authority had been prepared and inchided plaintifPs 

position., In response to plaintiS* a inquiry, her supervisor Cruz RUSSBH informed bar that the 

decision to discharge her came straight from Governor C3mstie*s office and Acre was npfiifng he 

could do-to save herjob. 

10, On cr about the same date .fliat pleiudff was dischargod, several other Port 

Aufliohty employees who also ware not affiliated witii the Republican Party or tiie 

administralion of Governor Christie were discharged .wifliotit notice'or cause due to tiie aCoged 

"elimination" of their positiQas as. well Itis bdieved and Ihats&re aUeged &at the decision to 

discharge the other employees was also, made by GovemorChristie's oflSoe.. 

3 
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11. The reason given by tfae Pgrt Authority £br pltuntifi's disduirge is a pretext Hie 

real and motivBting reason for ̂ aa Port Autfumty'B decision to discharge plaintiff was her lack of 

affiliation ^oth &e RcpubHoan Party aud/or the administration of Governor Clmstie. 

12. Tlie Port Authority's discharge of plaintiS constitutes political affiliation 

discriminHtion in violation of plaiutifrs rig^ to firee speech and her right to fiee political 

.association as guaranteed by Ihe First and Fourteenth AmrmtimRntfl to tioe Ihnted States 

Constitutioa. 

13. The Port Authority's unconstitutionQ] and illegal discharge of plnfnfiff was in 

ffO88yio\0tioRof42U.S.C.§JP8S. 

14. As a result. of the Port AoQiority's unconstitirtioaal and illegal discharge of 

plaintiff she has suHerud and will in 'Qie fttture suSex ecououiio loss, emotional distraaa, n^ntal 

injury and other damages. 

WHEREFORE, plaintiff Hannah Shostack demands judgment against the defendant 

Fort Au^iority New York Sc New Jerscfy g)r compensatory damages, punitive damages. Interest, 

statutory attameys* fees and costs, and all other relief fliat file CotnC deems eqdtahle and just 

SZAFERMAN LAKIND BLUMSTEIN & BLADER, P.C. 
Attoraeys for PIaintt£& 

DATED: January 11,2011 

DANIBLlS. SWBBTSKR 
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