Clark Legal Services
10 Huron Ave, Suite 1M

Jersey City, NJ 07306
(202) 368-5435 www.pclarklegal.com
December 31, 2013
Executive Officer
Port Authority Police
1 PATH Plaza 03
Jersey City, NJ 07306 10«

Dear Executive Officer:

Would you be kind enough to send me a copy of PATH's policy or regulation governing warrantless
searches of passengers. PATH does not appear to have this on the website, nor have I been able to locate a NJ
regulation. The only thing I found on the website was an "Advisory" stating the following:

To ensure the safety and security of passengers, all carry-on items, such as bags, luggage and
packages, are subject to inspection by The Port Authority of NY & NJ. Any person denied entry

into the system because of refusal to consent to an inspection of a carry-on item, may be
prohibited from attempting to re-enter the system.

Please send a me a copy of the full policy describing the limits and parameters of this type of search.

You can mail it to the above, but if it is easier you can email it, or a link if it is available to
pclark@pclarklegal . com.

Thank you for your cooperation.

Paul A. Clark

TEL /T



THE PORT AUTHORITY OF NY & NJ

FOI Administrator

August 13, 2014

Mr. Paul A. Clark

Clark Legal Services

10 Huron Avenue, Suite 1M
Jersey City, NJ 07306

Re: Freedom of Information Reference No. 14740
Dear Mr. Clark:

This is in response to your December 31, 2013 request, which has been processed under the Port
Authority’s Freedom of Information Code (the “Code”) for "a copy of PATH's policy or
regulation governing warrantless searched of passengers."

Material responsive to your request and available under the Code can be found on the Port
Authority’s website at http://www.panynj.gov/corporate-information/foi/14740-O.pdf. Paper
copies of the available records are available upon request.

Certain material responsive to your request is exempt from disclosure pursuant to exemption (4)
of the Code.

Please refer to the above FOI reference number in any future correspondence relating to your
request.

Very truly yours,

225 Park Aveniue South, 17th FL
New York, NY 10003
7212435 3642 F: 212435 7555



THE PORT AUTHORITY OF NEW YORK & NEW JERSEY

COMMAND ORDER

Command(s) PATH | Date Issued: I'October 9, 2012 |

Issuing Authority: Inspector Louis Koumoutsos | Date Revised: |

Order No: 2012-CO-PATH-75 ' Page(s): 2
BAGGAGE INSPECTION '

J
H

Copy to: M. Fedorko, J. Speziale, C. Dickey, J. Ryan, M. Guarnieri, G. Frank, N, Hardy,
R. Martiniez, S. Rotolo, G. Silva, D. Acque, M. Gardner, L Marrone, Tour
Commander, Desk, Roll Call, LBA, SBA, PBA, DEA, PBB, File

Luggage‘and packages carried by travelers using the PATH system will be subject to inspection
by Port Authority Police. It is important to remember that the sole purpose of the inspection is to
discourage and deter terrorists or other violent criminals from carrying weapons, explosives or
other dangerous items in or on the mass transit system. Locations where bags will be inspected

will be selected on a random basis.

The following guidelines will be utilized Whenever a baggage inspection operation is in place:

e A police supervisor must be present during any mspec’uon of baggage

1gers must be informed by sign or verbal communication (before paying a fare and

@ Passengers
entering the system) that if they proceed beyond a certain point they will be subject to

baggage inspection

A passenger must be permitted to turn away and refuse to be subjected to the bag
inspection, but the passenger will be denied entry into the PATH system.

The inspection will be limited to baggage. (I.e. briefcases, backpacks, shopping bags,
Iuggage, etc.)

Passengers with baggage will be selected at random from these passengers with baugace

based on a pre-selected number. ~ (Exemption 4) ' )

The supervisor assigned to the baggage inspection will document the operation indicating
the date, personnel assigned, the location, time started, time ended, random selection
number and the total number of people who were selected for baggage inspection. This
document should be sent electronically to the Commanding Officer who will maintain a
log of all baggage inspections operations. Based on passenger “back-ups” the supervisor
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on site may elect to increase the random selection number. When this is done, it should

be documented in his report and communicated to the PATH desk.
' : . o E tion 4
Where possible, the inspection area should be in view of a camera. (Exemp )

Passengers not carrying baggage are NOT subject to inspection; everything possible
should be done not to impact their movement through the PATH system. This can be
accomplished with signage, public announcements and prior coordination with civilian

]
'

operations staff, : :

- All inspections will be done in a manner to minimize the intrusion into the privacy rights
of passengers with due regard for the safety of all police officers, other persons and

property involved.

No officer shall rely to any extent upon a person’s race, ethnicity or apparent religious
faith or affiliation in drawing an inference that the person may be involved in criminal
activity, or when making a selection for bag inspection. The selection should be solely
based on the random number designated by the supervisor in charge.

Care should be taken by all officers assigned to this duty to make certain to the greatest
extent practical that the contest of any baggage to be inspected are not revealed to other

member of the public

The inspection of bags shall be limited to an inspection for devices, objects, materials,
substances, or items that could reasonable be used as a weapon to kill or injure people

utilizing the PATH system.

The officer conducting the inspection may where necessary, carefully move, manipulate
or remove as necessary the contents of an article of baggage in order to reveal and expose

to view the items contained in the bag.
Ensure that all police officers assigned to conduct baggage inspections are familiar with

these guidelines.
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PATH Police Command



