
 

 
GOETHALS BRIDGE REPLACEMENT 

 
RICHMOND COUNTY, NEW YORK 

AND  
THE CITY OF ELIZABETH, UNION COUNTY, NEW JERSEY

 
HISTORIC ARCHITECTURAL RESOURCE STUDY

NEW JERSEY
REVISED REPORT

VOLUME II
APPENDICES

 
 
 
 
Prepared  For: 
The United States Coast Guard
 
 
Project Applicant: 
The Port Authority of New York and New Jersey  
 
 
 
 
 
Prepared  By: 
The Louis Berger Group, Inc./Parsons Brinkerhoff JV 
 
 
July 2008 
 



 

GOETHALS BRIDGE REPLACEMENT
RICHMOND COUNTY, NEW YORK

AND
THE CITY OF ELIZABETH, UNION COUNTY, NEW JERSEY

NYSOPRHP # 04PR03162
NJHPO # I2007-225

Volume II 
Appendices

HISTORIC ARCHITECTURAL RESOURCE STUDY
NEW JERSEY

REVISED REPORT
 
 
 
 
 
 

Prepared  For: 
The United States Coast Guard 

 
Project Applicant: 

The Port Authority of New York and New Jersey 
 
 
 
 
 

Prepared  By: 
The Louis Berger Group, Inc./Parsons Brinkerhoff JV 

 
Deborah Baldwin Van Steen 

Susan D. Grzybowski
 
                                               
 
 
 
                                               July 2008
 

 



 

APPENDIX BA 
SECTION 106 CONSULTATION 

DOCUMENTS/CORRESPONDENCES 
 

1. 07/28/04 - SHPO Archaeology Meeting Briefing Package mailed to both NJHPO and NYSOPRHP. 
2. 08/11/04 - Minutes of Archaeology Coordination Meeting with NYSOPRHP. 
3. 08/17/04 - Email from Doug Mackey (NYSOPHRP) approving final minutes of the Archaeology 

Coordination Meeting of August 11th, 2004. 
4. 08/18/04 - Email Mike Gregg (NJHPO) endorsing decisions made at the Archaeology Coordination 

Meeting of August 11th, 2004. 
5. 03/14/05 - NYCLPC Archeology/Historic Environmental Review Form. 
6. 03/21/05 - NYCLPC Archeology/Historic Environmental Review Form. 
7. 04/14/05 - National Park Service-NHRP Letter. 
8. 05/05/05 - Minutes of Coordination Meeting with NJHPO for Historical/Architectural Resources. 
9. 06/17/05 - USCG’s Project Initiation Letters for Section 106 Consultation with both NJHPO and 

NYSOPRHP. 
10. 07/14/05 - NYSOPRHP Response Letter to USCG for the Initiation of Section 106 Consultation. 
11. 07/25/05 - USCG Follow-Up Letter to NYSOPRHP’s Letter of July 14th, 2005. 
12. 10/31/05 - USCG Letter to NJHPO re: Proposed APE for Historical/Architectural Resources and Minutes of 

the Field Visit with NJHPO on October 17th, 2005. 
13. 12/07/05 - NJHPO E-mail to USCG with NJHPO’s Expanded APE for Historical/Architectural Resources. 
14. 03/09/06 - USCG Response Letter to NJHPO with Revised/Final APE and Technical Memorandum on the 

Consideration of the APE for Historical/Architectural Resources. 
15. 07/20/07 - NJHPO Concurrence on Revised/Final APE provided by USCG on March 9th, 2006. 
16. 09/28/07 - NJHPO Review Comments Regarding August 2007 Submission of Archaeological and Historic 

Architectural Reports 
17. 11/16/07 - NYSOPRHP Review Comments Regarding August 2007 Submission of Archaeological and 

Historic Architectural Reports 
18. 05/21/08 - NJHPO Review Comments Regarding December 2007 submission of the revised Historic 

Architecture Report (NJ), April Submission of the Effects Assessment, and Historic Bridge 
Alternatives Analysis Report 

19. 06/04/08 - NYSOPRHP Review Comments Regarding Staten Island Railway Lift Truss Bridge 
20. 07/11/08 - NYSOPRHP Review Comments Regarding April 2008 Submission of the Effects Assessment 
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July 28, 2004 
 

NYSOPRHP 
FSB 
Delaware Avenue 
Cohoes, N.Y. 12047 
 
Att: Doug Mackey, (518) 237-8643 
 
Department of Environmental Protection 
Historic Preservation Office 
4th Floor 
501 East State Street 
Trenton, N.J. 08625-0578 
 
Att: Mike Gregg, (609) 633-2395 
 
Re:  Goethals Bridge Modernization Program Environmental Impact Statement  

SHPO Coordination Meeting Briefing Package 
 
Dear Sir: 
 
On behalf of the U.S. Coast Guard, and in cooperation with the Port Authority of New York and New 
Jersey (PANYNJ), The Louis Berger Group, Inc. / Parsons Brinckerhoff joint venture looks forward to 
meeting with you at the August 11, 2004 SHPO Coordination Meeting (10:00 AM, 115 Broadway, New 
York City, 5th Floor) to discuss the above-mentioned program. As requested, a briefing package, which 
details aspects of the program as well as proposed topics for discussion at the meeting, has been enclosed 
for review in advance of the meeting. 
 
The U.S. Coast Guard has federal regulatory oversight of the Goethals Bridge Modernization Program 
(GBMP) due to its authority under the General Bridge Act of 1946 as amended.  The PANYNJ, the bridge 
owner and program proponent, has proposed replacement of the Goethals Bridge, which links Elizabeth, 
NJ with northwestern Staten Island, NY to address the functional limitations of the 76-year old bridge 
structure. 
 
The Coast Guard is the federal lead agency for the preparation of an Environmental Impact Statement 
(EIS) in accordance with the requirements of the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA).  In the near 
future, a Notice of Intent (NOI) to prepare a Draft EIS will be published in the Federal Register. In order 
to set study parameters and begin collecting baseline data, the consultant team is beginning a preliminary 
data collection effort.  In this regard, we are requesting the cooperation and availability of the SHPO to 
consult with the Coast Guard and members of the consultant team in order to move the NEPA process 
forward as expeditiously as possible. 
 
At the August 11 meeting, we would like to discuss cultural resource issues aimed to: 1) provide the 
agencies with information about the project and the proposed schedule for development of the EIS; 2) 
provide a list of cultural resource data sources to be used in developing the EIS for review and evaluation; 



The Louis Berger Group, Inc. / Parsons Brinckerhoff Joint Venture 
 

100 Halsted Street  East Orange, New Jersey 07018  Tel: 973-678-1960  Fax: 973-672-4284 

3) determine agency concerns and issues to be addressed under NEPA; 4) solicit relevant data that the 
agencies may possess; and 5) obtain guidance as to the likely permits or approvals that would be required.   

 
If you have any questions, please contact either Mark Renna at (973) 678-1960, ext. 485 or Gerry 
Scharfenberger at ext. 770. 

 
Very truly yours, 
      
The Louis Berger Group, Inc. / Parsons Brinckerhoff Joint Venture 

 

 
 

Kenneth J. Hess, P.P., AICP 
Project Manager 
Berger/PB JV 
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ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT STATEMENT 
FOR THE GOETHALS BRIDGE MODERNIZATION PROGRAM 

 
SHPO COORDINATION MEETING  

AUGUST 11, 2004 
AGENDA TOPICS 

 
 
 
1.0 Introductions 
 
 1.1 Purpose of the Meeting 
 
2.0 Project Overview 
 
 2.1 Project Description 
 2.2 NEPA Process and Schedule 
 2.3 Seasonal Field Investigation Schedule 
 
3.0 Cultural Resource Data Sources  
 
 3.1 Data Compiled 
 3.2 Additional Data Agencies May Possess 
 
4.0 Data Collection Plan of Study 
 
5.0 SHPO Agency NEPA Issues 
 
6.0 Permit Guidance 
 
7.0 Next Steps 
 
 7.1 Agency Scoping – September 
 7.2 Environmental Task Force – October 
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ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT STATEMENT 
FOR THE GOETHALS BRIDGE MODERNIZATION PROGRAM 

 
FEDERAL INTERAGENCY COORDINATION MEETING  

JULY 29, 2004 
BRIEFING PACKAGE  

 
 
1.0 Introduction 
 
The U.S. Coast Guard, as the Federal lead agency, and in cooperation with the Port Authority of New 
York and New Jersey (PANYNJ), intends to prepare and circulate a Draft Environmental Impact 
Statement (DEIS) for a proposed new bridge to replace the existing Goethals Bridge crossing the Arthur 
Kill and connecting Staten Island, New York and Elizabeth, New Jersey. This proposed action is 
designated as the PANYNJ’s Goethals Bridge Modernization Program (GBMP). A Coast Guard bridge 
permit authorizing the location and plans for the project, which crosses navigable waters of the United 
States, is required before construction can begin. 
 
The Goethals Bridge provides a direct connection between Staten Island, New York and Elizabeth, New 
Jersey (see Figure 1).  It facilitates mobility between the two States as part of the Port Authority’s 
Interstate Network, comprised of the George Washington Bridge, the Holland and Lincoln Tunnels and 
the three Staten Island Bridges (i.e., Goethals Bridge, Outerbridge Crossing and Bayonne Bridge).  In 
addition, the Goethals Bridge serves as a primary route for traffic traveling along the Interstate 95 corridor 
between north and central New Jersey into Staten Island. The bridge is considered a primary path of travel 
within the Southern Corridor connecting Interstate 278 (the Staten Island Expressway) near Staten Island's 
north shore, with the New Jersey Turnpike (Interstate 95) and U.S. Routes 1 and 9 in New Jersey. 
 
The project proposes to replace the existing Goethals Bridge, which has substandard geometrics and is 
experiencing escalating deterioration that has resulted in safety and reliability concerns.  The design of a 
proposed new facility would reflect current traffic design standards, modern structural and seismic codes, 
national-security safeguards and technology enhancements. It would also add the operational flexibility to 
facilitate future transit-service opportunities.   
 
Based on the information currently available, the Coast Guard has determined that an EIS would be the 
appropriate level of environmental documentation for assessing the potential impacts of the proposed 
project under Section 102(2)(C) of the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) of 1969, as amended. 
 





Goethals Bridge Modernization Program EIS  SHPO Coordination Meeting Briefing Package – Version 1.0 
 
 

 

7/28/2004    
Version 1.0 

3

In addition to the no-build alternative (no-action), the selection of alternatives may include alternative 
alignments within the existing bridge corridor; alternative bridge designs; provision of high-occupancy 
vehicle or express bus lanes; intelligent vehicular highway system options; congestion pricing options; 
consideration of transit alternatives such as potential light rail, commuter rail, bus and/or ferry routes and 
services; as well as all other reasonable alternatives identified by the public. 
 
Potentially significant issues to be evaluated include: impact on existing/future land use within the 
proposed project right-of-way; traffic patterns; threatened and endangered species, and critical habitat; 
historic and archeological resources; wetlands; water quality; noise; air quality; navigation; construction 
impacts; and cumulative impacts. 
 
A formal interagency scoping meeting with federal, state and local agencies is proposed in September 
2004. In addition, public scoping meetings in both Staten Island and Elizabeth are proposed in October 
2004. The dates for the scoping meetings will be announced locally. 
 
2.0 Bibliography of Data Sources 
 
Data have been cataloged and assessed for use in developing the EIS environmental baseline conditions 
reflective of existing conditions within the GBMP study area. These data, along with proposed technical 
studies associated with the GBMP EIS data collection efforts, will be used to establish study area 
environmental conditions and serve as the basis for assessment of potential project impacts. The initial 
bibliography of data collected for this study is presented below. 

 DOCUMENTS 

Borough of Carteret, New Jersey.  Archaeological and Historical Cultural Resources Survey of the Proposed Police 
and Fire Headquarters Site.  November 28, 1977. 

_______. Cultural Resource Reconnaissance: Borough of Carteret Sewer Facility.  March 7, 1977. 

Borough of Carteret and Woodbridge Township, New Jersey.  Stage 1B Cultural Resource Survey of the Proposed 
Route for Sanitary Sewer Connection to the Middlesex County Sewerage Authority.  October 1980. 

Chesler, Olga.  Historic Preservation Planning in New Jersey: Selected Papers on the Identification, Evaluation, and 
Protection of Cultural Resources.  Office of New Jersey Heritage, NJDEP.  1984. 

City of Bayonne, New Jersey.  Stage 1A Cultural Resource Survey for the Hudson County Sewerage Authority 210 
Wastewater Facility Plan -- District II, Bayonne, New Jersey.  June 1978. 

City of Elizabeth, New Jersey.  Archaeological and Historical Cultural Resources Survey of the Proposed Elizabeth 
Flood Control Project.  November 28, 1977. 

_______. Archaeological/Historical Cultural Resources Survey of the Proposed New Point Road Industrial 
Park, Elizabeth, NJ.  August 24, 1978. 

_______. Cultural Resources Survey.  Charles Wyatt Associates.  January 1983.  

_______. Historic Site Survey of Elizabeth, New Jersey.  Heritage Studies.  October 1984; revised September 
1985. 
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_______. Linden Historic Sites Inventory.  Undated. 

City of New York.  City Environmental Quality Review (CEQR) Technical Manual.  December 1993. 

_______. Designations Since The Guide to New York City Landmarks (from 1/92 to 4/94).  New York City 
Landmarks Preservation Commission.  April 14, 1994. 

_______. Guide to New York City Landmarks.  New York City Landmarks Preservation Commission.  1992. 

_______. Staten Island Greenbelt Study: Final Report, Phase One.  Department of City Planning.  February 
1983. 

_______. Visitor's Guide to the Staten Island Greenbelt.  Department of Parks and Recreation.  June, 1986. 

DeLeuw, Cather/Parson & Associates.  Evaluation of the Effect of the Northeast Corridor Improvement Program on 
Historic Structures and Sites Within 500 Feet of Northeast Corridor.  Technical Report Prepared for the U.S. 
Department of Transportation.  March 1979.  

Department of the Interior.  Standards for Rehabilitation and Illustrated Guidelines for Rehabilitating Historic 
Buildings.  U.S. Department of the Interior:  Cultural Resources Preservation Assistance.  1991.  

Hartgen Archeological Associates, Inc.  Cultural Resource Sensitivity Assessment, Newark Bay Composting 
Facilities, New York City Long Range Sludge Management Plan, Town of Northfield, Staten Island, Richmond 
County, New York.  1994. 

Larrabee, Edward McM.  "New Jersey's Cultural Resources: AD 1800-1865" in New Jersey's Archeological 
Resources From the Paleo-Indian Period to the Present:  A Review of Research Problems and Survey Priorities.  
O. Chesler (ed.) Office of Cultural and Environmental Services, NJDEP, Trenton.  pp 220-240.  1982.  

Louis Berger & Associates, Inc. (LBA) Draft Environmental Report, Staten Island Bridges Program. Port Authority 
of New York and New Jersey (XA-1083A).  1992. 

_______. Staten Island Bridges Program Environmental Report.  Submitted to the Port Authority of New York and 
New Jersey - Tunnels, Bridges & Terminals Department.  1990. 

_______. Staten Island Bridges Program Environmental Report.  Submitted to the Port Authority of New York and 
New Jersey.  1992. 

National Parks Service.  Catalog of National Historic Landmarks.  Washington, D.C.:  United States Department of 
the Interior.  1987.  

_______. Addendum. Updated through December 14, 1990.  

New Jersey Department of Environmental Protection.  New Jersey and National Registers of Historic Places As of 
December 31, 1988.  Division of Parks and Forestry, Office of New Jersey Heritage.  1988. 

_______. New Jersey and National Registers of Historic Places:  Printout of Additions Through October 
1992.  Division of Parks and Forestry.  Undated. 

_______. New Jersey and National Registers of Historic Places:  1989 Update.  Division of Parks and 
Forestry.  1989. 

_______. New Jersey and National Registers of Historic Places:  1989-1992 Addendum.  Division of Parks 
and Forestry, Historic Preservation Office.  Undated.   

_______. Union County Historic Sites Inventory. Various authors.  Maintained by NJDEP.  Undated.   
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New York State Office of Parks, Recreation and Historic Preservation.  State and National Register Listings in 
Richmond County.  (As of November 26, 1993).  

Office of Cultural and Environmental Services (NJDEP).  Annotated Bibliography of Cultural Resource Survey 
Reports Submitted to the New Jersey State Historic Preservation Officer.  Trenton, NJ. Volume I:  through 
December 31, 1979; Volume II:  January 1980 through February 1981; Volume III:  March 1981 through March 
1982; Volume IV:  April 1982 through March 1983; Volume V:  April 1983 through April 1985.  

Port Authority of New York and New Jersey  Staten Island Bridges Program:  Environmental Report.  Port 
Authority of New York and New Jersey and Louis Berger and Associates.  April 1992.  

_______. Staten Island Bridges Program:  Goethals Bridge Expansion - Final Draft.  Volumes 1-2.  
Department of Engineering, Design Division, Port Authority of New York and New Jersey.  April 1992.  

Rutsch, Edward S. "New Jersey's Cultural Resources: AD 1865 to the Present" in New Jersey's Archeological 
Resources From the Paleo-Indian Period to the Present:  A Review of Research Problems and Survey Priorities.  
O. Chesler (ed.), Office of Cultural and Environmental Services, NJDEP, Trenton.  pp 241-255.  1982. 

Shaver, Peter D.  The National Register of Historic Places in New York State. The Preservation League of New 
York State.  New York:  Furthermore Press, Rizzoli.  1993. 

Soil System, Inc.  Cultural Resources in the Arthur Kill Waterfront Park Project Area, Elizabeth, N.J.  September 
1991.  

Survey for Prehistoric and Historic Archaeological ... and Historic Sites and Structures:  Route 169 and Route 440 
from the Bayonne Bridge ... to ... Bayview Avenue in Jersey City.  Federal Highway Administration and NJ 
Department of Transportation.  1976. 

The Port of New York Authority.   Preliminary Report on Proposed Bridges to Span the Arthur Kill.  1925 

Venables, Robert W.  "A Historical Overview of Staten Island's Trade Networks."  Proceedings of the Staten Island 
Institute of Arts and Sciences.  34(1):1-24.  1980. 

Vogel, Robert M. and Eric N. Delony.  Aerial Reconnaissance of Historic Structures on the Northeast Corridor.  On 
file, Office of New Jersey Heritage (NJDEP).  Trenton, NJ 1977.  

 MAPS 

Beers, F.W. Atlas of Staten Island.  1874. 

Beers, J. B., & Co. Atlas of Staten Island.  1887. 

Colton, G. W., and C. B. Colton. Map of Staten Island.  1884. 

Geologic Map of New York, Lower Hudson Sheet, New York State Museum and Science Service, Map and Chart 
Series Number 15.  1970. 

Grover & Baker Sewing Machine Company. Map of Staten Island.  1860. 

Robinson, E. Atlas of the Borough of Richmond.  1898. 

Sanborn Map Co. Insurance Maps of Elizabeth, New Jersey.  1889, 1903, 1922, 1950, 1951, 1963, 1970, 1980. 
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_______. Insurance Maps of Staten Island, New York.  1917, 1937, 1951, 1981, 1994. 

Sidney, J. C. Map of Staten Island or Richmond County. M. Dripps, New York.  1850. 

U.S. Geological Survey (USGS) 7.5-min quadrangle maps:  Perth Amboy, NJ-NY, 1956, photorevised 1981; 
Arthur Kill, NY-NJ, 1966, photorevised 1981; and Elizabeth, NJ-NY, 1967, photorevised 1981. 

_______. Staten Island 15' Topographic Quadrangle.  1900/1909.  

Walling, H. F. Map of Staten Island, Richmond County, New York. D. A. Fox, New York.  1859. 

 PHOTOGRAPHS 

Aerial photographs taken by Robinson Aerial Surveys, Inc. 

Current aerial photographs of the study area from the Port Authority of New York & New Jersey 

Current topographic and planimetric maps of the study area from the Port Authority of New York & New Jersey 

Historical aerials of the study area circa mid-1990’s: NJDEP, Port Authority. 

Historical aerial photographs of the study area, circa mid-1990’s from Port Authority of New York & New Jersey 
and the New Jersey Department of Environmental Protection  
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DATE: August 17, 2004 

TO: Gary Kassof, Ernie Feemster (USCG) 

FROM: Gerry Scharfenberger/Mark Renna (Berger/PB JV) 

SUBJECT: Minutes of the NYOPRHP Coordination Meeting of August 11, 2004 

CC:
Meeting Attendees: Douglas Mackey (NYSHPO), Gary Kassof, Jim Blackmore,  
Jay Shuffield, Camille Gonzalez, Gerry Scharfenberger, Mark Renna.  
Not in Attendance: Mike Gregg (NJHPO) 

1.0 Introductions 

 1.1 Purpose of the Meeting 

The Goethals Bridge Modernization Program (GBMP) was introduced as a new project distinct from the 
1997 Staten Island Bridges (SIB) EIS.  The project proponent is the PANYNJ and the USCG is the lead 
federal agency pursuant to NEPA.  The USCG is directing the Consultant Team Joint Venture (JV).  The 
purpose of this meeting was to address the issue of cultural resources, in particular archaeology to 
expedite fieldwork that is seasonally dependent in a timely manner.  In addition, a discussion of the field 
investigation strategy was undertaken between the JV archaeologist and the New York State Office of 
Parks, Recreation and Historic Preservation (NYOPRHP) archaeologist to resolve any discrepancies in 
the JV field plan and allow for the input of the review agencies from both states prior to the 
commencement of fieldwork.  

The New Jersey State Historic Preservation Office (NJHPO) did not send a representative, however, in a 
personal communication; Mr. Mike Gregg of NJHPO indicated that NJHPO would abide by direction 
provided by the NYOPRHP. 

2.0 Project Overview 

 2.1 Project Description 
 2.2 NEPA Process and Schedule 
 2.3 Seasonal Field Investigation Schedule 

The JV described the GBMP as a proposal by the PANYNJ to replace the 76-year old Goethals Bridge. 
Scoping was described to begin in September and conclude in December.  The scoping schedule 
necessitated the need to coordinate with the NYOPRHP so as to permit the initiation of field studies this 
summer and fall prior to the completion of scoping. 

Mr. Mackey indicated that cultural resource issues regarding the existing Goethals Bridge structure would 
be an impact issue as the bridge is eligible for listing under the National Register of Historic Places. Mr. 
Mackey advised he would defer to the NYOPRHP lead in this regard, Ms. Beth Cummings, but outlined 
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the issues to be addressed including consultations, impact assessment (likely to be assessed as adverse), 
and mitigation options including preservation of the structure or recordation of the bridge structure all in 
accordance with Section 106 of the Historic Preservation Act. Mr. Kassof indicated that if the bridge were 
to be decommissioned and not operational, the USCG would require that the bridge be removed and 
preservation would not be an option. 

3.0  Cultural Resource Data Sources  

 3.1 Data Compiled 
 3.2 Additional Data Agencies May Possess 

The JV provided an overview of cultural resource data compiled for the study area.  A large body of data 
exists from years past, most notably, the 1997 FEIS for the Staten Island Bridges Program, along with a 
number of related environmental and cultural resource studies.  A general request for additional data from 
the NYOPRHP was made followed by an agreement with JV staff to examine the files of the NYSM and 
the NJHPO to review and collect information from any studies that were undertaken since the 1997 FEIS.  
In addition, the newly created online website of archaeological sites maintained by the NYOPRHP will be 
reviewed to create a predictive model for cultural resource sensitivity within the Area of Potential Effect 
(APE).  Doug Mackey advised that a password was needed to enter the site and would assist if the JV did 
not have one. 

Mr. Mackey provided copies of data from the immediate study area identifying known cultural resource 
locations and geotechnical soil boring data. 

4.0 Data Collection Plan of Study 

The JV archaeologist outlined the Phase IB field investigation plan designed to determine the 
presence/absence of buried cultural resources within the current APE.  This plan calls for the creation of a 
grid for shovel testing of all areas not covered by buildings, structures, or other impervious surfaces or in 
any of the two sites designated as Superfund sites.  Shovel testing will occur at set intervals of 50-feet.  
Shovel testing will be avoided in the front yards of private residence, except in cases where the common 
area closest to the curb has been disturbed by utilities, road construction, etc.  Georeferencing of historic 
maps over present site plans and the examination of geotech boring data may further narrow the areas 
eligible for investigation by virtue of excessive disturbance or filling in the past.  Doug Mackey also 
recommended checking the files of the NYSM for evidence of burials. If there is the potential to 
encounter burials in a particular area, Doug Mackey suggested decreasing the shovel test interval to 25-
feet.  At this time, it was agreed that there is no need to examine soils under paved surfaces.  However, 
Doug Mackey would want the JV to examine the areas under the paved surfaces if: 

 There is fill that would have capped the original ground surface 
 There is a defined alternative that calls for impacting that area 

5.0 SHPO Agency NEPA Issues 

Doug Mackey advised that the JV should follow the Section 106 process to answer NEPA questions. 
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6.0 Permit Guidance 

The JV inquired of the agencies their advice regarding applicable permits.  The JV proposed to collect 
data in the EIS at a level sufficient for permit application preparation. Again, Mr. Mackey advised that 
data collection sufficient to address Section 106 would suffice. 

7.0 Next Steps 

7.1 Agency Scoping – September 
 7.2 Environmental Task Force – October 

The scoping meeting will be held on September 14, 2004.  A scoping document will be distributed to all 
parties 3-4 weeks prior to the meeting. 

8.0 General Notes 

It was agreed that all correspondence, summaries, reports related to the project will be sent to both Doug 
Mackey of the NYOPRHP and Mike Gregg of the NJHPO for review. 
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Magron, Jean Philippe

From: Mackey, Douglas (PEB) [Douglas.Mackey@oprhp.state.ny.us]
Sent: Tuesday, August 17, 2004 2:30 PM
To: Renna, Mark; Mike.Gregg@dep.state.nj.us
Cc: Jim Blackmore; Ernie Feemster; cgonzalez@panynj.gov; Marc Helman; Hess, Kenneth; Gary 

Kassof; Ed Lopez; Magron, Jean Philippe; Jeff Reidenauer; Judith Versenyi; Scharfenberger, 
Gerard; Cumming, Beth (PEB)

Subject: RE: Goethals Bridge Modernization Program EIS SHPO Meeting Minutes

Mark,

  Thanks for pulling this together.  It looks accurate to me, however our tech reviewer 
for the project will be Beth Cumming (no s at the end) and her e-mail is 
Beth.Cumming@oprhp.state.ny.us and her extension is 3282.

Beth and Mike G.  This is a fairly complete and accurate summary of the meeting.  I did 
indicate the Project Archaeologist should contact Mike to work out testing strategies for 
the New Jersey side to be sure their concerns are met.  If either of you have any 
questions, let me know.

Doug

Douglas Mackey

New York State Office of Parks, Recreation and Historic Preservation Peebles Island PO Box
189 Waterford, NY  12188
(518) 237-8643 x 3291

Douglas.Mackey@oprhp.state.ny.us
<mailto:Douglas.Mackey@oprhp.state.ny.us>

-----Original Message-----
From: Renna, Mark [mailto:mrenna@louisberger.com]
Sent: Tuesday, August 17, 2004 12:35 PM
To: Mike.Gregg@dep.state.nj.us; Mackey, Douglas (PEB)
Cc: Jim Blackmore; Ernie Feemster; cgonzalez@panynj.gov; Marc Helman; Hess, Kenneth; Gary 
Kassof; Ed Lopez; Magron, Jean Philippe; Jeff Reidenauer; Judith Versenyi; Scharfenberger,
Gerard
Subject: Goethals Bridge Modernization Program EIS SHPO Meeting Minutes

Doug:

Attached please find minutes of our meeting of August 11, 2004. We appreciate your 
assistance and look forward to working with you on this project. 

Mike: we know you were unable to attend, but indicated that NJ SHPO would concur with 
direction provided by NY. We look forward to working with NJ SHPO on this project and 
would welcome your comments and participation in the upcoming Agency Scoping Meeting 
scheduled for September 14, 2004 at 10:30 am at the US Coast Guard Offices in Battery 
Park, NYC. The NOI is also attached for your records.

Thanks, Mark 

Mark Renna
Vice President of Environmental Sciences The Louis Berger Group, Inc.
100 Halsted Street
East Orange, New Jersey 07018
800/323-4098 ext 485
973/678-1960 ext 485
fax 973/672-4284
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This message, including any attachments hereto, may contain privileged and/or confidential
information and is intended solely for the attention and use of the intended addressee(s).
If you are not the intended addressee, you may neither use, copy, nor deliver to anyone 
this message or any of its attachments.  In such case, you should immediately destroy this
message and its attachments and kindly notify the sender by reply mail.  Unless made by a 
person with actual authority conferred by The Louis Berger Group, Inc., (Berger) the 
information and statements herein do not constitute a binding commitment or warranty by 
Berger.  Berger assumes no responsibility for any misperceptions, errors or 
misunderstandings.  You are urged to verify any information that is confusing and report 
any errors/concerns to us in writing.
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Magron, Jean Philippe

From: Renna, Mark
Sent: Wednesday, August 18, 2004 11:22 AM
To: Bach, James; 'Jim Blackmore'; 'Ernie Feemster'; 'cgonzalez@panynj.gov'; 'Marc Helman'; 

Hess, Kenneth; 'Gary Kassof'; 'Ed Lopez'; Magron, Jean Philippe; 'Jeff Reidenauer'; 'Judith 
Versenyi'

Subject: FW: Goethals Bridge archaeology meeting

NJSHPO seems to indicate concurrence with our field plan of study. A couple specific 
points of contact have been mentioned. I suggest we add them to our mailing list. Mark 

-----Original Message-----
From: Mike Gregg [mailto:Mike.Gregg@dep.state.nj.us]
Sent: Wednesday, August 18, 2004 11:07 AM
To: Gscharf@louisberger.com; Renna, Mark; Douglas.Mackey@oprhp.state.ny.us
Subject: Goethals Bridge archaeology meeting

Thank you all for adequately representing NJ's interests at the meeting last Wednesday, 
and thanks for the DEIS Notice of Intent from FR, meeting minutes, and meeting sign-up 
sheet.  I have forwarded this information to our Deputy SHPO Dorothy Guzzo, head of our 
transportation unit Charles Scott, and bridge specialist Andrea Tingey.

Good Luck,

This transmission is neither privileged nor confidential.  If the reader of this 
transmission is not the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that although you have
received this document in error, you may review, disseminate, distribute or copy this 
transmission however you wish or may imagine.  If you have received this transmission in 
error, no problemo!  Please do not bother notifying me or anybody, and certainly do not be
concerned with deleting, altering, forwarding,
or flushing it.

Michael L. Gregg
Historic Preservation Specialist
Historic Preservation Office
PO Box 404
Trenton  NJ  08625-0404
phone 609 633 2395, fax 609 984 0578, Mike.Gregg@dep.state.nj.us 
http://www.state.nj.us/dep/hpo/

g g
From: Mike Gregg [mailto:Mike.Gregg@dep.state.nj.us]
Sent: Wednesday August 18 2004 11:07 AM
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DATE: May 17, 2005 

TO:

Andrea Tingey, Michelle Hughes (NJSHPO) 
Gary Kassof, Ernie Feemster (USCG) 
Coleen Hopson, Gary Mason, Camille Gonzalez, Rosalie Siegel (PANYNJ) 
Judith Versenyi, Esther Schwalb (Berger/); Barbara Thayer, Sara Moss (BTA) 

FROM: Esther Schwalb, Sara Moss 

SUBJECT: Minutes of May 5, 2005, Meeting with NJSHPO 

CC: James Warren (NYSHPO), Jim Blackmore, Ed Lopez, Paul Crist, Phil Dinh, Lou Venech, Ter
Benczik, Joann Papageorgis, Steve Coleman 

 
 
DATE/LOCATION:  Thursday, May 5, 2005; 1:30 – 3:00 PM 

USCG office, 3rd fl. Conference Room, 
Battery Building, One South Street, NY 

ATTENDEES:   Attendance sheet attached. 

PURPOSE OF MEETING: Agenda attached. 

ACTION ITEMS:

Item # Description Responsibility (follow 
up/action)

1 Send Section 106 initiation letter to NJSHPO. USCG 
2 Begin work on Alternatives Analysis Report. Berger/PB (BTA) 
3 Send copy of past Alternative Analysis Report 

considered good examples of such documentation to 
USCG. 

NJSHPO 

4 Speak with Jim Warren, NYSHPO to determine 
whether to hold meeting, or submit Section 106 
initiation letter first.   

USCG 

5 Determine if NYSHPO requires a report comparable 
to the NJSHPO Alternatives Analysis Report. 

Berger/PB (BTA) 

6 Email link to existing Goethals Bridge HAER 
photography to meeting attendees. 

BTA 

7 Review Historic Resource Inventory prepared for 
SIBP EIS and determine whether suitable for GBR 
EIS documentation and consultation purposes. 

USCG 
Berger/PB, BTA 
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1. Project Background:  
a. USCG welcomed NJSHPO and other attendees, and defined purpose of meeting was to 

ask NJSHPO for input. 
 

b. Berger/PB provided an overview of the defined project purpose and need, and the related 
project goals, and noted that documents provided to NJSHPO (Draft Scoping Document, 
Scoping Summary Report, Technical Memoranda on Preliminary Alternatives and 
Alternatives Screening Methodology) contain more detail on topics to be discussed at the 
meeting.  

 
c. Berger/PB noted the key differences of the current proposed project from the 1997 SIBP 

EIS as follows: 
i. Physical deterioration of the existing bridge has accelerated in the past 10 years, 

beyond what was anticipated when previous EIS was prepared; current major 
repair of bridge will have to be followed by full deck replacement in next 7 to 10 
years, with subsequent significant repairs and rehabilitation of superstructure and 
substructure elements required every 20 to 25 years after that. 

ii. Post 9/11 security concerns  -  among measures recommended to increase 
security at bridges, per an FHWA Blue Ribbon Panel, is creating standoff 
distances from primary structural components; as existing protective dolphin is 
already in the Arthur Kill’s navigation channel, additional in-water protection 
would likely encroach further on navigation in the waterway. 

iii. E-Z Pass system has been introduced at the Goethals and in the regional network 
since the SIBP EIS. 

iv. New transit services have been introduced in area served by the Staten Island 
bridges, including Hudson-Bergen LRT, express bus lanes currently under 
construction on the Staten Island Expressway, which connects to Goethals Bridge 
approach on the east 

v. Howland Hook Marine Terminal (operated by New York Container Terminal) re-
opened in late 1990’s and is expanding, resulting in increased truck traffic 
to/from the facility and across the Goethals Bridge; with the closure of the 
Military Ocean Terminal at Bayonne (MOTBY), Howland Hook is now the 
military facility for the Port of NY & NJ. The former MOTBY, now The 
Peninsula at Bayonne Harbor, has acreage set aside for port use, yet to be 
developed.  

 
d. NJSHPO responded that additional information would be required concerning project 

purpose and need, and potential solutions, including: 
i. Security measures: NJSHPO has looked at non-structural security enhancements 

at other bridges (e.g., cameras and signage) and would like more information on 
types of security methods under consideration for Goethals. 

ii. E-Z Pass technology – NJSHPO will need more specific explanation of how E-Z 
Pass affects bridge traffic and what potential solutions are. 

iii. Structural integrity - NJSHPO will want to see a bridge inspection report, AADT 
and other traffic data as further explanation of problem. 
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iv. Functional obsolescence – NJSHPO will want to see details on problem related to 
sub-standard alignment/approach and what potential solutions are. 

 
e. Non-historic factors considered in NJSHPO’s decision-making 

i. NJSHPO will consider stated need for wider lanes and standard shoulder width; 
given truck traffic, need may be compelling.  NJSHPO considers AASHTO 
standards, but finds them flexible. 

ii. Navigation in Arthur Kill – NJSHPO view is that maintenance of existing 
navigation channel is typical action, while improving horizontal clearance is not.  
USCG noted that changing marine traffic would benefit from wider navigation 
channel. 

 
2. Preliminary Alternatives:  

a. Review of Preliminary Alternatives - Berger/PB provided a summary of the preliminary 
alternatives defined, based on the project purpose and need, and goals. 

i. In response to NJSHPO question regarding whether reactivation of the Staten 
Island Railway was investigated, Berger/PB stated that it had been considered, 
but that dispersed origins and destinations in Goethals Bridge service area would 
likely be better served by transit that is not fixed-rail.  Bus rapid transit and ferry 
system preliminary alternatives have been defined. 

ii. Considerations related to potential Goethals Bridge rehabilitation 
1. NJSHPO noted that additional information is required before can make 

determination regarding whether rehabilitation of existing bridge should 
be dismissed and demolition considered. 

2. PANYNJ noted that if the Goethals Bridge were to be “twinned,” the 
number of lanes would be reduced from four lanes to three on the 
existing bridge, without an emergency shoulder. 

iii. Proposed Project –  
1. NJSHPO cautioned against project “creep,” meaning expansion of 

transportation infrastructure improvements beyond what initially 
proposed.  USCG responded that project expansion is not anticipated, but 
that physical mitigation of any significant impacts may be required. 

2. NJSHPO noted City of Elizabeth concerns regarding increased traffic 
and inability of local roads to handle it.  Berger/PB responded that 
USCG has written to City of Elizabeth, and invited City to have 
representatives on the study’s Technical Advisory Committee, 
Environmental Task Force, and Stakeholder Committee, for ongoing 
opportunity for input to the EIS process. 

3. PANYNJ noted that, at the behest of the Mayor of Elizabeth, they met 
with representatives from the Cities of Elizabeth and Linden, Union 
County, NJDOT and NJ Turnpike Authority twice since the DEIS public 
scoping process, and expect to continue to meet over the course of the 
project, to address some of their concerns that are not related to the 
proposed project.   

 



 

MEETING MINUTES
 

GOETHALS BRIDGE REPLACEMENT EIS 

Minutes NJSHPO Meeting 05.05.05  Page 4 of 5 

b. Alternatives Analysis Report 
i. Alternatives Analysis Report (NJSHPO previously provided outline to 

Berger/PB) needs to be completed before alternatives are eliminated.  If USCG 
intends to conduct NEPA and Section 106 process together, Alternatives 
Analysis Report needs to be prepared now.  NJSHPO offered to provide 
examples of effective Alternatives Analysis Reports to the Study Team.  
NJSHPO will review bridge inspection reports, traffic data, justification of 
substandard alignment/approach claim, cost, etc. 

ii. Guidelines for architectural and archaeological surveys are available on NJSHPO 
website. 

iii. NJSHPO noted their view that a 77-year-old bridge is a “new bridge.” 
iv. NJSHPO stated that the character-defining features of the bridge that make it 

notable for designation under “Criterion C: construction methods” are no 
different than if the bridge had been noted for its design and type. 

 
c. Area of Potential Effect (APE) 

i. The APE may need to be larger than in the SIBP FEIS, since the APE is based on 
the potential direct and indirect effects (such as visibility) of the bridge 
alternatives on other historic resources identified. 

ii. NJSHPO mentioned new NJDEP stormwater regulations, which have changed, 
should be considered in archaeology study. 

 
3. Possible Mitigation options if replacement bridge/demolition of existing bridge is identified 

as Preferred Alternative: 
a. Magnitude of mitigation will depend on the number of historic resources affected, and 

NJSHPO would want to coordinate with NYSHPO regarding necessary mitigation. 
 
b. Design of Replacement Bridge 

i. NJSHPO suggested that if the Goethals Bridge is replaced, the design of a new 
bridge (structure type) could affect the size of the APE.  

ii. In response to NJSHPO question about what type of bridge is under 
consideration, Berger/PB responded that bridge design has not yet been 
considered this early in process.  

iii. NJSHPO suggested that feasible bridge design types be considered, at 
“thumbnail sketch” level, including worst-case design scenario. 

iv. NJSHPO would be looking for a ‘signature bridge’ as replacement. 
 

c. Documentation of Goethals Bridge, should it be demolished: 
i. Need photo documentation of existing bridge – to be determined whether 

formal HAER documentation would be required.  Note: Some HAER 
documentation (photographs from October 1991) is available online.   

ii. Curation & archiving that is available to public through historic societies, 
libraries. 

iii. Creative ways of reaching public through education, e.g. school lesson 
plans, film documentary. 
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iv. Website showing history of bridge (in consultation with interested parties) 
and bridge demolition/construction. 

 
4. Initiation of Section 106 Consultation: 

a. Formal Section 106 consultation initiation letter from lead agency (USCG) (§803 of 
Section 106 regulations) should be sent to NJ (and NY) SHPO.  Letter will include 
project description, purpose & need, definition of area of potential effect for all 
alternatives under study, public involvement plan, and list of consulting parties (which 
may differ by State).  

 
b. Adequacy of historic resource inventory conducted for 1997 SIBP EIS  

i. NJ Policy is that everything 50 yrs old must be inventoried; information has a 10-
year life span.  Data from the 1995 DEIS/1997 FEIS is beyond this term, but the 
data may be re-certified if the USCG deems the previous inventory of sufficient 
quality and thoroughness.  As Guidelines for Architectural Survey changed last 
year, the 1995 inventory needs to be re-evaluated.  NJSHPO offered to 
accompany Study staff for field visit to confirm validity of previous inventory 
and identify any new resources. 

 
c. Goethals Bridge’s National Register status – Bridge is still eligible for listing. 
 
d. Project review process 

i. NJSHPO requested that information be sent to her office in substantial amounts 
to facilitate efficiency of her reviews. 

ii. Study Team should copy NJSHPO when corresponding with NYSHPO. 
iii. NJSHPO usually responds within 30 days from when material is received. 
iv. NJSHPO noted that she will coordinate with NYSHPO. 
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PLAN OF STUDY 
 

 

TASK D - PUBLIC OUTREACH AND STAKEHOLDER 
PARTICIPATION  

 
APPROACH 
 
Conduct Public Participation Program: 
 
Design and conduct a public and community participation program throughout the EIS process, that seeks 
to inform, educate, and directly engage all those with an interest in the Goethals Bridge Modernization 
Program.  The Public Participation Program will conform to and satisfy the public participation 
requirements of NEPA. 
 
 Develop and implement, in a manner consistent with NEPA, a public participation program which 

draws on multi-media approaches, including, but not limited to:  scheduling stakeholders meetings 
and public open houses; preparing materials, handouts, periodic newsletters and displays for ongoing 
public participation; and developing and maintaining a project website.   

 Maintain a database of all interested persons and organizations. The database will include all 
stakeholders, and will be updated as needed.   

 
WORK PLAN 
 
The principal activities for public participation and agency coordination and consultation will be detailed 
in the Public Participation Program.  Outreach activities, which may be refined following consultation 
with the USCG and the Port Authority, follows.  
 
 The following activities are proposed to be conducted prior to and/or coincident with Tasks B - Field 

Verification/Inspection; E – Applicable Regulatory Initiatives, Public Law, Permits, and Other 
Approvals; F - Purpose and Need; G - Public Scoping; H - Identify Environmental Criteria; and I - 
Alternative Actions and Screening. 

 
– Prepare Draft Public Participation Program; 
– Develop initial database (i.e., mailing list) of interested persons/organizations, to be maintained, 

updated, and supplemented throughout course of the GBMP EIS, as warranted; 
– Prepare first newsletter to introduce the GBMP EIS and notify the public of upcoming public 

scoping meetings; 
– Create issues log for subsequent recording of all public comments and GBMP EIS disposition of 

comments; 
– Prepare press releases and announcements for public notification of public scoping meetings; 
– Create Technical Advisory Committee (TAC) and Environmental Task Force (ETF), in 

coordination with USCG and the Port Authority pertaining to agencies/parties on each task force; 
and 

– Develop GBMP EIS website  
– Initiate development of Stakeholder Committee. 
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 The following activities are proposed to be conducted coincident with Tasks E - Applicable 
Regulatory Initiatives, Public Law, Permits, and Other Approvals; I - Alternative Actions and 
Screening; J - Evaluation of Design Options/Alternatives; K - Existing Conditions; L - Environmental 
Consequences; and M - Prepare Preliminary DEIS. 

 
– Revise Public Participation Program, if and as necessary, based on scoping and other public 

input; 
– Conduct Stakeholder Committee, TAC, and ETF meetings; 
– Second newsletter, focused on the alternatives screening activities; 
– One round of public open houses (one each in Elizabeth and Staten Island for each round); 
– Draft periodic press releases about the GBMP EIS status and findings, and to announce public 

open houses; 
– Update website, maintain database/mailing list, maintain issues log; and 
– Conduct other targeted outreach, as project issues and public interest warrant. 

 
 The following activities are proposed to be conducted coincident with Tasks E - Applicable 

Regulatory Initiatives, Public Law, Permits, and Other Approvals, F - (refinement of) Purpose and 
Need, L - Environmental Consequences, M - Prepare Preliminary DEIS, N - Prepare DEIS, O - 
Facilitate All Public Hearings, and P - Prepare Final EIS. 

 
– Hold Stakeholder, TAC, and ETF meetings; 
– Prepare third and fourth newsletters, timed with completion of the DEIS and FEIS, respectively; 
– Second round of public open houses; 
– Draft periodic press releases about GBMP EIS status, findings, conclusions and to announce 

public open houses; 
– Update website, maintain database/mailing list, maintain issues log;  
– Conduct other targeted outreach, as project issues and public interest warrant, and; 
– Hold public hearings to gather comments on the DEIS; and 
– Prepare Technical Memorandum documenting the GBMP EIS public participation program. 

 
 Coordinate Interagency Services 

 
In furtherance of the NEPA EIS process, establish and coordinate, subject to the USCG concurrence, 
the following:  
 
– An Inter-Agency Technical Advisory Committee (TAC) including PANYNJ, NJDOT, NYSDOT, 

NYCDOT, NJ Turnpike Authority, NJ Transit, MTA, the North Jersey Transportation Planning 
Authority, the New York Metropolitan Transportation Council, and other agencies as required. 

– An Environmental Task Force (ETF). 
– Assist in the preparation of presentation materials, evaluate the comments received, recommend 

courses of action to address the comments, and prepare draft and final minutes of all interagency 
meetings.  

– If requested by the USCG or the Port Authority, access to and review of all procedures and 
underlying data used in developing submitted sections of the EIS will be provided, including, but 
not limited to, field reports, subcontractor reports, and interviews with concerned private and 
public parties, whether or not such information may be contained in the draft or final EIS.  

– Notify the agencies of any substantive meetings that are scheduled and of their purpose and 
provide an opportunity for other parties to attend, if requested by the agencies.  

 
 
DELIVERABLES 
 
 Conduct Public Participation Program 
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– A draft Technical Memorandum, outlining a “Public Participation Program.” Incorporate work 

product comments as directed and resubmit as Final. A Final draft is presented below. 
– Monthly summaries of public participation efforts and outcomes. Incorporate work product 

comments as directed and resubmit drafts as Final.  
– A database of the interested persons and organizations participating in the EIS process. 

 
 Coordinate Interagency Services 

 
– A summary of all matters relating to the EIS discussed in any meetings or communications 

between the Berger/PB JV and inter-agencies will be included in each formal monthly report 
submitted to the USCG and the Port Authority. 

 
 

TASK G - PUBLIC SCOPING 
 

APPROACH 
 

The USCG anticipates an early and open process for determining the scope of issues to be addressed in 
the Draft EIS and for identifying the significant issues related to this project, including the range of 
actions, alternatives and impacts to be considered.  
 
WORK PLAN 
 
Develop, publish and distribute the notice(s) of meeting(s); organize the meeting location and facilities; 
make provisions for hearing officers and stenographers, if required; present the proposed; develop draft 
and final minutes of the meetings; and make recommendations for addressing issues raised during the 
meetings. All scoping meetings will be conducted in compliance with the requirements of NEPA. In 
support of the above: 
   
 Develop a draft scoping package outline that includes meetings with the involved agencies and the 

public. 
 After approval of the scoping package outline, develop scoping presentation materials necessary to 

solicit input from interested agencies, organizations, and individuals.  These materials may include, 
but may not be limited to: 
– Scoping meeting agenda. 
– Scoping presentation 
– Scoping document 
– Scoping document summary 

 Establish dates and locations for three (3) meetings related to this task, one (1) all-agency scoping 
meeting (open to the public), and two (2) public scoping meetings, one (1) each in New York and 
New Jersey (with afternoon and evening sessions at each location).  Set the same agenda for each of 
the meetings.  Determine appropriate mailing lists for notice of meetings and the distribution of 
scoping materials.  

 Attend all scoping meetings and provide administrative support. Provide digital, video and audio 
recordings of each scoping meeting. 

 Provide input to the design team during revision of the goals and objectives based on information 
gathered from the scoping meetings. 

 
DELIVERABLES 
 
 A draft scoping package outline.  Incorporate work product comments and resubmit as Final. 
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 Draft Scoping Document 
 Scoping Summary Report 
 A matrix listing all of the comments received at the agency and public scoping meetings or via other 

means, highlighting significant issues. 
  
 

TASK O - FACILITATE ALL PUBLIC HEARINGS  
   

WORK PLAN 
 
 Facilitate all public hearings held in conjunction with the EIS process.  
 Utilize digital video and audio recording and a court stenographer for all public hearings. Assume two 

(2) public hearings, with one (1) in New Jersey and one (1) in New York. 
 
DELIVERABLES 
 
 Draft copy of the minutes of the public hearings held for the DEIS and submit for review.  

Incorporate all comments and resubmit as Final. For estimating purposes, assume the same number of 
copies as indicated in the Plan of Study section. 
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FINAL PUBLIC PARTICIPATION PROGRAM 
 

Introduction 
 
The Goethals Bridge Modernization Program (GBMP) Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) is being 
conducted under the direction of the United States Coast Guard (USCG) as the lead federal agency, in 
coordination with the Port Authority of New York and New Jersey (Port Authority), the project sponsor.  
The Goethals Bridge spans the Arthur Kill between Staten Island, New York, and Elizabeth, New Jersey, 
providing direct connections between the Staten Island Expressway/West Shore Expressway on the east 
of the Kill, and the New Jersey Turnpike/Routes 1/9 on the west.  The GBMP EIS will comprise: 

 an alternatives analysis of potential options for replacement of the Goethals Bridge and 
addressing traffic and safety needs in the Goethals Bridge corridor; 

 detailed social, economic, and environmental analysis of a short list of alternatives that appear 
most reasonable and feasible for satisfying the purpose and need for the project;  

 and a program of public participation and interagency coordination throughout development of 
the GBMP EIS.   

 
It is vital that those who are interested in or potentially affected by this study have an opportunity to share 
their concerns and provide input regarding the GBMP EIS.  This Public Participation Program outlines 
the objectives, strategies, and tools that will be used to engage stakeholders and the general public 
throughout the GBMP EIS.  
 
The Environmental Review Process 
 
The GBMP EIS will be performed in accordance with the requirements of the National Environmental 
Policy Act (NEPA). NEPA is a procedural act aimed at ensuring that environmental information is 
available to the public and public officials before decisions are made and actions are undertaken.  Public 
participation is a requirement of the environmental review process. In addition to dealing with the public, 
NEPA regulations require that there be thorough and complete documentation of participation by all 
involved government agencies and other interested parties. 
 
Since 1969, NEPA has been amended, regulations have been promulgated by the Council on 
Environmental Quality (CEQ) and other federal agencies, and a whole body of EIS “best practices” 
literature has been established. Regulations and best practices cover many technical issues, as well as 
public participation efforts.  The best practice for accomplishing this is to have a public participation 
program that is viewed as objective. This means that: 

 The action under environmental review cannot be perceived as a foregone conclusion. 
 All reasonable alternatives to the proposed action, including no action, need to be considered as 

well. 
 All social, economic and environmental impacts of the project, both adverse and beneficial, must 

be identified and analyzed. 
 Pro-active, early, and continuous efforts need to be made to involve a broad spectrum of the 

public in this process. This includes study area residents and businesses, as well as a wide range 
of stakeholders and groups who may be affected by impacts of the action.  

 
Throughout the NEPA process, the public participation effort focuses on gathering input and dispersing 
information about the following key areas: 

 The purpose and need for the proposed action and goals and objectives of the action. 
 The potential set of reasonable alternative actions, including not implementing the action at all. 
 Methodologies that will be used to assess impacts. This typically includes such items as models 

that will be employed to estimate such impacts as traffic conditions, air quality and/or noise 
impacts, as well as methods used to assess environmental, socioeconomic, cultural resource 
and/or hazardous material impacts.  
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 Potential impacts and associated mitigation. 
 
There are two distinct points in the NEPA process where public participation is focused: Scoping and 
publication of the Draft Environmental Impact Statement (known as the Draft EIS, or DEIS). However, it 
is valuable to engage the public during the period after scoping and prior to the Draft EIS publication, and 
doing so is encouraged as a good practice under NEPA. 
 
During scoping, the plan for how the environmental review is going to be conducted is issued in draft 
form. It is known as the draft scoping document. The public (and all relevant agencies) are invited to offer 
comments on this plan, both orally at publicized meetings and via written submittals. The draft scoping 
document includes the project purpose and need, the range of anticipated impacts to be analyzed, the 
methodologies to be employed to assess impacts, and may include, at least, a preliminary range of 
alternatives to be considered (though these may be developed in more detail later on in the process). 
 
When the environmental analysis is nearing completion, a Draft EIS is published for public (and agency) 
review. Review comments can be provided both orally at publicized hearings and via written submittals. 
Following completion of the comment period, a Final EIS (or FEIS) document is published and made 
available. 
 
The scoping and Draft EIS review stages are formally announced via notifications in the Federal Register. 
Public scoping is announced by the issuance of a Notice of Intent (to prepare an EIS), while a Notice of 
Availability announces the publication of the Draft EIS, kicks off the comment period, and announces 
public hearing dates and locations. 
 
Other public participation techniques are used throughout the NEPA process to gather and disperse 
important information. Federal Register notices announcing scoping meetings, public hearings and formal 
comment periods are typically supplemented by media releases, flyers, newsletters, website 
announcements, briefings and public notifications. Following scoping, the public (and agencies) are 
provided with opportunities to offer input to the alternatives development and analysis steps through such 
means as public open houses and advisory committees. Information about the status of the NEPA process 
is typically dispersed through newsletters and a project website.  
 
Goals and Objectives of the Public Participation Program 
 
The public participation program is one that will require outreach to commuters, the general public, local 
businesses, associations, stakeholders, affected government agencies and others on both sides of the 
Arthur Kill to effectively engage the public in the planning and impact assessment process. 
 
The overriding goal of the public participation program is to engage a diverse group of public and agency 
participants to solicit relevant input and provide timely information throughout the environmental review 
process. In order to best accomplish this, the following objectives will be pursued: 
 

 Establish ongoing, inclusive and meaningful two-way communication with stakeholders, agencies 
and the general public. 

 Educate the public about the environmental review process and the role of government, 
stakeholders and the general public. 

 Coordinate outreach efforts with the USCG’s internal protocols and policies for timely and 
relevant outreach activities. 

 Evaluate the effectiveness of outreach activities on a continual basis in order to refine this Plan, 
as necessary, and utilize the most effective techniques throughout this study. 

 
As part of this process, this public participation program will meaningfully engage minority, low-income, 
and traditionally under-represented populations in the GBMP EIS.  As a general rule, the following 
principles will be adopted to support involvement of “environmental justice” (EJ) populations: 



 
7/26/2004   8 

 
 Documents, notices and meetings will be made concise, understandable and readily accessible to 

the public.  
 When appropriate, notices and meetings deemed will also be provided in Spanish for targeted 

public audiences and stakeholders. 
 Informational material will be made available through a variety of outlets. 
 All public events will be scheduled at convenient, accessible locations. 
 Various community leaders and groups will be contacted to increase public participation of 

constituent communities. 
 
Public Participation Techniques 
 
Basic Support Mechanisms:  
 
Study Team Communication Protocols – The study team will establish communication protocols early 
in the process to facilitate information sharing with the public and agencies in a timely and efficient 
manner, to comply with NEPA requirements for preparation of the GBMP EIS.    

Stakeholder Identification – Relying on a variety of sources, including earlier environmental studies of 
the bridge and the corridor, stakeholders will be identified to meet in group interviews, as appropriate, 
and to become members of the Stakeholder Committee, which will meet at milestones throughout the 
EIS.  These Stakeholders will represent an array of local and regional perspectives, and include 
representatives of environmental justice areas. 

Project Branding – In order to assist the public in identifying project-related materials that will be 
produced and disseminated by the study team, a banner and readily recognizable “look” will be 
established and used on all project materials including meeting announcements, flyers, the website, 
newsletters, etc. 
 
Mailing List – A mailing list will be developed for the purpose of publicizing public meeting 
opportunities via meeting flyers, and for keeping interested parties apprised of study developments 
through periodic newsletters.  The list will be comprised of area residents, businesses, civic associations, 
shippers, commuters, community groups, schools, health care facilities, etc.  Multiple copies of meeting 
notices and newsletters will be distributed to libraries and community centers in the study area. 
 
Issues and Media Log – A log of comments received from the public and media articles relating to the 
project will be kept for informational and study purposes. 
 
Meetings:  
Interagency Technical Advisory Committee (TAC): The TAC will include the necessary federal, state, 
local and regional agencies to address traffic and transportation issues, mobile-source air quality (and 
noise) issues related to changes in traffic volumes and patterns, and transit-related air quality issues if 
transit survives as either an alternative or a component of a multimodal alternative.  As there are no 
stationary sources involved with this project, it can be assumed that all air quality (and noise) issues will 
be addressed in the TAC, with no overlap with any other committees formed for this project.  The TAC 
will meet several times during the course of the GBMP EIS, for discussion among their respective 
agencies about the same EIS topics, but focusing on their respective jurisdictions and expertise.  The first 
formal meeting of the TAC will not occur until after the formal agency scoping meeting. 
 

  The agencies invited to join this committee will include: 
 

 US Environmental Protection Agency 
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 Federal Highway Administration 
 New York State Metropolitan Transportation Authority (Bridges & Tunnels, NYC Transit) 
 New York State Department of Transportation  
 New York State Department of Environmental Conservation  
 New Jersey Department of Transportation 
 New Jersey Department Environmental Protection 
 North Jersey Transportation Planning Authority 
 New Jersey Turnpike Authority 
 New Jersey TRANSIT 
 New York Metropolitan Transportation Council 
 New York City Department of Transportation 
 New York City Department Environmental Protection 
 New York City Economic Development Corporation  
 New York City Department of  City Planning 
 Union County Department of Economic Development 
 City of Elizabeth Traffic Engineer 

 
Environmental Task Force: One of the mechanisms for eliciting participation of involved agencies in 
developing an EIS is formation of an Environmental Task Force (ETF).  ETFs provide an opportunity for 
concerned agencies to interact and discuss issues and areas of potential concern, as well as provide 
comments on the development of the EIS.  This group will comprise agencies with jurisdiction and 
special expertise in a wide-range of environmental categories other than traffic/transportation, air quality, 
and noise (which will be the focus of the TAC, discussed above) social, economic, and environmental 
impact categories, with the principal issues likely to be related to natural resources.  The ETF will be 
convened several times over the course of the EIS process.  Meetings will take place after formal agency 
and public scoping meetings.  A list of potential agencies that will be invited to participate in the ETF 
follows.  
 

 US Army Corps of Engineers 
 US Fish and Wildlife Service 
 National Marine Fisheries Service 
 US Environmental Protection Agency 
 Federal Highway Administration 
 NYS Department of Environmental Conservation 
 NYS Office of Parks, Recreation, and Historic Preservation 
 NYS Department of State 
 NYC Mayor’s Office of Environmental Coordination 
 NYC Department of City Planning 
 NYC Department of Parks and Recreation 
 NYC Department of Environmental Protection 
 Staten Island Borough President’s Environmental Representative  
 NJ Department of Environmental Protection 
 NJ State Historic Preservation Office 
 City of Elizabeth Environmental Representative  
 Union County Environmental Representative  

 
Elected Official Briefings:  Briefings will be held with elected officials, as requested.   These briefings 
will be arranged in concert with the Intergovernmental Relations officers at USCG.   Among the officials 
that will be contacted are the Staten Island Borough President, the Mayor of Elizabeth, and the Union 
County Freeholders.  Meetings with members of the federal, state and local legislative bodies serving the 
study area will be held upon request. 

Agency and Public Scoping Meetings:  Following the publication of the Notice of Intent (NOI) by the 
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USCG, the USCG will conduct scoping meetings for agencies and for the public.  The purpose of these 
meetings is to gather input and feedback on the study’s draft purpose and need statement, and potential 
alternatives for consideration; issues to be addressed in the EIS; methodologies to be used to evaluate 
impacts; and the public participation program.  One agency scoping meeting will be held at the USCG 
offices, and public scoping meetings will be held in Staten Island, NY and in Elizabeth, NJ spanning both 
afternoon and evening hours to gather as broad participation as possible.  Meeting participants may make 
statements orally, which will be transcribed by a stenographer, or submit comments in writing either at a 
scoping meeting or subsequently by mail during the scoping comment period.  Meeting announcements 
will be mailed to the GBMP EIS mailing list, posted at libraries and community centers, announced 
through media press releases, through paid advertisements in newspapers, and posted on the GBMP EIS 
website.  Upon request by a prescribed date prior to the public scoping meetings, Spanish translators 
and/or assistance to individuals with hearing or sight impairment will be provided at meetings for which 
such services are requested.  The public scoping meetings will take place in central, convenient locations, 
and the facilities will be fully accessible to those with disabilities. 
 
Stakeholder Committee Meetings: The Stakeholder Committee will provide an open forum for 
discussion and encourage interaction among key stakeholders, who represent a cross-section of 
organizations and interests.  Organizations that join the Stakeholder Committee will be invited to assign a 
representative to the Committee.  The Committee will update its membership as additional interested 
organizations are identified.  Stakeholder Committee members will agree to bring their members’ 
concerns to the attention of the project team, and bring project information back to their membership.  
The Stakeholder Committee will meet several times in the EIS process.  The first meeting will be held 
shortly after Public Scoping to review the methodology and criteria by which the alternatives will be 
screened, as well as to review the long list of alternatives.   Below are the types of organizations expected 
to be represented on the Stakeholder Committee:   
 

 TransOptions (TMA) 
 Tri-State Transportation Campaign (TSTC) 
 Regional Plan Association 
 Environmental Defense 
 NRDC 
 Alliance for Action 
 Local Emergency Services  
 CSX 
 Shipping (UPS/FedEx) 
 Private Bus Operators  
 Trucking Associations 
 AAA (NY & NJ) 
 Chambers of Commerce 
 American Lung Association/Other Health Groups 
 Hospitals 
 Schools & Colleges 
 Large Employers in SI & NJ 
 Utilities (PSE&G, ConEd, KeySpan) 
 Service/Community Groups who serve low-income and and/or minority populations 
 Civic Associations 
 Brooklyn-based Groups (Gowanus Area) 
 Staten Island Borough President 
 Mayor of Elizabeth 

 
If deemed appropriate, non-PANYNJ personnel from the following facilities: 

 Newark Liberty International Airport 
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 Port of Elizabeth 
 Port Newark 
 Howland Hook Marine Terminal  

Public Open Houses:  Between Public Scoping and the Public Hearings upon completion of the Draft 
EIS, there will be two rounds of public open houses.  Each round will include a meeting in Staten Island, 
NY and Elizabeth, NJ.  These meetings will include both static displays and informal discussions with 
EIS team members and meeting attendees, as well as presentations.  These meetings will be publicized in 
a similar manner to the Public Scoping meetings.  The first open houses will follow the first Stakeholder 
Committee to review the EIS process, the screening criteria and methodology for reducing the list of 
alternatives to the short list.  The second round will review the impacts of the alternatives undergoing 
detailed analysis. 

DEIS Public Hearings:  After circulation of the Draft EIS, public hearings will be held both in Staten 
Island, NY and in Elizabeth, NJ to gather comments on the document.  The document will be available 
for review 30 days prior to these hearings, and the public comment period will be open for an appropriate 
period of time following the hearings.  The comments received during the hearing process will be 
addressed in the Final EIS.  The method for publicizing these hearings, and the format of the hearings 
themselves will be similar to the public scoping meetings described above. 
 
Materials:  

Newsletters:  Four newsletters will be produced and disseminated to the project mailing list for the 
purpose of educating the general public about the EIS process, providing information on the study as it 
progresses, announcing public participation opportunities, and providing project team contact 
information.  These newsletters will be written in straightforward language.  Graphics will be used to 
assist in communicating the appropriate information.  The first newsletter will announce the public 
scoping meetings, the second will review the results of the alternatives analysis, the third will announce 
the Draft EIS completion, and the fourth will announce the completion of the Final EIS. 

Meeting Announcements:  Meeting flyers will be used to publicize all public meetings.  These flyers 
will be in English and Spanish, and will be mailed to the project mailing list, and distributed in bulk to 
libraries and community centers.   
 
Press Releases:  Press releases will be drafted in advance of public meeting opportunities and to 
announce the availability of project materials.  These releases will be submitted to USCG for their review 
and release.  It is anticipated that there will be at least 5 releases to announce public scoping, the two 
rounds of public open houses, the DEIS public hearings, and the availability of the DEIS and FEIS.   

Website:  A public website will be developed for the GBMP EIS and will include information on the EIS 
process, project activities and progress, public participation opportunities and project contact information; 
and will have downloadable documents (pdf format) for information and/or review.   
 
Meeting Materials:  Handouts will be available at all public meetings for attendees.  Public meeting 
presentations will be available as handouts, as appropriate, and on the website for review by those unable 
to attend meetings. 
 
Implementation of the Public Participation Plan 
 
A three-phase public participation effort is envisioned for the GBMP EIS, as listed below: 

 Scoping – during scoping, agencies and the public will comment on the study purpose and 
need statement, analysis methodologies and the alternatives that will be considered in the 
Alternatives Analysis. 
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 Alternatives Analysis – during the Alternatives Analysis phase, the long list of alternatives 
gathered in scoping will be reduced through a process by which selection criteria are applied 
to the alternatives.  The selection criteria and methodology for reducing the number of 
alternatives will be shared with the TAC, ETF, Stakeholder Committee and the public.   
Alternatives will be evaluated based on their transportation performance, environmental 
impacts and costs. 

 Draft EIS and Final EIS – the final short list of alternatives will be put through a rigorous 
evaluation of impacts, mitigation, and costs prior to selecting the final alternative as part of 
the Final EIS.  The USCG will, upon completion of the Final EIS, publish a Record of 
Decision for the action that has been agreed to through this process. 

 
A discussion of outreach activities that are anticipated under each phase follows. 
 

 Scoping: During this phase, the following activities will be undertaken: 
- Complete and publish the first newsletter   
- Launch public website 
- Hold briefings with local municipal officials, other elected officials, as requested 
- Conduct Agency Scoping meeting 
- Conduct Public Scoping meetings  
- Update mailing list 
- Present issues log information to USCG and the Port Authority and utilize as input 

into the scoping process 
 

 Alternatives Analysis: During this phase, the following activities will be undertaken: 
- Update website materials  
- Meet with TAC and ETF and Stakeholder Committee on Screening Criteria and Long 

list of alternatives, and the Short List of Alternatives and their impacts 
- Draft press releases to announce public meetings 
- Conduct two rounds of Public Open houses on Screening Criteria and Long list of 

alternatives, and the Short List of Alternatives and their impacts 
- Prepare draft and publish second newsletter 
 

 DEIS and FEIS: During this phase, the following activities will be undertaken: 
- Prepare drafts and publish third and fourth newsletters  
- Update website materials 
- Meet with TAC and ETF and Stakeholder Committee 
- Conduct Elected Official briefings, as requested 
- Draft press releases to announce public hearings and availability of the FEIS 
- Conduct public hearings for DEIS 
- Present issues log information to USCG and the Port Authority and utilize as input 

into the DEIS review process 
- Categorize agency and public comments on the DEIS, and prepare responses. 

 
Evaluation of the Public Participation Program 
 
Evaluation of the public participation program is important to the EIS process.  The purpose of carrying 
out this program review is: 
 

 To get valuable input that can make the whole public participation process more effective as well 
as increasing the chance of its successful completion. 

 To ensure the public and concerned parties are reached and engaged in the process. 
 
Some examples of critical questions and techniques that will be considered to assess the public 
participation program include: 
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 How many hits does the project website receive? 
 Are EJ populations and typically under-represented groups involved? 
 Are input and comments pertinent and substantive, showing understanding of project information 

disseminated to the public? 
 Conduct brief survey/questionnaire at public meetings for participants to judge the value of the 

activities.  
 Review content of issues log to judge the value of the overall outreach effort. 

 
The results of ongoing evaluation will be discussed with USCG officials, with the intent of making mid-
course refinements to the public participation program, as appropriate. 
 
 
 
 
 
 





 Commander
First Coast Guard District

One South Street
Battery Building 
New York, NY 10004 

Staff Symbol: obr 
Phone: 212 668-7165
Fax: 212 668-7967

 
July 25, 2005 

Mr. James Warren 
Historic Preservation Program Analyst 
New York State Office of Parks, Recreation and Historic Preservation 
Historic Preservation Field Services Bureau 
Peebles Island, PO Box 189 
Waterford, New York 12188-0189 
 
Re:  Goethals Bridge Replacement Environmental Impact Statement (GBR EIS), 

Staten Island, Richmond County, NY – 04PR03162 
  Section 106 Consultation
 
Dear Mr. Warren, 
 
Thank you for your letter of July 14, 2005, in which you accepted the proposed Area of Potential 
Effect for the study of historic resources, project alternatives, and potential project-related impact 
as part of the GBR EIS, and indicated that NYSHPO will communicate directly with me or with 
the environmental consultant team that is assisting this office with preparation of the GBR EIS. 
 
In response to your reference to the previous (1997) EIS of the Staten Island Bridges, I assure 
you that the current project designation, the Goethals Bridge Replacement, does not preclude 
consideration of all reasonable alternatives, including exploration of the potential reuse of the 
existing bridge.  The alternatives screening analysis for identification of a short list of 
alternatives to be evaluated in detail in the EIS is still in progress. 
 
Again, thank you for your response and, in advance, for your continued consultation with the 
U.S. Coast Guard on the referenced study. 
 
Sincerely,            

  
Copy:  Andrea Tingey (NJSHPO); Michelle Hughes (NJSHPO); Ernie Feemster (USCG); J. 

Blackmore, Coleen Hopson (PANYNJ); Ken Hess, Judith Versenyi, Esther Schwalb 
(Berger/PB); Sara Moss (BTA)  



 Commander
First Coast Guard District

One South Street
Battery Building 
New York, NY 10004 

Staff Symbol: obr 
Phone: 212 668-7165 
Fax: 212 668-7967 

 
 
 
  October 31, 2005 
 
 
Ms. Dorothy Guzzo 
Deputy State Historic Preservation Officer 
New Jersey Department of Environmental Protection 
Historic Preservation Office 
P.O. Box 404 
Trenton, NJ 08625-0404 
 
           Re: Goethals Bridge EIS/ Field Visit of 10-17-05   
   
Dear Ms. Guzzo: 
 
As the lead federal agency for the referenced project, the U.S. Coast Guard thanks you, Andrea 
Tingey and Michelle Hughes for their participation in the October 17th field trip to the Goethals 
Bridge and environs. It was valuable for us to visit the bridge and vicinity with them in order to 
better understand their concerns, and also to be able to see the bridge firsthand and witness the 
extent and progress of the ongoing rehabilitation work.  
 
As was requested, we have included the following information as attachments to this letter:  
 

A set of alignment concept drawings for the four build alternatives that are currently 
being advanced through the comparative screening process (i.e., 6-Lane Replacement 
Bridge South; 6-Lane Replacement Bridge North; Twin Replacement Bridges South; 
and Twin Replacement Bridges North) in order to identify those that will be studied in 
greater detail in the Draft EIS;  
Notes from the October 17 Field Visit. 

 
In addition, digital photos taken of the study area, including those locations of historic interest 
that have views of the bridge, will be forwarded to you early next week by the Berger/PB 
consulting team working with us to prepare the GBR EIS.  
 
It is our understanding that the above defined information will assist you and your staff in 
further refining the previously-identified limits of the Area of Potential Effect (APE) for this 
project. We are specifically focusing on the APE issue in this letter  in order to finalize the 
limits of the APE for our study, thereby allowing us to continue addressing existing conditions 
in a timely fashion. We look forward to receiving your proposed refinements to the APE in the 
near future. In the interim, we will hold your 25 July 2005 letter in abeyance pending receipt of 
your final recommendations on the APE. 



 
Goethals Bridge EIS/Field Visit   
  

 
I have considered Andrea’s suggestion to  include NJ Turnpike Interchange 13 in the GBR 
APE.  For the following reasons it is the Coast Guard's position that this would neither be 
practical nor required to ensure a comprehensive environmental investigation under the 
National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA):  
 

a) The NJ Turnpike Authority is not currently studying Interchange 13 as part of its 
ongoing Toll Plaza Improvement Studies north of Interchange 9.  They have no 
specific plan to study it until after the GBR EIS studies have been completed.  As a 
result, the Coast Guard does not consider it within our environmental mandate or 
responsibility to consider Interchange 13 within this project’s APE.  

 
   b) All  the GBR alternative alignments  currently under consideration to be carried   
   forward to the DEIS are assumed to connect directly with the existing NJ Turnpike  
   interchange ramp configurations since there is no basis to assume otherwise at this  
   stage.  
 
Therefore, I am requesting that any refinements that the NJHPO proposes to the APE be based 
on the existing configuration of Interchange 13 and its toll plaza. 
  
Once again, thank you for your staff’s participation and consideration in this undertaking. The 
USCG looks forward to your continued involvement in the GBR EIS process and associated 
Section 106 process.  
 
Please call me at 212-668-7021, or Sara Moss of  B. Thayer Associates (a member of the 
Berger/PB team) at (212) 564-2750, if you have any comments or questions concerning the 
enclosed information.  
  

 Sincerely, 
 
 
 Gary Kassof 
 Bridge Program Manager 
 First Coast Guard District 
 By direction of the District Commander 
 
Enclosures: 
 
Copy: Andrea Tingey (NJHPO);  
 Michelle Hughes (NJHPO);  
 James Warren (NYSHPO); 
 Ken Hess (Berger/PB) 
 Judith Versenyi (Berger/PB) 
 Esther Schwalb (Berger/PB);  
 Sara Moss (BTA) 
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DATE: October 17, 2005 

TO:

Andrea Tingey, Michelle Hughes (NJHPO) 
Gary Kassof, Ernie Feemster (USCG) 
Coleen Hopson, Camille Gonzalez (PANYNJ) 
Judith Versenyi, Esther Schwalb, Ken Hess (Berger/PB); Sara Moss (BTA)  

FROM: Esther Schwalb, Sara Moss 

SUBJECT: Field Review of 1994 Historic Resources Inventory with NJHPO 

CC:
James Warren (NYSHPO), Jim Blackmore, Ed Lopez, Paul Crist, Phil Dinh, Lou Venech,  
Joann Papageorgis (PANYNJ)  

 
 
DATE/LOCATION:  Monday, October 17, 2005; 9AM-1 PM 

Goethals Bridge Administration Building, Staten Island, New York 

ATTENDEES:   Attendance sheet attached. 

PURPOSE OF MEETING: Agenda attached. 

ACTION ITEMS:

Item # Description Responsibility (follow 
up/action)

1 Send alignment concept drawings to NJHPO. Berger/PB and USCG 
2 Send notes from 10/17 field visit. Berger/PB and USCG 
3 Send photos from project area to NJHPO. Berger/PB 
4 Refine APE based on field visit and visibility from other areas. NJHPO 
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1. At the meeting held in the Goethals Bridge Administration Building prior to the field trip, 
the Area of Potential Effect (APE) was discussed and it became clear that there had been 
a previous misunderstanding regarding the level of identification and inventory required 
for properties located within it. The NJHPO stated that all potentially historic properties 
within the APE should be inventoried, and entire buildings and complexes should be 
investigated for historic association even if they partially extend beyond the APE line. 
Since the APE had recently been accepted, via the NJHPO’s letter dated July 25, 2005, at 
½ mile around the project area, the NJHPO indicated that they would consider refinement 
of the APE after reviewing alignment details (e.g., touchdown locations), heights, and 
indirect visual impacts.  The NJHPO felt that a revised APE could extend beyond the 
proposed APE in some places but could be reduced elsewhere. 

2. The height of the replacement bridge is not yet defined, but it is expected to be between 
280 to 310 feet in elevation. 

3. The existing GB has a 135-foot vertical clearance above the mean high water and the 
proposed bridge is expected to be approximately the same. 

4. The NJHPO said that the APE should be drawn to include possible views with worst-case 
(tallest potential) heights. 

5. The NJHPO felt that rehabilitation of the existing GB should be carried through the EIS 
process as an alternative even if it is not preferred. 

6. The NJHPO asked for a photosimulation of the Arthur Kill Lift Bridge in the lowered 
position with the new GB in place. 

7. The NJHPO requested a description of the methodology used in the 1994 survey and 
suggested that it didn’t meet today’s NJ standards (1999).   

8. The NJHPO will sketch out an APE based on the field visit and suggest methodologies to 
conduct the survey. The NJHPO office has historic aerial photography that (together with 
historic Sanborns) would help determine whether a property is 50 years old or more. 
NJHPO expressed interest in including the industrial area south on the GB bordering on 
the Arthur Kill in the APE but was concerned about access limitations and resulting 
difficulty in conducting research. 

9. The NJHPO suggested that Berger/PB review the Route 1/9 Tonnelle Avenue Circle EA 
since a multi-disciplinary district assessed in that study was similar to the houses on 
Bayway Ave.  

10. Photos were taken during the field trip of three buildings that had been modified since the 
last survey: 100-103 Bayway Ave. (new windows); 114 Krakow Street (boarded up); 120 
Krakow St. (new addition made to rear of building).  Two buildings had been demolished 
in the intervening years: 123 Bayway Ave. and 58-70 Bayway Avenue (Phelps Dodge 
Building #8). 

11. The NJHPO requested that the historic resource review include any proposed Turnpike 
ramp connecting to the GB. It was agreed that the USCG would provide a response to 
this request. 
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12. The field visit included the opportunity to view the ongoing Goethals Bridge 
rehabilitation from up close. This opportunity provided the ability to better understand 
the magnitude of the project and its structural / rehabilitation needs. 
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DATE: March 10, 2006 

TO: G. Kassof, E. Feemster 

FROM: K. Hess, J. Versenyi, M. Bowers 

SUBJECT: Consideration of the Area of Potential Effect for Historical/Architectural Resources 

CC: J. Blackmore, C. Hopson, P. Dinh, E. Lopez, C. Gonzalez, E. Schwalb 
 

1. INTRODUCTION

This memorandum summarizes a review of information and issues regarding the Area of Potential Effect 
(APE) for above-ground (historical/architectural) cultural resources on the New Jersey side of the project 
corridor for the proposed replacement of the Goethals Bridge.  Based on this review, this memorandum 
also recommends revised APE boundaries for U.S. Coast Guard (USCG) consideration and consultation 
with the NJHPO. 

In June 2005, the USCG initiated consultation with the New Jersey Historic Preservation Office 
(NJHPO), pursuant to Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act.  At that time, the USCG 
requested NJHPO’s concurrence with a preliminary APE (to be refined once project alternatives were 
identified), which was based on the combined primary and secondary study areas previously delineated 
for the 1997 Staten Island Bridges Program (SIBP) FEIS.  In the previous EIS, the historic resources 
inventory was conducted within 400 feet of all project alternatives’ alignments, and impacts to historic 
resources were assessed within the combined primary and secondary study areas, which extended one-
half mile in all directions from the project corridor.  The NJHPO initially concurred with an APE 
comprising the primary and secondary study areas; however, following a site visit by NJHPO 
representatives and project staff in October, 2005, the NJHPO recommended a substantially different 
APE, apparently based on potential impacts, including visual effects. 

2. DEFINITIONS OF THE ADVISORY COUNCIL ON HISTORIC PRESERVATION (ACHP) 

The following definitions (in 36 CFR Part 800, Protection of Historic Properties) guide consideration and 
delineation of an APE: 

Area of Potential Effect (36 CFR 800.16(d)):  Area of potential effect means the geographic area or 
areas within which an undertaking may directly or indirectly cause alterations in the character or use 
of historic properties, if any such properties exist.  The area of potential effect is influenced by the 
nature and scale of an undertaking and may be different for different kinds of effects caused by the 
undertaking.   

Effect (36 CFR 800.16(i)):  Effect means alteration to the characteristics of a historic property that 
qualifies it for inclusion in or eligibility for the National Register. 
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There are no uniform guidelines for federal agencies (nor, therefore, for SHPOs) to use in determining an 
APE for Section 106 purposes.  The Council’s guidance in the matter is limited to its statement in 36 CFR 
800.16(d), as noted above, that “The area of potential effect is influenced by the nature and scale of an 
undertaking and may be different for different kinds of effects caused by the undertaking.”   

3. PROJECT CHARACTERISTICS 

The following information regarding the proposed Goethals Bridge replacement is pertinent to the 
consideration of an appropriate APE: 

The proposed replacement bridge(s) would be sited immediately up- or downstream from the existing 
bridge, which would remain in service until the replacement was completed. 

The overall design envelope of the replacement bridge(s) would be similar to that of the existing 
bridge, involving long elevated approaches to each end of a channel span.    

The replacement would have a wider “footprint” than the existing bridge (potentially ranging from 
167 to 198 feet wide, depending on the alternative’s configuration; the existing width is 62 feet) to 
accommodate six, rather than the existing four, travel lanes and sufficient width for a 10-foot-wide 
sidewalk/bikeway and potential mass transit use. 

The replacement bridge(s) would have more widely spaced piers designed to be entirely outside the 
Arthur Kill’s navigable channel.  Similar to the existing bridge, the replacement bridge(s) would have 
a minimum vertical clearance of approximately 135 feet above mean high water. 

At the west end, the replacement structure(s) would tie directly into the existing NJ Turnpike/I-278 
interchange ramp configurations, as the existing Goethals Bridge currently does. 

4. CHARACTERISTICS OF EXISTING BUILT ENVIRONMENT 

The Goethals Bridge rises out of a dynamic urban/industrial environment.  The existing land use patterns 
were basically established in the 19th century, predicated in large measure on maritime and railroad 
transportation and the access both provided to raw materials and markets.  Twentieth-century 
developments in transportation followed 19th century alignments:  the auto road across the Arthur Kill to 
Staten Island (Goethals Bridge) beside the much earlier Baltimore and New York Railroad (Arthur Kill) 
crossing, and the NJ Turnpike beside the much earlier Central Railroad of New Jersey (now Conrail’s 
Chemical Coast Line).  (See Figure 1:  Key to Photo Locations and Photo 1 for an aerial view of the 
Goethals Bridge and the Arthur Kill waterfront).   

The area immediately around the bridge approach (roughly between the Elizabeth River and Morses 
Creek) is intensively developed.  This development began in the mid- to late 19th century at what was 
probably then a neck of fast land providing access to the Arthur Kill (at a relatively narrow point) and 
buildable ground for industry. East of the NJ Turnpike, the Goethals and Arthur Kill Lift bridges and 
approaches are by far the most dominant features.  Below and close to either side of the approaches are 
found closely spaced late 19th  to mid-20th century industrial buildings, varying from one to several stories, 
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with brick, concrete, concrete block, or metal-clad exteriors. Here also are brick and wood frame 
remnants of the residential neighborhood that grew up in response to the industrial development here.  
Toward the Elizabeth River, the more open reclaimed marshland features industrial buildings and small 
tank farms. 

Immediately west of NJ Turnpike Interchange 13 (north of the long elevated access ramps between Route 
1 and the NJ Turnpike) is a densely built-up urban neighborhood fanning out from Bayway, consisting 
primarily of low-scale (2.5 stories generally being the maximum height), wood frame and brick-masonry 
residences and small mixed-use blocks dating to the late 19th to early 20th centuries, terminating at the 
interchange in service stations from late 20th century.  To the north are the Halloran School, Mattano Park 
(containing a channelized stretch of the Elizabeth River), and a large PSE&G electrical substation, from 
which emanate lines of tall steel transmission towers.   

Downstream from Morses Creek, the environment is characterized by an almost abstract landscape of 
large-scale late 20th century infrastructure and industry that are rather widely scattered across flat, 
partially reclaimed marshland transected by the former Central Railroad of New Jersey alignment and the 
NJ Turnpike, with a PSE&G generating station on the waterfront on the north side of Piles Creek. 

5. POTENTIAL EFFECTS TO CONSIDER IN DELINEATING THE APE 

The following considerations are pertinent to delineation of the APE. 

a. Potential effects involving physical destruction of or damage to all or part of a historic property: 

The area in which these kinds of effects could occur would encompass the existing bridge and approach 
corridor, as well as the corridors of proposed new alignments up- or downstream, including: 

All locations where buildings or structures are to be removed (demolished); 
All locations where buildings or structures could suffer damage during demolition of adjacent 
buildings (e.g., shared party walls or foundations, or proximity that could place them in the way of 
construction equipment); 
All locations contiguous to and within a defined lateral distance from the outer limits of 
construction/demolition (as an example, the 90 feet specified in New York City Department of 
Buildings Technical Policy and Procedure Notice #10/88 regarding “fragile” buildings (including 
historic buildings and structures)), in which construction-induced ground vibration could damage 
foundations or structural systems; and 
Locations where the operation of construction equipment could inadvertently damage historic 
buildings or structures. 
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b. Potential effects involving changes in use or changes to physical features within a property’s setting
(including introduction of  incompatible visual, atmospheric or audible elements) that contribute to its 
historical significance: 

The project proposes to replace an existing bridge with another in essentially the same location to 
maintain this important transportation artery connecting New Jersey and New York.  The project will not 
introduce any new features inconsistent with those already present in the built environment, or out of 
character with this built environment’s historical development.   

The potential of the project to diminish the integrity of a property’s significant historic features is limited 
to those locations suggested for inclusion in the APE, as described below.  

Elizabeth, East of the NJ Turnpike between the Elizabeth River and Morses Creek:  The intent of 
the project is to continue using the area east of the NJ Turnpike between the Elizabeth River and Morses 
Creek as a transportation corridor, albeit with a replacement structure. However, demolition of the 
existing bridge and construction of a replacement structure(s) within an expanded right-of-way could 
prompt changes in adjacent land use that could involve historic properties.   

Because this area immediately around the Goethals Bridge approach is relatively confined, the setting is 
relatively intimate (even given the large scale of many elements within it).  Both the Goethals Bridge and 
the adjacent Arthur Kill Lift Bridge are dominant features of this old industrial area.  Removal and 
replacement of the existing Goethals Bridge and approach would thus transform the character of the built 
environment here and, as a result, transform the integral setting of any other historic properties in this area 
(Photos 2, 3, and 4).    

The area between the Elizabeth River and Morses Creek east of NJ Turnpike should, therefore, be 
included within the APE. 

Elizabeth, North and Northwest of NJ Turnpike Interchange 13:  The NJ Turnpike Interchange 13 
and associated toll plaza, and the NJ Turnpike itself (four lanes plus exit/entrance ramps), plus the double 
line of electrical transmission towers emanating from the PSE&G substation together constitute a physical 
and substantial visual barrier between the residential Elizabeth neighborhood north and northwest of the 
interchange and the Goethals Bridge.  Due to the density of the built environment, the bridge is not visible 
from most locations within this neighborhood.  The open, slightly sloping ground of Mattano Park affords 
the most “immediate” views of the bridge (and also of the Arthur Kill Lift Bridge and a PSE&G 
substation) both from the park itself and from the turn-of-the-20th century, closely spaced dwellings that 
overlook the park from Fifth Avenue (Photo 5). Limited views of the bridge are also available from 
locations along Pulaski Street near the northern edge of the interchange ramps (Photos 6 and 7).  
Therefore, these areas should be included in the APE.  

Due to the flat topography and the visual barrier presented by the interchange, replacement of the 
Goethals Bridge would have no demonstrable potential to effect changes to historic properties (should any 
historic properties exist) in the residential neighborhood west of Pulaski Street, nor to any contributing 
attributes of such properties’ settings or historical associations.  Absent future project information to the 
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contrary, the residential neighborhood west of Pulaski Street appears to lie outside the area of potential 
effect for this project.  

Elizabeth, West of NJ Turnpike Interchange 13 and South of I-278:  Due to the flat topography and 
the visual barrier presented by the interchange, replacement of the Goethals Bridge would have no 
demonstrable potential to effect changes to historic properties (should any historic properties exist) in the 
residential area directly west of the interchange and the industrial area southwest of the interchange and 
south of I-278, nor to any contributing attributes of such properties’ settings or historical associations.  
Absent future project information to the contrary, these residential and industrial areas west/southwest of 
the interchange and south of I-278 appear to lie outside the area of potential effect for this project.  

Linden, East of NJ Turnpike and South of Morses Creek:  Despite the scale of the Goethals Bridge, 
the structure’s prominence in the built environment diminishes rapidly with distance.  This may be due to 
the visual “lightness” of the channel truss and the attenuated character of the long deck approaches. 
However, it is also due to the proximity of other very large-scale features, among them the Arthur Kill 
Lift Bridge, the NJ Turnpike and Interchange 13, PSE&G transmission towers, and the sprawling 
Standard Oil refining and storage facilities just over the city line in Linden.  Built by the Port Authority of 
New York and New Jersey primarily to improve access to Staten Island, the Goethals Bridge appears to 
have had little discernable influence on the already established industrialization of New Jersey’s Arthur 
Kill waterfront.  Maps of Union County from 1923 (pre-Goethals Bridge) and 1951 (post-Goethals 
Bridge) (Figures 2 and 3) offer clear evidence of the development of the original, rather peripheral area of 
Elizabeth between Bayway and the Elizabeth River over this period (whether attributable to the bridge or 
not) but essentially no change in the patterns of land use and transportation below Morses Creek in 
Linden.  This review concludes that replacement of the Goethals Bridge would have no demonstrable 
potential to effect changes to historic properties (should any exist) in this area of Linden east of the NJ 
Turnpike nor to any contributing attributes of such properties’ settings or historical associations.  
Therefore, the area of Linden east of the NJ Turnpike south of Morses Creek appears to lie outside the 
area of potential effect for this project (Photos 8 and 9). 

6. CONCLUSION 

The APE recommended for delineation in this memorandum considers the nature and scale of the 
proposed project, the existing built environment in which it will occur, and various ways in which the 
project could reasonably be demonstrated to affect historic properties.  The APE provides an appropriate 
basis for taking the effects of the proposed Goethals Bridge Replacement Project on historic properties 
into account.  The recommended APE boundary is shown on Figure 4. 
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FIGURE 1: KEY TO PHOTO LOCATIONS
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PHOTO 1: 
Aerial View of the Goethals Bridge Looking Southwest toward 

Elizabeth-Linden 
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PHOTO 2:
View Southeast from the Elizabeth River toward the Goethals Bridge 

and Arthur Kill Lift Bridge 
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PHOTO 3: 
View South on Front Street south of Elizabeth River--  

the Goethals Bridge and Arthur Kill Lift Bridge are partially visible in 
left background 
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PHOTO 4: 
View Southeast on Bayway Avenue east of Burlington Avenue 

toward Goethals Bridge (partially visible) 
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PHOTO 5: 
Looking Southeast from the 5th Avenue side of Mattano Park toward 

the Goethals Bridge and Arthur Kill Lift Bridge 
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PHOTO 6: 
Looking Southeast from a Citgo Station on Bayway Avenue near 

Pulaski Street, looking toward Goethals Bridge 
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PHOTO 7: 
View Southeast along Richmond Street from Pulaski Street  

looking toward the Goethals Bridge 
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Source:  http://mapmaker.rutgers.edu 

FIGURE 2: MAP OF UNION COUNTY, NEW JERSEY (1923)



TECHNICAL
MEMORANDUM

 

GOETHALS BRIDGE REPLACEMENT EIS 

Consideration of APE   Page 15 of 18 

 
Source:  http://mapmaker.rutgers.edu 

FIGURE 3: MAP OF UNION COUNTY, NEW JERSEY (1951)
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Photo 8: 
Panoramic View North of the NJ Turnpike and waterfront from 

Tremley Point Bridge
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PHOTO 9: 
View North from Grasselli Road toward Linden Generating Station 
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Figure 4: Recommended APE Boundary 
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BASE FORM Historic Sites #: 

Survey Name: Goethals Bridge Replacement Date:
December 28, 
2007

Surveyor: Deborah Van Steen, Preparer
Organization: The Louis Berger Group, Inc. 

Property Name: Bayway-Krakow Street District
Street Address: Street #: Apartment #: A B

(Low) (High) (Low) (High)

Prefix: Street Name: Suffix: Type: ST

County(s): Union Zip Code: 07202
Municipality(s): Elizabeth City Block(s): 4

Local Place Name(s): Bayway Lot(s):
See Continuation
Sheet

Ownership: Private USGS Quad(s): Elizabeth, NJ 

Description:

See Historic District Form

National Historic 
Landmark: SHPO Opinion:

Registration and 
Status Dates: 

National Register: Local Designation: 

New Jersey Register: Other Designation: 

Determination of Eligibility: Other Designation Date:

Photograph: Amboy Avenue and Krakow Street, View North 



New Jersey Department of Environmental Protection
Historic Preservation Office          Page 2

BASE FORM Historic Sites #: 

Survey Name: Goethals Bridge Replacement Date:
December 28, 
2007

Surveyor: Deborah Van Steen, Preparer
Organization: The Louis Berger Group, Inc. 

Location Map: Site Map: 

See Continuation Sheet

Bayway-Krakow
Street District 

USGS Elizabeth, NJ Quadrangle

Bibliography/Sources:
Federal Census, Elizabeth, Union County, New Jersey. 1900, 1910, 1920, 1930.
Map of Property Situate in the City of Elizabeth N.S. Belonging to W.H. Rankin, P.H. Gilhooly and M. Fern, 1908.
Sanborn Fire Insurance Maps. City of Elizabeth, New Jersey. 1950 and 1951.
Standard Oil Company. Housing Development Elizabeth, N.J. J.L. Bauer, Surveyor. February 1922. 
Staten Island Bridges Program Modernization and Capacity Enhancement Project, Historic Resources Survey – 

New Jersey.  Prepared by Allee King Rosen & Fleming, Inc. for the United States Coast Guard and the 
Port Authority of New York and New Jersey.

Union County Deeds.  On file at the Union County Court House, Property Records.
Additional Information: N/A

More Research Needed? Yes No

INTENSIVE LEVEL USE ONLY 
Attachments Included: Building Structure Object Bridge

Landscape Industry
Within Historic District? Yes No

Status:  Key-Contributing Contributing Non-Contributing
Associated Archaeological Site/Deposit? Yes
(Known or potential Sites – if yes, please describe briefly)
Potential for deposits associated with the daily lives of working class residents in the district.
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HISTORIC DISTRICT FORM     Historic Sites #: 

Survey Name: Goethals Bridge Replacement Date:
December 28, 
2007

Surveyor: Deborah Van Steen, Preparer 
Organization: The Louis Berger Group, Inc. 

District Name: Bayway-Krakow Street District 
County(s): Union District Type: Other, Residential 

Municipality(s): City of Elizabeth USGS Quad(s): Elizabeth, NJ 
Local Place Name(s): Elizabeth
Development Period 1901 To 1953 Source: Deeds, Sanborn Maps 

Physical Condition: Fair
Remaining Historic Fabric: Medium

National Historic 
Landmark:       SHPO Opinion:       

Registration and 
Status Dates: 

National Register:       Local Designation:       

New Jersey Register:       Other Designation:       

Determination of Eligibility:       Other Designation Date:       

Description:  The Bayway-Krakow Street District consists of residential and commercial buildings associated 
with the worker community who settled in the area.  The buildings are spread out over portions of three 
blocks along Bayway.  The district includes modest one and two-story dwellings, two-story attached houses, 
a three-story tenement building, a three-story building with flats located over storefronts, and a late 
nineteenth century building with storefronts that was originally two stories in height, but was expanded to four 
stories, as well as a switching station.  Most of the buildings were constructed after 1908; however, two 
buildings, which date from the late nineteenth century, are located at the east corner of Amboy Avenue and 
Bayway.  These buildings have been severely altered through the addition of two framed stories on top of the 
original brick two-story building (93-95 Bayway) and a completely remodeled building with new siding, 
changes to its fenestration, and a lack of architectural detail (89 Bayway).   

[See Continuation Sheet] 

Setting:  The Bayway-Krakow Street District is a situated between the Goethals Bridge Approach Viaduct 
and Bayway in a highly industrial area.  The Staten Island Railroad, the Elizabethport and Perth Amboy 
Railroad, the Sound Shore Railroad, and their spur lines historically extended around the district.  The 
municipal boundary between the City of Elizabeth and the City of Linden is located two blocks south of 
Bayway.  Residential, commercial, and mixed-use buildings are scattered over the approximately three block 
area.  The buildings are sited on level lots that are adjacent to the street.  Residential buildings within the 
district have modest lawns and some foliage.  
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ELIGIBILITY WORKSHEET     Historic Sites #: 

Survey Name: Goethals Bridge Replacement Date:
December 28, 
2007

Surveyor: Deborah Van Steen, Preparer 
Organization: The Louis Berger Group, Inc. 

History:  The earliest buildings were constructed opposite Bowker Fertilizer, later Bowker Chemical Company 
near Bayway and South Front Street. These buildings consisted primarily of stores and tenements.  Two of these 
buildings, which date from the late-nineteenth century, remain.  Documentary evidence suggests that most of the 
residential development in the Bayway-Krakow community began in 1908.  In that year, three businessmen, 
William H. Rankin, Patrick H. Gilhooly, and Max Fern, purchased several acres of property along Bayway from the 
estate of John Taylor Lord.  The group subdivided the property into lots for development.  Max Fern, a local real 
estate developer, acquired some of the lots and constructed worker housing, which he held as income property.  
William Rankin was the proprietor of the W.H. Rankin Company, manufacturer of paper roofing products.  
Rankin’s company was located on South Front Street, north of the Elizabeth River.  Patrick Gilhooly, who 
remained active in Elizabeth real estate development, was a lawyer.   
[See Continuation Sheet] 

Significance:  The Bayway-Krakow Street District is historically significant as a surviving remnant of the 
neighborhood that was developed adjacent to the industries in the Bayway area.  By the time of its development 
in the 1910s and 1920s, the neighborhood primarily housed Polish immigrants and those of Polish descent who 
worked at companies such as the Standard Oil Company refinery, Grasselli Chemical, Bowker 
Chemical/Fertilizer, wire factories, and the Borne-Scrymser Company.  Both families and individual boarders lived 
in the houses and flats on Bayway and Krakow Street.  The neighborhood, which extended northeast along the 
original alignment of Bayway, was severed when the New Jersey Turnpike was constructed, leaving the handful 
of buildings in the Bayway-Krakow Street District. 

Eligibility for New Jersey 
and National Registers:  Yes  No 

National 
Register Criteria:  A  B  C  D 

Level of Significance  Local  State  National 

Justification of Eligibility/Ineligibility:  Although the district has historical significance for its role in the industrial 
development and social history of the workers in the Bayway area, many of the buildings in the Bayway-Krakow 
Street District have been radically remodeled through changes to their original fenestration, the construction of 
prominent additions and the introduction of new and incompatible materials; all of which have greatly reduced the 
architectural integrity of the district.  Of the buildings remaining in the district less than six retain a reasonable 
degree of architectural integrity.  As a result, the Bayway-Krakow Street District does not adequately meet the 
National Register criteria for eligibility.  Therefore, the Bayway-Krakow Street District is recommended as not 
eligible for listing on the National Register of Historic Places.
For Historic Districts Only: 
Property Count: Key Contributing:       Contributing:       Non Contributing:       

For Individual Properties Only: 
     List the completed attachments related to the property’s significance: 

Narrative Boundary Description:  The Bayway-Krakow Street District is bounded by Bayway, the Central 
Railroad of New Jersey spur that crosses Bayway and severs the block southeast of Amboy Avenue, Krakow 
Street, and the Elizabethport and Perth Amboy Railroad and the Staten Island Railroad.   



New Jersey Department of Environmental Protection
Historic Preservation Office         Page 5

CONTINUATION SHEET    Historic Sites #: 

Survey Name: Goethals Bridge Replacement Date:
December 28, 
2007

Surveyor: Deborah Van Steen, Preparer 
Organization: The Louis Berger Group, Inc. 

BASE FORM, Block and Lots 

Block:  4  

Lots:  179, 177, 176, 175, 174, 173, 172, 171, 170, 167, 163, 162, 159, 51, 833, 834, 835, 836 

HISTORIC DISTRICT FORM, Description, continued 

Two relatively intact examples of the connected houses remain at 137-143 Bayway and 100-106 Krakow Street.  
Both are a row of four attached brick residences, two stories in height and three bays wide, with flat roofs and 
paired entrances.  One brick two-story house is located on Amboy Avenue.  A group of three small one-and-one-
half-story gable front dwellings are sited on Krakow Street.  The district also contains multiple two-story gable 
front Colonial Revival workers houses which are spread through the neighborhood.  The remaining buildings are 
brick and frame apartment blocks with commercial space at the first story.  One early tenement, which has been 
drastically remodeled, is wedged along a former railroad spur that historically crossed Bayway.   

The properties in the district were previously individually surveyed as part of the Staten Island Bridges Program 
Modernization and Capacity Enhancement Project Historic Resources Survey – New Jersey, conducted in 1994.  
All of the buildings were evaluated and opinioned not eligible. 

ELIGIBILITY WORKSHEET, History, continued 

The residential development of the Bayway neighborhood followed the industrial growth of the area.  By 1900, the 
Bowker Fertilizer Company and the Waclark Wire Company were operating at the end of Bayway, at the Arthur 
Kill.  In addition, a lumber and building supply as well as oil and chemical companies were located along South 
Front Street and the Arthur Kill.  Around the same time, tenements, flats and stores were built in the block 
opposite Bowker, near the corner of South Front Street and Bayway.  Standard Oil Company acquired property to 
the north of Bayway on South Front Street and to the south in the City of Linden.  In 1909, construction of the 
Standard Oil Bayway refinery in Linden was completed.  With large employers like the Standard Oil Company and 
Grasselli Chemical located a short distance away and passenger train service accessible via the Sound Shore 
Railroad to carry workers to other chemical, wire, oil, and building supply companies located to the north.  As a 
result, the Bayway-Krakow Street area was an ideal location to develop housing and businesses to serve workers’ 
needs.   

Shortly after Rankin, Gilhooly, and Fern created the subdivision, the building lots were acquired by various other 
parties and further developed.  By 1923, most of the buildings had been constructed and are depicted on that 
year’s Sanborn Fire Insurance map.  Many of the buildings were likely held as income properties since several 
had storefronts.  Max Fern retained several lots, within which he built the four attached houses on Bayway.  He 
held the income properties until his death.  During the Depression years, speculators acquired properties within 
the neighborhood that had been foreclosed upon by lending institutions, holding them for several years until the 
real estate market rebounded.   

According to Federal Census records from 1920 and 1930, the neighborhood housed the laborers who worked at 
the nearby factories as well as their families.  The ethnic make up of the neighborhood consisted predominantly of 
Polish immigrants and their descendents.  According to the 1920 census, workers born in Ireland, Italy, and other 
Eastern European counties were also among the neighborhood’s inhabitants.  A number of the properties within 
the neighborhood were used as rooming and boarding houses.  Families, as well as individual boarders, lived in 
the houses and flats located on Bayway and Krakow Street.  The residents in the neighborhood worked at 
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CONTINUATION SHEET    Historic Sites #: 

Survey Name: Goethals Bridge Replacement Date:
December 28, 
2007

Surveyor: Deborah Van Steen, Preparer 
Organization: The Louis Berger Group, Inc. 

companies such as the Standard Oil Company refinery, Grasselli Chemical, Bowker Chemical/Fertilizer, the wire 
factories, and the Borne-Scrymser Company.  Originally, Bayway continued beyond the location of the New 
Jersey Turnpike with worker housing and factories situated along its route.  The construction of the New Jersey 
Turnpike severed the Bayway-Krakow Street District from the rest of the former neighborhood as well as from 
Elizabeth’s city center.  As a result of the Turnpike’s construction, Bayway was rerouted to north, the 
neighborhood went into a period of decline, and several of the houses and buildings within the neighborhood were 
either demolished or left neglected. 
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CONTINUATION SHEET Historic Sites #: 

Survey Name: Goethals Bridge Replacement Date:
December 28, 
2007

Surveyor: Deborah Van Steen, Preparer
Organization: The Louis Berger Group, Inc. 

Bayway-Krakow Street District, Adapted from 1951 Sanborn Map
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CONTINUATION SHEET Historic Sites #: 

Survey Name: Goethals Bridge Replacement Date:
December 28, 
2007

Surveyor: Deborah Van Steen, Preparer
Organization: The Louis Berger Group, Inc. 

Map of Property Situate in the City of Elizabeth N.J. Belonging to W.H. Rankin, P.H. Gilhooly and M. Fern, 1909
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CONTINUATION SHEET Historic Sites #: 

Survey Name: Goethals Bridge Replacement Date:
December 28, 
2007

Surveyor: Deborah Van Steen, Preparer
Organization: The Louis Berger Group, Inc. 

Bayway Streetscape, View North

167 Bayway, View Northeast
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CONTINUATION SHEET Historic Sites #: 

Survey Name: Goethals Bridge Replacement Date:
December 28, 
2007

Surveyor: Deborah Van Steen, Preparer
Organization: The Louis Berger Group, Inc. 

137-143 Bayway, View Northeast

135 Bayway and Bayway Switching Station (133 Bayway), View Northeast
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CONTINUATION SHEET Historic Sites #: 

Survey Name: Goethals Bridge Replacement Date:
December 28, 
2007

Surveyor: Deborah Van Steen, Preparer
Organization: The Louis Berger Group, Inc. 

101-107 Bayway at the corner of Amboy Avenue, View North 

93-95 Bayway, View North
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CONTINUATION SHEET Historic Sites #: 

Survey Name: Goethals Bridge Replacement Date:
December 28, 
2007

Surveyor: Deborah Van Steen, Preparer
Organization: The Louis Berger Group, Inc. 

89 Bayway, View North 

663 Amboy Avenue (left) and 100-106 Krakow Street, View North
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CONTINUATION SHEET Historic Sites #: 

Survey Name: Goethals Bridge Replacement Date:
December 28, 
2007

Surveyor: Deborah Van Steen, Preparer
Organization: The Louis Berger Group, Inc. 

100-106 Krakow Street, View South 

112, 114, 118, 120 Krakow Street, View Southwest
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BASE FORM Historic Sites #: 

Survey Name: Goethals Bridge Replacement Date:
December 28, 
2007

Surveyor: Deborah Van Steen, Preparer
Organization: The Louis Berger Group, Inc. 

Property Name: Bayway Terminal Storage Warehouse
Street Address: Street #: 666 686 Apartment #: 

(Low) (High) (Low) (High)

Prefix: S Street Name: Front Suffix: Type: ST

County(s): Union Zip Code: 07207
Municipality(s): Elizabeth City Block(s): 4

Local Place Name(s): Bayway Lot(s): 1458
Ownership: Private USGS Quad(s): Elizabeth, NJ 

Description:
[See Continuation Sheet] 

National Historic 
Landmark: SHPO Opinion:

Registration and 
Status Dates: 

National Register: Local Designation: 

New Jersey Register: Other Designation: 

Determination of Eligibility: Other Designation Date:

Photograph:  Bayway Terminal Storage Warehouse, View East 
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BASE FORM Historic Sites #: 

Survey Name: Goethals Bridge Replacement Date:
December 28, 
2007

Surveyor: Deborah Van Steen, Preparer
Organization: The Louis Berger Group, Inc. 

Location Map: Site Map: 

Bibliography/Sources:
Sanborn Fire Insurance Maps.  Elizabeth, NJ. 1922/23, 1950, and 1951
Staten Island Bridges Program Modernization and Capacity Enhancement Project, Historic Resources Survey – 

New Jersey.  Prepared by Allee King Rosen & Fleming, Inc. for the United States Coast Guard and the 
Port Authority of New York and New Jersey.

Union County Deeds.  On file at the Union County Court House, Property Records.

Additional Information: N/A

More Research Needed? Yes No

INTENSIVE LEVEL USE ONLY 
Attachments Included: Building Structure Object Bridge

Landscape Industry
Within Historic District? Yes No

Status:  Key-Contributing Contributing Non-Contributing
Associated Archaeological Site/Deposit? Yes
(Known or potential Sites – if yes, please describe briefly)

Bayway Terminal Storage
Warehouse

USGS Elizabeth, NJ Quadrangle
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INDUSTRIAL BUILDING ATTACHMENT Historic Sites #: 

Survey Name: Goethals Bridge Replacement Date:
December 28, 
2007

Surveyor: Deborah Van Steen, Preparer 
Organization: The Louis Berger Group, Inc. 

Common Name: Bayway Terminal Storage Warehouse 
Historic Name: Bayway Terminal Storage Warehouse 

Present Use: Other
Historic Industry: Other, Industrial Warehouse Building ID: 16A and 16B 

Construction Date: 1927 Source: Sanborn Maps, Deeds  
Alteration Date(s): Unknown Source: N/A

Designer: Unknown Physical Condition: Fair
Builder: Bayway Terminal company Remaining Historic Fabric: High

Style: Other
Length: Stories: 5

Width: Bays: 36
Exterior Finish Materials Other, Hollow Tile 

Foundation Materials: Other

Structural System: 

Reinforced Concrete Fireproof 
Construction with Tile Curtain 
Walls Roof System: Concrete Slab 

Roof Finish Materials: Unknown 
Equipment/Machinery: Unknown 
Transportation Links: Boat Slip and access to the Kill, Loading Docks, Former Rail Siding, Highway 

Exterior Description:  The Bayway Terminal Storage Warehouse at 666-686 South Front Street is a concrete 
and tile warehouse, five stories in height with a flat roof.  An aerial photograph depicting the building reveals that a 
water tower that was formerly located on the roof has been removed.  The fenestration has multi-pane metal 
windows that are separated by projecting concrete piers and brown tile spandrels.  The South Front Street facing 
façade has three symmetrically placed gable towers, one at the center and one at each corner, with pilasters and 
fluted gable ornamentation.  The towers are articulated by pairs of multi-pane windows, except for the top story, 
which has solid panels at the end towers and casements at the center tower.  At the first story, a series of loading 
bays extend along the Bayway facing façade.  A canopy, supported by cables, extends out over the second story 
and first story loading bays.  The southeast and northeast facades face the water.  The northeast facing façade 
has projecting bays, an exterior walkway and loading docks for boat access.

The Bayway Terminal Storage Warehouse was previously surveyed as 666-686 South Front Street as part of the 
Staten Island Bridges Program Modernization and Capacity Enhancement Project Historic Resources Survey – 
New Jersey, conducted in 1994.  The Bayway Terminal Storage Warehouse (666-686 South Front Street) was 
evaluated and opinioned as not eligible.

Interior Description:  N/A

Setting: The Bayway Terminal Storage Warehouse is associated with 666-686 South Front Street.  It is sited at 
the east corner of Bayway and South Front Street, and is located southwest of the Goethals Bridge.  The 
northeast façade faces a boat slip that is located between the bridge and the warehouse.  
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ELIGIBILITY WORKSHEET    Historic Sites #: 

Survey Name: Goethals Bridge Replacement Date:
December 28, 
2007

Surveyor: Deborah Van Steen, Preparer 
Organization: The Louis Berger Group, Inc. 

History:  Documentary evidence suggests that an additional property located at 735-757 South Front Street was 
built in 1927 as part of the warehouse facilities associated with the Bayway Terminal company (666-686 South 
Front Street).  The property at 735-757 South Front Street was previously associated with the Bowker Chemical 
Company (formerly known as the Bowker Fertilizer Company), one of the earliest industries in this area of 
Bayway.  By the 1920s, the Bayway Terminal Company owned several tracts of land within this section of 
Bayway, near the Arthur Kill and within the cities of Linden and Elizabeth.  The Company built new facilities and 
added to existing properties they had acquired during the boom years throughout the 1920s.  The Company, 
however, carried extensive debts and bonds; obligations which it was unable to meet during the Depression.  By 
1935, the Company was in receivership and undergoing bankruptcy proceedings.  As a result of the 
reorganization proceedings in 1937, all of the Bayway Terminal Company holdings were conveyed to the 
reorganized Bayway Terminal Corporation.  Ownership was eventually succeeded by Colt Industries, which later 
consolidated the properties, consisting of five parcels, as 666 South Front Street in 1981.  By 1998, however, the 
former Bayway Terminal Company properties were again a part of bankruptcy proceedings.  As a result of the 
bankruptcy, Joseph Cory Holdings acquired the properties, which were later conveyed to Cory Bayway Holdings 
in 1999.

Significance:  The Bayway Terminal Storage Warehouse at 666-686 South Front Street in Elizabeth contains a 
typical early twentieth century industrial warehouse linking water and rail transportation.  The warehouse has no 
known historic significance.

Eligibility for New Jersey 
and National Registers:  Yes  No 

National 
Register Criteria:  A  B  C  D 

Level of Significance  Local  State  National 

Justification of Eligibility/Ineligibility:   
The Bayway Terminal Storage Warehouse at 666-686 South Front Street does not meet National Register 
eligibility criteria.  The property is not related to significant historic trends, events, or persons (Criteria A and B).  
Constructed in 1927, the The Bayway Terminal Storage Warehouse at 666-686 South Front Street does not 
represent distinctive characteristics of the period, nor does it represent the work of a master, or possess high 
artistic values (Criterion C).  The Bayway Terminal Storage Warehouse at 666-686 South Front Street is unlikely 
to provide information important to our understanding of history (Criterion D).   

For Historic Districts Only: 
Property Count: Key Contributing:       Contributing:       Non Contributing:       

For Individual Properties Only: 
     List the completed attachments related to the property’s significance: 

Industrial Attachment 

Narrative Boundary Description:  The property is located at 735-757 South Front Street in Elizabeth, Union 
County. It is associated with block 4 lot 1458.  It is bounded to the northeast by Myrtle Street, to the northwest by 
Amboy Avenue and a rail line, to the southwest by Allen Street Extension, and to the southeast by South Front 
Street.
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CONTINUATION SHEET Historic Sites #: 

Survey Name: Goethals Bridge Replacement Date:
December 28, 
2007

Surveyor: Deborah Van Steen, Preparer
Organization: The Louis Berger Group, Inc. 

Warehouse, 735-757 South Front Street, View North.  Source Live Search Maps

Bayway Terminal Warehouse, View Southwest
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BASE FORM Historic Sites #: 

Survey Name: Goethals Bridge Replacement Project Date:
December 28, 
2007

Surveyor: Deborah Van Steen, Preparer
Organization: The Louis Berger Group, Inc. 

Property Name: South Front Street over Elizabeth River 
Street Address: Street #: Apartment #: 

(Low) (High) (Low) (High)

Prefix: S Street Name: Front Suffix: Type: ST

County(s): Union Zip Code: 07036
Municipality(s): Elizabeth City Block(s):

Local Place Name(s): Elizabeth Lot(s):
Ownership: Private USGS Quad(s): Elizabeth, NJ 

Description: The South Front Street [Bridge] over Elizabeth River is located a short distance from the mouth of
the Elizabeth River, near the Arthur Kill, in a predominately industrial section of Elizabeth.  The structure is a
skewed Strauss heel trunnion bridge with a Warren through truss moveable span and is 158 feet in length.

National Historic 
Landmark: SHPO Opinion:

Registration and 
Status Dates: 

National Register: Local Designation: 

New Jersey Register: Other Designation: 

Determination of Eligibility: Other Designation Date:

Photograph: South Front Street over Elizabeth River, View Southwest 
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BASE FORM Historic Sites #: 

Survey Name: Goethals Bridge Replacement Project Date:
December 28, 
2007

Surveyor: Deborah Van Steen, Preparer
Organization: The Louis Berger Group, Inc. 

Location Map: Site Map: 

South Front Street over 
Elizabeth River

USGS Elizabeth, NJ Quadrangle

Bibliography/Sources:
A.G. Lichtenstein & Associates, Inc.  New Jersey Department of Transportation Historic Bridge Survey.  Original 

survey conducted 1994/1995.  NJDOT updated March 1, 2001. 

Additional Information:

More Research Needed? Yes No

INTENSIVE LEVEL USE ONLY 
Attachments Included: Building Structure Object Bridge

Landscape Industry
Within Historic District? Yes No

Status:  Key-Contributing Contributing Non-Contributing
Associated Archaeological Site/Deposit? Yes
(Known or potential Sites – if yes, please describe briefly)
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BRIDGE ATTACHMENT     Historic Sites #: 

Survey Name: Goethals Bridge Replacement Project  Date:
December 28, 
2007

Surveyor: Deborah Van Steen, Preparer  
Organization: The Louis Berger Group, Inc. 

Common Name: South Front Street over Elizabeth River 
Historic Name: 

Feature Carried: South Front Street 
Feature Crossed: Elizabeth River Milepost: Unknown 
Owner/Operator: Elizabeth City SI&A Structure Number 2004001 

Construction Date: 1920 Source: NJDOT Historic Bridge Survey 
Alteration Date(s): 1976 Source: NJDOT Historic Bridge Survey 

Engineer Physical Condition: Good
Builder: American Bridge Company Remaining Historic Fabric: High

Type: Other, Single Leaf Bascule 
Design: Other, Strauss Heel Trunnion Spans: 1

Material: Steel Length: 158 feet 
Patent Holder: Strauss Bascule Bridge Company Width: 17.8 feet 

Patent Date: 1905

Description:  The South Front Street [Bridge] over Elizabeth River is located a short distance from the mouth of 
the Elizabeth River, near the Arthur Kill, in a predominately industrial section of Elizabeth.  The structure is a 
skewed Strauss heel trunnion bridge with a Warren through truss moveable span.  This single-leaf bridge is 158 
feet long.  The riveted trusses are different lengths; the west truss is 131 feet, 8 inches long and the east truss is 
116 feet, 5 inches long.  The road is 17 feet 8 inches wide.  The bridge has concrete abutments and a prominent 
concrete counterweight.  The counterweight is framed in a truss that pivots on two trunnions.  According to the 
Lichtenstein NJDOT Historic Bridge Survey, the counterweight was repaired in 1976.  The original gearing and 
electric motors (c. 1940) were housed above the roadway.  A small brick tender’s house with a gable roof is sited 
on the southeast side of the crossing.  The tender’s house has one-over-one double-hung replacement windows 
and a half-round window at the gablehead.   

Setting:  The South Front Street [Bridge] over Elizabeth River is located a short distance from the mouth of the 
Elizabeth River, near the Arthur Kill, in a predominately industrial section of Elizabeth.  
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ELIGIBILITY WORKSHEET     Historic Sites #: 

Survey Name: Goethals Bridge Replacement Project  Date:
December 28, 
2007

Surveyor: Deborah Van Steen, Preparer  
Organization: The Louis Berger Group, Inc. 

History:  The South Front Street [Bridge] over Elizabeth River replaced an earlier structure that existed at the site 
in 1920.  During the nineteenth century the area along the Arthur Kill shore line was developed into a thriving 
industrial area.  Initially, the strongest growth in industrial development was situated along the north side of the 
Elizabeth River in the Elizabethport section of Elizabeth and consisted of manufacturing and lumber concerns. 
The industries located along the river required a bridge that would both cross the Elizabeth River as well as 
provide unobstructed use of the river channel.  By 1889, a draw bridge spanned the river at South Front Street.  
As industrial growth spread south of the Elizabeth River into the Bayway section of Elizabeth, the crossing 
provided an important link between the Elizabethport and Bayway areas.  Lumber businesses that were initially 
located on the north side of the river eventually expanded their operations south to the area located along South 
Front Street and Arthur Kill with spur lines connecting to rail transportation.  Industrial growth continued during the 
boom years surrounding World War I and through the 1920s when the current bridge was constructed.

Significance:  The South Front Street over Elizabeth River, constructed in 1920, has historical and technological 
significance as a Strauss heel trunnion single-leaf bascule bridge.  The bridge was designed by the Strauss 
Bascule Bridge Company of Chicago and fabricated by the American Bridge Company’s Pencoyd plant.   
[See Continuation Sheet] 

Eligibility for New Jersey 
and National Registers:  Yes  No 

National 
Register Criteria:  A  B  C  D 

Level of Significance  Local  State  National 

Justification of Eligibility/Ineligibility:  The South Front Street [Bridge] over Elizabeth River was previously 
recommend as eligible for listing on the National Register in the NJDOT Historic Bridge Survey conducted in 
1994/1995.  No formal concurrence was generated as part of the survey.  The South Front Street [Bridge] over 
Elizabeth River is significant under Criterion C as a well-preserved example of a proprietary bridge type that is not 
common in New Jersey.  The South Front Street over Elizabeth River is one of only two documented heel 
trunnion bridges to carry a roadway in the State of New Jersey—NJ 7 over the Passaic River in Bergen County is 
the second.  Other surviving examples are located on the state’s railways.  As such, the South Front Street 
[Bridge] over Elizabeth River is recommended eligible for listing on the National Register of Historic Places. 

For Historic Districts Only: 
Property Count: Key Contributing:       Contributing:       Non Contributing:       

For Individual Properties Only: 
     List the completed attachments related to the property’s significance: 

Bridge Attachment 

Narrative Boundary Description:  The boundary of the bridge is limited to the bridge itself from abutment to 
abutment and the adjacent tender’s house. 
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CONTINUATION SHEET Historic Sites #: 

Survey Name: Goethals Bridge Replacement Project Date:
December 28, 
2007

Surveyor: Deborah Van Steen, Preparer
Organization: The Louis Berger Group, Inc. 

Aerial View South Front Street over Elizabeth River, View Northeast 

Tender’s House-South Front Street over Elizabeth River, View Southeast 
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CONTINUATION SHEET    Historic Sites #: 

Survey Name: Goethals Bridge Replacement Project  Date:
December 28, 
2007

Surveyor: Deborah Van Steen, Preparer  
Organization: The Louis Berger Group, Inc. 

ELIGIBILITY WORKSHEET, Significance, continued 

The Lichtenstein survey, conducted for New Jersey Department of Transportation in 1994/1995, provides the 
following explanation of this bridge type: 

The heel trunnion is a variation of the patented articulated parallel-moving counterweight design 
Joseph B. Strauss developed in 1905.  Unlike the articulated counterweight bridges, in the heel 
trunnion design the counterweight trunnion is a fixed pivotal point.  It is located at the top of a 
stationary tower supported by the main column and an auxiliary column.  The counterweight is 
carried by one end of the trussed frame.  The other end of this trussed frame is connected by a 
pivot to a link, which in turn attaches to the inclined end post of the [through] truss superstructure 
by a pin.  This arrangement provides a parallelogram of linkages with the side formed by the 
triangular counterweight tower with the initially mentioned fixed pivotal point.  Near the center of 
the tower is an “operating strut” with a rack that is pulled by the operating pinion causing the 
parallelogram to close up thereby opening the leaf (Lichtenstein 2001).
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BASE FORM Historic Sites #: 

Survey Name: Goethals Bridge Replacement Project Date:
December 28, 
2007

Surveyor: Deborah Van Steen, Preparer
Organization: The Louis Berger Group, Inc. 

Property Name: South First Street over Elizabeth River
Street Address: Street #: Apartment #: 

(Low) (High) (Low) (High)

Prefix: S Street Name: Front Suffix: Type: ST

County(s): Union Zip Code: 07036
Municipality(s): Elizabeth City Block(s):

Local Place Name(s): Elizabeth Lot(s):
Ownership:: Private USGS Quad(s) Elizabeth, NJ 

Description: The South First Street [Bridge] over Elizabeth River carries South First Street over the Elizabeth
River in an industrial area of Elizabeth.  The bridge is a Straus overhead articulated counterweight bridge and is
80 feet in length.

National Historic 
Landmark: SHPO Opinion:

Registration and 
Status Dates: 

National Register: Local Designation: 

New Jersey Register: Other Designation: 

Determination of Eligibility: Other Designation Date:

Photograph: South First Street over Elizabeth River, View Southeast
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BASE FORM Historic Sites #: 

Survey Name: Goethals Bridge Replacement Project Date:
December 28, 
2007

Surveyor: Deborah Van Steen, Preparer
Organization: The Louis Berger Group, Inc. 

Location Map: Site Map: 

South First Street over 
Elizabeth River

USGS Elizabeth, NJ Quadrangle

Bibliography/Sources:
A.G. Lichtenstein & Associates, Inc.  New Jersey Department of Transportation Historic Bridge Survey.  Original 

survey conducted 1994/1995.  NJDOT updated March 1, 2001. 

Additional Information:

More Research Needed? Yes No

INTENSIVE LEVEL USE ONLY 
Attachments Included: Building Structure Object Bridge

Landscape Industry
Within Historic District? Yes No

Status:  Key-Contributing Contributing Non-Contributing
Associated Archaeological Site/Deposit? Yes
(Known or potential Sites – if yes, please describe briefly)
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BRIDGE ATTACHMENT     Historic Sites #: 

Survey Name: Goethals Bridge Replacement Project  Date:
December 28, 
2007

Surveyor: Deborah Van Steen, Preparer  
Organization: The Louis Berger Group, Inc. 

Common Name: South First Street over Elizabeth River 
Historic Name: 

Feature Carried: South First Street 
Feature Crossed: Elizabeth River Milepost: Unknown 
Owner/Operator: Elizabeth City SI&A Structure Number 2004002 

Construction Date: 1908 Source: NJDOT Historic Bridge Survey 
Alteration Date(s): 1984 Source: NJDOT Historic Bridge Survey 

Engineer Unknown Physical Condition: Good
Builder: Unknown Remaining Historic Fabric: High

Type: Other, Single Leaf Bascule 
Design: Other, Strauss Overhead Spans: 1

Material: Steel Length: 80 feet 
Patent Holder: Strauss Bascule Bridge Company Width: 24.8 feet 

Patent Date: 1905

Description:  The South First Street [Bridge] over Elizabeth River carries South First Street over the Elizabeth 
River in an industrial area of Elizabeth.  The bridge is a Strauss overhead articulated counterweight bridge and is 
80 feet in length.  The road is 24 feet 8 inches in width.  This single leaf bridge has a riveted Warren pony truss 
span and is supported by a concrete substructure.  The counterweight enclosure is situated 30 feet above the 
road surface.  Although fixed in the closed position, the bridge is composed of built-up members, trunnion 
columns, a tower, and a counterweight; all of which allow the counterweight to pivot in a motion that is “parallel to 
itself.”  The bridge has a steel grid deck that was installed in 1976, but retains its distinctive lattice design.  The 
tender’s house was destroyed by fire in 1984 along with the electric motor and the controls to operate the span. 
The bridge has been fixed in a closed position since 1984. 

Setting:  The South First Street [Bridge] over Elizabeth River carries South First Street over the Elizabeth River in 
an industrial area of Elizabeth.  
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ELIGIBILITY WORKSHEET     Historic Sites #: 

Survey Name: Goethals Bridge Replacement Project  Date:
December 28, 
2007

Surveyor: Deborah Van Steen, Preparer  
Organization: The Louis Berger Group, Inc. 

History:  The South First Street [Bridge] over Elizabeth River was constructed in 1908.  The Strauss designed 
span at the South First Street crossing is the first bridge over the Elizabeth River at this location.  The property, 
which was near to an industrial area situated along the Arthur Kill had been platted but not developed.  During the 
nineteenth century the area along the Arthur Kill shore line was developed into a thriving industrial area.  Initially, 
industrial development north of the Elizabeth River in the Elizabethport section had the strongest growth with 
manufacturing and lumber concerns situated along the river.  As the industrial growth expanded south of the 
Elizabeth River into the Bayway section of Elizabeth, the South First Street crossing provided a necessary link 
over the river.  Lumber businesses that were initially located on the north side of the river expanded their 
operations south to areas along South Front Street and the Arthur Kill, with spur lines connecting the businesses 
to rail transportation.  

Significance:  The South First Street [Bridge] over Elizabeth River was constructed in 1908 and is a historically 
and technologically significant example of a Strauss articulated overhead counterweight bridge that is supported 
by a concrete substructure.  The bridge was designed by the Strauss Bascule and Concrete Bridge Company of 
Chicago.  The bridge, which has a SHPO Opinion of Eligibility dated 6/30/1995, is significant under Criterion C as 
is one of the earliest and most complete examples of this technologically important bridge type in the state.   
[See Continuation Sheet] 

Eligibility for New Jersey 
and National Registers:  Yes  No 

National 
Register Criteria:  A  B  C  D 

Level of Significance  Local  State  National 

Justification of Eligibility/Ineligibility:  The South First Street [Bridge] over Elizabeth River was previously 
recommended as eligible for listing on the National Register in the NJDOT Historic Bridge Survey conducted in 
1995.  No formal concurrence was generated as part of the survey.  The South First Street [Bridge] over Elizabeth 
River is significant under Criterion C as a well-preserved example of a proprietary bridge type that is not common 
in New Jersey.  Although a fire destroyed the tender’s house, motor, and controls, the bridge’s operating 
mechanism is well documented.  Most importantly, the superstructure of this bridge remains a remarkably intact 
and well-preserved example, making the South First Street [bridge] over Elizabeth River one of the most 
important of its type in New Jersey.  At the time of the 1994/1995 survey, five documented examples of this type 
were known within the state.  As such, the South First Street [Bridge] over Elizabeth River is recommended 
eligible for listing on the National Register of Historic Places. 

For Historic Districts Only: 
Property Count: Key Contributing:       Contributing:       Non Contributing:       

For Individual Properties Only: 
     List the completed attachments related to the property’s significance: 

Bridge Attachment 
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ELIGIBILITY WORKSHEET     Historic Sites #: 

Survey Name: Goethals Bridge Replacement Project  Date:
December 28, 
2007

Surveyor: Deborah Van Steen, Preparer  
Organization: The Louis Berger Group, Inc. 

Narrative Boundary Description:  The boundary of the bridge is limited to the bridge itself from abutment to 
abutment.
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CONTINUATION SHEET Historic Sites #: 

Survey Name: Goethals Bridge Replacement Project Date:
December 28, 
2007

Surveyor: Deborah Van Steen, Preparer
Organization: The Louis Berger Group, Inc. 

Aerial View South Front Street over Elizabeth River, View Northeast 

ELIGIBILITY WORKSHEET, Significance, continued

According the Lichtenstein survey conducted in 1994/1995, in addition to its early date of construction, this 
example of a bridge type that would become one of the most popular movable bridge types of the early twentieth 
century in the country, is noteworthy for its enclosure surrounding a raw concrete counterweight.  The metal 
lattice enclosure (or screen) is an aesthetic component found on only one other bridge in New Jersey—the 1906
Federal Street Bridge in Camden.

The pivoting counterweight linkage used at the South First Street Bridge was invented by J.B. Struass (1870-
1938).  In 1905, Strauss constructed the first bridge of this type in Cleveland and applied for a patent for his
design.  He also founded the Strauss Bascule and Concrete Bridge Company in Chicago in 1905 and would
become one of the most highly regarded bridge engineers of moveable span bridges.  The rationale is described
as follows:

Strauss reasoned that if, unlike the traditional trunnion bridge, which operates like a seesaw and
moves in a vertical plane on a horizontal steel pivot, the entire weight of the counterweight could
be concentrated at the end (tail) of the moveable leaf, it would then be possible to use a lighter
counterweight.  Such an arrangement also meant a shorter tail end to the leaf, thus saving on
materials that the “counterweight could be make in such shape that no pit is required to receive it 
when the leaf is in the upright position.” The patented linkage, or arms, ensures that the
counterweight will always move in a series of parallel positions and thus maintain the position of 
the weight at the tail end of the leaf (Waddell quoted in Lichtenstein 2001).
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BASE FORM Historic Sites #: 

Survey Name: Goethals Bridge Replacement Date:
December 28, 
2007

Surveyor: Deborah Van Steen, Preparer
Organization: The Louis Berger Group, Inc. 

Property Name: Mravlag Manor Housing Project 
Street Address: Street #: 635 681 Apartment #: 

(Low) (High) (Low) (High)

Prefix: Street Name: Clarkson Suffix: Type: AVE

County(s): Union Zip Code: 07206
Municipality(s): Elizabeth City Block(s): 4

Local Place Name(s): Elizabeth Lot(s): 361
Ownership:: Public USGS Quad(s) Elizabeth, NJ 

Description: See Building Attachment 

National Historic 
Landmark: SHPO Opinion:

Registration and 
Status Dates: 

National Register: Local Designation: 

New Jersey Register: Other Designation: 

Determination of Eligibility: Other Designation Date:

Photograph: Mravlag Manor Housing Project, View North 
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BASE FORM Historic Sites #: 

Survey Name: Goethals Bridge Replacement Date:
December 28, 
2007

Surveyor: Deborah Van Steen, Preparer
Organization: The Louis Berger Group, Inc. 

Location Map: Site Map: 

See Continuation Sheet 

Mravlag Manor
Housing Project

USGS Elizabeth, NJ Quadrangle

Bibliography/Sources:

See Continuation Sheet 

Additional Information: N/A

More Research Needed? Yes No

INTENSIVE LEVEL USE ONLY 
Attachments Included: Building Structure Object Bridge

Landscape Industry
Within Historic District? Yes No

Status:  Key-Contributing Contributing Non-Contributing
Associated Archaeological Site/Deposit? Yes
(Known or potential Sites – if yes, please describe briefly)
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BUILDING ATTACHMENT Historic Sites #: 

Survey Name: Goethals Bridge Replacement Date:
December 28, 
2007

Surveyor: Deborah Van Steen, Preparer
Organization: The Louis Berger Group, Inc. 

Common Name: Mravlag Manor Housing Project 
Historic Name: Mravlag Manor Housing Project 

Present Use: Residential, Permanent
Historic Use: Residential, Permanent

Construction Date: 1939 Source:
Alteration Date(s): N/A Source: N/A

Designer: C. Godfrey Poggi, Assoc. Architect Physical Condition: Good

Builder:
Housing Authority of Elizabeth and the U.S. 
Housing Authority Remaining Historic Fabric: Medium

Style: Other
Form: Apartment Stories: 1.5
Type: Other Bays: 3

Roof Finish Materials: Unknown
Exterior Finish Materials Brick

Exterior Description: The Mravlag Manor Housing Project is a 423-unit public housing development that was 
constructed in 1939.  The development is located on approximately 15 acres that is situated on both sides of
Clarkson Avenue.  The apartments are contained in 15 three-story buildings that were originally built with flat
roofs.  Six of the fifteen buildings are located on the southeast side of Clarkson at Clifton Street, opposite Mattano
Park.  The remaining nine buildings as well as the former administration and social center building, and a new
community center, are sited on the northwest side of Clarkson Avenue.  Mravlag Manor consists of modified C-
plan and L-plan buildings that are situated around an inner courtyard.  The buildings consist of brick and tile
fireproof construction with concrete floors.  In 2001, low pitched roofs with modest overhanging eaves and vinyl
siding at the gable ends were added to facilitate improved maintenance.  The buildings have 12-inch thick brick
walls as well as stair towers and projecting wings. The bays originally had multi-light steel casement windows,
which have been replaced with one-over-one double-hung sash. In 1998, new aluminum double-hung sash
windows were installed in the common hallways throughout the complex. Metal gable roof hoods, suspended by
cables, were added in 1997-1998 to shelter the building entrances.  The buildings were originally constructed with 
plaster walls on metal lath.  In addition to the 15 buildings containing apartments, the complex has an
administration building (the former administration and social center building) and new community center,
completed in 2003.  The former administration and social center building once offered residents amenities such 
as a library.  The building, which has been expanded, currently houses administrative offices for the Housing
Authority of the City of Elizabeth.  The courtyards and playgrounds within the complex have been updated and
redesigned.  Small parking areas are fitted between the buildings at the perimeter along Maple Avenue.

Interior Description: The buildings were originally constructed with plaster walls on metal lath. An interior
assessment was not conducted.

Setting: The Mravlag Manor Housing Project is sited on approximately 15 acres in a residential area located
south of the Elizabeth’s central business district.  The complex has interior court yards with playgrounds and other
designed outdoor recreational spaces.  The complex is located opposite Mattano Park and the Elizabeth River.
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ELIGIBILITY WORKSHEET     Historic Sites #: 

Survey Name: Goethals Bridge Replacement Date:
December 28, 
2007

Surveyor: Deborah Van Steen, Preparer 
Organization: The Louis Berger Group, Inc. 

History:  The Mravlag Manor Housing Project, constructed in 1939, was one of two federally based housing 
programs located in Elizabeth.  The complex was built under the auspices of the Housing Act of 1937 and the 
United States Housing Authority (USHA).  During the Depression years, housing construction in Elizabeth 
“dwindled almost to the vanishing point” (New York Times 1947).  With the exception of the “huge public housing 
projects” built in the city in 1939 and 1940, Mravlag Manor and Pioneer Homes, respectively, few new homes 
were under construction (New York Times 1947).  New home construction would not rebound until the boom 
years after World War II.  Under President Roosevelt and the New Deal, several home-building programs, as well 
as other programs, were initiated to “alleviate unemployment and eliminate unsafe and unsanitary conditions” of 
families.  Although real estate concerns posed stiff opposition to a proposed federal housing program, Catherine 
Bauer, executive secretary of the Labor Housing Conference, which united labor unions, progressive legislators 
and citizen’s groups to advocate housing reform, worked with labor and local governments to promote both 
federal policy and development of a public housing program.  Federal housing initiatives were revised with the 
passage of the Wagner-Steagall National Housing Act of 1937.  Under the Housing Act, the USHA provided 
guidelines and loans for construction of housing (John Milner Associates 2001).  Although the projects were 
approved by the U.S. Housing Authority, these projects were owned and operated by local agencies.  The 
projects were financed through federal loans and bond initiatives.  The rents collected covered operating costs 
(Stoloff 2004).   [See Continuation Sheet]   

Significance: The Mravlag Manor Housing Project, constructed in 1939, is significant as the first large-scale 
federal housing project to be built in Elizabeth, New Jersey, under the Wagner-Steagall House Act of 1937.  One 
of such two housing projects constructed at the time, the second project, Pioneer Homes (1940) was demolished 
as part of a rebuilding program to provide better housing and spur economic development.  Although alterations 
to the complex such as pitched roofs, entrance hoods, and replacement windows have been added, Mravlag 
Manor is relatively intact, retains a high degree of integrity, and continues to be used for its original purpose.   

Eligibility for New Jersey 
and National Registers:  Yes  No 

National 
Register Criteria:  A  B  C  D 

Level of Significance  Local  State  National 

Justification of Eligibility/Ineligibility:  According to the Public Housing in New Jersey Historic Context Study 
prepared by John Milner Associates, Inc., public housing complexes completed before 1952 that retain their 
architectural integrity are recommended as eligible for listing in the National Register of Historic Places.  Public 
housing represents a significant trend in the history of the State of New Jersey and across the county.  Beginning 
with the first housing projects during World War I to the present, these “housing complexes have played important 
roles in the state” by providing homes for a variety of residents such as war workers, disadvantaged families, the 
elderly, and veterans.  [See Continuation Sheet]
For Historic Districts Only: 
Property Count: Key Contributing:       Contributing:       Non Contributing:       

For Individual Properties Only: 
     List the completed attachments related to the property’s significance: 

      

Narrative Boundary Description:  The property boundary of the Mravlag Manor Housing Project is limited to the 
exterior lot lines of Block 4, Lot 361 in Elizabeth.  The property is bounded by Carteret and Clifton Streets, 
Clarkson Avenue, Bayway, and Maple Avenue. 
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CONTINUATION SHEET Historic Sites #: 

Survey Name: Goethals Bridge Replacement Date:
December 28, 
2007

Surveyor: Deborah Van Steen, Preparer
Organization: The Louis Berger Group, Inc. 

Mravlag Manor Housing Project, View Northeast

Mravlag Manor Housing Project, View Southwest
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CONTINUATION SHEET Historic Sites #: 

Survey Name: Goethals Bridge Replacement Date:
December 28, 
2007

Surveyor: Deborah Van Steen, Preparer
Organization: The Louis Berger Group, Inc. 

Mravlag Manor Housing Project, View South

Mravlag Manor Housing Project, View Northeast
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Survey Name: Goethals Bridge Replacement Date:
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Surveyor: Deborah Van Steen, Preparer
Organization: The Louis Berger Group, Inc. 

Mravlag Manor Housing Project, View South

Mravlag Manor Housing Project, View Northwest 
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Survey Name: Goethals Bridge Replacement Date:
December 28, 
2007

Surveyor: Deborah Van Steen, Preparer
Organization: The Louis Berger Group, Inc. 

Mravlag Manor Housing Project, Aerial View

Historic Postcard Mravlag Manor Housing Project, n.d., View Northeast
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Survey Name: Goethals Bridge Replacement Date:
December 28, 
2007

Surveyor: Deborah Van Steen, Preparer
Organization: The Louis Berger Group, Inc. 

Mravlag Manor Site Map, Adapted from Sanborn Fire Insurance Map, Elizabeth, New Jersey, 1950.
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BASE FORM, Biography/Sources 

Francis, Dennis Steadman.  Architects in Practice New York City 1840-1900.  Prepared for the Committee for the 
Preservation of Architectural Records, New York.  1979. 

(The) Housing Authority of the City of Elizabeth.  After 25 Years The Housing Authority of Elizabeth, N.J. Still 
Looks Ahead.  Elizabeth, N.J.: The Housing Authority of the City of Elizabeth, June 1, 1964.   

(The Housing Authority of the City of Elizabeth.  Working Toward A Better Tomorrow.  Elizabeth, N.J.: The 
Housing Authority of the City of Elizabeth, June 1, 1964.  Anniversary Report September 1986. 

Jones, William.  Directory Housing Authority of the City of Elizabeth.  Person conversation with Deborah Van 
Steen on December 11, 2007. 

New York Times:
 C. Godfrey Poggi, 81, Architect in Jersey.  New York Times.  16 Feb. 1957. 
 Dr. V. Mravlag, 86, Noted Mayor, Dies. New York Times.  16 May 1934. 
 Dr. Mravlag will be President. New York Times.  3 Dec. 1893. 
 Garbarine, Rachelle.  In the Region/New Jersey; Elizabeth is Razing Its Time-Worn Public Housing. New 

York Times.  27 Sep. 1998. 
 Housing in Elizabeth, Approval Give for $2,000,000 Low Rental Project. New York Times.  21 May 1939. 
 Housing Permits Rising in New Jersey. The New York Times. 30 Jun. 1947. 
John Milner Associates, Inc.  Public Housing in New Jersey Historic Context Study.  Prepared by John Milner 

Associates, Inc. for the Housing Authority of the City of Camden. 
Sanborn Fire Insurance Maps. City of Elizabeth, New Jersey. 1950 and 1951. 
Standard Oil Company. Housing Development Elizabeth, N.J. J.L. Bauer, Surveyor. February 1922. 
Stoloff, J.A.  A Brief History of Public Housing.  Unpublished paper presented at the annual meeting of the 

American Socialogical Association, San Francisco, California. Aug. 2004.  Accessed online on December 
4, 2007 at http://www.allacademic.com/meta/p108852_index.html>. 

Straus, Nathan.  The Seven Myths of Housing.  Nathan Straus, Administrator U.S. Housing Authority 1939.  Ayer 
Publishing, 1974. 

Wright, Gwendolyn.  Building the Dream. New York: Pantheon Books, 1981. 

ELIGIBILITY WORKSHEET, History, continued 

Although advocates of the public housing programs sought assistance for that “one-third of a nation ill-housed, ill-
clad, [and] ill-nourished,” as described by President Roosevelt, the projects were not necessarily designed to 
house the poorest and neediest people in the communities they served.  Instead, some argue that the focus of the 
projects was to provide apartments and improved living conditions for the laboring or working class family.  The 
act required that new housing be matched by slum clearance.  Social advocates were optimistic that the new 
housing would help eliminate the “high death rates, juvenile delinquency, high rate of sex offenses, high rate of 
gambling arrests, [and] high rate of alcoholism” that were often associated with slums.  Despite that this reduction 
in social evils did not come to fruition, at least the re-housed families had a more comfortable and more healthful 
place to live.   

The housing constructed under the 1937 Housing Act consisted of solidly built apartment blocks that generally 
consisted of two and three story walk-up and garden style apartments.  The buildings were constructed on a 
modest scale, often laid out with a landscaped park-like setting.  The buildings were commonly built of reinforced 
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concrete construction with brick or tile block exteriors.  The piers, foundations, floors, roof slabs and columns 
were typically made of concrete while the party and partition walls were commonly covered with plaster and lath. 

Mravlag Manor was the first large-scale public housing to be constructed in Elizabeth, New Jersey.  
Approximately 15 acres of previously undeveloped land near Mattano Park was selected for the site.  Most of the 
property was part of the Standard Oil Company Housing Development and included lots from blocks 6, 7, 9, 10, 
11, and 18 that were depicted on a 1922 Standard Oil Company map.  In 1934, the housing situation in Elizabeth 
was bleak with virtually no housing construction during the dark years of the Depression.  A committee was 
formed that year to examine the worst of the housing conditions.  The Citizens’ Committee on Housing undertook 
the ground work that would, four years later, become one of the first housing authorities in the country.  On April 
29, 1938, the Elizabeth City Council and Mayor Brophy established the Housing Authority of the City of Elizabeth 
under the enabling legislation of the Local Housing Authorities Law of the State of New Jersey.  Two months later, 
Elizabeth became the first city in New Jersey to apply for assistance through the federal slum clearance loan.  
The report on housing that was prepared by the Citizens’ Committee on Housing supplied the necessary 
information.  In September 1938, the City received approval for the proposed housing project. 

Described as a “low-rent and rehousing project,” the apartments were approved by the U.S. Housing Authority 
and constructed by the Hosing Authority of Elizabeth.  Construction on Mravlag Manor began in 1939 and the first 
units were occupied in April 1940.  By 1943, the complex housed approximately 1,700 people.  A second Federal 
housing project, Pioneer Homes (demolished), consisted of 405 apartments divided between 12 buildings and 
was constructed in the Elizabethport area near the Arthur Kill in 1940.  Cost estimates for the construction of the 
423-unit Mravlag Manor and its associated Administration and Social Center building exceeded $2,000,000.  The 
apartments were situated in low-rise buildings that were surrounded by open greens and were adjacent to ball 
fields and recreation facilities at Mattano Park, and nearby local schools and churches.  The facility had a tenant 
organization which took an active role in the maintenance and wellbeing of the buildings, whereby tenant 
volunteers assumed duties such as keeping the stairs and halls clean. 

The firm of Pohlman, Rossi, Keimig & Dennis undertook the architectural design of the complex.  Charles Godfrey 
Poggi (1876–1957) served as the associate architect for both of the federal housing projects in Elizabeth (Mravlag 
Manor and the Pioneer Homes).  Poggi began his architectural career in New York City where he received his 
architectural training at the offices of architect, John H. Duncan, designer of Grant’s Tomb.  By 1897, Poggi listed 
himself as an architect located at 70 Fifth Avenue, New York.  Shortly thereafter, he returned to his native 
Elizabeth, New Jersey.  Poggi designed many schools, churches, institutions and industrial buildings in Union 
County, New Jersey.  In Elizabeth, his work included the design of six elementary schools, Battin High School, 
Grover Cleveland Junior High School, the Singer Recreation Building, the Warinanco Park Administration Building 
and the Stadium of the Union County Park Commission.  The Union County Park Administration buildings are 
listed on the National Register of Historic Places.  Poggi was also an associate architect of St. Elizabeth’s 
Hospital, the Elizabeth Public Library, the Elizabeth Daily Journal, and the Young Men’s Christian Association 
buildings in Elizabeth.  Better known as C. Godfrey Poggi, he was an active member and past president of the 
New Jersey Chapter, American Institute of Architects, the New Jersey Society of Architects, and the Columbia 
Building and Loan Association in Elizabeth.  He died at the age of 81 in 1957. 

The Mravlag Manor Housing Project was named in honor of Dr. Victor Mravlag, a noted physician and resident of 
Elizabeth, who also held a number of political appointments.  Dr. Mravlag was born in Austria in 1848 and 
attended medical school at the University of Vienna.  In 1873, he moved to the United States, settled in Elizabeth, 
and established a medical practice where he soon gained a reputation as a leading doctor and surgeon.  He 
served on the medical staff of the Pennsylvania Railroad and as a surgeon and captain in the New Jersey 
National Guard.  In 1882, he was appointed city physician, while in 1890, he was appointed a member of the 
Elizabeth Board of Health where he was known for his work with needy families.  In 1893, he served as president 
of the Elizabeth Board of Health.  In 1908, Dr. Mravlag was elected mayor of the City of Elizabeth, a post he held 
for 12 years.  During his life, he was considered by many to be one of Elizabeth’s most active chief executives 
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while he also remained an ardent advocate for the rights and well-being of its citizens.  He is reported to have 
eased the restrictions of Elizabeth’s Blue Laws, allowing baseball games and motion picture houses to be open 
on Sundays in order to serve those members of Elizabeth’s workforce who worked a six-day week and had only 
one day (Sunday) for recreation.  In 1934, Dr. Mravlag died at his home in Elizabeth. 

Mravlag Manor continues to be operated by the Housing Authority of the City of Elizabeth.  Since its construction, 
Marvlag Manor has provided low-rent public housing in Elizabeth. 

ELIGIBILITY WORKSHEET, Eligibility, continued 

With the passage of the 1937 housing act and subsequent housing construction, housing projects became 
increasingly standardized with regard to building design, materials, systems, unit layout and site plan.  This 
standardization led to the development of a recognizable form, which was subsequently in use until the beginning 
of the high-rise apartment era.  The Mravlag Manor Housing Project, constructed in 1939, is significant under 
Criterion A as the first large-scale federal housing project constructed in Elizabeth, New Jersey, and is associated 
with a pre-1952 trend in the development of publicly-assisted housing in New Jersey.  As one of two similarly 
constructed housing projects developed at the time and in consideration of the loss of the Pioneer Homes housing 
project, Mravlag Manor is also significant under Criterion C as the only extant example of public housing built 
during the late 1930s era in Elizabeth.  As such, the Mravlag Manor Housing Project is recommended eligible for 
listing on the National Register. 
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BASE FORM Historic Sites #: 

Survey Name: Goethals Bridge Replacement Date:
December 28, 
2007

Surveyor: Deborah Van Steen, Preparer
Organization: The Louis Berger Group, Inc. 

Property Name: 2710 Allen Street Extension
Street Address: Street #: 2710 Apartment #: 

(Low) (High) (Low) (High)

Prefix: Street Name: Allen Suffix: EXT Type: ST

County(s): Union Zip Code: 07036
Municipality(s): Linden City Block(s): 586

Local Place Name(s): Linden Lot(s): 4
Ownership:: Private USGS Quad(s) Elizabeth, NJ 

Description: See Industry Attachment 

National Historic 
Landmark: SHPO Opinion:

Registration and 
Status Dates: 

National Register: Local Designation: 

New Jersey Register: Other Designation: 

Determination of Eligibility: Other Designation Date:

Photograph:  2710 Allen Street Extension, View Southeast
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BASE FORM Historic Sites #: 

Survey Name: Goethals Bridge Replacement Date:
December 28, 
2007

Surveyor: Deborah Van Steen, Preparer
Organization: The Louis Berger Group, Inc. 

Location Map: Site Map: 

2-74 South Front Street 

USGS Elizabeth, NJ Quadrangle

Bibliography/Sources:
Sanborn Fire Insurance Maps.  Elizabeth, NJ. 1922/23, 1950, and 1951
Union County Deeds.  On file at the Union County Court House, Property Records.

Additional Information: N/A

More Research Needed? Yes No

INTENSIVE LEVEL USE ONLY 
Attachments Included: Building Structure Object Bridge

Landscape Industry
Within Historic District? Yes No

Status:  Key-Contributing Contributing Non-Contributing
Associated Archaeological Site/Deposit? Yes
(Known or potential Sites – if yes, please describe briefly)
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INDUSTRIAL BUILDING ATTACHMENT Historic Sites #: 

Survey Name: Goethals Bridge Replacement Date:
December 28, 
2007

Surveyor: Deborah Van Steen, Preparer
Organization: The Louis Berger Group, Inc. 

Common Name: 2710 Allen Street Ext., Building D 
Historic Name: Bayway Terminal

Present Use: No Activity
Historic Industry: Other, Industrial Warehouse Building ID: D

Construction Date: c. 1926 Source: Other Bayway Warehouse Buildings, Stylistic Evidence
Alteration Date(s): N/A Source: N/A

Designer: Unknown Physical Condition: Good
Builder: Bayway Terminal Remaining Historic Fabric: Good

Style: Other
Length: ~280 feet Stories: 3

Width: ~120 feet Bays: 14
Exterior Finish Materials Concrete block, modern

Foundation Materials: Concrete block, modern

Structural System:
Fireproof, curtain wall 
construction Roof System: unknown

Roof Finish Materials: Unknown
Equipment/Machinery: Unknown
Transportation Links: Loading Dock, highway, former railroad siding 

Exterior Description: The building at 2710 Allen Street Extension is a large structural tile/concrete-block
warehouse, three stories in height with a flat roof and concrete parapet.  The warehouse has an irregular plan and
is 14 bays wide along Allen Street, two bays wide at the northwest and southeast elevations, and six bays wide at 
the southwest elevation.  Each elevation is divided into bays with full-height stucco-clad concrete piers.  There are 
several loading bays with overhead-rollup metal doors on the first story as well as several former bays that have
been filled in with concrete block.  The center three loading bays are sheltered by a corrugated metal pent roof. 
Industrial metal windows of various sizes and configurations including 9, 12, 16, and 20-light windows and
tripartite windows illuminate the warehouse.  Several of the window bays appear to have originally held tripartite 
windows, but have been downsized and currently hold smaller-size windows which have been filled around with 
concrete block.  Other openings at the second and third stories also appear to be filled with concrete block.  Many 
of the windows feature concrete sills and the second and third-story bays are defined with either concrete sills or
string courses.

Interior Description:  N/A

Setting: The property at 2710 Allen Street Extension is located on a 1.7 acre triangular parcel that is situated at
the end of South Front Street in an industrial area adjacent to the municipal boundary between the City of 
Elizabeth and Linden.  The site, near the mouth of Morses Creek, is bounded by the Arthur Kill to the southeast
and by Carringer Road to the west.  The former Sound Shore Railroad is also west of the property.  Carringer
Road closely follows the former railroad right-of-way for a short distance at this location.
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Surveyor: Deborah Van Steen, Preparer 
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History:  Documentary evidence suggests that the property at 2710 Allen Street Extension is a warehouse that 
was constructed circa 1926 and was associated with the Bayway Terminal Company.  During the 1920s, the 
Bayway Terminal Company owned several tracts of land within this section of Bayway that were situated on both 
sides of the municipal boundary between the cities of Linden and Elizabeth.  The Company built new facilities and 
added to the existing properties that they had acquired during the boom years through the 1920s.  However, the 
Company carried extensive debts and bonds; obligations which it was unable to meet during the Depression.  By 
1935, the Company was in receivership and undergoing bankruptcy proceedings.  In 1937, as a result of the 
reorganization following the bankruptcy proceedings, the Bayway Terminal Company’s holdings were conveyed to 
the Bayway Terminal Corporation.  Ownership of the properties was succeeded by Colt Industries, which 
consolidated the property, consisting of five parcels, into 666 South Front Street in 1981.  By 1998, the former 
Bayway Terminal Company properties were again a part of bankruptcy proceedings.  Joseph Cory Holdings 
eventually acquired the properties and conveyed them to Cory Bayway Holdings in 1999. 

Significance:  The property at 2710 Allen Street Extension is representative of the industrial/warehouse buildings 
constructed during the 1920s.  No known historical significance is associated with this property.

Eligibility for New Jersey 
and National Registers:  Yes  No 

National 
Register Criteria:  A  B  C  D 

Level of Significance  Local  State  National 

Justification of Eligibility/Ineligibility:   
The building at 2710 Allen Street Extension does not meet the National Register eligibility criteria.  The property is 
not related to significant historic trends, events, or persons (Criteria A and B).  Built circa 1926, the vernacular 
industrial building at 2710 Allen Street Extension does not represent any distinctive characteristics of the period, 
nor does it represent the work of a master, or possess high artistic values (Criterion C).  The property at 2710 
Allen Street Extension is unlikely to provide information important to our understanding of history (Criterion D).   

For Historic Districts Only: 
Property Count: Key Contributing:       Contributing:       Non Contributing:       

For Individual Properties Only: 
     List the completed attachments related to the property’s significance: 

Industrial Attachment 

Narrative Boundary Description:  This property, located at 2710 Allen Street Extension in Linden, Union 
County, is a triangular-shaped property bounded by the exterior lot lines of Block 586, Lot 4.  It is bounded to the 
northeast by Allen Street Extension (a vacated street) and Carringer Road, to the south by Arthur Kill, and to the 
northwest by a railroad line. 
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2710 Allen Street Extension, View Southwest

2710 Allen Street Extension, View Northeast
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Survey Name: Goethals Bridge Replacement Date:
December 28, 
2007

Surveyor: Deborah Van Steen, Preparer
Organization: The Louis Berger Group, Inc. 

Property Name: Carringer Road Bridge over Morses Creek 
Street Address: Street #: Apartment #: 

(Low) (High) (Low) (High)

Prefix: S Street Name: Carringer Suffix: Type: RD

County(s): Union Zip Code: 07036
Municipality(s): Linden City Block(s): 586

Local Place Name(s): Linden Lot(s): 5
Ownership:: Private USGS Quad(s) Elizabeth, NJ 

Description:  The Carringer Road Bridge carries a private road over Morses Creek in the City of Linden.
[See Bridge Attachment]

National Historic 
Landmark: SHPO Opinion:

Registration and 
Status Dates: 

National Register: Local Designation: 

New Jersey Register: Other Designation: 

Determination of Eligibility: Other Designation Date:

Photograph: Carringer Road Bridge over Morses Creek, View Northeast
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BASE FORM Historic Sites #: 

Survey Name: Goethals Bridge Replacement Date:
December 28, 
2007

Surveyor: Deborah Van Steen, Preparer
Organization: The Louis Berger Group, Inc. 

Location Map: Site Map: 

See Continuation SheetCarringer Road Bridge
over Morses Creek

USGS Elizabeth, NJ Quadrangle

Bibliography/Sources:
City of Elizabeth, Engineers Office. 
City of Linden, Engineers Office.
Grassmann & Kreh.  Map of the City of Elizabeth, New Jersey. Ernest L. Meyer, Inc. 1916.
Sanborn Fire Insurance Maps. Elizabeth, New Jersey, 1903, 1923, 1950, 1951
United States Geological Survey.  15-Minute Series, Staten Island Quadrangle, 1891.
Additional Information: Evidence suggests that the Carringer Road Bridge over Morses Creek may be 
associated with the former Sound Shore Railroad and may have once carried a spur of the railroad over Morses
Creek prior to its current use as a vehicular bridge.
More Research Needed? Yes No

INTENSIVE LEVEL USE ONLY 
Attachments Included: Building Structure Object Bridge

Landscape Industry
Within Historic District? Yes No

Status:  Key-Contributing Contributing Non-Contributing
Associated Archaeological Site/Deposit? Yes
(Known or potential Sites – if yes, please describe briefly)
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BRIDGE ATTACHMENT     Historic Sites #: 

Survey Name: Goethals Bridge Replacement Date:
December 28, 
2007

Surveyor: Deborah Van Steen, Preparer 
Organization: The Louis Berger Group, Inc. 

Common Name: Carringer Road Bridge over Morses Creek 
Historic Name: 

Feature Carried: Carringer Road 
Feature Crossed: Morses Creek Milepost: N/A
Owner/Operator: Unknown SI&A Structure Number None 

Construction Date: ca. 1950 Source: Visual Evidence 
Alteration Date(s): Unknown Source: 

Engineer Unknown Physical Condition: good
Builder: Unknown Remaining Historic Fabric: Low

Type: Stringer
Design: Other Spans: 12

Material: Wood Length: ~185 feet 
Patent Holder: N/A Width: ~20 feet 

Patent Date: N/A

Description:  The bridge carries Carringer Road over Morses Creek in the City of Linden and is adjacent to the 
former Sound Shore Railroad.  Carringer Road begins at Amboy Avenue in the City of Elizabeth and extends 
southwest, crossing into the City of Linden, and continues southwest for several miles.  The section of the road in 
Elizabeth is a municipal public road.  Once the road enters Linden, it is a private thoroughfare.  This 12-span 
timber stringer bridge has a paved deck, wood railings, and poured concrete abutments at northeast end.  Eleven 
wood bents, which are composed of paired pilings that have been driven into the creek bed and are connected 
together by angled cross-ties, support the bridge’s deck of railroad tie crossbeams.  Access to the bridge is barred 
by a chain-link fence.  Close inspection of the bridge was limited due the fences. 

Setting:  Carringer Road crosses Morses Creek in an industrial area near the municipal boundary between the 
Cities of Linden and Elizabeth, New Jersey. The area surrounding Morses Creek consists of heavily vegetated 
tidal wetlands that are intermingled with industrial wastelands.  An oil refinery is located south of the bridge and 
immediately northeast of the bridge stands a large manufacturing/warehouse complex.  The area has been highly 
industrialized since the early twentieth century.  The Arthur Kill is located roughly 100 yards east of the bridge.  A 
second bridge carrying the Sound Shore Railroad over Morses Creek is located roughly 50 yards west of the 
bridge.
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Surveyor: Deborah Van Steen, Preparer 
Organization: The Louis Berger Group, Inc. 

History:  Historic research has been unable to determine an exact construction date for the bridge.  According to 
the City of Elizabeth Engineering Department, the section of Carringer Road that crosses Morses Creek follows 
the path of a former railroad right of way for a spur line that was once associated with the Sound Shore Railroad.  
The Sound Shore Railroad, incorporated in 1895, extended from an existing railroad bed at Grasselli Point in 
Linden, New Jersey that was once associated with the Grasselli Chemical Company, northward to the Bayway 
section of Elizabeth, where it connected with the Elizabethport and Perth Amboy Railroad.  Both the Sound Shore 
and the Elizabeth and Perth Amboy Railroads were branch lines of the Central Railroad of New Jersey.  As early 
as 1891 there had been a railroad siding depicted across Morses Creek in the area of present-day Carringer 
Road that extended to a factory located on the Arthur Kill.  The 1903 Sanborn Map for Elizabeth clearly depicts 
the railroad siding extending to the Mountain Copper Company, which was described located on the Arthur Kill 
near Morses Creek.  Early twentieth century maps of the area, though, do not depict Carringer Road at this 
location, but do show a railroad spur and a bridge that was associated with the Sound Shore Railroad.  Based 
upon its materials, it is estimated that the construction of the current bridge structure probably occurred around 
1950.  However, the use of wood and the location of the bridge may suggest that the bridge was originally 
constructed for railroad use and was altered for vehicular traffic by 1951 when Carringer Road was first depicted 
on Sanborn Maps.  The present bridge is most likely a twentieth century replacement of an earlier railroad bridge.

Significance:  The Carringer Road Bridge over Morses Creek is an undistinguished example of a wood bridge.  
Wood bridges were an economical choice and particularly popular as railroad bridges, especially over low spans.  
Not surprisingly, wood bridges continued to be used through World War II.  Many wood bridges across New 
Jersey have been removed or replace with bridges constructed with more modern and durable materials. 

Eligibility for New Jersey 
and National Registers:  Yes  No 

National 
Register Criteria:  A  B  C  D 

Level of Significance  Local  State  National 

Justification of Eligibility/Ineligibility:  The Carringer Road Bridge over Morses Creek is not a noteworthy 
example of a bridge type or the design of a master engineer (Criterion C).  The bridge is unlikely to provide 
information important to our understanding of history (Criterion D).  The bridge is therefore, recommended as not 
individually eligible for listing on the National Register of Historic Places. 

For Historic Districts Only: 
Property Count: Key Contributing:       Contributing:       Non Contributing:       

For Individual Properties Only: 
     List the completed attachments related to the property’s significance: 

Bridge Attachment 

Narrative Boundary Description:  The boundaries of the bridge are limited to the bridge, itself, from abutment to 
abutment.
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Carringer Road Bridge over Morses Creek, View Southwest 

Carringer Road Bridge
over Morses Creek

Aerial View, Carringer Road Bridge over Morses Creek. Source: Googe Maps.
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Adapted from Map of the City of Elizabeth, 1916.

Sound Shore Railroad

Path of present-day
Carringer Road 
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BASE FORM Historic Sites #: 

Survey Name: Goethals Bridge Replacement Project Date:
December 28, 
2007

Surveyor: Deborah Van Steen, Preparer
Organization: The Louis Berger Group, Inc. 

Property Name: Sound Shore Railroad Bridge over Morses Creek
Street Address: Street #: Apartment #: 

(Low) (High) (Low) (High)

Prefix: Street Name: Suffix: Type:

County(s): Union Zip Code: 07036
Municipality(s): Linden City Block(s): 586

Local Place Name(s): Linden Lot(s): 10
Ownership:: Private USGS Quad(s) Elizabeth, NJ 

Description: The Sound Shore Railroad Bridge over Morses Creek consists of an eight-span timber stringer
structure.  Steel I-beams span between the wood bents and carry wood railroad ties with welded rail spikes.
Currently abandoned, the bridge displays well-rusted rails and a chain-link gate which blocks its southern end. 
Access to the bridge’s north approach is hindered by overgrown vegetation and piles of construction debris.  The
bridge also carries a metal and plastic pipe along its west side.

National Historic 
Landmark: SHPO Opinion:

Registration and 
Status Dates: 

National Register: Local Designation: 

New Jersey Register: Other Designation: 

Determination of Eligibility: Other Designation Date:

Photograph: Sound Shore Railroad Bridge over Morses Creek, View Southwest
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Survey Name: Goethals Bridge Replacement Project Date:
December 28, 
2007

Surveyor: Deborah Van Steen, Preparer
Organization: The Louis Berger Group, Inc. 

Location Map: Site Map: 

Sound Shore Railroad
Bridge over Morses Creek 

USGS Elizabeth, NJ Quadrangle

Bibliography/Sources:
Grassmann & Kreh.  Map of the City of Elizabeth, New Jersey. Ernest L. Meyer, Inc. 1916.
Sanborn Fire Insurance Maps. Elizabeth, New Jersey, 1923, 1950, 1951
Union County Deeds.  On file at the Union County Court House, Property Records.
United States Geological Survey.  15-Minute Series, Staten Island Quadrangle, 1891. 
Additional Information:

More Research Needed? Yes No

INTENSIVE LEVEL USE ONLY 
Attachments Included: Building Structure Object Bridge

Landscape Industry
Within Historic District? Yes No Sound Shore Railroad

Status:  Key-Contributing Contributing Non-Contributing
Associated Archaeological Site/Deposit? Yes
(Known or potential Sites – if yes, please describe briefly)
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BRIDGE ATTACHMENT     Historic Sites #: 

Survey Name: Goethals Bridge Replacement Project  Date:
December 28, 
2007

Surveyor: Deborah Van Steen, Preparer  
Organization: The Louis Berger Group, Inc. 

Common Name: Sound Shore Railroad Bridge over Morses Creek 
Historic Name: Sound Shore Railroad Bridge over Morses Creek 

Feature Carried: Sound Shore Railroad 
Feature Crossed: Morses Creek Milepost: Unknown 
Owner/Operator: Unknown SI&A Structure Number Not Available 

Construction Date: ca. 1920 Source: Materials, maps      
Alteration Date(s): ca. 1990 Source: Field visit 

Engineer Unknown Physical Condition: Good
Builder: Central Railroad of New Jersey Remaining Historic Fabric: Medium

Type: Stringer
Design: Other Spans: 8

Material: Wood Length: ~138 feet 
Patent Holder: N/A Width: ~14 feet

Patent Date: N/A

Description:  The Sound Shore Railroad Bridge over Morses Creek is located near the municipal boundary 
between Linden and Elizabeth in an industrial area.  The bridge carries a single track over Morses Creek.  This 
railroad bridge is a timber stringer structure with steel I-beams that rest on wood bents.  The bridge has eight 
spans and is approximately 138 feet long and approximately 14 feet wide.  The bridge has an open tie deck 
carried on steel I-beams.  The bridge is sufficient in width to accommodate a walkway with a metal fence along its 
east side.  The bridge appears to be out-of-service and has vegetation and piles of construction debris at its north 
end.  The rails are in place, but are rusted and a chain-link gate blocks bridge access from the south.  The bridge 
also carries a plastic and metal pipe on its west side.   

Setting:  The area surrounding Morses Creek consists of densely vegetated tidal wetlands that are intermingled 
with industrial wastelands.  An oil refinery is located south of the bridge and immediately east of the bridge, on the 
north side of the creek, stands a large manufacturing/warehouse complex.  The Arthur Kill is located roughly 150 
yards east of the bridge.  The bridge is located in an area that has been characterized as a highly industrialized 
since the start of the twentieth century.  A second bridge carrying Carringer Road spans the creek roughly 50 
yards east of the railroad bridge.
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ELIGIBILITY WORKSHEET     Historic Sites #: 

Survey Name: Goethals Bridge Replacement Project  Date:
December 28, 
2007

Surveyor: Deborah Van Steen, Preparer  
Organization: The Louis Berger Group, Inc. 

History:  The Sound Shore Railroad was incorporated in 1895.  Shortly after its inception, the Sound Shore 
Railroad began to acquire a series of previously existing private railroad lines, such as the railroads at Grasselli 
Point and at Tremley Point, as well as other nearby properties in order to form a right-of-way that extended from 
Chrome (now known as Carteret) northward to Bayway in Elizabeth where the railroad eventually connected to 
the Elizabethport and Perth Amboy Railroad.  The Sound Shore Railroad opened in 1896 to service the industries 
that were located along the Arthur Kill, but by 1917 had been absorbed into the Central Railroad of New Jersey.  
Revenues for the Central Railroad of New Jersey declined through the Great Depression and World War II to the 
extent that 1957 marked the last year the railroad made a profit.  By 1960, passenger service was officially 
abandoned on the Sound Shore and by 1976 the line was absorbed by Conrail.  The line is no longer active.  The 
Sound Shore Railroad Bridge over Morses Creek does not appear to date from the nineteenth century, but 
instead appears to be a later replacement. 

Significance:  The Sound Shore Railroad was completed in 1896 to service the industries along the Arthur Kill.  
The bridge over Morses Creek does not appear to date from this period, but is a later replacement.  While the 
bridge is not historically or technologically significant on its own merit, it is a feature of the Sound Shore Railroad, 
discussed separately. 

Eligibility for New Jersey 
and National Registers:  Yes  No 

National 
Register Criteria:  A  B  C  D 

Level of Significance  Local  State  National 

Justification of Eligibility/Ineligibility:  The Sound Shore Railroad Bridge does not have sufficient 
architectural or engineering significance to meet the eligibility criteria for individual listing on the National Register 
of Historic Places.  The bridge is recommended eligible as a contributing element to the Sound Shore Railroad, 
evaluated separately.

For Historic Districts Only: 
Property Count: Key Contributing:       Contributing: Non Contributing:       

For Individual Properties Only: 
     List the completed attachments related to the property’s significance: 

Bridge Attachment 

Narrative Boundary Description:  The boundary of the Sound Shore Railroad Bridge over Morses Creek is 
limited to the bridge itself, from abutment to abutment. 
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CONTINUATION SHEET Historic Sites #: 

Survey Name: Goethals Bridge Replacement Project Date:
December 28, 
2007

Surveyor: Deborah Van Steen, Preparer
Organization: The Louis Berger Group, Inc. 

South Approach Sound Shore Railroad Bridge over Morses Creek and the
Carringer Road Bridge over Morses Creek (at right), View Northeast 
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BASE FORM Historic Sites #: 

Survey Name: Goethals Bridge Replacement Project Date:
December 28, 
2007

Surveyor: Deborah Van Steen, Preparer
Organization: The Louis Berger Group, Inc. 

Property Name: Sound Shore Railroad
Street Address: Street #: Apartment #: 

(Low) (High) (Low) (High)

Prefix: Street Name: Suffix: Type:

County(s): Union, Middlesex Zip Code:
07202, 07036,
07008

Municipality(s): Elizabeth City, Linden City, Carteret Borough Block(s): Unknown

Local Place Name(s):
Elizabeth, Linden, Bayway, Grasselli, Tremley, 
Carteret, Chrome Lot(s): Unknown

Ownership: Private USGS Quad(s):
Elizabeth, NJ 
Arthur Kill, NY 

Description: The Sound Shore Railroad begins in the Bayway section of Elizabeth and continues south through
Linden, crossing the Rahway River as it enters Middlesex County, and terminates at Carteret in the area formerly
known as Chrome, near Tufts Point.  The line carries a single track for most of its length. Historically, various
spur lines and sidings connected the Sound Shore Railroad with the industries along this stretch of the Arthur Kill 
known as the Chemical Coast.

National Historic 
Landmark: SHPO Opinion:

Registration and 
Status Dates: 

National Register: Local Designation: 

New Jersey Register: Other Designation: 

Determination of Eligibility: Other Designation Date:

Photograph: Sound Shore Railroad Bridge over Morses Creek, Linden, View Southwest
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BASE FORM       Historic Sites #: 

Survey Name: Goethals Bridge Replacement Project  Date:
December 28, 
2007

Surveyor: Deborah Van Steen, Preparer  
Organization: The Louis Berger Group, Inc. 

Location Map: Site Map: 

See Continuation Sheet

Bibliography/Sources:    

See Continuation Sheet 

Additional Information:  

More Research Needed? Yes No

INTENSIVE LEVEL USE ONLY 
Attachments Included: Building Structure Object Bridge

Landscape Industry Historic District Form
Within Historic District? Yes No Sound Shore Railroad 

Status:  Key-Contributing Contributing Non-Contributing
Associated Archaeological Site/Deposit? Yes
(Known or potential Sites – if yes, please describe briefly) 
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HISTORIC DISTRICT FORM     Historic Sites #: 

Survey Name: Goethals Bridge Replacement Project  Date:
December 28, 
2007

Surveyor: Deborah Van Steen, Preparer  
Organization: The Louis Berger Group, Inc. 

District Name: Sound Shore Railroad 
County(s): Union, Middlesex District Type: Transportation 

Municipality(s): 
Elizabeth City, Linden City, 

Carteret Borough USGS Quad(s):
Elizabeth, NJ 
Arthur Kill, NY 

Local Place Name(s):

Elizabeth, Linden, Bayway, 
Grasselli, Tremley, Carteret, 
Chrome 

Development Period c. 1895 To 1960 Source:
Deeds; Bernhart; Baer, Coxey, Schopp; 
Corso, Paone 

Physical Condition: poor
Remaining Historic Fabric: low

National Historic 
Landmark:       SHPO Opinion:       

Registration and 
Status Dates: 

National Register:       Local Designation:       

New Jersey Register:       Other Designation:       

Determination of Eligibility:       Other Designation Date:       

Description:  The former Sound Shore Railroad is a single track railroad that extends approximately 6 miles 
between Bayway in the City of Elizabeth in Union County to Chrome in the Borough of Carteret in Middlesex 
County.  The rail line was constructed along the Arthur Kill and “[ran] on spiles over a considerable part of its 
length” (NYT 1904).  The line had a number of curves that resulted in the institution of a speed limit of 20 
miles per hour.  Several stations were constructed along its length to transport workers to the industries 
serviced by the railroad.  As only a small section of this former line is within the Goethals Bridge study area 
and sections of the line extend through fenced private property, a complete survey of the railroad right-of-way 
was not undertaken as part of this study.  Within the study area, some track remains, however portions of the 
right-of-way are no longer intact.  One associated bridge is located within the study area, the Sound Shore 
Railroad Bridge over Morses Creek.  The district includes the former right-of-way as well as its associated 
spur lines, sidings, bridges and other railroad features which are located along the line from Elizabeth to 
Carteret.

Setting:  The Sound Shore Railroad extends through a low-lying area that was previously characterized as 
predominately marshy.  The line extends from its connection to the Elizabethport and Perth Amboy Railroad 
in the Bayway section of Elizabeth southward to the Chrome area in Carteret.  The line is situated in a highly 
industrial area that historically contained a large number of petroleum and chemical related industries.  A 
complete field survey of the railroad was not conducted as part of the current project. 
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ELIGIBILITY WORKSHEET     Historic Sites #: 

Survey Name: Goethals Bridge Replacement Project  Date:
December 28, 
2007

Surveyor: Deborah Van Steen, Preparer  
Organization: The Louis Berger Group, Inc. 

History:  In 1889, the Grasselli Chemical Company purchased the Standard Chemical Works, located at Tremley 
Point, and constructed a short rail line to connect their property to the Central Railroad of New Jersey.  A similar 
spur line was also constructed to connect the Grasselli Chemical Company property to the Elizabethport and 
Perth Amboy Railroad located in the Bayway section of Elizabeth.  In 1895, the Sound Shore Railroad was 
incorporated and absorbed these and several other small lines that had been previously constructed by the 
Central Railroad of New Jersey as well as other nearby properties in order to form a right of way that extended 
from the Bayway section of Elizabeth to the Chrome section of Carteret.  [See Continuation Sheet] 

Significance:  The Sound Shore Railroad was completed in 1896 to service the industries along the Arthur Kill.  
This railroad is significant for its association with the industrial development along this area of the Arthur Kill, 
locally known as the Chemical Coast.   

Eligibility for New Jersey 
and National Registers:  Yes  No 

National 
Register Criteria:  A  B  C  D 

Level of Significance  Local  State  National 

Justification of Eligibility/Ineligibility:  The Sound Shore Railroad is eligible for listing on the National Register 
of Historic Places under Criterion A as an important component of the industrial history of the coastal area of the 
Arthur Kill from Elizabeth, Union County, to Carteret, Middlesex County, New Jersey.  The period of significance 
is from 1895, the year of its incorporation, to 1960, the last year that its industrial passenger service operated on 
the line.

For Historic Districts Only: 
Property Count: Key Contributing:       Contributing:       Non Contributing:       

For Individual Properties Only: 
     List the completed attachments related to the property’s significance: 

Bridge Attachment 

Narrative Boundary Description:  The boundary of the Sound Shore Railroad includes the railroad right-of-way, 
associated spur lines and sidings, bridges, and other railroad related features. 
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CONTINUATION SHEET Historic Sites #: 

Survey Name: Goethals Bridge Replacement Project Date:
December 28, 
2007

Surveyor: Deborah Van Steen, Preparer
Organization: The Louis Berger Group, Inc. 

Location and Site Map, Sound Shore Railroad 
Sheet 1 of 3 

USGS Elizabeth, NJ Quadrangle



New Jersey Department of Environmental Protection
Historic Preservation Office          Page 6

CONTINUATION SHEET Historic Sites #: 

Survey Name: Goethals Bridge Replacement Project Date:
December 28, 
2007

Surveyor: Deborah Van Steen, Preparer
Organization: The Louis Berger Group, Inc. 

Location and Site Map, Sound Shore Railroad 
Sheet 2of 3 

USGS Elizabeth, NJ Quadrangle
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CONTINUATION SHEET Historic Sites #: 

Survey Name: Goethals Bridge Replacement Project Date:
December 28, 
2007

Surveyor: Deborah Van Steen, Preparer
Organization: The Louis Berger Group, Inc. 

Location and Site Map, Sound Shore Railroad 
Sheet 3of 3 

USGS Elizabeth, NJ Quadrangle
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CONTINUATION SHEET    Historic Sites #: 

Survey Name: Goethals Bridge Replacement Project  Date:
December 28, 
2007

Surveyor: Deborah Van Steen, Preparer  
Organization: The Louis Berger Group, Inc. 

BASE FORM, Bibliography/Sources 

Anderson, Elaine. The Centrail Railroad of New Jersey’s Firt 100 Years, 1849-1949, A Historical Survey.  Center 
for Canal History and Technology, 1984. 

Baer, Christopher, William J. Coxey and Paul W. Schopp.  The Trail of the Blue Comet. Palmyra, New Jersey: 
West Jersey Chapter, National Railway Historical Society, 1994. 

Bernhart, Benjamin L.  Historic Journeys by Rail, Central Railroad of New Jersey. Dauberville, Pennsylvania: 
Outer Station Project, 2004. 

Corso, Joseph.  The Central Railroad of New Jersey.  Accessed online October 18, 2007 at 
<http://jcrhs.org/cnj.html>. 

New York Times.  Engineer Met Death Trying to Save Train. The New York Times. 15 Aug. 1904. 
Paone, Phil. North East Rails, Central of New Jersey History.  Accessed online October 18, 2007 at 

<http://www.northeast.railfan.net/cnj.html>. 
Sanborn Fire Insurance Maps. City of Elizabeth, New Jersey. 
Union County Deeds.  On file at the Union County Court House, Property Records. 
USGS Staten Island Quadrangle.  1891 and 1898.

ELIGIBILITY WORKSHEET, History, continued 

The Sound Shore Railroad opened in 1896 to service the industries that were located along the shore of the 
Arthur Kill (also referred to as the “Sound”).  During the industrial boom of the 1890s, properties along the shore 
of the Arthur Kill (i.e., the “Sound Shore”) were developed by chemical factories, metal works, and oil refineries.  
The available access to transportation became a vital draw for these industries as it was used not only to ship raw 
materials and finished products, but also to import a much needed labor force.  Several stops or stations were 
installed along the Sound Shore route at locations such as Bayway, Morses Creek, Grasselli, Tremley Point, 
Warners, Williams & Clark Chemical, Carteret, Liebigs Lane (originally established as Canda), and Chrome 
(Originally Sawyer’s) for the workers employed at the areas’ various industrial facilities.  The stations usually 
consisted of modest structures or shelters and were often non-agency constructions.   

In 1917, the CNJ sought to enhance and streamline both its business operations and its organizational structure.  
As a result, the subsidiary railroad companies under CNJ control, including the Sound Shore Railroad which 
became known as the Sound Shore Branch, were absorbed by the CNJ.  During the Depression years the CNJ 
experienced a serious decline in revenues that were exacerbated by subsequent increases in property taxes and 
worker wage demands in the early 1940s.  Although the CNJ operations were an important component of the war 
effort during World War II, the company continued to be plagued by labor issues.  After World War II, CNJ’s 
industrial freight and passenger services declined and its revenues decreased.  By 1957, the last year the CNJ 
made a profit, the problems faced by the railroads were evident.  To economize, the industrial passenger service 
on the Sound Shore line was terminated in April 1959 between the Chrome and Warners Stations.  However, this 
measure was subsequently followed by the abandonment of the remaining passenger services in 1960.  Many of 
the station shelters were removed shortly thereafter.   

The economic crisis facing America’s railroad companies was such that Federal intervention was required to 
address the deficits faced by the ailing railroads.  Recognizing the national economic importance of the railroads, 
Conrail was created as a measure to ameliorate the situation and Federal funds were appropriated to repair 
tracks and trains.  In 1976, the Sound Shore Division of the CNJ (formerly known as the Sound Shore Branch) 
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CONTINUATION SHEET    Historic Sites #: 

Survey Name: Goethals Bridge Replacement Project  Date:
December 28, 
2007

Surveyor: Deborah Van Steen, Preparer  
Organization: The Louis Berger Group, Inc. 

became part of the Conrail system.  By 1993, the Conrail trackage that was once owned and controlled by the 
former CNJ was greatly reduced.  According to Baer, Coxey, and Schopp, “the surviving portions constitute[d] a 
series of terminal lines within the Conrail system.  Least affected [were] the former Newark, Sound Shore, and 
Perth Amboy Branches along what railfans have dubbed the ‘Chemical Coast.”  Portions of the Sound Shore 
right-of-way are now owned by Conrail as part of the Shared Assets that are operated by CSXT and the Norfolk 
Southern Railroad for freight traffic.  The northern sections of the former Sound Shore Railroad that are located 
within the project area no longer appear to be active. 
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BASE FORM Historic Sites #: 

Survey Name: Goethals Bridge Replacement Date:
December 28, 
2007

Surveyor: Deborah Van Steen, Preparer
Organization: The Louis Berger Group, Inc. 

Property Name: 735-757 South Front Street
Street Address: Street #: 735 757 Apartment #: 

(Low) (High) (Low) (High)

Prefix: S Street Name: Front Suffix: Type: ST

County(s): Union Zip Code: 07207
Municipality(s): Elizabeth City Block(s): 4

Local Place Name(s): Elizabeth Lot(s): 1458
Ownership:: Private USGS Quad(s) Elizabeth, NJ 

Description: The complex of buildings located at 735-757 South Front Street consists of a pair of interconnected
buildings.  The first building is a large three-story warehouse marked by signs as building “E,” which is 23 bays
wide on its north elevation and five bays deep with a one-story, gable-roofed addition on its eastern elevation, and 
a one-story hyphen appended to the central portion of its southern elevation.  This hyphen connects the
warehouse to the second building, which is a two-story monitor-roofed building with a two-story gable-roofed wing
extending from its southern elevation.

National Historic 
Landmark: SHPO Opinion:

Registration and 
Status Dates: 

National Register: Local Designation: 

New Jersey Register: Other Designation: 

Determination of Eligibility: Other Designation Date:

Photograph:  735-757 South Front Street, Warehouse, View Northeast
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BASE FORM Historic Sites #: 

Survey Name: Goethals Bridge Replacement Date:
December 28, 
2007

Surveyor: Deborah Van Steen, Preparer
Organization: The Louis Berger Group, Inc. 

Location Map: Site Map: 

735-757 South Front Street 

USGS Elizabeth, NJ Quadrangle

Bibliography/Sources:
Sanborn Fire Insurance Maps.  Elizabeth, NJ. 1922/23, 1950, and 1951
Union County Deeds.  On file at the Union County Court House, Property Records.

Additional Information: N/A

More Research Needed? Yes No

INTENSIVE LEVEL USE ONLY 
Attachments Included: Building Structure Object Bridge

Landscape Industry
Within Historic District? Yes No

Status:  Key-Contributing Contributing Non-Contributing
Associated Archaeological Site/Deposit? Yes
(Known or potential Sites – if yes, please describe briefly)
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INDUSTRIAL BUILDING ATTACHMENT Historic Sites #: 

Survey Name: Goethals Bridge Replacement Date:
December 28, 
2007

Surveyor: Deborah Van Steen, Preparer 
Organization: The Louis Berger Group, Inc. 

Common Name: 735-757 South Front Street, Warehouse 
Historic Name: Bayway Terminal 

Present Use: Unknown 
Historic Industry: Other, Industrial Warehouse Building ID: E

Construction Date: 
1919, 1923,  
c. 1926 Source: 

Sanborn Maps, Deeds, Stylistic Evidence, Other 
Bayway Buildings 

Alteration Date(s): Unknown Source: N/A
Designer: Unknown Physical Condition: Fair

Builder: Bayway Terminal Remaining Historic Fabric: High
Style: Other

Length: N/A Stories: 3
Width: N/A Bays: 23

Exterior Finish Materials Other
Foundation Materials: Other

Structural System: 

Reinforced Concrete 
Construction with Brick Curtain 
Walls Roof System: Hollow Tile Roof 

Roof Finish Materials: Unknown 
Equipment/Machinery: Unknown 
Transportation Links: Loading dock, rail siding, highway 

Exterior Description:  The Warehouse building at 735-757 South Front Street, is a large three-story warehouse 
that was constructed in phases between 1919 and circa 1926.  The building is 23 bays wide on its north elevation 
and five bays deep, and marked as building “E” by signs applied to its corners, with a one-story, gable-roofed 
addition on its eastern elevation, and a one-story hyphen appended to the central portion of it southern elevation.  
The hyphen connects the warehouse to a two-story monitor-roofed building with a two-story gable-roofed wing 
extending from its southern elevation.  The oldest section at the southeastern most section, built in 1919, features 
reinforced concrete construction with brick curtain walls, a poured concrete foundation, and a flat, hollow tile roof.  
Additional sections, extending to Amboy Avenue, were added in the 1920s to form the present rectangular 
building.
[See continuation sheet]

Interior Description:  N/A 

Setting: This property is located in an area that has been highly industrialized since the early twentieth century.  
The buildings on this property are situated adjacent to one another and to the Sound Shore Railroad.  There is no 
vegetation on the property and the entire area outside of the buildings is paved with asphalt.
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INDUSTRIAL BUILDING ATTACHMENT Historic Sites #: 

Survey Name: Goethals Bridge Replacement Date:
December 28, 
2007

Surveyor: Deborah Van Steen, Preparer
Organization: The Louis Berger Group, Inc. 

Common Name: 735-757 South Front Street, Chemical Works and Boiler & Pump House 
Historic Name: Bayway Terminal – Alpha Chemical and Arlin Chemical Works 

Present Use: Unknown
Historic Industry: Other, Chemical Industry Building ID: 

Construction Date: c. 1925 Source: Sanborn Maps, Deeds, Stylistic Evidence
Alteration Date(s): Unknown Source: N/A

Designer: Unknown Physical Condition: Fair
Builder: Bayway Terminal Remaining Historic Fabric: High

Style: Other
Length: N/A Stories: 3

Width: N/A Bays: 23
Exterior Finish Materials Other, Hollow Tile 

Foundation Materials: Other

Structural System:

Reinforced Concrete 
Construction with Tile Curtain
Walls Roof System: Unknown

Roof Finish Materials: Unknown
Equipment/Machinery: Unknown
Transportation Links: Loading dock, rail siding 

Exterior Description:  The main section of the former Chemical Works and Boiler & Pump House stands two 
stories tall and three bays wide capped with a monitor roof. The building is constructed of stucco-clad concrete
piers with tile block curtain walls.  Both the east and west gable-end elevations contain three bays of multi-light
windows.  Poured concrete piers divide the south elevation into five bays. Both the north and south sides of the 
monitor roof are entirely glazed with multi-light windows.  A yellow brick chimney stack is appended to the boiler 
house’s southwest corner.  The south elevation of the main block also features a two-story, five-bay wing.  The
wing is constructed of stuccoed tile block with a poured concrete foundation that is capped with a corrugated-
metal roof. The bays are divided by stucco-clad concrete piers.  The wing’s first-story east elevation features
three fenestral openings per bay, most of which contain smaller industrial windows, and the second story contains
single large multi-light industrial windows in each bay. The roof of the main structure and the wing both feature 
wide eaves with exposed purlins and rafters.

Interior Description:  N/A

Setting: The former Chemical Works and Boiler & Pump House is centered on the northeast side of the vacated
Allen Street Extension (formerly Laurel Street), east of the Sound Shore Railroad right-of-way.  The buildings on
this property are situated adjacent to one another and to the railroad line.  There is no vegetation on the property
and the entire area outside of the buildings is paved with asphalt.
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ELIGIBILITY WORKSHEET    Historic Sites #: 

Survey Name: Goethals Bridge Replacement Date:
December 28, 
2007

Surveyor: Deborah Van Steen, Preparer 
Organization: The Louis Berger Group, Inc. 

History:  Documentary evidence suggests that the property at 735-757 South Front Street is part of the 
warehouse facilities associated with the Bayway Terminal Company.  The 1923 Sanborn Map depicts that the 
southeastern-most section of the Warehouse and the middle section to the northwest were drawn according to 
plans, suggesting that construction of this section occurred shortly thereafter.  The building was extended to 
Amboy Avenue sometime around 1926.  The Warehouse was used for the storage of cotton (Sanborn 1923) and 
as an oil warehouse (1950 Sanborn).  The adjacent Chemical Works and Boiler & Pump House building is 
identified as the Bayway Terminal Alpha Chemical Works and the Arlin Chemical Works in 1950.  By 1951, the 
building houses a woodworking shop. 
[See Continuation Sheet] 

Significance:  The property at 735-757 South Front Street in Elizabeth, Union County, New Jersey contains a 
typical vernacular warehouse from 1919 and a typical boiler and pump house (later connected with a hyphen) 
dating to circa 1930.  These modest buildings lack any embellishments and are not uncommon forms in the area.  
Several other buildings in the area are constructed of tile and were constructed during the first half of the 
twentieth century to be used as warehouses.  The boiler room/pump house is the only historic example in the 
APE, but it is not an unusual form as boiler rooms/pump houses were necessary structures in many industries.  

Eligibility for New Jersey 
and National Registers:  Yes  No 

National 
Register Criteria:  A  B  C  D 

Level of Significance  Local  State  National 

Justification of Eligibility/Ineligibility:   
The buildings (currently all one building) at 735-757 South Front Street in Elizabeth do not meet National Register 
eligibility criteria.  The property is not related to significant historic trends, events, or persons (Criteria A and B).  
Built circa 1919/1930, the vernacular industrial buildings at 735-757 South Front Street do not represent any 
distinctive characteristics of the period, nor do they represent the work of a master, or possess high artistic values 
(Criterion C).  The property at 735-757 South Front Street is unlikely to provide information important to our 
understanding of history (Criterion D).   

For Historic Districts Only: 
Property Count: Key Contributing:       Contributing:       Non Contributing:       

For Individual Properties Only: 
     List the completed attachments related to the property’s significance: 

Industrial Attachment 

Narrative Boundary Description:  The property is located at 735-757 South Front Street in Elizabeth, Union 
County. It is associated with block 4 lot 1458.  It is bounded to the northeast by Myrtle Street, to the northwest by 
Amboy Avenue and a rail line, to the southwest by Allen Street Extension, and to the southeast by South Front 
Street.
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CONTINUATION SHEET    Historic Sites #: 

Survey Name: Goethals Bridge Replacement Date:
December 28, 
2007

Surveyor: Deborah Van Steen, Preparer 
Organization: The Louis Berger Group, Inc. 

INDUSTRIAL BUILDING ATTACHMENT, Warehouse Exterior Description, continued 

The east and west elevations possess five bays and the entire building is symmetrically divided into bays with 
stucco-clad concrete piers.  Large loading bays originally pierced nearly all first-story bays, most of which have 
since been in-filled with concrete blocks and some now feature metal slab pedestrian doors.  Loading doors that 
remain consist of either fiberglass or metal overhead roll doors.  Upper story bays primarily contain six-light metal 
windows with four-light operable awning windows, most with concrete block infill surrounds.  Each of the window 
bays features concrete sills, most of which span the full width between the bays of the concrete piers.  Above the 
first story is a wide punctuated stringcourse.  The center two bays of the north and south elevations feature are 
crowned by a pedimented parapet flanked by thinner but taller pedimented parapets. Three bays on the south 
elevation are recessed by one bay, and a small shed-roof loading shelter is located in the angle of this recess.  A 
second loading dock on the south elevation is sheltered with a corrugated-metal pent roof, a portion of which has 
been enclosed.  Atop the eastern end of the warehouse is a metal water tank emblazoned with “Bayway Terminal 
Corp” on its sides.   

The one-story addition appended to the Warehouse’s east elevation features five bays along its south and north 
elevations and six bays on its east elevation, all defined by poured concrete piers with five-to-one common bond 
brick spandrels.  The addition features poured concrete sills and a raised foundation of the same material.  The 
east elevation features two loading bays in-filled with concrete blocks and two single-leaf doors.  The east and 
south elevations contain nine-light metal windows in which the bottom row of three lights are hopper windows.  
The windows are primarily located immediately under the wide eaves and feature poured-concrete sills.  This one-
story wing has a very shallow-pitched gable roof sheathed with corrugated metal.  The north elevation has a two-
bay-wide shed-roof porch set in the angle of the ell with the main building.  The south elevation possesses a 
corrugated fiberglass-walled structure appended to its west end. 

The one-story hyphen extending southward from the center of the warehouse’s south elevation connects the 
warehouse to a former boiler and pump house built circa 1930.  A fenced lot and parked truck trailers blocked 
views of the hyphen.   

ELIGIBILITY WORKSHEET, History, continued 

By the 1920s, Bayway Terminal owned several tracks of land this section of Bayway in the cities of Linden and 
Elizabeth.  The company actively built new facilities and added to existing properties they acquired during the 
boom years through the 1920s.  The company carried extensive debt and bonds, obligations which it was unable 
to meet during the Depression.  By 1935, the company was in receivership, undergoing bankruptcy proceedings.  
As a result of the reorganization proceedings, in 1937, all of the Bayway Terminal holdings were conveyed to a 
reorganized Bayway Terminal Corporation.  Ownership was succeeded by Colt Industries, which conveyed the 
property, consisting of five parcels, to 666 South Front Street in 1981.  In 1994, the property was acquired by 
T.G.H. Myrtle Warehouse Corporation. 
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CONTINUATION SHEET Historic Sites #: 

Survey Name: Goethals Bridge Replacement Date:
December 28, 
2007

Surveyor: Deborah Van Steen, Preparer
Organization: The Louis Berger Group, Inc. 

Warehouse, 735-757 South Front Street, View Southeast 

Warehouse, 737-757 South Front Street, View Southwest
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CONTINUATION SHEET Historic Sites #: 

Survey Name: Goethals Bridge Replacement Date:
December 28, 
2007

Surveyor: Deborah Van Steen, Preparer
Organization: The Louis Berger Group, Inc. 

Warehouse, 737-757 South Front Street, South Elevation, View Northeast

Warehouse, 737-757 South Front Street, View Northwest
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CONTINUATION SHEET Historic Sites #: 

Survey Name: Goethals Bridge Replacement Date:
December 28, 
2007

Surveyor: Deborah Van Steen, Preparer
Organization: The Louis Berger Group, Inc. 

Warehouse, 737-757 South Front Street, View Southwest

Chemical Works and Boiler & Pump House, 737-757 South Front Street, View East 
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CONTINUATION SHEET Historic Sites #: 

Survey Name: Goethals Bridge Replacement Date:
December 28, 
2007

Surveyor: Deborah Van Steen, Preparer
Organization: The Louis Berger Group, Inc. 

Chemical Works and Boiler & Pump House, 737-757 South Front Street, View Northwest
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CONTINUATION SHEET Historic Sites #: 

Survey Name: Goethals Bridge Replacement Date:
December 28, 
2007

Surveyor: Deborah Van Steen, Preparer
Organization: The Louis Berger Group, Inc. 

Site Map, Adapted from Sanborn Map, 1951 

Demolished

Demolished

Sound Shore Railroad

Warehouse

Chemical Works and 
Boiler & Pump House
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BASE FORM Historic Sites #: 

Survey Name: Goethals Bridge Replacement Date:
December 28, 
2007

Surveyor: Deborah Van Steen, Preparer
Organization: The Louis Berger Group, Inc. 

Property Name: 760-766 South Front Street
Street Address: Street #: 760 766 Apartment #: 

(Low) (High) (Low) (High)

Prefix: S Street Name: Front Suffix: Type: ST

County(s): Union Zip Code: 07202
Municipality(s): Elizabeth City Block(s): 4

Local Place Name(s): Elizabeth Lot(s): 1472 and 1474
Ownership:: Private USGS Quad(s) Elizabeth, NJ 

Description: The property at 760-766 South Front Street consists of two buildings, a Factory Building parallel to
South Front Street and a contemporary single-story concrete block garage/storage building at the south end of 
the property.  Probably erected in the 1960s, the garage/storage building features a flat roof with an aluminum
coping and two bays penetrating both its north and west elevations.  A metal overhead roll garage door and a 
metal slab pedestrian door occupy the north elevation bays.  The west elevation displays a metal industrial sash
and concrete block infill in its second window opening.  The Factory Building is described on the Industrial
Building Attachment. 

National Historic 
Landmark: SHPO Opinion:

Registration and 
Status Dates: 

National Register: Local Designation: 

New Jersey Register: Other Designation: 

Determination of Eligibility: Other Designation Date:

Photograph:  760-766 South Front Street, View South 
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BASE FORM Historic Sites #: 

Survey Name: Goethals Bridge Replacement Date:
December 28, 
2007

Surveyor: Deborah Van Steen, Preparer
Organization: The Louis Berger Group, Inc. 

Location Map: Site Map: 

760-766 South Front Street 

USGS Elizabeth, NJ Quadrangle

Bibliography/Sources:
Sanborn Fire Insurance Maps.  Elizabeth, NJ. 1950, and 1951.
Union County Deeds.  On file at the Union County Court House, Property Records.

Additional Information: N/A

More Research Needed? Yes No

INTENSIVE LEVEL USE ONLY 
Attachments Included: Building Structure Object Bridge

Landscape Industry
Within Historic District? Yes No

Status:  Key-Contributing Contributing Non-Contributing
Associated Archaeological Site/Deposit? Yes
(Known or potential Sites – if yes, please describe briefly)
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INDUSTRIAL BUILDING ATTACHMENT Historic Sites #: 

Survey Name: Goethals Bridge Replacement Date:
December 28, 
2007

Surveyor: Deborah Van Steen, Preparer
Organization: The Louis Berger Group, Inc. 

Common Name: 760-766 South Front Street, Factory 
Historic Name: Unknown

Present Use: Unknown
Historic Industry: Unknown Building ID: C

Construction Date: c. 1950-1951 Source: Sanborn Maps, Stylistic Evidence
Alteration Date(s): N/A Source: N/A

Designer: Unknown Physical Condition: Good
Builder: Unknown Remaining Historic Fabric: High

Style: N/A
Length: ~160 feet Stories: 1

Width: ~76 feet Bays: 12
Exterior Finish Materials Concrete Block, Modern

Foundation Materials: Other

Structural System:
Steel Frame Construction with 
Curtain Walls Roof System: Gypsum Slab Roof 

Roof Finish Materials: Unknown
Equipment/Machinery: Unknown
Transportation Links: Loading dock, rail siding 

Exterior Description: The Factory Building at 760-766 South Front Street is a rectangular plan industrial
building, one story in height, with a gypsum slab, flat roof.  The roof is edged with aluminum coping.  The building
has steel frame construction with concrete block curtain walls set atop a poured concrete foundation.  Twenty
bays penetrate the building’s west elevation; eight bays occupy the south elevation.  The building, marked by a
metal sign on its northwest corner as a garage and building “C,” exhibits 3-foot brick apron walls with a six-course
American brick bond (12 courses total) between the foundation and the upper walls composed of concrete block.
Windows in the upper section of the wall consist of six-light, metal hopper windows.  The south elevation has two
metal slab doors, one metal louvered vent, and three bays in-filled with plate metal. The west elevation has three
metal vents, 16 six-light industrial windows, and one loading bay, which has been in-filled with concrete blocks.

Interior Description: N/A

Setting: The property at 760-766 South Front Street is located on the southeast side of the road, adjacent to the 
Arthur Kill in an industrial area of Elizabeth, known as Bayway.  The site consists of more than nine acres.  The 
property has no vegetation, is paved with asphalt, and is surrounded by a chain-link fence.
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ELIGIBILITY WORKSHEET     Historic Sites #: 

Survey Name: Goethals Bridge Replacement Date:
December 28, 
2007

Surveyor: Deborah Van Steen, Preparer 
Organization: The Louis Berger Group, Inc. 

History:  Documentary evidence suggests that the factory building at 760-766 South Front Street was 
constructed in 1950.  The building is depicted on both the 1950 and 1951 Sanborn maps as drawn from plans and 
is shown as a factory building.  The property was part of the holdings in the area owned by Colt Industries 
Operating Corporation.  Colt Industries sold the property to 666 South Front Street Associates in 1981.  The 
property was conveyed to Joseph Cory Holdings and subsequently conveyed to Cory Bayway Holdings in 1999. 

Significance:  The property at 760-766 South Front Street in Elizabeth contains a typical factory-type building 
built circa 1950-1951 in Union County, New Jersey.  This modest building lacks any embellishments and is not an 
uncommon form or building type within the area.  The building has no known historic significance.

Eligibility for New Jersey 
and National Registers:  Yes  No 

National 
Register Criteria:  A  B  C  D 

Level of Significance  Local  State  National 

Justification of Eligibility/Ineligibility:   
The building at 760-766 South Front Street in Elizabeth does not appear to meet National Register eligibility 
criteria.  The property is not related to significant historic trends, events, or persons (Criteria A and B).  Built circa 
1950-1951, the vernacular factory building at 760-766 South Front Street does not represent any distinctive 
architectural characteristics and is representative of industrial buildings of the period.  It does not represent the 
work of a master, or possess high artistic values (Criterion C).  The property at 760-766 South Front Street is 
unlikely to provide information important to our understanding of history (Criterion D).   

For Historic Districts Only: 
Property Count: Key Contributing:       Contributing:       Non Contributing:       

For Individual Properties Only: 
     List the completed attachments related to the property’s significance: 

Industrial Attachment 

Narrative Boundary Description:  The property at 760-766 South Front Street is bounded by the exterior lot 
lines of Block 4, Lot 1472.  It is bounded to the northwest by South Front Street and to the west by the boundary 
line separating the cities of Linden and Elizabeth, and to the south and southeast by Arthur Kill.    
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CONTINUATION SHEET Historic Sites #: 

Survey Name: Goethals Bridge Replacement Date:
December 28, 
2007

Surveyor: Deborah Van Steen, Preparer
Organization: The Louis Berger Group, Inc. 

760-766 South Front Street, View Northeast 

760-766 South Front Street, View Southeast 
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BASE FORM Historic Sites #: 

Survey Name: Goethals Bridge Replacement Date:
December 28, 
2007

Surveyor: Deborah Van Steen, Preparer
Organization: The Louis Berger Group, Inc. 

Property Name: New York Terminals LLC
Street Address: Street #: 534 538 Apartment #: 

(Low) (High) (Low) (High)

Prefix: S Street Name: Front Suffix: Type: ST

County(s): Union Zip Code: 07206
Municipality(s): Elizabeth City Block(s): 4

Local Place Name(s): Elizabeth Lot(s): 1466 & 1447
Ownership:: Private USGS Quad(s) Elizabeth, NJ 

Description: The property at 534-538 South Front Street is sited on the southeast side of the street in a highly 
industrialized area.  The property is a narrow rectangular lot that extends from South Front Street to the Arthur
Kill.  This property consists of four buildings, adjacent storage tanks, and is surrounded by asphalt paving.  The 
frontage along the Arthur Kill terminates with a bulkhead. The main building is a two-story office building.
Adjacent to the tanks and south of the office, a small single-story building is visible from the aerial photographs.
[See Continuation Sheet] 

National Historic 
Landmark: SHPO Opinion:

Registration and 
Status Dates: 

National Register: Local Designation: 

New Jersey Register: Other Designation: 

Determination of Eligibility: Other Designation Date:

Photograph: Office Building at 534-538 South Front Street, View East. 
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BASE FORM Historic Sites #: 

Survey Name: Goethals Bridge Replacement Date:
December 28, 
2007

Surveyor: Deborah Van Steen, Preparer
Organization: The Louis Berger Group, Inc. 

Location Map: Site Map: 

See Continuation SheetNew York Terminals LLC

USGS Elizabeth, NJ Quadrangle

Bibliography/Sources:
Sanborn Fire Insurance Maps. Elizabeth, NJ; 1922/1923 and 1950.
Union County Deeds.  On file at the Union County Court House, Property Records.

Additional Information: N/A

More Research Needed? Yes No

INTENSIVE LEVEL USE ONLY 
Attachments Included: Building Structure Object Bridge

Landscape Industry
Within Historic District? Yes No

Status:  Key-Contributing Contributing Non-Contributing
Associated Archaeological Site/Deposit? Yes
(Known or potential Sites – if yes, please describe briefly)
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INDUSTRIAL BUILDING ATTACHMENT Historic Sites #: 

Survey Name: Goethals Bridge Replacement Date:
December 28, 
2007

Surveyor: Deborah Van Steen, Preparer 
Organization: The Louis Berger Group, Inc. 

Common Name: 534-538 South Front Street, Office Building 
Historic Name: Midland Tar Distillers Storage 

Present Use: Office Activity – private business 
Historic Industry: Office Activity – private business Building ID: N/A

Construction Date: c. 1954 Source: 
City of Elizabeth Tax Assessors Office, Property 
Records and Sanborn Maps  

Alteration Date(s): N/A Source: 
Designer: Unknown Physical Condition: Good

Builder: New York Oil Company Remaining Historic Fabric: Medium
Style: Other

Length: ~30 Feet Stories: 2
Width: ~30 Feet Bays: 3

Exterior Finish Materials Concrete Block Modern 
Foundation Materials: Other

Structural System: Curtain Wall Roof System: Unknown, Flat Roof 
Roof Finish Materials: Unknown 
Equipment/Machinery: N/A
Transportation Links: Railroad Siding, Water via the Arthur Kill, and Highways 

Exterior Description:  The Office Building is a two-story, rectangular plan building with a flat roof.  The building 
has block curtain walls, three bays wide with window bays separated by masonry.  The windows consist of multi-
pane casements with panels below.  The main entrance is located in an end bay and has a single-leaf glass door.  
The area adjacent to the building houses storage tanks and sheds.  The property is surrounded by a chain-link 
fence with barbed wire at the top and a closed gate.  Access to this property was not permitted, and therefore the 
survey was limited to buildings visible from the street.

Interior Description:  N/A

Setting:  The building is sited on a narrow lot on the southeast side of South Front Street in the Bayway industrial 
area on the Arthur Kill between the Elizabeth River and Morses Creek.  The area traversed by railroads, including 
the Staten Island Railroad, and is near the Goethals Bridge.  Properties that have numerous storage tanks on 
both sides of South Front Street with connecting overhead pipelines include this site and adjacent properties. 
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INDUSTRIAL BUILDING ATTACHMENT Historic Sites #: 

Survey Name: Goethals Bridge Replacement Date:
December 28, 
2007

Surveyor: Deborah Van Steen, Preparer
Organization: The Louis Berger Group, Inc. 

Common Name: 529-539 South Front Street, Boiler Room
Historic Name: New York Oil Storage & Transfer Company

Present Use: Other
Historic Industry: Petroleum Products Building ID: N/A

Construction Date: 1923 Source: Stylistic Evidence, Sanborn Maps 
Alteration Date(s): c. 1950 Source: 1950 Sanborn Map 

Designer: Unknown Physical Condition: Fair
Builder: New York Oil Storage & Transfer Company Remaining Historic Fabric: Low

Style: None
Length: ~38 Feet Stories: 1

Width: ~28 Feet Bays: N/A
Exterior Finish Materials Stucco

Foundation Materials: Unknown
Structural System: Structural Tile Roof System: Unknown

Roof Finish Materials: Unknown
Equipment/Machinery: N/A
Transportation Links: Railroad Siding, Water via the Arthur Kill, and Highway

Exterior Description: The Boiler Room is an L-shaped building, one story high, constructed of hollow tile. 
Covered with stucco, the building terminates in an asphalt-shingled shed roof with a parapet.  The northeast
elevation has an aluminum roll-up garage door, and the northwest elevation is pierced with a six-light metal 
window.  The southeast elevation contains two two-light metal windows, and a single-leaf pedestrian door, which
provides access to a boiler room.  This building is depicted on the 1923 Sanborn map which states that it was 
illustrated according to plans.  By 1950 it had undergone an extension and an addition on the northeast elevation.

Interior Description: N/A

Setting: The building is sited on a narrow lot on the northwest side of South Front Street in the Bayway industrial
area on the Arthur Kill between the Elizabeth River and Morses Creek.  The area traversed by railroads, including
the Staten Island Railroad, and is near the Goethals Bridge.  Properties that have numerous storage tanks on
both sides of South Front Street with connecting overhead pipelines include this site and adjacent properties.
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ELIGIBILITY WORKSHEET     Historic Sites #: 

Survey Name: Goethals Bridge Replacement Date:
December 28, 
2007

Surveyor: Deborah Van Steen, Preparer 
Organization: The Louis Berger Group Inc. 

History:  Documentary evidence suggests that the property associated with Block 4, Lots 1466 and 1447, 
acquired by the New York Oil Storage & Transfer Company, Inc. from the Cook & Swan Company in 1922.  
Shortly thereafter, the building currently identified as the Boiler Room was constructed.  The building is first 
depicted on the 1923 Sanborn map with a notation that it was drawn from plans.  In 1940, the New York Oil 
Company purchased the property.  According to the City of Elizabeth Tax Assessor’s Office, the Office Building 
was constructed in 1954.  The premises were acquired by the Midland Tar Distillers Storage Company in 1956.  
The property was subsequently sold by Croda Storage, Inc., formerly Midland Tar Distrillers Storage (also known 
as Midland Storage) of Parsippany, New Jersey, to New York Terminals, LLC.  The property at 534-538 and 529-
539 South Front Street in Elizabeth is associated with the New Jersey “Immigration and Agricultural, Industrial, 
Commercial, and Urban Expansion” context. 

Significance:  The property at 534-538 and 529-539 South Front Street in Elizabeth contains industrial buildings 
(constructed in 1923 and 1954) that are typical in the Bayway area.    

Eligibility for New Jersey 
and National Registers:  Yes  No 

National 
Register Criteria:  A  B  C  D 

Level of Significance  Local  State  National 

Justification of Eligibility/Ineligibility:   
The buildings at 534-538 and 529-539 South Front Street in Elizabeth do not meet National Register eligibility 
criteria.  The property is not related to significant historic trends, events, or persons (Criteria A and B).  Built in 
1923, the vernacular industrial building at 529-539 South Front Street lacks any embellishments and is not an 
uncommon form within the area. The building at 534-538 South Front Street, constructed 1954, is a 
representative example of a small industry-related office building of the period.  Neither building represents the 
work of a master or possesses high artistic values (Criterion C).  The property at 534-538 and 529-539 South 
Front Street is unlikely to provide information important to our understanding of history (Criterion D).   

For Historic Districts Only: 
Property Count: Key Contributing:       Contributing:       Non Contributing:       

For Individual Properties Only: 
     List the completed attachments related to the property’s significance: 

Industrial Attachment 

Narrative Boundary Description:  The property is bounded by the lot lines of Block 4, Lots 1466 and 
1447southeast by Arthur Kill.    
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CONTINUATION SHEET Historic Sites #: 

Survey Name: Goethals Bridge Replacement Date:
December 28, 
2007

Surveyor: Deborah Van Steen, Preparer
Organization: The Louis Berger Group Inc. 

529-539 South Front Street, View Northwest 

529-539 South Front Street, View Southwest 
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CONTINUATION SHEET    Historic Sites #: 

Survey Name: Goethals Bridge Replacement Date:
December 28, 
2007

Surveyor: Deborah Van Steen, Preparer 
Organization: The Louis Berger Group Inc. 

BASE FORM Description, continued 

At the north corner of the property is another small single-story building.  A contemporary gable-roof shed is 
located at the south corner of the property.  Bridges, which support pipe lines, cross the street to the property at 
529-539 South Front Street.  A single-story building with a shed roof is at the south corner of the lot, fronting on 
Front Street.  Beyond this building is a tank field with a contemporary gable-roofed shed.  The property is 
surrounded by a gated chain-link fence with barbed wire.  Access to the property was not permitted, and 
therefore, field survey was conducted from the street and aerial photographs.
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CONTINUATION SHEET Historic Sites #: 

Survey Name: Goethals Bridge Replacement Date:
December 28, 
2007

Surveyor: Deborah Van Steen, Preparer
Organization: The Louis Berger Group Inc. 

Boiler Room 

Contemporary Shed

Office

Not to Scale

Unidentified buildings

Site Map, 534-538 and 529-539 South Front Street 
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BASE FORM Historic Sites #: 

Survey Name: Goethals Bridge Replacement Date:
December 28, 
2007

Surveyor: Deborah Van Steen, Preparer
Organization: The Louis Berger Group, Inc. 

Property Name: 346-532 South Front Street
Street Address: Street #: 346 532 Apartment #: 

(Low) (High) (Low) (High)

Prefix: S Street Name: Front Suffix: Type: ST

County(s): Union Zip Code: 07202
Municipality(s): Elizabeth City Block(s): 4

Local Place Name(s): Elizabeth Lot(s): 1464 and 1445
Ownership:: Private USGS Quad(s) Elizabeth, NJ 

Description: The property at 346-532 South Front Street consists of two buildings on the southeast side of the 
street and various storage tanks and overhead pipe lines on both sides of South Front Street.  The site has
approximately six acres that extend from South Front Street to the Arthur Kill and over seven acres on the
opposite side of the street (Block 4, Lot 1445).  A berm surrounds many of the tanks.  Covered filling facilities, a
network of pipes, and tanks are on the northwest side of South Front Street.  The pipes connect to tank fields
north and west of buildings.  Bridges carry pipelines crosses South Front Street to the property on the opposite
side of South Front Street.

National Historic 
Landmark: SHPO Opinion:

Registration and 
Status Dates: 

National Register: Local Designation: 

New Jersey Register: Other Designation: 

Determination of Eligibility: Other Designation Date:

Photograph:  346-532 South Front Street, Main Building View South
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BASE FORM Historic Sites #: 

Survey Name: Goethals Bridge Replacement Date:
December 28, 
2007

Surveyor: Deborah Van Steen, Preparer
Organization: The Louis Berger Group, Inc. 

Location Map: Site Map: 

See Aerial Photograph on
Continuation Sheet 346-532 South Front

Street

USGS Elizabeth, NJ Quadrangle

Bibliography/Sources:
Jim Hinds’ History of Texaco.  Accessed online November 29, 2007 at <http://www.texacollector.com/hisory/htm>.
Sanborn Fire Insurance Maps. Elizabeth, NJ; 1922/1923 and 1950.
Texaco.  Wikipedia.  Access online on November 29, 2007 at <http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Texaco>.
Union County Deeds.  On file at the Union County Court House, Property Records.

Additional Information: N/A

More Research Needed? Yes No

INTENSIVE LEVEL USE ONLY 
Attachments Included: Building Structure Object Bridge

Landscape Industry
Within Historic District? Yes No

Status:  Key-Contributing Contributing Non-Contributing
Associated Archaeological Site/Deposit? Yes
(Known or potential Sites – if yes, please describe briefly)
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INDUSTRIAL BUILDING ATTACHMENT Historic Sites #: 

Survey Name: Goethals Bridge Replacement Date:
December 28, 
2007

Surveyor: Deborah Van Steen, Preparer 
Organization: The Louis Berger Group, Inc. 

Common Name: 346-532 South Front Street, Main Building 
Historic Name: The Texas Company 

Present Use: Heavy Industrial 
Historic Industry: Petroleum Products Building ID: N/A

Construction Date: c. 1928 Source: Deeds, Sanborn Maps, Stylistic Evidence 
Alteration Date(s): N/A Source: N/A

Designer: Unknown Physical Condition: Good
Builder: The Texas Company Remaining Historic Fabric: High

Style: Other
Length: ~300 feet Stories: 3

Width: ~65 feet Bays: 4
Exterior Finish Materials Terra Cotta 

Foundation Materials: Unknown 

Structural System: 
Fireproof, curtain wall, 
construction Roof System: Concrete 

Roof Finish Materials: Unknown 
Equipment/Machinery: Unknown 
Transportation Links: Loading dock, rail siding, water via the Arthur Kill, highways, railroad 

Exterior Description:  The main building is a large structural tile and concrete industrial building, three stories in 
height, with an L-shaped footprint, nine bays deep.  The building, which is narrower at the street, has two bays 
fronting at South Front Street.  The building is topped by a flat roof with a parapet.  The building has fireproof 
curtain wall construction which features concrete floors.  Each elevation is defined by full-height poured concrete 
piers, which break up the wide terra cotta tile courses in relief at each story similarly to stringcourses.  A variety of 
windows illuminate the building; however, the windows are primarily located at the second story with a few at the 
first story.  Windows include aluminum fixed windows, glass blocks, 12-light units with six-light pivotal, and nine-
light units with six-light awnings.  The first story also contains a variety of entries including metal overhead roll-up 
doors, double-leaf paneled wood doors, and single-leaf flush metal doors. At the rear elevation (southwest side) 
is a one-story, three-bay-wide by two-bay-deep section.

Interior Description:  N/A

Setting:  This building is sited on the southeast side of South Front Street in a highly industrialized area.  There is 
no vegetation on the property, and it is covered with asphalt paving.  The property is bounded at the southeast by 
the Arthur Kill.



New Jersey Department of Environmental Protection
Historic Preservation Office          Page 4

INDUSTRIAL BUILDING ATTACHMENT Historic Sites #: 

Survey Name: Goethals Bridge Replacement Date:
December 28, 
2007

Surveyor: Deborah Van Steen, Preparer 
Organization: The Louis Berger Group, Inc. 

Common Name: 346-532 South Front Street, Machine Shop 
Historic Name: The Texas Company 

Present Use: Heavy Industrial 
Historic Industry: Petroleum Products Building ID: N/A

Construction Date: c. 1923 Source: Deeds, Sanborn Maps, Stylistic Evidence 
Alteration Date(s): N/A Source: N/A

Designer: Unknown Physical Condition: Good
Builder: Galena-Signal Oil Company Remaining Historic Fabric: High

Style: None 
Length: ~35 feet Stories: 1

Width: ~38 feet Bays: 3
Exterior Finish Materials Terra Cotta 

Foundation Materials: Other
Structural System: Structural Tile Roof System: Unknown 

Roof Finish Materials: Roller Asphalt 
Equipment/Machinery: Unknown 
Transportation Links: Loading dock, rail siding, water via the Arthur Kill, Highways, Railroad 

Exterior Description:  Adjacent to the main building is a one-story building that served as a machine shop.  Built 
of structural tile, this small three bay-building is capped with a shallow gable roof sheathed with rolled asphalt.  
The symmetrical southwest facade features one central overhead roll-up replacement garage door flanked with 
20-light windows with six-light pivotal units.  A smaller one-story shed-roof section is located on the southeast 
elevation. This section is labeled as a storage area and has one single-leaf flush metal door.

Interior Description:  N/A

Setting:  This building is located to the northeast of 346 South Front Street.  Both buildings are sited on the south 
side of South Front Street in a highly industrialized area.  There is no vegetation on the property, and it is covered 
with asphalt paving.
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ELIGIBILITY WORKSHEET     Historic Sites #: 

Survey Name: Goethals Bridge Replacement Date:
December 28, 
2007

Surveyor: Deborah Van Steen, Preparer 
Organization: The Louis Berger Group, Inc. 

History:  Documentary evidence suggests that the Main Building at present-day 346-532 South Front Street was 
constructed circa 1928 by The Texas Company as a storage warehouse.  This building replaced three earlier 
structures: a cooper shop, barrel storage, and a wash house.  Historically, this site and a parcel located on the 
opposite side of the Street (349-527 South Front Street) have been associated with the petroleum industry.  The 
Texas Company acquired the property from Galena-Signal Oil Company in 1928 and is believed to have 
constructed what is now the Main Building at that time.  While under Galena-Signal Oil ownership, the machine 
shop was constructed circa 1923 and is depicted on the 1923 Sanborn map.  Galena-Signal was part of the 
Standard Oil Companies. 

[See Continuation Sheet] 

Significance:  The property at 346-532 and 349-527 South Front Street is a component of the petroleum-based 
industry that located in the Bayway area of Elizabeth.  The petroleum-related companies were one of the 
dominant industries in this area, during the early and mid twentieth century.  This property has continuously had 
the same industry related use for nearly one hundred years.   

Eligibility for New Jersey 
and National Registers:  Yes  No 

National 
Register Criteria:  A  B  C  D 

Level of Significance  Local  State  National 

Justification of Eligibility/Ineligibility:  The buildings at 346-532 South Front Street do not meet National 
Register eligibility criteria.  Although associated with the petroleum industry, the property is not significant 
historically or associated with persons important in our past (Criteria A and B).  Built circa 1928 and 1923, the 
industrial buildings at 346-532 South Front Street do not represent the work of a master, or possess high artistic 
values (Criterion C).  The property at 346-532 South Front Street is unlikely to provide information important to 
our understanding of history (Criterion D).   

For Historic Districts Only: 
Property Count: Key Contributing:       Contributing:       Non Contributing:       

For Individual Properties Only: 
     List the completed attachments related to the property’s significance: 

Industrial Building Attachments 

Narrative Boundary Description:  The property is boundaries are limited to the lot lines of Block 4, Lots 1464 
and 1445.  Lot 1464 is bounded by the Arthur Kill along its southeast boundary. 



New Jersey Department of Environmental Protection
Historic Preservation Office          Page 6

CONTINUATION SHEET Historic Sites #: 

Survey Name: Goethals Bridge Replacement Date:
December 28, 
2007

Surveyor: Deborah Van Steen, Preparer
Organization: The Louis Berger Group, Inc. 

Main Building at 346-532 South Front Street (building at left), View East 

Main Building at 346-532 South Front Street, View West
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CONTINUATION SHEET Historic Sites #: 

Survey Name: Goethals Bridge Replacement Date:
December 28, 
2007

Surveyor: Deborah Van Steen, Preparer
Organization: The Louis Berger Group, Inc. 

Machine Shop at 346-532 South Front Street, View East 

Main Building

Machine Shop

Aerial View and Site Map 
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CONTINUATION SHEET    Historic Sites #: 

Survey Name: Goethals Bridge Replacement Date:
December 28, 
2007

Surveyor: Deborah Van Steen, Preparer 
Organization: The Louis Berger Group, Inc. 

ELIGIBILITY WORKSHEET, History, continued 

The Texas Company began in 1901 and was one of approximately 200 companies that were formed following the 
oil strike at Sprindletop Hill near Beaumont, Texas.  The Texas Company first used the more familiarly known 
brand name TEXACO in 1903.  The Company grew through expansion and acquisition and became associated 
with other brands, such as Havoline, Indian, Fire-Chief, and Sky Chief. TEXACO became the first American oil 
company to sell its gasoline under one brand name nationwide in 1928 when The Texas Company purchased the 
former Galena-Signal property in Elizabeth,. 

The Texas Company sold the property to Crown Central Petroleum Corporation in 1943.  The current owner, 
Federal Petroleum, acquired the property from Crown in 1997.  The property at 346-532 South Front Street is 
associated with the New Jersey “Immigration and Agricultural, Industrial, Commercial, and Urban Expansion” 
context.



New Jersey Department of Environmental Protection 
Historic Preservation Office          Page 1  

BASE FORM       Historic Sites #: 

Survey Name: 
Goethals Bridge Replacement Date:

December 28, 
2007

Surveyor: Deborah Van Steen, Preparer 
Organization: The Louis Berger Group, Inc. 

Property Name: 76-78, 80-312, 314-344 South Front Street 
Street Address: Street #: 76  344 Apartment #:               

(Low) (High) (Low) (High)

Prefix: S Street Name: Front Suffix:       Type: ST 

County(s): Union Zip Code: 07202 
Municipality(s): Elizabeth City Block(s): 4

Local Place Name(s): Elizabeth Lot(s): 1461, 1462, 1463 
Ownership: Private USGS Quad(s): Elizabeth, NJ 

Description:  The premises at 76-78, 80-312, and 314-344 South Front Street, currently the location of Eport 
Storage, is a three block site located on the southeast side of South Front Street, which extends to the Arthur Kill.  
This property consists of adjacent and abutting buildings at 30-312 and 314-344 South Front Street.  Eport 
Storage facilities also utilize undeveloped land on the northwest side of the street for yard storage and an outdoor 
fabrication area that extends from South Front Street to the Elizabeth River.  The buildings associated with this 
property are located on the southeast side of South Front Street.  The building at 80-312 South Front Street is a 
contemporary indoor storage facility, which appears to be less than 50 years old.  Abutting this building is a group 
of connected buildings at 314-344 South Front Street configured in a U-plan, the oldest portion of which is the 
Shipping Shed, and is located along the shoreline of Arthur Kill.  

National Historic 
Landmark: SHPO Opinion:       

Registration and 
Status Dates: 

National Register:       Local Designation:       

New Jersey Register:       Other Designation:       

Determination of Eligibility:       Other Designation Date:       

Photograph:  80-312 (Indoor Storage Facility, left) and 314-344 (Filling Room, right) South Front Street, View Southwest



New Jersey Department of Environmental Protection 
Historic Preservation Office          Page 2  

BASE FORM       Historic Sites #: 

Survey Name: 
Goethals Bridge Replacement Date:

December 28, 
2007

Surveyor: Deborah Van Steen, Preparer 
Organization: The Louis Berger Group, Inc. 

Location Map: Site Map: 

See Aerial Photograph on  
Continuation Sheet. 

Bibliography/Sources:   
Eport Storage Company Website.  Accessed online on November 1, 2007 at 

<http://www.eportstorage.com>. 
Sanborn Fire Insurance Maps, City of Elizabeth, New Jersey.  1923, 1950, and 1951. 
Union County Deeds.  On file at the Union County Court House, Property Records. 

Additional Information:  N/A

More Research Needed? Yes No

INTENSIVE LEVEL USE ONLY 
Attachments Included: Building Structure Object Bridge

Landscape Industry
Within Historic District? Yes No

Status:  Key-Contributing Contributing
Non-

Contributing
Associated Archaeological Site/Deposit? Yes
(Known or potential Sites – if yes, please describe briefly) 
      

USGS Elizabeth, NJ Quadrangle

76-78, 80-312, 314-344 
South Front Street  
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INDUSTRIAL BUILDING ATTACHMENT Historic Sites #: 

Survey Name: 
Goethals Bridge Replacement Date:

December 28, 
2007

Surveyor: Deborah Van Steen, Preparer 
Organization: The Louis Berger Group, Inc. 

Common Name: 314-344 South Front Street, Shipping Shed 
Historic Name: New York Lubricating Oil Co., Shipping Shed 

Present Use: Heavy goods handling and processing  
Historic Industry: Petroleum Products Building ID: N/A

Construction Date: c. 1908 Source: Deed Research, Stylistic Evidence, Sanborn Maps 
Alteration Date(s): N/A Source: N/A

Designer: Unknown Physical Condition: Good
Builder: New York Lubricating Oil Co. Remaining Historic Fabric: Medium

Style: Other
 Length: ~180 feet Stories: 2
 Width: ~68 feet Bays: 4W x 9L 

Exterior Finish Materials Terra Cotta 
Foundation Materials: Unknown 

Structural System: Structural Hollow Tile Roof System: Unknown Flat Roof 
Roof Finish Materials: Unknown 
Equipment/Machinery: N/A
Transportation Links: Docks and water access via the Arthur Kill, railroad, highways 

Exterior Description: The Shipping Shed is the oldest portion of the present multi-phased structure on the site.  
The building is located along the shoreline of Arthur Kill.  The Shipping Shed is a two-story building constructed of 
hollow tile.  The building has a flat roof and a reconstructed contemporary parapet. The southeast elevation faces 
the Arthur Kill and is nine bays wide pierced with paired eight-by-eight metal windows, in which the center four 
lights function as hoppers.  The southwest façade has windows at the second story and a single-bay garage door 
is at the first story.   

Interior Description:  N/A

Setting:  The buildings are sited on the southeast side of South Front Street in a highly industrial area.  The 
property is paved with asphalt and extends to a bulkhead and shipping docks along the Arthur Kill.  The site also 
has rail access to link barges and the Arthur Kill with the storage buildings and outdoor facilities along South Front 
Street.
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Historic Preservation Office          Page 4  

INDUSTRIAL BUILDING ATTACHMENT Historic Sites #: 

Survey Name: 
Goethals Bridge Replacement Date:

December 28, 
2007

Surveyor: Deborah Van Steen, Preparer 
Organization: The Louis Berger Group, Inc. 

Common Name: 314-344 South Front Street, Filling Room 
Historic Name: California Oil Company, Filling Room 

Present Use: Heavy goods handling and processing  
Historic Industry: Petroleum Products Building ID: N/A

Construction Date: 1950 Source: Sanborn Map, Deed Research, Stylistic Evidence,  
Alteration Date(s): late 20th century Source: Sanborn Maps, Stylistic Evidence, Aerial Photographs 

Designer: Unknown Physical Condition: Good
Builder: California Oil Company. Remaining Historic Fabric: Medium

Style: None 
 Length: ~112 feet Stories: 2
 Width: ~102 feet Bays: 6 (11 total) 

Exterior Finish Materials Concrete Block Modern 
Foundation Materials: Modern Concrete 

Structural System: 
Fireproof construction, 
concrete curtain walls Roof System: Concrete Roof 

Roof Finish Materials: Unknown 
Equipment/Machinery: N/A
Transportation Links: Docks and water access via the Arthur Kill, railroad, highways 

Exterior Description: Although it is not entirely clear, at least four periods of construction occurred around the 
Shipping Shed, which was constructed in 1908. Later construction likely began in 1950 and continued through the 
last half of the twentieth century and possibly replaced earlier buildings on the site.  Modern aerial views depict 
the numerous sections of the new construction.  The open area within the U was filled by another structure, which 
is no longer extant.  The mid to late twentieth century additions sit on a poured-concrete foundation and are 
capped with flat roofs.  The northwestern section, the Filling Room, appears have been constructed in 1950, 
followed by the construction of sections to the southwest and southeast.  The main façade, facing South Front 
Street, is two stories in height with a flat roof.  This block is 11 bays across and sits on a raised poured-concrete 
foundation.  The roof has an aluminum coping.  The building is pierced with a number of bays: loading bays, large 
industrials windows, paired eight-light industrial windows (the center four lights are operable), and single-leaf 
doors.  The building is currently used as part Eport Storage’s indoor storage facility.

Interior Description:  N/A

Setting:  The buildings are sited on the southeast side of South Front Street in a highly industrial area.  This 
building fronts on South Front Street and abuts the Shipping Shed.  The property is paved with asphalt and 
extends to a bulkhead and shipping docks along the Arthur Kill.  The site also has rail access to link barges and 
the Arthur Kill with the storage buildings and outdoor facilities along South Front Street. 



New Jersey Department of Environmental Protection 
Historic Preservation Office          Page 5  

ELIGIBILITY WORKSHEET     Historic Sites #: 

Survey Name: Goethals Bridge Replacement Date: 
December 28, 
2007

Surveyor: Deborah Van Steen, Preparer 
Organization: The Louis Berger Group, Inc. 

History:  Documentary evidence suggests that the earliest building on the site, the Shipping Shed, was 
constructed circa 1908.  In that year, New York Lubricating Oil Company purchased the property from the Bayway 
Refining Company.  It is thought that the New York Lubricating Oil Company constructed the Shipping Shed 
shortly thereafter.  The building is depicted on the 1923 Sanborn map.  In 1923 two additional buildings and 
several oil tanks were associated with the property.  Between 1923 and 1950 a large building had been built 
immediately northwest of the original shipping shed, and the cooperage shop and barrel shed along the street had 
been demolished.  The 1951 Sanborn Map indicates that the rectangular building fronting on South Front Street 
and labeled as the Filling Room was constructed in 1950.  By that time, the property was occupied by the 
California Refining Company.  In 1952, the California Refining Company conveyed the property to the California 
Oil Company.  The California Oil Company subsequently became part of Chevron Oil Company.  Chevron sold 
the property to Dengel Enterprises in January 2004.  The property is currently the Eport Storage Complex.

Significance:  The earliest buildings associated with the property at 314-344 South Front Street in Elizabeth 
include a hollow tile Shipping Shed, which was constructed circa 1908 along the shoreline of Arthur Kill, and the 
Filling Room, which was constructed in 1950.  Hollow tile industrial buildings were a popular building type for the 
chemical and petroleum companies during the early twentieth century and once occupied several sites along this 
portion of South Front Street and Bayway.  The Filling Room is typical of the industrial buildings that followed and 
has later additions abutting three of its four walls.

Eligibility for New Jersey 
and National Registers:  Yes  No 

National 
Register Criteria:  A  B  C  D 

Level of Significance  Local  State  National  

Justification of Eligibility/Ineligibility:  The buildings at 80-312, and 314-344 South Front Street in Elizabeth do 
not meet National Register eligibility criteria owing to a significant loss of integrity.  Additions have been made to 
the original structures in at least four different building phases, most of which are non-historic (1960s and later).  
The property is not related to significant historic trends, events, or persons (Criteria A and B).  The buildings do 
they represent the work of a master, or possess high artistic values (Criterion C).  The property at 76-78, 80-312, 
and 314-344 South Front Street is unlikely to provide information important to our understanding of history 
(Criterion D). 

For Historic Districts Only: 
Property Count: Key Contributing:       Contributing:       Non Contributing:       

For Individual Properties Only: 
     List the completed attachments related to the property’s significance: 

Industrial Attachments 

Narrative Boundary Description:  The boundary is limited to the outside lot boundaries of Block 4, Lots 1461, 
1462, 1463.  These lots are bounded to the south and southeast by Arthur Kill and to the north and northwest by 
South Front Street.    
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CONTINUATION SHEET    Historic Sites #: 

Survey Name: Goethals Bridge Replacement Date: 
December 28, 
2007

Surveyor: Deborah Van Steen, Preparer 
Organization: The Louis Berger Group, Inc. 

East Elevation of the Shipping Shed, View Southwest 

Shipping Shed, View East 
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CONTINUATION SHEET    Historic Sites #: 

Survey Name: Goethals Bridge Replacement Date: 
December 28, 
2007

Surveyor: Deborah Van Steen, Preparer 
Organization: The Louis Berger Group, Inc. 

Filling Room (left portion), 314-344 South Front Street, View Southwest 

Later Sections Added to the Filling Room, 314-344 South Front Street, View Northeast 
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CONTINUATION SHEET    Historic Sites #: 

Survey Name: Goethals Bridge Replacement Date: 
December 28, 
2007

Surveyor: Deborah Van Steen, Preparer 
Organization: The Louis Berger Group, Inc. 

Infill Building Connecting the Filling Room (left) and the Shipping Shed (right) 
314-344 South Front Street, View Northeast 

Indoor Storage Facility, 80-312 South Front Street, View South 
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CONTINUATION SHEET    Historic Sites #: 

Survey Name: Goethals Bridge Replacement Date: 
December 28, 
2007

Surveyor: Deborah Van Steen, Preparer 
Organization: The Louis Berger Group, Inc. 

Aerial View 80-312 and 314-344 South Front Street 

Aerial View (undated) taken prior to removal buildings at 314-344 South Front Street 

Prefabrication Area  

Indoor Storage Facility 
80-312 South Front Street

Shipping Shed 
314-344 South Front Street  

Arthur Kill 
South Front 

Outdoor Storage 

Street

Elizabeth River 

Later Additions 
314-344 South Front Street

Filling Room 
314-344 South Front Street
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BASE FORM Historic Sites #: 

Survey Name: Goethals Bridge Replacement Date:
December 28, 
2007

Surveyor: Deborah Van Steen, Preparer
Organization: The Louis Berger Group, Inc. 

Property Name: 2-74 South Front Street 
Street Address: Street #: 2 74 Apartment #: 

(Low) (High) (Low) (High)

Prefix: S Street Name: Front Suffix: Type: ST

County(s): Union Zip Code: 07206
Municipality(s): Elizabeth City Block(s): 4

Local Place Name(s): Elizabeth Lot(s): 1459
Ownership:: Private USGS Quad(s) Elizabeth, NJ 

Description:  The Property at 2-74 South Front Street is a 5.34-acres site located on the southeast side of the
street, between South Front Street and the Arthur Kill.  The property is a building materials handling and
distribution site with a Warehouse, a hopper tank/storage tank, a mixing plant (1968), and an operations facility.
The property has piles of aggregate building materials on the site.

National Historic 
Landmark: SHPO Opinion:

Registration and 
Status Dates: 

National Register: Local Designation: 

New Jersey Register: Other Designation: 

Determination of Eligibility: Other Designation Date:

Photograph: 2-74 South Front Street, Warehouse, View South 



New Jersey Department of Environmental Protection
Historic Preservation Office          Page 2

BASE FORM Historic Sites #: 

Survey Name: Goethals Bridge Replacement Date:
December 28, 
2007

Surveyor: Deborah Van Steen, Preparer
Organization: The Louis Berger Group, Inc. 

Location Map: Site Map: 

See Continuation Sheet2-74 South Front Street 

USGS Elizabeth, NJ Quadrangle

Bibliography/Sources:
Loizeaux. Classic Houses of the Twenties. Originally published as Loizeaux’s Plan Book No. 7 in 1927. Reprint.

Philadelphia: The Athenaeum of Philadelphia and Dover Publications, 1992. 
Sanborn Fire Insurance Maps. Elizabeth, NJ; 1922/1923 and 1950.
Union County Deeds.  On file at the Union County Court House, Property Records.

Additional Information: N/A

More Research Needed? Yes No

INTENSIVE LEVEL USE ONLY 
Attachments Included: Building Structure Object Bridge

Landscape Industry
Within Historic District? Yes No

Status:  Key-Contributing Contributing Non-Contributing
Associated Archaeological Site/Deposit? Yes
(Known or potential Sites – if yes, please describe briefly)



New Jersey Department of Environmental Protection
Historic Preservation Office          Page 3

INDUSTRIAL BUILDING ATTACHMENT Historic Sites #: 

Survey Name: Goethals Bridge Replacement Date:
December 28, 
2007

Surveyor: Deborah Van Steen, Preparer 
Organization: The Louis Berger Group, Inc. 

Common Name: 2-74 South Front Street, Warehouse 
Historic Name: Loizeaux Builders Supply Company 

Present Use: No Activity 
Historic Industry: Building Supply Products Warehouse Building ID: N/A

Construction Date: c. 1934 Source: Property Records and Sanborn Maps  
Alteration Date(s): N/A Source: 

Designer: Unknown Physical Condition: Good
Builder: Loizeaux Builders Supply Company Remaining Historic Fabric: Low

Style: Other
Length: ~90 Feet Stories: 1

Width: ~70 Feet Bays: N/A
Exterior Finish Materials Stucco 

Foundation Materials: Unknown 

Structural System: 
Curtain Wall, Steel Beams, 
Hollow Tile Roof System: Steel Beams, Barrel Roof 

Roof Finish Materials: Metal
Equipment/Machinery: N/A
Transportation Links: Water via the Arthur Kill and Highways 

Exterior Description:  
The Warehouse is a one-story hollow-tile building supply warehouse covered with stucco that was originally 
constructed circa 1934.  The building has a rectangular-shaped footprint, is one story in height, and has a low 
barrel roof.  The building is topped by a large stepped parapet front wall with a terra cotta coping.  The front 
elevation contains two large roll-up tractor-size doors.  The rear elevation has one large oversized doorway with a 
roll-up door, one single-leaf pedestrian door, one bay with a sliding door, and one bay filled in with concrete 
blocks.  This rear elevation (southeast) originally had two rear sections, which are illustrated on the 1950 Sanborn 
map.  Both of these two rear sections have been demolished, as evident in the unfinished wall of the building, as 
well as a few protruding ceiling joists.  Both the southwest and northeast elevations originally contained four metal 
windows.  Two windows have been in-filled with concrete blocks on the southwest elevation and one bay was in-
filled on the northeast. 

Interior Description:  N/A

Setting:  The building is sited on the southeast side of South Front Street in a highly industrialized area on the 
Arthur Kill.  The property consists 5.34 acres with construction materials handling facilities.  The building is at the 
southwest end of the site.  The property is bounded by the Arthur Kill at the southeast, the Elizabeth River at the 
north, and South Front Street at the north west. 



New Jersey Department of Environmental Protection
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STRUCTURE ATTACHMENT    Historic Sites #: 

Survey Name: Goethals Bridge Replacement Date:
December 28, 
2007

Surveyor: Deborah Van Steen, Preparer 
Organization: The Louis Berger Group, Inc. 

Common Name: 2-74 South Front Street, Hopper Tank & Storage Tank 
Historic Name: Loizeaux Builders Supply Company 

Present Use: No Activity 
Historic Use: Heavy goods handling and processing 

Construction Date: Unknown Source: 
Alteration Date(s): Unknown Source: 

Designer: N/A Physical Condition: Fair
Builder: Loizeaux Builders Supply Company Remaining Historic Fabric: Medium

Type: Other
Roof Finish Materials: N/A

Exterior Finish Materials Other

Exterior Description:  The hopper tank is located near the circa 1934 warehouse at the southern end of the 
property.  This hopper tank/storage tank consists of one steel frame structure with steel dust collar.  The main 
body of the structure has been clad with plywood and is pierced with one-over-one wood-sash windows. This 
structure was possibly used as a supervision/operations room.  Linked with this building is a storage tank with an 
elevator that transported the materials into the tank. It is of steel frame construction with a conical roof and one 
leg feeding the materials from the elevator into the storage bin.  Below the storage bin is what appears to be 
supervision room similar to the first hopper tank described.  It is covered with plywood and also contains one-
over-one windows. 

Interior Description:  N/A 

Setting:  The Hopper Tank & Storage Tank are located behind the warehouse (southeast side) near the Arthur 
Kill.  The property consists 5.34 acres with construction materials handling facilities.  The building is at the 
southwest end of the site.  The property is bounded by the Arthur Kill at the southeast, the Elizabeth River at the 
north, and South Front Street at the north west. 
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STRUCTURE ATTACHMENT    Historic Sites #: 

Survey Name: Goethals Bridge Replacement Date:
December 28, 
2007

Surveyor: Deborah Van Steen, Preparer 
Organization: The Louis Berger Group, Inc. 

Common Name: 2-74 South Front Street, Mixing Plant 
Historic Name: Loizeaux Builders Supply Company 

Present Use: Heavy goods handling and processing 
Historic Use: Heavy goods handling and processing 

Construction Date: c. 1968 Source: 
Alteration Date(s): Unknown Source: 

Designer: N/A Physical Condition: Good
Builder: Loizeaux Builders Supply Company Remaining Historic Fabric: High

Type: Other
Roof Finish Materials: N/A

Exterior Finish Materials Other

Exterior Description:  The mixing plant and operations facility are sited adjacent to one another toward the 
northern end of the property.  The mixing plant dates to 1968 and is a tall steel structure with an elevator leading 
to transporting materials.  Adjacent to this structure is the operations facility which is two stories, constructed of 
brick and capped with a flat roof with wide eaves. 

Interior Description:  N/A 

Setting:  The plant is located on the southeast side of South Front Street, near the street, in an industrial area on 
the Arthur Kill.  The 5.43-acre site has consists of building materials yard and facilities. 



New Jersey Department of Environmental Protection
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ELIGIBILITY WORKSHEET     Historic Sites #: 

Survey Name: Goethals Bridge Replacement Date:
December 28, 
2007

Surveyor: Deborah Van Steen, Preparer 
Organization: The Louis Berger Group, Inc. 

History:  The property at 2-74 South Front Street has historically been associated with building materials 
companies.  By the 1920s, the property was owned by Heidritter Lumber Company, one of the largest and oldest 
in Elizabeth, New Jersey.  The company was owned by two brothers, Frederick and August Heidritter.  Frederick 
was active in local politics, was president of the Elizabeth Street Railway and the Elizabethport Banking 
Company, was a director of the Elizabeth Water Company, and was also a large landowner.  The Company, 
which was founded in the late 1800s, was reported to be the biggest lumber dealer in Union County by the 1890s.  
The property passed to Eugene Heidritter, who died in the early 1930s.  By 1934, the holdings were taken by the 
City of Elizabeth through default and sold at tax sale.   
[See Continuation Sheet] 

Significance:  The property at 2-74 South Front Street is significant for its association with Loizeaux Builders 
Supply Company, a prominent building supply firm with locations in Elizabeth and Plainfield, New Jersey and the 
Heidritter Lumber Company, a prominent company at the turn of the twentieth century.  The property has been 
associated with building supply and construction materials continuously for over 100 years.  The site was used as 
a building materials yard from the late 1800s, when the property was part of the Heidritter Lumber Company, 
through its ownership by the Loizeaux Builders Supply Company, which ended in 2005.  

Eligibility for New Jersey 
and National Registers:  Yes  No 

National 
Register Criteria:  A  B  C  D 

Level of Significance  Local  State  National 

Justification of Eligibility/Ineligibility:  The property at 2-74 South Front Street has one historic building, which 
dates from circa 1934.  The building, however, has been significantly modified, with sections added and removed, 
openings filled, and contemporary doors added, thereby greatly detracting from the building’s architectural 
integrity.  The property also includes other structures related to construction materials handling.  The largest of 
these dates from 1968 and is less than 50 years of age.  Although the property is associated with the Loizeaux 
and Heidritter companies and was utilized as a materials yard by the firms, there does not appear to be sufficient 
physical architectural or engineering buildings or structures remaining from the 1950s or earlier, the period of 
greatest significance of the businesses and this site, to meet the criteria for listing on the National Register of 
Historic Places.  Therefore, 2-74 South Front Street is recommended not eligible for listing on the National 
Register.  

For Historic Districts Only: 
Property Count: Key Contributing:       Contributing:       Non Contributing:       

For Individual Properties Only: 
     List the completed attachments related to the property’s significance: 

Industrial Building Attachment 
Structure Attachments 

Narrative Boundary Description:  The property is bounded by the lot lines of Block 4, Lot 1459.  The property is 
bounded by South Front Street at the northwest and by the Arthur Kill at the southeast.    
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CONTINUATION SHEET Historic Sites #: 

Survey Name: Goethals Bridge Replacement Date:
December 28, 
2007

Surveyor: Deborah Van Steen, Preparer
Organization: The Louis Berger Group, Inc. 

Warehouse, View North

Warehouse, View Northwest
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CONTINUATION SHEET Historic Sites #: 

Survey Name: Goethals Bridge Replacement Date:
December 28, 
2007

Surveyor: Deborah Van Steen, Preparer
Organization: The Louis Berger Group, Inc. 

Hopper Tank and Storage Tank, View South 

Hopper Tank and Storage Tank, View North 



New Jersey Department of Environmental Protection
Historic Preservation Office         Page 9

CONTINUATION SHEET Historic Sites #: 

Survey Name: Goethals Bridge Replacement Date:
December 28, 
2007

Surveyor: Deborah Van Steen, Preparer
Organization: The Louis Berger Group, Inc. 

Mixing Plant, View East 

Arthur Kill 

Hopper Tank & 
Storage Tank

Warehouse

Mixing Plant

Elizabeth River

Aerial View and Site Map, 2-74 South Front Street. Source Live Search. 
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CONTINUATION SHEET    Historic Sites #: 

Survey Name: Goethals Bridge Replacement Date:
December 28, 
2007

Surveyor: Deborah Van Steen, Preparer 
Organization: The Louis Berger Group, Inc. 

ELIGIBILTIY WORKSHEET, History, continued 

Loizeaux Builders Supply acquired this property from the city and established a warehouse and yard at the site.  
Loizeaux was founded by Joshua D. Loizeaux, who moved to Plainfield, New Jersey from Vinton, Iowa.  The 
company included the J.D. Loizeaux Lumber Company in Plainfield and Loizeaux Builders Supply in Elizabeth.  
As was popular during the late nineteenth century and early twentieth century, Loizeaux published books 
depicting popular, modest home designs for middle class families.  One of these publications, Loizeaux’s Plan 
Book No. 7, was originally published in 1927 and has been reprinted by the Athenaeum of Philadelphia and Dover 
Publications.  The book features 136 “attractive and practical home designs.”  In Elizabeth, the Loizeaux main 
office and yard were at 140 Third Street.  The company remained at the Third Street location until the early 
twenty-first century.  The firm appears to no longer be in business.   

It should be noted that the deed references are not always clear given the action by the city and that the 1950 
Sanborn map shows this property associated with the Albemarle Lumber Company and Loizeaux in 1951.  
However, Albemarle was not found during the deed research.  Therefore, the property has been associated with 
Heidritter and Loizeaux.  In 2005, Loizeaux Builders Supply Company sold the property to Eport LLC.  The site 
continues to be used for construction materials handling. 
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BASE FORM Historic Sites #: 

Survey Name: Goethals Bridge Replacement Date:
December 28, 
2007

Surveyor: Deborah Van Steen, Preparer
Organization: The Louis Berger Group, Inc. 

Property Name: 1-13 South Front Street - Heidritter Store House

Street Address: Street #: 1 13 Apartment #: 
(Low) (High) (Low) (High)

Prefix: S Street Name: Front Suffix: Type: ST

County(s): Union Zip Code: 07206
Municipality(s): Elizabeth City Block(s): 4

Local Place Name(s): Elizabeth Lot(s): 1436
Ownership:: Private USGS Quad(s) Elizabeth, NJ 

Description:
See Building Attachment

National Historic 
Landmark: SHPO Opinion:

Registration and 
Status Dates: 

National Register: Local Designation: 

New Jersey Register: Other Designation: 

Determination of Eligibility: Other Designation Date:

Photograph: 1-13 South Front Street, View West 
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BASE FORM Historic Sites #: 

Survey Name: Goethals Bridge Replacement Date:
December 28, 
2007

Surveyor: Deborah Van Steen, Preparer
Organization: The Louis Berger Group, Inc. 

Location Map: Site Map: 

Bibliography/Sources:
Sanborn Fire Insurance Maps. Elizabeth, NJ 1889, 1903, 1922/1923, 1950, 1951
Union County Deeds.  On file at the Union County Court House, Property Records.
Union County Atlas.  1906 

Additional Information: N/A

More Research Needed? Yes No

INTENSIVE LEVEL USE ONLY 
Attachments Included: Building Structure Object Bridge

Landscape Industry
Within Historic District? Yes No

Status:  Key-Contributing Contributing Non-Contributing
Associated Archaeological Site/Deposit? Yes
(Known or potential Sites – if yes, please describe briefly)

1-13 South Front Street 

USGS Elizabeth, NJ Quadrangle
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BUILDING ATTACHMENT     Historic Sites #: 

Survey Name: Goethals Bridge Replacement Date:
December 28, 
2007

Surveyor: Deborah Van Steen, Preparer 
Organization: The Louis Berger Group Inc. 

Common Name: 1-13 South Front Street 
Historic Name: Heidritter Store House 

Present Use: No Activity 
Historic Use: Light Industry 

Construction Date: c. 1910 Source: Deeds, Sanborn Maps, Union County Atlas 
Alteration Date(s): 2006 Source: Renovations currently underway 

Designer: Unknown Physical Condition: Poor
Builder: F.L. & A. Heidritter Lumber Company Remaining Historic Fabric: Low

Style: Other
Form: Other Stories: 2
Type: Other Bays: 3

Roof Finish Materials: Unknown 
Exterior Finish Materials Wood, Clapboard 

Exterior Description:  The Heidritter Store House at 1-13 South Front Street is a two-story wood-frame building, 
three bays wide on the northeast elevation.  The shed roof features a bracketed cornice on its northeast elevation.  
Clad with weatherboard siding, this building has a replacement concrete-block foundation, and many of the 
original windows are missing or covered over with plastic.  On the southeast elevation is a shed-roof porch on the 
second story supported by metal posts.  On this same elevation is a non-historic shed-roof addition, which has a 
single-leaf entry providing access to the house.  This section is clad with vinyl siding and contains fixed vinyl 
windows.  A hipped-roof, one-story addition stands along the building’s northwest elevation.  It contains vinyl 
windows and a three-panel wood door with three upper lights.  

Interior Description:  N/A

Setting:  The property at 1-13 South Front Street is located on the northwest side of the street, adjacent to the 
Elizabeth River in an industrial area.  The site is adjacent to the South Front Street Bridge over the Elizabeth 
River.  The Elizabeth River empties into the Arthur Kill near by.  The building is situated on a level lot with one 
large mature tree to the east.   



New Jersey Department of Environmental Protection
Historic Preservation Office          Page 4

ELIGIBILITY WORKSHEET     Historic Sites #: 

Survey Name: Goethals Bridge Replacement Date:
December 28, 
2007

Surveyor: Deborah Van Steen, Preparer 
Organization: The Louis Berger Group, Inc. 

History:  Documentary evidence suggests that the building at 1-13 South Front Street was constructed circa 
1910 by F.L. & A. Heidritter Lumber Company (Heidritter Lumber Company).  In 1901, the property was acquired 
by F.L. & A. Heidritter, proprietors a prominent lumber company, one of the largest and oldest in Elizabeth, New 
Jersey.  The company was owned by two brothers, Frederick and August Heidritter.  Frederick was active in local 
politics, president of the Elizabeth Street Railway and the Elizabethport Banking Company, a director of the 
Elizabeth Water Company, and a large landowner.  The Company, which was founded in the late 1800s and 
operated as A. Heidritter & Sons, was reported to be the biggest lumber dealer in Union County by the 1890s.   

[See Continuation Sheet] 

Significance:  The Heidritter Store House at 1-13 South Front Street is an early twentieth century store house 
associated with the Heidritter Lumber Company.  The company was a prominent lumber company in Elizabeth 
and reported to be the largest in Union County at the turn of the twentieth century.

Eligibility for New Jersey 
and National Registers:  Yes  No 

National 
Register Criteria:  A  B  C  D 

Level of Significance  Local  State  National 

Justification of Eligibility/Ineligibility:  The Heidritter Store House at 1-13 South Front Street in Elizabeth does 
not meet National Register eligibility criteria.  The building, constructed circa 1910, is currently undergoing a 
complete renovation and has had previous alterations.  Although this store house is associated with Heidritter 
Lumber Company, alterations through additions, changes to exterior cladding, replacement of windows, and 
changes to the foundation, greatly detract from the historic architectural integrity of the building.  This modest 
utilitarian building is not the work of a master, nor is the property likely to provide information important to our 
understanding of history.  Therefore, the Heidritter Store House at 1-13 South Front Street is recommended not 
eligible for listing on the National Register of Historic Places. 

For Historic Districts Only: 
Property Count: Key Contributing:       Contributing:       Non Contributing:       

For Individual Properties Only: 
     List the completed attachments related to the property’s significance: 

Building Attachment 

Narrative Boundary Description:  The boundaries are limited to the exterior lot lines of Block 4, Lot 1436 
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ELIGIBILITY WORKSHEET Historic Sites #: 

Survey Name: Goethals Bridge Replacement Date:
December 28, 
2007

Surveyor: Deborah Van Steen, Preparer
Organization: The Louis Berger Group, Inc. 

Heidritter Store House, 1-13 South Front Street, View North

Elizabeth River

1-13 South Front Street 

South Front Street 

1-13 (right) and Boat Docks, 15-21 (left) South Front Street, View North.
Source Live Search. 
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ELIGIBILITY WORKSHEET     Historic Sites #: 

Survey Name: Goethals Bridge Replacement Date:
December 28, 
2007

Surveyor: Deborah Van Steen, Preparer 
Organization: The Louis Berger Group, Inc. 

ELIGIBILITY WORKSHEET, History, continued 

By 1889, A. Heidritter & Sons had a large lumber yard located on the opposite side of the Elizabeth River from the 
site at 1-13 South Front Street.  According to the 1903 Sanborn map, the South Front Street property is a 
meadow with no buildings.  A small boat house is shown near the site of the present building on the 1903 
Sanborn map.  The 1906 map of Elizabeth in the Union County atlas does not depict a building at this location.  A 
building closely matching the configuration of the 1-13 South Front Street structure is depicted on the Heidritter 
property as a two-story store house on the 1923 Sanborn Map. 

The Heidritter property was acquired by the City of Elizabeth for nonpayment of taxes and sold in 1946 to John H. 
Van Pelt.  After his death, executors of Van Pelt’s estate sold the property to Wright Marine Towing, Inc in 1955.  
In 1961, the property was then acquired by Mike Dramitsas and Stamatico, his wife.  Mike Dramitsas died in 1974 
and his widow married Joseph Paszek.  Paszek sold the property to Peter J. Marich Jr. in 1980.  The following 
year the property was purchased by the Elizabethport Boat Basin LLC, which sold the property to Nehr-Mar 
Boating, Inc. in 1999. 



New Jersey Department of Environmental Protection
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BASE FORM Historic Sites #: 

Survey Name: Goethals Bridge Replacement Date:
December 28, 
2007

Surveyor: Deborah Van Steen, Preparer
Organization: The Louis Berger Group, Inc. 

Property Name: 15-21 South Front Street 
Street Address: Street #: 15 21 Apartment #: 

(Low) (High) (Low) (High)

Prefix: S Street Name: Front Suffix: Type: ST

County(s): Union Zip Code: 07206
Municipality(s): Elizabeth City Block(s): 4

Local Place Name(s): Elizabeth Lot(s): 1438.B
Ownership:: Private USGS Quad(s) Elizabeth, NJ 

Description:
See Building Attachment

National Historic 
Landmark: SHPO Opinion:

Registration and 
Status Dates: 

National Register: Local Designation: 

New Jersey Register: Other Designation: 

Determination of Eligibility: Other Designation Date:

Photograph: 15-21 South Front Street, View West
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BASE FORM Historic Sites #: 

Survey Name: Goethals Bridge Replacement Date:
December 28, 
2007

Surveyor: Deborah Van Steen, Preparer
Organization: The Louis Berger Group, Inc. 

Location Map: Site Map: 

Bibliography/Sources:
Sanborn Fire Insurance Maps. Elizabeth, NJ; 1922/1923 and 1950.
Union County Deeds.  On file at the Union County Court House, Property Records.

Additional Information: N/A

More Research Needed? Yes No

INTENSIVE LEVEL USE ONLY 
Attachments Included: Building Structure Object Bridge

Landscape Industry
Within Historic District? Yes No

Status:  Key-Contributing Contributing Non-Contributing
Associated Archaeological Site/Deposit? Yes
(Known or potential Sites – if yes, please describe briefly)

USGS Elizabeth, NJ Quadrangle

15-21 South Front Street 
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BUILDING ATTACHMENT     Historic Sites #: 

Survey Name: Goethals Bridge Replacement Date:
December 28, 
2007

Surveyor: Deborah Van Steen, Preparer 
Organization: The Louis Berger Group Inc. 

Common Name: 15-21 South Front Street 
Historic Name: Heidritter Lumber Company, Office 

Present Use: Office Activity – private business 
Historic Use: Office Activity – private business 

Construction Date: ca. 1923 Source: Sanborn Maps 
Alteration Date(s): N/A Source: 

Designer: Unknown Physical Condition: Excellent
Builder: Heidritter Lumber Company. Remaining Historic Fabric: Medium

Style: Other
Form: Other Stories: 1
Type: Other Bays:

Roof Finish Materials: Unknown 
Exterior Finish Materials Terra Cotta 

Exterior Description:  The building at 15-21 South Front Street is a single-story hollow tile and block building 
with a flat roof.  The building has a low parapet and is crowned by tile coping.  Aerial views and historic maps 
suggest that the building was constructed in two phases.  The present building has a rectangular plan.  The 
northwest façade, facing the Elizabeth River has projecting bays.  Many of the windows are multi-light casements.  
The building has three entrances.  The entrance at the northeast side of the front facade is a single-leaf door 
protected by an aluminum awning.

Interior Description:  N/A

Setting:  The building at 15-21 South Front Street is sited on a level lot on the northwest side of the street 
between South Front Street and the Elizabeth River.  The building is adjacent to marine facilities.  Shrubs and 
trees partially conceal the front façade of the building.  The building is surrounded by paved parking. 
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ELIGIBILITY WORKSHEET     Historic Sites #: 

Survey Name: Goethals Bridge Replacement Date:
December 28, 
2007

Surveyor: Deborah Van Steen, Preparer 
Organization: The Louis Berger Group, Inc. 

History:  Documentary evidence suggests that the building at 15-21 South Front Street was constructed circa 
1923 by F.L. & A. Heidritter Lumber Company (the Heidritter Lumber Company).  In 1901, the property was 
acquired by F.L. & A. Heidritter, proprietors a prominent lumber company, one of the largest and oldest in 
Elizabeth, New Jersey.  The company was owned by two brothers, Frederick and August Heidritter.  Frederick 
was active in local politics, president of the Elizabeth Street Railway and the Elizabethport Banking Company, a 
director of the Elizabeth Water Company, and a large landowner.  The company, which was founded in the late 
1800s and operated as A. Heidritter & Sons, was reported to be the biggest lumber dealer in Union County by the 
1890s.  [See Continuation Sheet] 

Significance:  The building at 15-21 South Front Street is an early twentieth century office building associated 
with the Heidritter Lumber Company.  The company was a prominent lumber company in Elizabeth and reported 
to be the largest in Union County at the turn of the twentieth century.

Eligibility for New Jersey 
and National Registers:  Yes  No 

National 
Register Criteria:  A  B  C  D 

Level of Significance  Local  State  National 

Justification of Eligibility/Ineligibility:  The building at 15-21 South Front Street is an early twentieth century 
office building associated with the Heidritter Lumber Company.  The company was a prominent lumber company 
in Elizabeth and reported to be the largest in Union County at the turn of the twentieth century.  The building at 
15-21 South Front Street in Elizabeth does not appear to meet National Register eligibility criteria.  The building is 
a representative example of early twentieth century single-story office buildings and does not represent any 
distinctive characteristics of the period, nor does it represent the work of a master, or possess high artistic values 
(Criterion C).  The property at 5 South Front Street is unlikely to provide information important to our 
understanding of history (Criterion D).   

For Historic Districts Only: 
Property Count: Key Contributing:       Contributing:       Non Contributing:       

For Individual Properties Only: 
     List the completed attachments related to the property’s significance: 

Building Attachment 

Narrative Boundary Description:  The property boundary of 15-21 South Front Street is limited to the exterior lot 
lines of Block 4, Lot 1438.B in Elizabeth, New Jersey 
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ELIGIBILITY WORKSHEET Historic Sites #: 

Survey Name: Goethals Bridge Replacement Date:
December 28, 
2007

Surveyor: Deborah Van Steen, Preparer
Organization: The Louis Berger Group, Inc. 

15-21 South Front Street, View North 

ELIGIBILTY WORKSHEET, History, continued 

By 1889, A. Heidritter & Sons have a large lumber yard located on the opposite side of the Elizabeth River from
the site at 1-13 South Front Street.  According to the 1903 Sanborn map, the South Front Street property is a 
meadow with no buildings.  The 1906 map of Elizabeth in the Union County atlas does not depict a building at this
location.  A building closely matching the configuration of the 15-21 South Front Street structure is depicted on the
Heidritter property as an office on the 1923 Sanborn Map.  The Heidritter property was acquired by the City of
Elizabeth for nonpayment of taxes in 1934 after the death of Eugene Heidritter.  The property was subsequently
the Albemarle Lumber Company and Martin Dickson Inc., a lumber company.



New Jersey Department of Environmental Protection
Historic Preservation Office          Page 1

BASE FORM Historic Sites #: 

Survey Name: Goethals Bridge Replacement Date:
December 28, 
2007

Surveyor: Deborah Van Steen, Preparer
Organization: The Louis Berger Group, Inc. 

Property Name: Russo Brothers Auto Wreckers
Street Address: Street #: 65 85 Apartment #: 

(Low) (High) (Low) (High)

Prefix: S Street Name: Front Suffix: Type: ST

County(s): Union Zip Code: 07206
Municipality(s): Elizabeth City Block(s): 4

Local Place Name(s): Elizabeth Lot(s): 1438.A
Ownership:: Private USGS Quad(s) Elizabeth

Description:

See Industrial Building Attachment

National Historic 
Landmark: SHPO Opinion:

Registration and 
Status Dates: 

National Register: Local Designation: 

New Jersey Register: Other Designation: 

Determination of Eligibility: Other Designation Date:

Photograph: Russo Auto Wreckers, 65-85 South Front Street, View North
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BASE FORM Historic Sites #: 

Survey Name: Goethals Bridge Replacement Date:
December 28, 
2007

Surveyor: Deborah Van Steen, Preparer
Organization: The Louis Berger Group, Inc. 

Location Map: Site Map: 

USGS Elizabeth, NJ Quadrangle

Bibliography/Sources:
Sanborn Fire Insurance Maps. Elizabeth, NJ 1922/1923, 1950, 1951
Union County Deeds.  On file at the Union County Court House, Property Records.

Additional Information: N/A

More Research Needed? Yes No

INTENSIVE LEVEL USE ONLY 
Attachments Included: Building Structure Object Bridge

Landscape Industry
Within Historic District? Yes No

Status:  Key-Contributing Contributing Non-Contributing
Associated Archaeological Site/Deposit? Yes
(Known or potential Sites – if yes, please describe briefly)
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INDUSTRIAL BUILDING ATTACHMENT Historic Sites #: 

Survey Name: Goethals Bridge Replacement Date:
December 28, 
2007

Surveyor: Deborah Van Steen, Preparer 
Organization: The Louis Berger Group, Inc. 

Common Name: Russo Brothers Auto Wreckers 
Historic Name: Martin Dickson Inc. 

Present Use: Light Industry 
Historic Industry: Millwork, Veneer, Plywood & Other Wood Prod Building ID: N/A

Construction Date: c. 1946 Source: Deeds, Sanborn Maps, Stylistic Evidence 
Alteration Date(s): N/A Source: N/A

Designer: Unknown Physical Condition: Good
Builder: Martin Dickson, Inc. Remaining Historic Fabric: Medium

Style: Other
Length: N/A Stories: 1

Width: N/A Bays: 2
Exterior Finish Materials Concrete block 

Foundation Materials: Other
Structural System: Load-bearing walls Roof System: Unknown 

Roof Finish Materials: Unknown 
Equipment/Machinery: Unknown 
Transportation Links: Rail siding, Highway 

Exterior Description:  One story in height and built of concrete blocks, this circa 1946 building features a 
rectangular footprint with a small wing along its east side facing Front Street.  The shed-roof features a wood 
coping.  The building contains several metal roll-up doors, and the east elevation contains one multi-light 
industrial window.  A pedestrian door is also covered by an overhead roll security gate.  “Russo Bros Auto 
Wreckers” is painted on both the east and south elevations.  The wing has a sign that reads “J & L Used Auto 
Parts.”  A fence obscures views of the building’s north elevation.

Interior Description:  N/A

Setting:  The property at 65-85 South Front Street is located on the northwest side of the street in an industrial 
area near the Elizabeth River.  The building on this property is situated on a large lot on which there is no 
vegetation.



New Jersey Department of Environmental Protection
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ELIGIBILITY WORKSHEET     Historic Sites #: 

Survey Name: Goethals Bridge Replacement Date:
December 28, 
2007

Surveyor: Deborah Van Steen, Preparer 
Organization: The Louis Berger Group, Inc. 

History:  Documentary evidence suggests that the building at 65-85 South Front Street was constructed by 
Martin Dickson Inc.  The company purchased the property, “as is,” from the City of Elizabeth in 1946.  The 
property was part of the Heidritter Lumber Company property on South Front Street.  The Heidritter property was 
acquired by the City of Elizabeth for nonpayment of taxes in 1934 after the death of Eugene Heidritter.  In 1951, 
Martin Dickson sold the property to L. Dinetz & Sons.  The property was owned by a series of owners in close 
succession until acquired by Bayway Steel Drum company in 1956.  Noe Russo and his wife, Marie, subsequently 
purchased the property in 1957.  In 1989, the Russos sold the property to the Saroks.   

Significance:  The property at 65-85 South Front Street in Elizabeth, Union County, contains a typical vernacular 
industrial/garage building dating to circa 1946.  The property has no known significance. 

Eligibility for New Jersey 
and National Registers:  Yes  No 

National 
Register Criteria:  A  B  C  D 

Level of Significance  Local  State  National 

Justification of Eligibility/Ineligibility:   
The building at 65-85 South Front Street in Elizabeth does not meet National Register eligibility criteria.  The 
property is not related to significant historic trends, events, or persons (Criteria A and B).  The building, built circa 
1946, does not represent any distinctive characteristics of the period, nor does it represent the work of a master, 
or possess high artistic values (Criterion C).  The property at 65-85 South Front Street is unlikely to provide 
information important to our understanding of history (Criterion D).   

For Historic Districts Only: 
Property Count: Key Contributing:       Contributing:       Non Contributing:       

For Individual Properties Only: 
     List the completed attachments related to the property’s significance: 

Industrial Attachment 

Narrative Boundary Description:  The property at 65-85 South Front Street is bounded by the exterior lot lines 
of Block 4, Lot 1438.A in Elizabeth, New Jersey.  



New Jersey Department of Environmental Protection
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BASE FORM Historic Sites #: 

Survey Name: Goethals Bridge Replacement Date:
December 28, 
2007

Surveyor: Deborah Van Steen, Preparer
Organization: The Louis Berger Group, Inc. 

Property Name: 437 Doyle Street (aka 437-437 Doyle Street) 
Street Address: Street #: 437 439 Apartment #: 

(Low) (High) (Low) (High)

Prefix: Street Name: Doyle Suffix: Type: ST

County(s): Union Zip Code: 07202
Municipality(s): Elizabeth City Block(s): 5

Local Place Name(s): Elizabeth Lot(s): 241.I
Ownership: Private USGS Quad(s): Elizabeth, NJ 

Description:
See building attachment

National Historic 
Landmark: SHPO Opinion:

Registration and 
Status Dates: 

National Register: Local Designation: 

New Jersey Register: Other Designation: 

Determination of Eligibility: Other Designation Date:

Photograph:  437 Doyle Street, View North



New Jersey Department of Environmental Protection
Historic Preservation Office          Page 2

BASE FORM Historic Sites #: 

Survey Name: Goethals Bridge Replacement Date:
December 28, 
2007

Surveyor: Deborah Van Steen, Preparer
Organization: The Louis Berger Group, Inc. 

Location Map: Site Map: 

Bibliography/Sources:
Map of Central Suburban Estates.  City of Elizabeth, New Jersey.  Prepared by Ernest L. Meyer, Yara 

Engineering Corporation.  1955. 
Sanborn Fire Insurance Maps. City of Elizabeth, New Jersey 1951.
Union County Deeds.  On file at the Union County Court House, Property Records.
Additional Information: N/A

More Research Needed? Yes No

INTENSIVE LEVEL USE ONLY 
Attachments Included: Building Structure Object Bridge

Landscape Industry
Within Historic District? Yes No

Status:  Key-Contributing Contributing Non-Contributing
Associated Archaeological Site/Deposit? Yes
(Known or potential Sites – if yes, please describe briefly)

437 Doyle Street

USGS Elizabeth, NJ Quadrangle
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BUILDING ATTACHMENT Historic Sites #: 

Survey Name: Goethals Bridge Replacement Date:
December 28, 
2007

Surveyor: Deborah Van Steen, Preparer
Organization: The Louis Berger Group, Inc. 

Common Name: House, 437 Doyle Street 
Historic Name: N/A

Present Use: Residential, permanent
Historic Use: Residential, permanent

Construction Date: 1955-1957 Source: Deed Research, Maps
Alteration Date(s): N/A Source: N/A

Designer: Unknown Physical Condition: Good
Builder: Central Suburban Estates Remaining Historic Fabric: Medium

Style: Other, Modern Traditional
Form: Gable front Stories: 1.5
Type: N/A Bays: 3

Roof Finish Materials: Asphalt shingle
Exterior Finish Materials Aluminum Siding

Exterior Description: The building at 437 Doyle Street is a one-story, wood-frame dwelling, three bays wide, 
terminating in a gable front roof.  Set on a stretcher bond brick foundation, the modest post World War II house
features a rectangular-shaped footprint with a smaller gable wing on the front elevation.  The wing has an
enclosed porch clad with aluminum siding and pierced with four sets of one-light metal awning windows grouped
into three units.  The main entry is through an enclosed porch by a single-leaf door.  The front elevation features a
tripartite window unit with a one-light fixed window flanked by one-over-one wood-sash windows.  The house is
clad with aluminum siding, and a central-interior brick chimney rises above the roof.

Interior Description: N/A

Setting: This property is located at the north corner of Doyle Street and Fifth Avenue, across Fifth Avenue from
Mattano Park.  The house is sited on a level lot surrounded by a chain link fence.  A paved driveway, which leads
to a garage, is on the northwest side.  A few trees and shrubs dot the property.
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BUILDING ATTACHMENT Historic Sites #: 

Survey Name: Goethals Bridge Replacement Date:
December 28, 
2007

Surveyor: Deborah Van Steen, Preparer
Organization: The Louis Berger Group, Inc. 

Common Name: Garage, 437 Doyle Street 
Historic Name: N/A

Present Use: Residential
Historic Use: Residential

Construction Date: 1955-1957 Source: Stylistic and material evidence
Alteration Date(s): N/A Source: N/A

Designer: Unknown Physical Condition: Good
Builder: Central Suburban Estates Remaining Historic Fabric: Medium

Style: None
Form: Gable front Stories: 1
Type: Garage Bays: 1

Roof Finish Materials: Asphalt shingle
Exterior Finish Materials Aluminum siding

Exterior Description: A single-bay wood-frame garage, one story in height is set behind the house with access
from Fifth Avenue.  The garage has a concrete foundation, is clad with asbestos siding, and capped with a front-
gable asphalt-shingle roof.  The façade contains an off-center roll-up vinyl garage door.

Interior Description: N/A

Setting: The garage is on the northwest side of the house, accessed by a driveway that extends from Fifth 
Avenue.
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ELIGIBILITY WORKSHEET     Historic Sites #: 

Survey Name: Goethals Bridge Replacement Date:
December 28, 
2007

Surveyor: Deborah Van Steen, Preparer 
Organization: The Louis Berger Group, Inc. 

History:  Documentary evidence suggests that the house at 437 Doyle Street was constructed by the Central 
Suburban Estates in 1955-1957.  The area surrounding Mattano Park was developed through several 
subdivisions.  One of these developments was undertaken by Central Suburban Estates of Elizabeth, New 
Jersey.  The subdivision consisted of a one and one-half block area bounded by Fifth Avenue, Doyle and Loomis 
Streets, and Fourth Avenue.  The subdivision plotted 31 building lots in 1955, as depicted on the Map of Central 
Suburban Estates.  The houses built are modest post World War II suburban homes.  In 1957, Frank Zank and 
his wife, Helen, purchased the home at the corner of Doyle Street and Fifth Avenue, designated as Block B, Lot 
11, on the subdivision map.  In 1967, the Zanks sold the property to Adolph Zajak and Stella, his wife.  Juan 
Buruca acquired the premises in 1994. 

Significance:  The property at 437 Doyle Street in Elizabeth is representative of typical post World War II 
suburban houses, constructed 1955-1957.  Several other houses of similar form and style are found within the 
Central Suburban Estates development.

Eligibility for New Jersey 
and National Registers:  Yes  No 

National 
Register Criteria:  A  B  C  D 

Level of Significance  Local  State  National 

Justification of Eligibility/Ineligibility:  The house at 437 Doyle Street, built 1955-1957, in Elizabeth does not 
meet National Register eligibility criteria.  The property is not related to significant historic trends, events, or 
persons (Criteria A and B).  While the house at 437 Doyle Street does represent characteristics of the period, it 
does it represent the work of a master, or possess high artistic values (Criterion C).  The property at 437 Doyle 
Street is unlikely to provide information important to our understanding of history (Criterion D).

For Historic Districts Only: 
Property Count: Key Contributing:       Contributing:       Non Contributing:       

For Individual Properties Only: 
     List the completed attachments related to the property’s significance: 

      

Narrative Boundary Description:  The property at 437 Doyle Street is bounded by the exterior lot lines of Block 
5, Lot 241.I in Elizabeth, New Jersey, at the corner of Fifth Avenue and Doyle Street.   
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CONTINUATION SHEET Historic Sites #: 

Survey Name: Goethals Bridge Replacement Date:
December 28, 
2007

Surveyor: Deborah Van Steen, Preparer
Organization: The Louis Berger Group, Inc. 

437 Doyle Street, View Southeast

Garage, 437 Doyle Street, View Northeast
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BASE FORM Historic Sites #: 

Survey Name: Goethals Bridge Replacement Date:
December 28, 
2007

Surveyor: Deborah Van Steen, Preparer
Organization: The Louis Berger Group, Inc. 

Property Name: 436 Redcliffe Street (aka 436-438 Radcliffe Street) 
Street Address: Street #: 436 438 Apartment #: 

(Low) (High) (Low) (High)

Prefix: Street Name: Redcliffe Suffix: Type: ST

County(s): Union Zip Code: 07206
Municipality(s): Elizabeth City Block(s): 5

Local Place Name(s): Elizabeth Lot(s): 1153.I
Ownership: Private USGS Quad(s): Elizabeth, NJ 

Description: See Building Attachment 

National Historic 
Landmark: SHPO Opinion:

Registration and 
Status Dates: 

National Register: Local Designation: 

New Jersey Register: Other Designation: 

Determination of Eligibility: Other Designation Date:

Photograph: 436 Redcliffe Street, View Southeast
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BASE FORM Historic Sites #: 

Survey Name: Goethals Bridge Replacement Date:
December 28, 
2007

Surveyor: Deborah Van Steen, Preparer
Organization: The Louis Berger Group, Inc. 

Location Map: Site Map: 

436 Redcliffe Street

Bibliography/Sources:
Map of Central Suburban Estates.  City of Elizabeth, New Jersey.  Prepared by Ernest L. Meyer, Yara 

Engineering Corporation.  1955. 
Sanborn Fire Insurance Maps. City of Elizabeth, New Jersey 1951.
Union County Deeds.  On file at the Union County Court House, Property Records.
Additional Information: N/A

More Research Needed? Yes No

INTENSIVE LEVEL USE ONLY 
Attachments Included: Building Structure Object Bridge

Landscape Industry
Within Historic District? Yes No

Status:  Key-Contributing Contributing Non-Contributing
Associated Archaeological Site/Deposit? Yes
(Known or potential Sites – if yes, please describe briefly)

USGS Elizabeth, NJ Quadrangle
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BUILDING ATTACHMENT Historic Sites #: 

Survey Name: Goethals Bridge Replacement Date:
December 28, 
2007

Surveyor: Deborah Van Steen, Preparer
Organization: The Louis Berger Group, Inc. 

Common Name: House, 436 Redcliffe Street
Historic Name: Unknown

Present Use: Residential, Permanent
Historic Use: Residential, Permanent

Construction Date: c. 1955 Source: Stylistic evidence 
Alteration Date(s): N/A Source: N/A

Designer: Unknown Physical Condition: Good
Builder: Central Suburban Estates Remaining Historic Fabric: Medium

Style: Other
Form: Gable front Stories: 1.5
Type: Other Bays: 3

Roof Finish Materials: Asphalt shingle
Exterior Finish Materials Vinyl Siding 

Exterior Description: The house at 436 Redcliffe Street is a one-story, wood-frame dwelling, three bays wide,
terminating in a front-gable roof.  Set on a stucco-covered foundation, the house features a rectangular-shaped
footprint with a smaller gable wing on the front elevation.  The wing has an inset one-bay porch supported with
one brick post.  The main entry is sheltered by the inset porch and contains a single-leaf nine-panel door.  The
front elevation features a tripartite window unit with a one-light fixed window flanked by one-over-one wood-sash
windows.  The front gable, front wing, and the northeast elevation contain one-over-one wood-sash windows.
The house is clad with vinyl siding, and a central-interior brick chimney rises above the asphalt-shingle roof.

Interior Description: N/A

Setting: The property at 436 Redcliffe Street is located on the south corner of Redcliffe Street and Fifth Avenue,
opposite Fifth Avenue from Mattano Park.  The house is sited on a level grassy lot with a wood fence to enclose
the backyard.
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ELIGIBILITY WORKSHEET     Historic Sites #: 

Survey Name: Goethals Bridge Replacement Date:
December 28, 
2007

Surveyor: Deborah Van Steen, Preparer 
Organization: The Louis Berger Group, Inc. 

History:  Documentary evidence suggests that the house at 436 Redcliffe Street was constructed by the Central 
Suburban Estates in circa 1955.  The area surrounding Mattano Park developed through several subdivisions.  
One of these developments was undertaken by Central Suburban Estates of Elizabeth, New Jersey.  The 
subdivision consisted of a one and one-half block area bounded by Fifth Avenue, Doyle and Loomis Streets, and 
Fourth Avenue.  The subdivision plotted 31 building lots in 1955, depicted on the Map of Central Suburban 
Estates.  The houses built are modest post World War II suburban homes.  The property at 436 Redcliffe Street is 
depicted as Block B, Lot 1, on the Map of Central Suburban Estates.  Most recently, the property was conveyed 
by the secretary of Housing and Urban Development, Washington, D.C. to Marluce Almedia.  Almedia, in turn 
sold the property to Paulo Vidreiro in 2004.

Significance: The property at 436 Redcliffe Street in Elizabeth is representative of typical post World War II 
suburban houses, constructed circa 1955.  Several other houses of similar form and style are found within the 
Central Suburban Estates development.

Eligibility for New Jersey 
and National Registers:  Yes  No 

National 
Register Criteria:  A  B  C  D 

Level of Significance  Local  State  National 

Justification of Eligibility/Ineligibility: The house at 436 Redcliffe Street, built circa 1955, in Elizabeth does not 
meet National Register eligibility criteria.  The property is not related to significant historic trends, events, or 
persons (Criteria A and B).  While the house at 437 Doyle Street does represent characteristics of the period, it 
does it represent the work of a master, or possess high artistic values (Criterion C).  The property at 437 Doyle 
Street is unlikely to provide information important to our understanding of history (Criterion D).

For Historic Districts Only: 
Property Count: Key Contributing:       Contributing:       Non Contributing:       

For Individual Properties Only: 
     List the completed attachments related to the property’s significance: 

      

Narrative Boundary Description:  The property boundary of 436 Redcliffe Street is limied to the exterior lot lines 
of Block 5,  Lot 1153.I.  It is located at the southeast corner of Fifth Avenue and Redcliffe Street.   
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CONTINUATION SHEET Historic Sites #: 

Survey Name: Goethals Bridge Replacement Date:
December 28, 
2007

Surveyor: Deborah Van Steen, Preparer
Organization: The Louis Berger Group, Inc. 

436 Redcliffe Street, View South 
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BASE FORM Historic Sites #: 

Survey Name: Goethals Bridge Replacement Date:
December 28, 
2007

Surveyor: Deborah Van Steen, Preparer
Organization: The Louis Berger Group, Inc. 

Property Name: 437 Redcliffe Street (aka 435-439 Redcliffe Street) 
Street Address: Street #: 435 439 Apartment #: 

(Low) (High) (Low) (High)

Prefix: Street Name: Redcliffe Suffix: Type: ST

County(s): Union Zip Code: 07206
Municipality(s): Elizabeth City Block(s): 5

Local Place Name(s): Elizabeth Lot(s): 1144.D
Ownership:: Private USGS Quad(s) Elizabeth, NJ 

Description:

See building attachment

National Historic 
Landmark: SHPO Opinion:

Registration and 
Status Dates: 

National Register: Local Designation: 

New Jersey Register: Other Designation: 

Determination of Eligibility: Other Designation Date:

Photograph:  437 Redcliffe Street, View North



New Jersey Department of Environmental Protection
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BASE FORM Historic Sites #: 

Survey Name: Goethals Bridge Replacement Date:
December 28, 
2007

Surveyor: Deborah Van Steen, Preparer
Organization: The Louis Berger Group, Inc. 

Location Map: Site Map: 

Bibliography/Sources:
Map of Central Suburban Estates.  City of Elizabeth, New Jersey.  Prepared by Ernest L. Meyer, Yara 

Engineering Corporation.  1955. 
Sanborn Fire Insurance Maps. City of Elizabeth, New Jersey 1951.
Union County Deeds.  On file at the Union County Court House, Property Records.
Additional Information: N/A

More Research Needed? Yes No

INTENSIVE LEVEL USE ONLY 
Attachments Included: Building Structure Object Bridge

Landscape Industry
Within Historic District? Yes No

Status:  Key-Contributing Contributing Non-Contributing
Associated Archaeological Site/Deposit? Yes
(Known or potential Sites – if yes, please describe briefly)

437 Redcliffe

437 Redcliffe Street 

USGS Elizabeth, NJ Quadrangle
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BUILDING ATTACHMENT     Historic Sites #: 

Survey Name: Goethals Bridge Replacement Date:
December 28, 
2007

Surveyor: Deborah Van Steen, Preparer 
Organization: The Louis Berger Group, Inc. 

Common Name: House, 437 Redcliffe Street 
Historic Name: Unknown 

Present Use: Residential, Permanent 
Historic Use: Residential, Permanent 

Construction Date: c. 1956 Source: Stylistic evidence 
Alteration Date(s): N/A Source: N/A

Designer: Unknown Physical Condition: Good
Builder: Central Suburban Estates Remaining Historic Fabric: Medium

Style: Other
Form: Gable front Stories: 1.5
Type: Other Bays: 3

Roof Finish Materials: Asphalt shingle 
Exterior Finish Materials Vinyl siding 

Exterior Description: The house at 437 Redcliffe Street is a one-and-a-half story, wood-frame dwelling, three 
bays wide, terminating in a gable front roof.  Set on a stucco-covered foundation, the modest vernacular house 
features a rectangular-shaped footprint with a smaller gable wing on the front elevation.  The wing has an inset 
one-bay porch supported with one decorative metal post and a metal balustrade.  The main entry is sheltered by 
the inset porch and contains a single-leaf door.  The northeast elevation features a centered tripartite window unit 
with a one-light fixed window flanked by one-over-one vinyl sash windows.  The remaining elevations contain one-
over-one vinyl sash windows.  The house is clad with German vinyl siding, and a central-interior brick chimney 
rises above the asphalt-shingle roof.  Other architectural features include diamond-pane windows in the 
basement, a brick and poured-concrete porch deck and stoop, and a shed-roof dormer on the southwest 
elevation.

Interior Description:  N/A

Setting:  Facing southwest toward Mattano Park, this dwelling is sited on a level grassy lot set slightly back from 
Fifth Avenue.  It is located at the north corner of Fifth Avenue and Redcliffe Street.  A concrete driveway leads to 
the garage at the northwest side of the house.
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BUILDING ATTACHMENT Historic Sites #: 

Survey Name: Goethals Bridge Replacement Date:
December 28, 
2007

Surveyor: Deborah Van Steen, Preparer
Organization: The Louis Berger Group, Inc. 

Common Name: Garage, 437 Redcliffe Street
Historic Name: N/A

Present Use: Residential
Historic Use: Residential

Construction Date: c. 1956 Source: Stylistic evidence 
Alteration Date(s): N/A Source: N/A

Designer: Unknown Physical Condition: Good
Builder: Central Suburban Estates Remaining Historic Fabric: Medium

Style: None
Form: Gable front Stories: 1
Type: Garage Bays: 1

Roof Finish Materials: Asphalt shingle
Exterior Finish Materials Vinyl Siding 

Exterior Description: Sited adjacent to the dwelling to the southwest is a one-story wood-frame garage.  Set on 
a concrete-block foundation, the garage is clad with German vinyl siding and capped with a front-gable asphalt-
shingle roof featuring a boxed cornice.  The façade contains an off-center roll-up garage door.

Interior Description: N/A

Setting: The garage is located on the northwest side of the house.
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ELIGIBILITY WORKSHEET     Historic Sites #: 

Survey Name: Goethals Bridge Replacement Date:
December 28, 
2007

Surveyor: Deborah Van Steen, Preparer 
Organization: The Louis Berger Group, Inc. 

History:  Documentary evidence suggests that the house at 437 Loomis Street was constructed by the Central 
Suburban Estates in circa 1956.  The area surrounding Mattano Park developed through several subdivisions.  
One of these developments was undertaken by Central Suburban Estates of Elizabeth, New Jersey.  The 
subdivision consisted of a one and one-half block area bounded by Fifth Avenue, Doyle and Loomis Streets, and 
Fourth Avenue.  The subdivision plotted 31 building lots in 1955, depicted on the Map of Central Suburban 
Estates.  The houses built are modest post World War II suburban homes.  The property at 437 Redcliffe Street is 
depicted as Block A, Lot 7, on the Map of Central Suburban Estates.  Central Suburban Estates sold the property 
in 1957.  The property was owned by the DiCosimo family for many years.  In 2000, the property was sold to 
Salvatore Randazzo and Maria, his wife, by the estate of Carmelia DiCosimo.  The premises was then purchased 
by Armanod Guerra in 2005.

Significance:  The property at 437 Redcliffe Street in Elizabeth is representative of typical post World War II 
suburban houses, constructed circa 1956.  Several other houses of similar form and style are found within the 
Central Suburban Estates development.

Eligibility for New Jersey 
and National Registers:  Yes  No 

National 
Register Criteria:  A  B  C  D 

Level of Significance  Local  State  National 

Justification of Eligibility/Ineligibility:  The house at 437 Redcliffe Street, built circa 1956, in Elizabeth does not 
meet National Register eligibility criteria.  The property is not related to significant historic trends, events, or 
persons (Criteria A and B).  While the house at 437 Redcliffe Street does represent characteristics of the period, it 
does it represent the work of a master, or possess high artistic values (Criterion C).  The property at 437 Redcliffe 
Street is unlikely to provide information important to our understanding of history (Criterion D).

For Historic Districts Only: 
Property Count: Key Contributing:       Contributing:       Non Contributing:       

For Individual Properties Only: 
     List the completed attachments related to the property’s significance: 

      

Narrative Boundary Description:  The property at 437 Redcliffe Street is bounded by the exterior lot lines of 
Block 5, Lot 1144.D.  It is located at the northeast corner of Fifth Avenue and Redcliffe Street.  Mattano Park is 
located to the west of the property. 
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CONTINUATION SHEET Historic Sites #: 

Survey Name: Goethals Bridge Replacement Date:
December 28, 
2007

Surveyor: Deborah Van Steen, Preparer
Organization: The Louis Berger Group, Inc. 

437 Redcliffe Street, View Northwest

437 Redcliffe Street, View East 
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BASE FORM Historic Sites #: 

Survey Name: Goethals Bridge Replacement Date:
December 28, 
2007

Surveyor: Deborah Van Steen, Preparer
Organization: The Louis Berger Group, Inc. 

Property Name: 436 Loomis Street (aka 436-438 Loomis Street) 
Street Address: Street #: 436 438 Apartment #: 

(Low) (High) (Low) (High)

Prefix: Street Name: Loomis Suffix: Type: ST

County(s): Union Zip Code: 07206
Municipality(s): Elizabeth City Block(s): 5

Local Place Name(s): Elizabeth Lot(s): 859.E
Ownership: Private USGS Quad(s): Elizabeth, NJ 

Description:

See Building Attachment

National Historic 
Landmark: SHPO Opinion:

Registration and 
Status Dates: 

National Register: Local Designation: 

New Jersey Register: Other Designation: 

Determination of Eligibility: Other Designation Date:

Photograph:  436 Loomis Street, View North 
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BASE FORM Historic Sites #: 

Survey Name: Goethals Bridge Replacement Date:
December 28, 
2007

Surveyor: Deborah Van Steen, Preparer
Organization: The Louis Berger Group, Inc. 

Location Map: Site Map: 

436 Loomis Street

USGS Elizabeth, NJ Quadrangle

Bibliography/Sources:
Map of Central Suburban Estates.  City of Elizabeth, New Jersey.  Prepared by Ernest L. Meyer, Yara 

Engineering Corporation.  1955. 
Sanborn Fire Insurance Maps. City of Elizabeth, New Jersey 1951.
Union County Deeds.  On file at the Union County Court House, Property Records.
Additional Information: N/A

More Research Needed? Yes No

INTENSIVE LEVEL USE ONLY 
Attachments Included: Building Structure Object Bridge

Landscape Industry
Within Historic District? Yes No

Status:  Key-Contributing Contributing Non-Contributing
Associated Archaeological Site/Deposit? Yes
(Known or potential Sites – if yes, please describe briefly)
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BUILDING ATTACHMENT Historic Sites #: 

Survey Name: Goethals Bridge Replacement Date:
December 28, 
2007

Surveyor: Deborah Van Steen, Preparer
Organization: The Louis Berger Group, Inc. 

Common Name: House, 436 Loomis Street
Historic Name: Unknown

Present Use: Residential, Permanent
Historic Use: Residential, Permanent

Construction Date: c. 1955 Source: Stylistic evidence 
Alteration Date(s): N/A Source: N/A

Designer: Unknown Physical Condition: Good
Builder: Central Suburban Estates Remaining Historic Fabric: Medium

Style: Other
Form: Gable front Stories: 1.5
Type: Other Bays: 3

Roof Finish Materials: Asphalt shingle
Exterior Finish Materials Vinyl Siding 

Exterior Description: The house at 436 Loomis Street is a one-and-a-half-story, wood-frame dwelling, three
bays wide, terminating in a gable front roof.  Set on a stucco-covered foundation, the modest vernacular house
features a rectangular-shaped footprint with a smaller gable wing on the front elevation.  The wing originally had 
an inset one-bay porch, which has been enclosed. The main entry is into the enclosed porch section, and a shed-
roof porch addition shelters the entry and a tripartite window on the façade of the main block.  The entry contains
a single-leaf door, and the tripartite window has a one-light fixed window flanked by one-over-one vinyl sash 
windows.  Other windows throughout the house are one-over-one vinyl sash units.  The southwest elevation is not 
pierced with any openings.  The house is clad with vinyl siding, and a central-interior brick chimney rises above
the asphalt-shingle roof. Other architectural features include a shed-roof dormer on the northeast elevation and a
wood deck on the rear (southeast) elevation.

Interior Description: N/A

Setting: Facing northwest toward Loomis Street, this dwelling is located at the south corner of Loomis Street and
Fifth Avenue.  It is on a level grassy lot set slightly back from the road.  The property is fronted with foundation
plantings and a few trees and shrubs.



New Jersey Department of Environmental Protection
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ELIGIBILITY WORKSHEET     Historic Sites #: 

Survey Name: Goethals Bridge Replacement Date:
December 28, 
2007

Surveyor: Deborah Van Steen, Preparer 
Organization: The Louis Berger Group, Inc. 

History:  Documentary evidence suggests that the house at 436 Loomis Street was constructed by the Central 
Suburban Estates in circa 1955.  The area surrounding Mattano Park developed through several subdivisions.  
One of these developments was undertaken by Central Suburban Estates of Elizabeth, New Jersey.  The 
subdivision consisted of a one and one-half block area bounded by Fifth Avenue, Doyle and Loomis Streets, and 
Fourth Avenue.  The subdivision plotted 31 building lots in 1955, depicted on the Map of Central Suburban 
Estates.  The houses built are modest post World War II suburban homes.  The property at 436 Loomis Street is 
depicted as Block A, Lot 1, on the Map of Central Suburban Estates.  The property is currently owned by William 
A. Caruso.

Significance:  The property at 436 Loomis Street in Elizabeth is representative of typical post World War II 
suburban houses, constructed circa 1956.  Several other houses of similar form and style are found within the 
Central Suburban Estates development.

Eligibility for New Jersey 
and National Registers:  Yes  No 

National 
Register Criteria:  A  B  C  D 

Level of Significance  Local  State  National 

Justification of Eligibility/Ineligibility: The house at 436 Loomis Street, built circa 1956, in Elizabeth does not 
meet National Register eligibility criteria.  The property is not related to significant historic trends, events, or 
persons (Criteria A and B).  While the house at 436 Loomis Street does represent characteristics of the period, it 
does it represent the work of a master, or possess high artistic values (Criterion C).  The property at 436 Loomis 
Street is unlikely to provide information important to our understanding of history (Criterion D).

For Historic Districts Only: 
Property Count: Key Contributing:       Contributing:       Non Contributing:       

For Individual Properties Only: 
     List the completed attachments related to the property’s significance: 

      

Narrative Boundary Description:  The property is located at 436 Loomis Street in Elizabeth, Union County. It is 
associated with block 5 lot 859.E.  It is located at the southeast corner of Fifth Avenue and Loomis Street.  
Mattano Park is located to the west of the property. 
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CONTINUATION SHEET Historic Sites #: 

Survey Name: Goethals Bridge Replacement Date:
December 28, 
2007

Surveyor: Deborah Van Steen, Preparer
Organization: The Louis Berger Group, Inc. 

436 Loomis Street, Elizabeth, Union County

Southeast Elevation 

Northeast Elevation 
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BASE FORM Historic Sites #: 

Survey Name: Goethals Bridge Replacement Date:
December 28, 
2007

Surveyor: Deborah Van Steen, Preparer
Organization: The Louis Berger Group, Inc. 

Property Name: 475 Fifth Avenue (aka 439 Loomis Street)
Street Address: Street #: 475 Apartment #: 

(Low) (High) (Low) (High)

Prefix: Street Name: Fifth Suffix: Type: AVE

County(s): Union Zip Code: 07206
Municipality(s): Elizabeth City Block(s): 5

Local Place Name(s): Elizabeth Lot(s): 895
Ownership: Private USGS Quad(s): Elizabeth, NJ 

Description:

See building attachment

National Historic 
Landmark: SHPO Opinion:

Registration and 
Status Dates: 

National Register: Local Designation: 

New Jersey Register: Other Designation: 

Determination of Eligibility: Other Designation Date:

Photograph:  475 Fifth Avenue, View North



New Jersey Department of Environmental Protection
Historic Preservation Office          Page 2

BASE FORM Historic Sites #: 

Survey Name: Goethals Bridge Replacement Date:
December 28, 
2007

Surveyor: Deborah Van Steen, Preparer
Organization: The Louis Berger Group, Inc. 

Location Map: Site Map: 

Bibliography/Sources:
Map of Fortuna Park property of Fairchild-Baldwin Company. 1909.
Sanborn Fire Insurance Maps. City of Elizabeth, New Jersey 1950 and1951.
Union County Deeds.  On file at the Union County Court House, Property Records.

Additional Information: N/A

More Research Needed? Yes No

INTENSIVE LEVEL USE ONLY 
Attachments Included: Building Structure Object Bridge

Landscape Industry
Within Historic District? Yes No

Status:  Key-Contributing Contributing Non-Contributing
Associated Archaeological Site/Deposit? Yes
(Known or potential Sites – if yes, please describe briefly)

475 Fifth Avenue

USGS Elizabeth, NJ Quadrangle
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BUILDING ATTACHMENT Historic Sites #: 

Survey Name: Goethals Bridge Replacement Date:
December 28, 
2007

Surveyor: Deborah Van Steen, Preparer
Organization: The Louis Berger Group, Inc. 

Common Name: House, 475 Fifth Avenue 
Historic Name: Unknown

Present Use: Residential, Permanent
Historic Use: Residential, Permanent

Construction Date: c. 1955 Source: Sanborn Map, Stylistic evidence 
Alteration Date(s): N/A Source: N/A

Designer: Unknown Physical Condition: Good
Builder: Unknown Remaining Historic Fabric: Medium

Style: Other
Form: Other Stories: 1.5
Type: Other Bays: 3

Roof Finish Materials: Asphalt shingle
Exterior Finish Materials Brick, Running bond 

Exterior Description: The house at 475 Fifth Avenue is a one-and-a-half-story brick dwelling, three bays wide
and two bays deep.  Featuring a rectangular-shaped footprint, this dwelling is covered in stretcher bond and is 
capped with a side-gable asphalt-shingle roof.  The main façade contains a central single-leaf entry flanked by
one pair of one-over-one vinyl windows and a triple one-over-one vinyl window unit.  The façade has an inset
porch on the northwestern end supported with a brick post.  The porch shelters a one single-leaf door on the
northwest elevation.  The main roof slope is adorned with two vinyl-clad gable dormers, each with one one-over-
one vinyl windows, and the rear elevation has a vinyl-clad, four-bay shed dormer.  Other architectural features of
the house include brick rowlock window sills, overhanging eaves with a boxed cornice, and one exterior-end brick
chimney.

Interior Description: N/A

Setting: Facing northwest toward Mattano Park, this dwelling is located at the north corner of Loomis Street and
Fifth Avenue.  It is on a level grassy lot set slightly back from the road.  The property is fronted with foundation
plantings and dotted with a few trees and shrubs.



New Jersey Department of Environmental Protection
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ELIGIBILITY WORKSHEET Historic Sites #: 

Survey Name: Goethals Bridge Replacement Date:
December 28, 
2007

Surveyor: Deborah Van Steen, Preparer
Organization: The Louis Berger Group, Inc. 

History: Documentary evidence suggests that the house at 475 Fifth Avenue was constructed circa 1955 and
was plotted on the Revised Map of LaFortuna Park, Building Lots belonging to Maria S. Coote, and Tiplin 
subdivisions.  The revised map is referenced in the deeds; however it is not clear whether this is the same map
on file at the county property records room. The area was initially plotted for subdivision in 1908 by Maria Coote.
In 1909, these building lots were acquired by the Fairchild-Baldwin Company and renamed La Fortuna Park;
however the land remained undeveloped.  Land-use planning beginning in the early 1920s developed by the 
Olmsted Brothers Landscape Architecture Firm facilitated development near the Elizabeth River.  One of the 
parks that the Olmsted firm designed in Union County was Elizabeth Park (1926-1958).  Later renamed Mattano
Park, it became part of a greenway system associated with the Elizabeth River Park.  After World War II, 
development of the area increased.  By 1950, the blocks previously laid out as La Fortuna Park has buildings on
less than half of the lots. Construction of the house at 475 occurred after 1951.  The premises was acquired by 
the Caporasos, who sold it in 1962 to Anthony Noto and his wife, Margaret.  In 1996, Noto conveyed the property
to Edgar and Maria Bastidas.  The property was subsequently purchased by Ovidio Galvez in 2001, followed by
Eleutrero Aldaz.

Significance: The house at 475 Fifth Avenue in Elizabeth is representative of modest post World War II
suburban housing.  Publications and house plans of the 1940s and 1950s emphasized the economic and modern
attributes of these “authentic colonial” homes that embodied “all of the charm of [the] early-American type of 
architecture.”

Eligibility for New Jersey
and National Registers:  Yes  No 

National
Register Criteria:  A  B  C  D 

Level of Significance  Local  State  National 

Justification of Eligibility/Ineligibility: The house at 475 Fifth Avenue in Elizabeth, constructed circa 1955,
does not meet National Register eligibility criteria.  The property is not related to significant historic trends, events, 
or persons (Criteria A and B).  While the house at 475 Fifth Avenue does represent characteristics of the period, it 
does not represent the work of a master, or possess high artistic values (Criterion C).  The property at 475 Fifth
Avenue is unlikely to provide information important to our understanding of history (Criterion D).

For Historic Districts Only:
Property Count: Key Contributing: Contributing: Non Contributing:

For Individual Properties Only:
 List the completed attachments related to the property’s significance:

Narrative Boundary Description:  The property is located at 475 Fifth Avenue in Elizabeth, Union County. It is
associated with block 5 lot 859.  It is located at the northeast corner of Fifth Avenue and Loomis Street.  Mattano
Park is located to the west of the property.
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CONTINUATION SHEET Historic Sites #: 

Survey Name: Goethals Bridge Replacement Date:
December 28, 
2007

Surveyor: Deborah Van Steen, Preparer
Organization: The Louis Berger Group, Inc. 

475 Fifth Avenue, Elizabeth, Union County 

Northwest Elevation 

Southeast Elevation 
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BASE FORM Historic Sites #: 

Survey Name: Goethals Bridge Replacement Date:
December 28, 
2007

Surveyor: Deborah Van Steen, Preparer
Organization: The Louis Berger Group, Inc. 

Property Name: 505 South Fifth Street 
Street Address: Street #: 505 Apartment #: 

(Low) (High) (Low) (High)

Prefix: S Street Name: Fifth Street Suffix: Type: ST

County(s): Union Zip Code: 07206
Municipality(s): Elizabeth City Block(s): 5

Local Place Name(s): Elizabeth Lot(s): 1251
Ownership: Private USGS Quad(s): Elizabeth, NJ 

Description:

See building attachment

National Historic 
Landmark: SHPO Opinion:

Registration and 
Status Dates: 

National Register: Local Designation: 

New Jersey Register: Other Designation: 

Determination of Eligibility: Other Designation Date:

Photograph:  505 South Fifth Street, View Northwest
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BASE FORM Historic Sites #: 

Survey Name: Goethals Bridge Replacement Date:
December 28, 
2007

Surveyor: Deborah Van Steen, Preparer
Organization: The Louis Berger Group, Inc. 

Location Map: Site Map: 

505 South Fifth
Street

USGS Elizabeth, NJ Quadrangle

Bibliography/Sources:
Map of La Fortuna Park property of Fairchild-Baldwin Company. 1909. 
Revised Map of La Fortuna Park property of F.H. Tiplin. 1918. 
Sanborn Fire Insurance Maps. City of Elizabeth, New Jersey 1950 and1951.
Union County Deeds.  On file at the Union County Court House, Property Records.
Additional Information: N/A

More Research Needed? Yes No

INTENSIVE LEVEL USE ONLY 
Attachments Included: Building Structure Object Bridge

Landscape Industry
Within Historic District? Yes No

Status:  Key-Contributing Contributing Non-Contributing
Associated Archaeological Site/Deposit? Yes
(Known or potential Sites – if yes, please describe briefly)
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BUILDING ATTACHMENT Historic Sites #: 

Survey Name: Goethals Bridge Replacement Date:
December 28, 
2007

Surveyor: Deborah Van Steen, Preparer
Organization: The Louis Berger Group, Inc. 

Common Name: House, 505 South Fifth Street 
Historic Name: Unknown

Present Use: Residential, Permanent
Historic Use: Residential, Permanent

Construction Date: c. 1948 Source: Deed Research, Sanborn Map, Stylistic evidence 
Alteration Date(s): N/A Source: N/A

Designer: Unknown Physical Condition: Good
Builder: Leonardo La Torre Remaining Historic Fabric: Medium

Style: Colonial Revival, vernacular
Form: Gable front Stories: 1.5
Type: Other Bays: 3

Roof Finish Materials: Asphalt shingle
Exterior Finish Materials Brick, Running Bond 

Exterior Description: The building at 505 South Fifth Street is a one-story brick dwelling, three bays wide and
three bays deep, set on a poured-concrete foundation.  This dwelling has a rectangular plan and is constructed of
stretcher bond brick, capped with a gable front, asphalt-shingle roof.  The front entry is in a brick gable-roofed
vestibule that is centered on the façade and contains a paneled wood door with an oval light.  The house is 
pierced with one-over-one vinyl windows, and the front gable features paired one-over-one windows, all with brick
rowlock sills and soldier-course lintels. Fiberglass awnings shade the main southeast elevation’s windows and
door.  An interior brick chimney rises above the roof, and the roof features overhanging eaves with a boxed 
cornice.

Interior Description: N/A

Setting: The property faces southeast toward Mattano Park and is sited on the north side of South Fifth Street.
A small one-story, pre-fabricated metal shed stands at the rear portion of the lot behind the house.  The house is 
situated on a large, level lot set just off the road with a concrete driveway located on the southwest side.



New Jersey Department of Environmental Protection
Historic Preservation Office          Page 4

ELIGIBILITY WORKSHEET     Historic Sites #: 

Survey Name: Goethals Bridge Replacement Date:
December 28, 
2007

Surveyor: Deborah Van Steen, Preparer 
Organization: The Louis Berger Group, Inc. 

History:  Documentary evidence suggests that the house at 505 South Fifth Street was constructed circa 1948.  
The property was plotted on the map of Building Lots belonging to Maria S. Coote, the Map of LaFortuna Park
(Fairchild-Baldwin Company), and the Revised Map of La Fortuna Park (Frederick L. Tiplin).  The revised map is 
referenced in the deeds; however this map is not on file at the county property records room. The area was 
initially plotted for subdivision in 1908 by Maria Coote.  In 1909, these building lots were acquired by the Fairchild-
Baldwin Company and renamed La Fortuna Park; however the land remained undeveloped.  In 1918, the La 
Fortuna Park subdivision was acquired by Frederick L. Tiplin and the layout was revised.  Land-use planning 
beginning in the early 1920s developed by the Olmsted Brothers Landscape Architecture Firm facilitated 
development near the Elizabeth River.  One of the parks that the Olmsted firm designed in Union County was 
Elizabeth Park (1926-1958).  Later renamed Mattano Park, it became part of a greenway system associated with 
the Elizabeth River Park.  After World War II, development of the area increased.  By 1950, the blocks previously 
laid out as La Fortuna Park had buildings on less than half of the proposed lots.  By 1948, several lots at the 
corner of South Fifth Street and Fifth Avenue were combined.  The La Torres most likely constructed the house at 
505 South Fifth Street shortly thereafter.  Luigia La Torre, widow of Leonardo, married Angelo Lombardi.  The 
property was bequeathed to her seven children after Luigia’s death in 1970.  The property was subsequently sold 
to Leslie W. and Roxanne Mosch by a member of the La Torre family.  In 1998, the property was purchased by 
Ruben Gutierrez and his wife, Fernanda Duarte. 

Significance:  The property at 505 South Fifth Street in Elizabeth is representative of mid-twentieth century, 
World War II era houses.  Although, historically laid out as part of various subdivisions, the surrounding properties 
developed over the course of several decades between the 1920s and the 1950s.  

Eligibility for New Jersey 
and National Registers:  Yes  No 

National 
Register Criteria:  A  B  C  D 

Level of Significance  Local  State  National 

Justification of Eligibility/Ineligibility: The house at 505 South Fifth Street in Elizabeth does not meet National 
Register eligibility criteria.  The property is not related to significant historic trends, events, or persons (Criteria A 
and B).  The dwelling at 505 South Fifth Street, constructed circa 1948, does not represent the work of a master, 
or possess high artistic values (Criterion C).  The property at 505 South Fifth Street is unlikely to provide 
information important to our understanding of history (Criterion D).  

For Historic Districts Only: 
Property Count: Key Contributing:       Contributing:       Non Contributing:       

For Individual Properties Only: 
     List the completed attachments related to the property’s significance: 

      

Narrative Boundary Description:  The property at 505 South Fifth Street is bounded by the exterior lot lines of 
Block 5, Lot 1251 in Elizabeth.  The property is located on the north side of South Fifth Street, opposite Mattano 
Park. 



New Jersey Department of Environmental Protection
Historic Preservation Office          Page 5

CONTINUATION SHEET Historic Sites #: 

Survey Name: Goethals Bridge Replacement Date:
December 28, 
2007

Surveyor: Deborah Van Steen, Preparer
Organization: The Louis Berger Group, Inc. 

505 South Fifth Street, View North



New Jersey Department of Environmental Protection
Historic Preservation Office          Page 1

BASE FORM Historic Sites #: 

Survey Name: Goethals Bridge Replacement Date:
December 28, 
2007

Surveyor: Deborah Van Steen, Preparer
Organization: The Louis Berger Group, Inc. 

Property Name: 507 South Fifth Street 
Street Address: Street #: 507 Apartment #: 

(Low) (High) (Low) (High)

Prefix: S Street Name: Fifth Street Suffix: Type: ST

County(s): Union Zip Code: 07206
Municipality(s): Elizabeth City Block(s): 5

Local Place Name(s): Elizabeth Lot(s): 1252
Ownership: Private USGS Quad(s): Elizabeth, NJ 

Description:

See Building Attachment

National Historic 
Landmark: SHPO Opinion:

Registration and 
Status Dates: 

National Register: Local Designation: 

New Jersey Register: Other Designation: 

Determination of Eligibility: Other Designation Date:

Photograph:  507 South Fifth Street, View Northwest



New Jersey Department of Environmental Protection
Historic Preservation Office          Page 2

BASE FORM Historic Sites #: 

Survey Name: Goethals Bridge Replacement Date:
December 28, 
2007

Surveyor: Deborah Van Steen, Preparer
Organization: The Louis Berger Group, Inc. 

Location Map: Site Map: 

507 South Fifth
Street

USGS Elizabeth, NJ Quadrangle

Bibliography/Sources:
Map of La Fortuna Park property of Fairchild-Baldwin Company. 1909. 
Revised Map of La Fortuna Park property of F.H. Tiplin. 1918. 
Sanborn Fire Insurance Maps. City of Elizabeth, New Jersey 1950 and1951.
Union County Deeds.  On file at the Union County Court House, Property Records.
Additional Information: N/A

More Research Needed? Yes No

INTENSIVE LEVEL USE ONLY 
Attachments Included: Building Structure Object Bridge

Landscape Industry
Within Historic District? Yes No

Status:  Key-Contributing Contributing Non-Contributing
Associated Archaeological Site/Deposit? Yes
(Known or potential Sites – if yes, please describe briefly)
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BUILDING ATTACHMENT Historic Sites #: 

Survey Name: Goethals Bridge Replacement Date:
December 28, 
2007

Surveyor: Deborah Van Steen, Preparer
Organization: The Louis Berger Group, Inc. 

Common Name: 507 South Fifth Street 
Historic Name: Unknown

Present Use: Residential, Permanent
Historic Use: Residential, Permanent

Construction Date: c. 1930 Source: Deed Research, Sanborn Map, Stylistic evidence 
Alteration Date(s): N/A Source: N/A

Designer: Unknown Physical Condition: Good
Builder: Remaining Historic Fabric: Medium

Style: Colonial Revival, vernacular
Form: Gable front Stories: 1.5
Type: Other Bays: 3

Roof Finish Materials: Asphalt shingle
Exterior Finish Materials Brick, Running Bond 

Exterior Description: The building at 507 South Fifth Street is a one-and-one-half story brick dwelling, three
bays wide and three bays deep, set on a poured-concrete foundation.  This dwelling has a rectangular plan and is
constructed of stretcher bond brick, capped with a gable front, asphalt-shingle roof.  A hipped-roof dormer,
sheathed with vinyl siding, is at the north façade.  The front entry is at the side of the façade and access by brick 
steps.  The house is pierced with one-over-one vinyl windows, and the front gable features paired one-over-one
windows, all with brick rowlock sills and soldier-course lintels.  Metal awnings protect the front, first story windows.

Interior Description: N/A

Setting: The property faces southeast toward Mattano Park and is sited on the north side South Fifth Street.
The house is situated on a level lot set just off the road with a driveway on the northwest side.



New Jersey Department of Environmental Protection
Historic Preservation Office          Page 4

ELIGIBILITY WORKSHEET    Historic Sites #: 

Survey Name: Goethals Bridge Replacement Date:
December 28, 
2007

Surveyor: Deborah Van Steen, Preparer 
Organization: The Louis Berger Group, Inc. 

History:  Documentary evidence suggests that the house at 507 South Fifth Street was constructed circa 1930.  
The property was plotted in to lots on the map of Building Lots belonging to Maria S. Coote, the Map of LaFortuna 
Park (Fairchild-Baldwin Company), and the Revised Map of La Fortuna Park (Frederick L. Tiplin).  The revised 
map is referenced in the deeds; however this map is not on file at the county property records room. The area 
was initially plotted for subdivision in 1908 by Maria Coote.  In 1909, these building lots were acquired by the 
Fairchild-Baldwin Company and renamed La Fortuna Park; however the land remained undeveloped.  In 1918, 
the La Fortuna Park subdivision was acquired by Frederick L. Tiplin and the layout was revised.  Land-use 
planning beginning in the early 1920s developed by the Olmsted Brothers Landscape Architecture Firm facilitated 
development near the Elizabeth River.  One of the parks that the Olmsted firm designed in Union County was 
Elizabeth Park (1926-1958).  Later renamed Mattano Park, it became part of a greenway system associated with 
the Elizabeth River Park.  After World War II, development of the area increased.  By 1950, the blocks previously 
laid out as La Fortuna Park have buildings on less than half of the lots.  Concetta and Carmine Cusmano acquired 
the property and in 1977, the premises were purchased by Frank and Mary R. Fedorochko. 

Significance:  The property at 507 South Fifth Street in Elizabeth is representative of mid-twentieth century 
houses.  Although, historically laid out as part of various subdivisions, the surrounding properties developed over 
the course of several decades between the 1920s and the 1950s.  

Eligibility for New Jersey 
and National Registers:  Yes  No 

National 
Register Criteria:  A  B  C  D 

Level of Significance  Local  State  National 

Justification of Eligibility/Ineligibility: The house at 507 South Fifth Street in Elizabeth does not appear to meet 
National Register eligibility criteria.  The property is not related to significant historic trends, events, or persons 
(Criteria A and B).  The dwelling at 507 South Fifth Street, constructed circa 1930, does not represent the work of 
a master, or possess high artistic values (Criterion C).  The property at 507 South Fifth Street is unlikely to 
provide information important to our understanding of history (Criterion D).  

For Historic Districts Only: 
Property Count: Key Contributing:       Contributing:       Non Contributing:       

For Individual Properties Only: 
     List the completed attachments related to the property’s significance: 

      

Narrative Boundary Description:  The property at 507 South Fifth Street is bounded by the exterior lot lines of 
Block 5, Lot 1252 in Elizabeth.  The property is located on the north side of South Fifth Street, opposite Mattano 
Park. 



New Jersey Department of Environmental Protection
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BASE FORM Historic Sites #: 

Survey Name: Goethals Bridge Replacement Date:
December 28, 
2007

Surveyor: Deborah Van Steen, Preparer
Organization: The Louis Berger Group, Inc. 

Property Name: 511-513 South Fifth Street 
Street Address: Street #: 511 513 Apartment #: 

(Low) (High) (Low) (High)

Prefix: S Street Name: Fifth Suffix: Type: ST

County(s): Union Zip Code: 07206
Municipality(s): Elizabeth City Block(s): 5

Local Place Name(s): Elizabeth Lot(s): 1253
Ownership: Private USGS Quad(s): Elizabeth, NJ 

Description:

See building attachment 

National Historic 
Landmark: SHPO Opinion:

Registration and 
Status Dates: 

National Register: Local Designation: 

New Jersey Register: Other Designation: 

Determination of Eligibility: Other Designation Date:

Photograph:  511-513 South Fifth Street, View Northwest



New Jersey Department of Environmental Protection
Historic Preservation Office          Page 2

BASE FORM Historic Sites #: 

Survey Name: Goethals Bridge Replacement Date:
December 28, 
2007

Surveyor: Deborah Van Steen, Preparer
Organization: The Louis Berger Group, Inc. 

Location Map: Site Map: 

511-513 South
Fifth Street 

USGS Elizabeth, NJ Quadrangle

Bibliography/Sources:
City of Elizabeth Tax Assessors Office.
Map of Fortuna Park property of Fairchild-Baldwin Company. 1909.
Sanborn Fire Insurance Maps. City of Elizabeth, New Jersey 1950 and1951.
Union County Deeds.  On file at the Union County Court House, Property Records.
Additional Information: N/A

More Research Needed? Yes No

INTENSIVE LEVEL USE ONLY 
Attachments Included: Building Structure Object Bridge

Landscape Industry
Within Historic District? Yes No

Status:  Key-Contributing Contributing Non-Contributing
Associated Archaeological Site/Deposit? Yes
(Known or potential Sites – if yes, please describe briefly)
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BUILDING ATTACHMENT Historic Sites #: 

Survey Name: Goethals Bridge Replacement Date:
December 28, 
2007

Surveyor: Deborah Van Steen, Preparer
Organization: The Louis Berger Group, Inc. 

Common Name: 511-513 South Fifth Street 
Historic Name: Unknown

Present Use: Residential, Permanent
Historic Use: Residential, Permanent; Commercial

Construction Date: 1910 Source:
City of Elizabeth Tax Assessor, Stylistic evidence,
Deeds, Sanborn Maps

Alteration Date(s): N/A Source: N/A
Designer: Unknown Physical Condition: Good

Builder: Unknown Remaining Historic Fabric: Low
Style: None
Form: Duplex Stories: 2
Type: Other Bays: 4

Roof Finish Materials: Asphalt shingle
Exterior Finish Materials Vinyl siding 

Exterior Description: The building at 511-513 South Fifth Street is a double building (or duplex), two stories in 
height and four bays wide on the first story of its main (southeast) elevation.  This wood-frame building has a
rectangular plan, six bays deep, with a flat roof.  At the first story, the facade is covered with a stucco, faux stone
veneer.  A hipped pent roof extends the full-width at the top of the first story, which is mimicked with a larger and
broader hipped pent roof above the second story.  The building is clad with vinyl siding, and the top pent roof is
sheathed with asphalt shingles. Two centered single-leaf entries on the main façade are sheltered with a gable-
roof hood supported with knee braces.  The entries are illuminated with transoms, and flanking the doors are
paired one-over-one aluminum windows with aluminum surrounds.

Interior Description: N/A

Setting: Facing southeast toward Mattano Park, this building is located on the north side South Fifth Street.  The
building at 511-513 is sited on level double lot set adjacent to the road.  A chain link fence extends along the
northeast side of the building.



New Jersey Department of Environmental Protection
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ELIGIBILITY WORKSHEET     Historic Sites #: 

Survey Name: Goethals Bridge Replacement Date:
December 28, 
2007

Surveyor: Deborah Van Steen, Preparer 
Organization: The Louis Berger Group, Inc. 

History:  Documentary evidence suggests that the double house at 511-513 South Fifth Street was constructed 
1910.  The property was plotted in to lots on the map of Building Lots belonging to Maria S. Coote, the Map of 
LaFortuna Park (Fairchild-Baldwin Company), and the Revised Map of La Fortuna Park (Frederick L. Tiplin).  The 
revised map is referenced in the deeds; however this map is not on file at the county property records room. The
area was initially plotted for subdivision in 1908 by Maria Coote.  In 1909, these building lots were acquired by the 
Fairchild-Baldwin Company and renamed La Fortuna Park; however the land remained undeveloped.  In 1918, 
the La Fortuna Park subdivision was acquired by Frederick L. Tiplin and the layout was revised.  Land-use 
planning beginning in the early 1920s developed by the Olmsted Brothers Landscape Architecture Firm facilitated 
development near the Elizabeth River.  One of the parks that the Olmsted firm designed in Union County was 
Elizabeth Park (1926-1958).  Later renamed Mattano Park, it became part of a greenway system associated with 
the Elizabeth River Park.  [See Continuation Sheet] 

Significance:  The property at 511-513 South Fifth Street in Elizabeth contains a typical vernacular double 
house, constructed circa 1910.  Wood frame double houses of the early twentieth century are a representative 
building type of worker housing.  By 1950, this building contained a dwelling in one half and a store in the other.  
The property has no known historic significance.  

Eligibility for New Jersey 
and National Registers:  Yes  No 

National 
Register Criteria:  A  B  C  D 

Level of Significance  Local  State  National 

Justification of Eligibility/Ineligibility:  The building at 511-513 South Fifth Street in Elizabeth does not appear 
to meet National Register eligibility criteria.  The property is not related to significant historic trends, events, or 
persons (Criteria A and B).  The vernacular double house at 511-513 South Fifth Street has been substantially 
altered through the addition of the pent roofs, addition of replacement siding, and installation of replacement 
windows, which greatly detract from the architectural integrity of the building.  Evidence also suggests that this 
and adjacent buildings were moved from another site.  This building does not represent the work of a master, or 
possess high artistic values (Criterion C).  The property at 511-513 South Fifth Street is unlikely to provide 
information important to our understanding of history (Criterion D). 

For Historic Districts Only: 
Property Count: Key Contributing:       Contributing:       Non Contributing:       

For Individual Properties Only: 
     List the completed attachments related to the property’s significance: 

      

Narrative Boundary Description:  The property at 511-513 South Fifth Street is bounded by the exterior lot lines 
of Block 5, Lot 1253.  It is located on the north side of South Fifth Street and Mattano Park is to the south of the 
property. 



New Jersey Department of Environmental Protection
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CONTINUATION SHEET Historic Sites #: 

Survey Name: Goethals Bridge Replacement Date:
December 28, 
2007

Surveyor: Deborah Van Steen, Preparer
Organization: The Louis Berger Group, Inc. 

511-513 South Fifth Street, View North

ELIGIBILITY WORKSHEET, History, continued

Stylistically, several of the buildings along this block are consistent with architecture popular at the turn of the 
twentieth century and early 1900s; however the 1950 Sanborn map depicts only three buildings fronting on South
Fifth Street.  This area was acquired by the New Jersey Turnpike, held for a short period, and conveyed to
individual owners in the 1950s, suggesting that the presence of architecture predating 1950 were moved from the 
path of the turnpike.  The duplex at 511-513 South Front Street is depicted on the 1950 Sanborn Map and several
of the adjacent houses are depicted on the 1951 Sanborn map.  Double houses of this type were popular in
working class neighborhoods from the turn of the twentieth century through the 1920s.  The building is depicted
as a double (side-by-side) building with a store in the east side and the west half used as a dwelling.  The 
property, which was purchased by John Cutaio and his wife, Angeline, who owned several properties in the area,
was sold to Juan and Andrea Rivera in 1978.  In 1988, the property was subsequently conveyed to Salvatore
Mirabile and Vincenza, his wife. 



New Jersey Department of Environmental Protection 
Historic Preservation Office          Page 1  

BASE FORM       Historic Sites #: 

Survey Name: Goethals Bridge Replacement Date:
December 28, 
2007

Surveyor: Deborah Van Steen, Preparer 
Organization: The Louis Berger Group, Inc. 

Property Name: 515 South Fifth Street (aka 515-517 South Front Street) 
Street Address: Street #: 515  517 Apartment #:               

(Low) (High) (Low) (High)

Prefix: S Street Name: Fifth Suffix:       Type: ST 

County(s): Union Zip Code: 07206 
Municipality(s): Elizabeth City Block(s): 5

Local Place Name(s): Elizabeth Lot(s): 1254
Ownership: Private USGS Quad(s): Elizabeth, NJ 

Description:

See building attachment 

National Historic 
Landmark: SHPO Opinion:       

Registration and 
Status Dates: 

National Register:       Local Designation:       

New Jersey Register:       Other Designation:       

Determination of Eligibility:       Other Designation Date:       

Photograph:  515 South Front Street, View Northwest 



New Jersey Department of Environmental Protection 
Historic Preservation Office          Page 2  

BASE FORM       Historic Sites #: 

Survey Name: Goethals Bridge Replacement Date:
December 28, 
2007

Surveyor: Deborah Van Steen, Preparer 
Organization: The Louis Berger Group, Inc. 

Location Map: Site Map: 

Bibliography/Sources:   
City of Elizabeth Tax Assessors Office. 
Map of Fortuna Park property of Fairchild-Baldwin Company. 1909. 
Sanborn Fire Insurance Maps. City of Elizabeth, New Jersey 1950 and1951. 
Union County Deeds.  On file at the Union County Court House, Property Records.
Additional Information:  N/A

More Research Needed? Yes No

INTENSIVE LEVEL USE ONLY 
Attachments Included: Building Structure Object Bridge

Landscape Industry
Within Historic District? Yes No

Status:  Key-Contributing Contributing Non-Contributing
Associated Archaeological Site/Deposit? Yes
(Known or potential Sites – if yes, please describe briefly) 
      

USGS Elizabeth, NJ Quadrangle

515 South Fifth Street
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BUILDING ATTACHMENT     Historic Sites #: 

Survey Name: Goethals Bridge Replacement Date:
December 28, 
2007

Surveyor: Deborah Van Steen, Preparer 
Organization: The Louis Berger Group, Inc. 

Common Name: House, 515 South Fifth Street 
Historic Name: Unknown 

Present Use: Residential, Permanent  
Historic Use: Residential, Permanent  

Construction Date: c. 1910 Source: 
City of Elizabeth Tax Assessor, Deeds, Sanborn Maps, 
Stylistic evidence 

Alteration Date(s): Unknown Source: N/A
Designer: Unknown Physical Condition: Good

Builder: Unknown Remaining Historic Fabric: Medium
Style: Other
Form: Duplex Stories: 2
Type: Other Bays: 3

Roof Finish Materials: Unknown 
Exterior Finish Materials Aluminum siding 

Exterior Description:   

The building at 515 South Fifth Street is a wood frame dwelling, two stories in height and three bays across, clad 
with aluminum siding and capped with a shed roof.  The house has been converted into a multi-family building.  
The façade has two off-center single-leaf six-panel vinyl doors sheltered with a metal awning.  The house is 
pierced by one-over-one vinyl windows with aluminum surrounds.  Other architectural features include an 
aluminum cornice, a poured-concrete stoop, and a two-story rear porch with an enclosed second story.

Interior Description:  N/A

Setting:   
The building at 515 South Front Street is located on the north side of South Front Street across from Mattano 
Park.  The property is on a level lot and the dwelling is set close to the road.  A small one-story, gable-roofed 
shed, younger than 50 years old, stands on the rear portion of the lot behind the house.   



New Jersey Department of Environmental Protection 
Historic Preservation Office          Page 4  

ELIGIBILITY WORKSHEET     Historic Sites #: 

Survey Name: Goethals Bridge Replacement Date:
December 28, 
2007

Surveyor: Deborah Van Steen, Preparer 
Organization: The Louis Berger Group, Inc. 

History:  Documentary evidence suggests that the house at 515 South Fifth Street was constructed circa 1910.  
The property was plotted in to lots on the map of Building Lots belonging to Maria S. Coote, the Map of LaFortuna 
Park (Fairchild-Baldwin Company), and the Revised Map of La Fortuna Park (Frederick L. Tiplin).  The revised 
map is referenced in the deeds; however, this map is not on file at the county property records room. The area 
was initially plotted for subdivision in 1908 by Maria Coote.  In 1909, these building lots were acquired by the 
Fairchild-Baldwin Company and renamed La Fortuna Park; however the land remained undeveloped.  In 1918, 
the La Fortuna Park subdivision was acquired by Frederick L. Tiplin and the layout was revised.  Land-use 
planning beginning in the early 1920s developed by the Olmsted Brothers Landscape Architecture Firm facilitated 
development near the Elizabeth River.  One of the parks that the Olmsted firm designed in Union County was 
Elizabeth Park (1926-1958).  Later renamed Mattano Park, it became part of a greenway system associated with 
the Elizabeth River Park.  [See continuation Sheet]

Significance: The property at 515 South Fifth Street is typical of vernacular buildings from the early twentieth 
century and has been stripped of its architectural character.  The property has no known historic significance.

Eligibility for New Jersey 
and National Registers:  Yes  No 

National 
Register Criteria:  A  B  C  D 

Level of Significance  Local  State  National  

Justification of Eligibility/Ineligibility:  The building at 515 South Fifth Street in Elizabeth does not appear to 
meet National Register eligibility criteria.  The property is not related to significant historic trends, events, or 
persons (Criteria A and B).  Built circa 1910, the vernacular building at 515 South Fifth Street does not represent 
any distinctive characteristics of the period, nor does it represent the work of a master, or possess high artistic 
values (Criterion C).  Its integrity has diminished with the replacement siding and replacement windows.  
Evidence also suggests that this building as well as several adjacent buildings were moved from their original 
location.  The property at 515 South Fifth Street is unlikely to provide information important to our understanding 
of history (Criterion D).  
For Historic Districts Only: 
Property Count: Key Contributing:       Contributing:       Non Contributing:       

For Individual Properties Only: 
     List the completed attachments related to the property’s significance: 

      

Narrative Boundary Description:         
The property is located at 515 South Fifth Street in Elizabeth, Union County. It is associated with block 5 lot 1254.  
It is located on the north side of South Fifth Street and Mattano Park is to the south of the property. 
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CONTINUATION SHEET    Historic Sites #: 

Survey Name: Goethals Bridge Replacement Date:
December 28, 
2007

Surveyor: Deborah Van Steen, Preparer 
Organization: The Louis Berger Group, Inc. 

515 South Fifth Street, View North 

ELIGIBILITY WORKSHEET, History, continued 

Stylistically, several of the buildings along this block are consistent with architecture popular at the turn of the 
twentieth century and early 1900s; however the 1950 Sanborn map depicts only three buildings fronting on South 
Fifth Street.  This area was acquired by the New Jersey Turnpike, held for a short period, and conveyed to 
individual owners in the 1950s, suggesting that the presence of architecture predating 1950 were moved from the 
path of the turnpike.  The dwelling at 515 South Front Street is first depicted at this location on the 1951 Sanborn 
Map as are several of the adjacent houses.  Houses of this type were popular in working class neighborhoods 
from the turn of the twentieth century through the 1920s.  The property was purchased from the New Jersey 
Turnpike Authority by James Wright in 1953.  In 1980, Wright’s heir sold the property to James and Rose Cooper.  
The property was then acquired by Alcides Garcia and his wife, Rose, in 1999.  Jose and Rose Garcia purchased 
the property in 2003. 
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BASE FORM       Historic Sites #: 

Survey Name: Goethals Bridge Replacement Date:
December 28, 
2007

Surveyor: Deborah Van Steen, Preparer 
Organization: The Louis Berger Group, Inc. 

Property Name: 517 South Fifth Street (aka 517-519 South Front Street 
Street Address: Street #: 517  519 Apartment #:               

(Low) (High) (Low) (High)

Prefix: South Street Name: Fifth Suffix:       Type: ST 

County(s): Union Zip Code: 07206 
Municipality(s): Elizabeth City Block(s): 5

Local Place Name(s): Elizabeth Lot(s): 1256
Ownership: Private USGS Quad(s): Elizabeth, NJ 

Description:  

See building attachment

National Historic 
Landmark: SHPO Opinion:       

Registration and 
Status Dates: 

National Register:       Local Designation:       

New Jersey Register:       Other Designation:       

Determination of Eligibility:       Other Designation Date:       

Photograph:  517 South Front Street, View Northeast 
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BASE FORM       Historic Sites #: 

Survey Name: Goethals Bridge Replacement Date:
December 28, 
2007

Surveyor: Deborah Van Steen, Preparer 
Organization: The Louis Berger Group, Inc. 

Location Map: Site Map: 

Bibliography/Sources:   
City of Elizabeth Tax Assessors Office. 
Map of Fortuna Park property of Fairchild-Baldwin Company. 1909. 
Sanborn Fire Insurance Maps. City of Elizabeth, New Jersey 1950 and1951. 
Union County Deeds.  On file at the Union County Court House, Property Records. 
Additional Information:  N/A

More Research Needed? Yes No

INTENSIVE LEVEL USE ONLY 
Attachments Included: Building Structure Object Bridge

Landscape Industry
Within Historic District? Yes No

Status:  Key-Contributing Contributing Non-Contributing
Associated Archaeological Site/Deposit? Yes
(Known or potential Sites – if yes, please describe briefly) 
      

USGS Elizabeth, NJ Quadrangle

517 South Fifth Street
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BUILDING ATTACHMENT     Historic Sites #: 

Survey Name: Goethals Bridge Replacement Date:
December 28, 
2007

Surveyor: Deborah Van Steen, Preparer 
Organization: The Louis Berger Group, Inc. 

Common Name: House, 517 South Fifth Street 
Historic Name: N/A

Present Use: Residential, Permanent  
Historic Use: Residential, Permanent  

Construction Date: c. 1915 Source: 
City of Elizabeth Tax Assessor, Stylistic Evidence, 
Sanborn Maps 

Alteration Date(s): N/A Source: N/A
Designer: Unknown Physical Condition: Good

Builder: Unknown Remaining Historic Fabric: Medium
Style: Colonial Revival 
Form: Gable Ell Stories: 2.5
Type: Other Bays: 3

Roof Finish Materials: Asphalt Shingle 
Exterior Finish Materials Asbestos Siding 

Exterior Description:  The building at 517 South Fifth Street is a two-and-one-half story wood-frame, ell plan 
dwelling with a projecting front-gable wing at the southwest elevation.  Set on a stucco-covered foundation and 
clad with asbestos siding, the house is three bays wide on the main façade.  A hipped roof enclosed porch 
extends across the full width of the front façade with an off-center aluminum single-leaf door.  The pedimented 
gable is illuminated by one-over-one wood-sash windows with square-edged aluminum surrounds.  Two stuccoed 
interior chimneys rise above the asphalt-shingle cross-gable roof.  Other architectural features of the house 
include overhanging eaves, a boxed wood cornice, and partial returns on the projecting gable section.  A two-
story addition is at the rear façade.  The property is enclosed by a chain-link fence.

Interior Description:  N/A

Setting:   
The property at 517 South Front Street is situated on the north side of the street and faces southeast toward 
Mattano Park.  The property is located on a level lot with the house set adjacent to the road and an asphalt-paved 
driveway that leads to a garage at the northwest side of the house.



New Jersey Department of Environmental Protection 
Historic Preservation Office          Page 4  

BUILDING ATTACHMENT     Historic Sites #: 

Survey Name: Goethals Bridge Replacement Date:
December 28, 
2007

Surveyor: Deborah Van Steen, Preparer 
Organization: The Louis Berger Group, Inc. 

Common Name: Garage, 517 South Fifth Street 
Historic Name: N/A

Present Use: Residential  
Historic Use: Residential  

Construction Date: c. 1940 Source: Stylistic and material evidence 
Alteration Date(s): N/A Source: N/A

Designer: Unknown Physical Condition: Good
Builder: Unknown Remaining Historic Fabric: Medium

Style: Other
Form: Other Stories: 1
Type: Garage Bays: 2

Roof Finish Materials: Asphalt shingle 
Exterior Finish Materials Asbestos siding 

Exterior Description:  The one-story wood-frame garage, built circa 1940, is two bays wide with two roll-up 
garage doors.  It is clad with asbestos siding and has a gable front asphalt shingle roof with a full pediment on the 
facade similar to the dwelling.

Interior Description:  N/A

Setting:  This garage is located on the northwest side of the house. 



New Jersey Department of Environmental Protection 
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ELIGIBILITY WORKSHEET     Historic Sites #: 

Survey Name: Goethals Bridge Replacement Date:
December 28, 
2007

Surveyor: Deborah Van Steen, Preparer 
Organization: The Louis Berger Group, Inc. 

History:  Documentary evidence suggests that the house at 515 South Fifth Street was constructed circa 1915.  
The property was plotted in to lots on the map of Building Lots belonging to Maria S. Coote, the Map of LaFortuna 
Park (Fairchild-Baldwin Company), and the Revised Map of La Fortuna Park (Frederick L. Tiplin).  The revised 
map is referenced in the deeds; however, this map is not on file at the county property records room. The area 
was initially plotted for subdivision in 1908 by Maria Coote.  In 1909, these building lots were acquired by the 
Fairchild-Baldwin Company and renamed La Fortuna Park; however the land remained undeveloped.  In 1918, 
the La Fortuna Park subdivision was acquired by Frederick L. Tiplin and the layout was revised.  Land-use 
planning beginning in the early 1920s developed by the Olmsted Brothers Landscape Architecture Firm facilitated 
development near the Elizabeth River.  One of the parks that the Olmsted firm designed in Union County was 
Elizabeth Park (1926-1958).  Later renamed Mattano Park, it became part of a greenway system associated with 
the Elizabeth River Park.  [See continuation Sheet]

Significance:  The property at 517 South Fifth Street in Elizabeth is a typical two-story, gable-front, Colonial 
Revival-style dwelling, constructed circa 1920.  During the first half of the twentieth century, Colonial Revival 
became the most popular style choice across the United States among middle- and upper-class Americans for 
their houses, as well as other types such as ecclesiastical and institutional.  Features like gable roofs, molded 
cornices, full pediments, and two stories are typical characteristics of Colonial Revival houses of this period, as 
seen on this house.  Several other similar dwellings are located in the immediate area, such as neighboring 
houses at 521 and 525 South Fifth Street.  The property has no known historic significance. 

Eligibility for New Jersey 
and National Registers:  Yes  No 

National 
Register Criteria:  A  B  C  D 

Level of Significance  Local  State  National  

Justification of Eligibility/Ineligibility: The building at 517 South Fifth Street in Elizabeth does not appear to 
meet National Register eligibility criteria.  The property is not related to significant historic trends, events, or 
persons (Criteria A and B).  Built circa 1915, the vernacular building at 517 South Fifth Street does not represent 
the work of a master, or possess high artistic values (Criterion C).  Evidence also suggests that this building and 
those adjacent were moved from their original location.  The property at 517 South Fifth Street is unlikely to 
provide information important to our understanding of history (Criterion D).  

For Historic Districts Only: 
Property Count: Key Contributing:       Contributing:       Non Contributing:       

For Individual Properties Only: 
     List the completed attachments related to the property’s significance: 

      

Narrative Boundary Description:  The property at 517 South Fifth Street is bounded by the exterior lot line of 
Block 5, Lot 1256.  It is on the north side of South Fifth Street; Mattano Park is to the south. 



New Jersey Department of Environmental Protection 
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CONTINUATION SHEET    Historic Sites #: 

Survey Name: Goethals Bridge Replacement Date:
December 28, 
2007

Surveyor: Deborah Van Steen, Preparer 
Organization: The Louis Berger Group, Inc. 

517 South Fifth Street, View North 

ELIGIBILITY WORKSHEET, History, continued 

Stylistically, several of the buildings along this block are consistent with architecture popular at the turn of the 
twentieth century and early 1900s; however the 1950 Sanborn map depicts only three buildings fronting on South 
Fifth Street.  This area was acquired by the New Jersey Turnpike, held for a short period, and conveyed to 
individual owners in the 1950s, suggesting that the presence of architecture predating 1950 were moved from the 
path of the turnpike.  The dwelling at 517 South Front Street is first depicted at this location on the 1951 Sanborn 
Map as are several of the adjacent houses.  Houses of this type were popular in working class neighborhoods 
from the turn of the twentieth century through the 1920s.  The property was purchased from the New Jersey 
Turnpike Authority by Karl Zazekony in 1953.  The property was in turn sold to Bruno E. and Peter Kurdyla.  
Bruno Kurdyla continues to own the property. 



New Jersey Department of Environmental Protection 
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BASE FORM       Historic Sites #: 

Survey Name: Goethals Bridge Replacement Date:
December 28, 
2007

Surveyor: Deborah Van Steen, Preparer 
Organization: The Louis Berger Group, Inc. 

Property Name: 521 South Fifth Street (aka 521-523 South Front Street) 
Street Address: Street #: 521  523 Apartment #:               

(Low) (High) (Low) (High)

Prefix: S Street Name: Fifth Suffix:       Type: ST 

County(s): Union Zip Code: 07206 
Municipality(s): Elizabeth City Block(s): 5

Local Place Name(s): Elizabeth Lot(s): 1257
Ownership: Private USGS Quad(s): Elizabeth, NJ 

Description:

See building attachment 

National Historic 
Landmark: SHPO Opinion:       

Registration and 
Status Dates: 

National Register:       Local Designation:       

New Jersey Register:       Other Designation:       

Determination of Eligibility:       Other Designation Date:       

Photograph:  521 South Fifth Street, View Northwest 
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BASE FORM       Historic Sites #: 

Survey Name: Goethals Bridge Replacement Date:
December 28, 
2007

Surveyor: Deborah Van Steen, Preparer 
Organization: The Louis Berger Group, Inc. 

Location Map: Site Map: 

Bibliography/Sources:   
City of Elizabeth Tax Assessors Office. 
Map of Fortuna Park property of Fairchild-Baldwin Company. 1909. 
Sanborn Fire Insurance Maps. City of Elizabeth, New Jersey 1950 and1951. 
Union County Deeds.  On file at the Union County Court House, Property Records. 
Additional Information:  N/A

More Research Needed? Yes No

INTENSIVE LEVEL USE ONLY 
Attachments Included: Building Structure Object Bridge

Landscape Industry
Within Historic District? Yes No

Status:  Key-Contributing Contributing Non-Contributing
Associated Archaeological Site/Deposit? Yes
(Known or potential Sites – if yes, please describe briefly) 
      

USGS Elizabeth, NJ Quadrangle

521 South Fifth Street
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BUILDING ATTACHMENT     Historic Sites #: 

Survey Name: Goethals Bridge Replacement Date:
December 28, 
2007

Surveyor: Deborah Van Steen, Preparer 
Organization: The Louis Berger Group, Inc. 

Common Name: House, 521 South Fifth Street 
Historic Name: Unknown 

Present Use: Residential, Permanent  
Historic Use: Residential, Permanent  

Construction Date: 1915 Source: 
City of Elizabeth Tax Assessor, Stylistic evidence, 
Sanborn Maps 

Alteration Date(s): N/A Source: N/A
Designer: Unknown Physical Condition: Good

Builder: Unknown Remaining Historic Fabric: Medium
Style: Colonial Revival 
Form: Gable Front Stories: 2
Type: Other Bays: 3

Roof Finish Materials: Asphalt shingle 
Exterior Finish Materials Vinyl siding 

Exterior Description:  The building at 521 South Fifth Street is wood-frame dwelling, two and one-half stories in 
height, with a gable front asphalt-shingle roof.  The house is set on a stucco-covered foundation and has a 
rectangular-shaped footprint.  A two-story gable roofed addition extends the full width of the rear elevation.  An 
enclosed porch, three bays wide, with a shed-roof and an off-center single-leaf entry, extends across the front 
facade.  The house is clad with vinyl siding and contains one-over-one replacement vinyl windows with aluminum 
surrounds.  The roof is pierced by two stucco covered chimneys, one of which is corbeled.  Other architectural 
features of the house include a full pediment at the front facade and a gable dormer on the southwest elevation.  
A fire escape and built-in air conditioner have been added to the front façade.

Interior Description:  N/A

Setting:  
The property at 521 South Front Street is sited on the north side of the street, facing southeast toward Mattano 
Park.  The house is on a level grassy lot set just off the road and is fronted with several foundation plantings.



New Jersey Department of Environmental Protection 
Historic Preservation Office          Page 4  

ELIGIBILITY WORKSHEET     Historic Sites #: 

Survey Name: Goethals Bridge Replacement Date:
December 28, 
2007

Surveyor: Deborah Van Steen, Preparer 
Organization: The Louis Berger Group, Inc. 

History:  Documentary evidence suggests that the house at 515 South Fifth Street was constructed 1915.  The 
property was plotted in to lots on the map of Building Lots belonging to Maria S. Coote, the Map of LaFortuna 
Park (Fairchild-Baldwin Company), and the Revised Map of La Fortuna Park (Frederick L. Tiplin).  The revised 
map is referenced in the deeds; however, this map is not on file at the county property records room. The area 
was initially plotted for subdivision in 1908 by Maria Coote.  In 1909, these building lots were acquired by the 
Fairchild-Baldwin Company and renamed La Fortuna Park; however the land remained undeveloped.  In 1918, 
the La Fortuna Park subdivision was acquired by Frederick L. Tiplin and the layout was revised.  Land-use 
planning beginning in the early 1920s developed by the Olmsted Brothers Landscape Architecture Firm facilitated 
development near the Elizabeth River.  One of the parks that the Olmsted firm designed in Union County was 
Elizabeth Park (1926-1958).  Later renamed Mattano Park, it became part of a greenway system associated with 
the Elizabeth River Park.  [See continuation Sheet]

Significance:  The property at 521 South Fifth Street in Elizabeth contains a typical two-story, gable-front, 
Colonial Revival-style dwelling, constructed 1915.  During the first half of the twentieth century, the Colonial 
Revival style, as well as other types such as ecclesiastical and institutional, became the most popular style choice 
across the United States among middle- and upper-class Americans for their houses.  Features such as a gable 
roof, molded cornice, full pediment, two stories are typical characteristics of Colonial Revival-style houses of this 
period as seen with this house.  The property has no known historic significance.

Eligibility for New Jersey 
and National Registers:  Yes  No 

National 
Register Criteria:  A  B  C  D 

Level of Significance  Local  State  National  

Justification of Eligibility/Ineligibility:  The building at 521 South Fifth Street in Elizabeth does not appear to 
meet National Register eligibility criteria.  The property is not related to significant historic trends, events, or 
persons (Criteria A and B).  Built 1915, the vernacular building at 521 South Fifth Street has been alerted through 
the addition of vinyl siding, installation of replacement windows, and changes to the fenestration, which greatly 
detract from the architectural integrity.  Evidence also suggests that this building and those adjacent were moved 
from their original location.  The building does not represent the work of a master, or possess high artistic values 
(Criterion C).  The property at 521 South Fifth Street is unlikely to provide information important to our 
understanding of history (Criterion D).  
For Historic Districts Only: 
Property Count: Key Contributing:       Contributing:       Non Contributing:       

For Individual Properties Only: 
     List the completed attachments related to the property’s significance: 

      

Narrative Boundary Description:  The property is bounded by the exterior lot line of Block 5, Lot 1257 in the 
City of Elizabeth.  It is located on the north side of South Fifth Street and Mattano Park is to the south of the 
property. 
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CONTINUATION SHEET    Historic Sites #: 

Survey Name: Goethals Bridge Replacement Date:
December 28, 
2007

Surveyor: Deborah Van Steen, Preparer 
Organization: The Louis Berger Group, Inc. 

521 South Fifth Street, View North 

ELIGIBILITY WORKSHEET, History, continued 

Stylistically, several of the buildings along this block are consistent with architecture popular at the turn of the 
twentieth century and early 1900s; however the 1950 Sanborn map depicts only three buildings fronting on South 
Fifth Street.  This area was acquired by the New Jersey Turnpike, held for a short period, and conveyed to 
individual owners in the 1950s, suggesting that the presence of architecture predating 1950 were moved from the 
path of the turnpike.  The dwelling at 521 South Front Street is first depicted at this location on the 1951 Sanborn 
Map as are several of the adjacent houses.  Houses of this type were popular in working class neighborhoods 
from the turn of the twentieth century through the 1920s.  As with the adjacent properties this property was most 
likely acquired in 1953 from the New Jersey Turnpike Authority and has been owned by Charlotte Gambino for 
many years. 
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BASE FORM       Historic Sites #: 

Survey Name: Goethals Bridge Replacement Date:
December 28, 
2007

Surveyor: Deborah Van Steen, Preparer 
Organization: The Louis Berger Group, Inc. 

Property Name: 525 South Fifth Street 
Street Address: Street #: 525        Apartment #:               

(Low) (High) (Low) (High)

Prefix: S Street Name: Fifth Suffix:       Type: ST 

County(s): Union Zip Code: 07206 
Municipality(s): Elizabeth City Block(s): 5

Local Place Name(s): Elizabeth Lot(s): 1258
Ownership: Private USGS Quad(s): Elizabeth, NJ 

Description:

See Building Attachment 

National Historic 
Landmark: SHPO Opinion:       

Registration and 
Status Dates: 

National Register:       Local Designation:       

New Jersey Register:       Other Designation:       

Determination of Eligibility:       Other Designation Date:       

Photograph:  525 South Fifth Street, View Northwest 



New Jersey Department of Environmental Protection 
Historic Preservation Office          Page 2  

BASE FORM       Historic Sites #: 

Survey Name: Goethals Bridge Replacement Date:
December 28, 
2007

Surveyor: Deborah Van Steen, Preparer 
Organization: The Louis Berger Group, Inc. 

Location Map: Site Map: 

Bibliography/Sources:   
City of Elizabeth Tax Assessors Office. 
Map of Fortuna Park property of Fairchild-Baldwin Company. 1909. 
Sanborn Fire Insurance Maps. City of Elizabeth, New Jersey 1950 and1951. 
Union County Deeds.  On file at the Union County Court House, Property Records. 
Additional Information:  N/A

More Research Needed? Yes No

INTENSIVE LEVEL USE ONLY 
Attachments Included: Building Structure Object Bridge

Landscape Industry
Within Historic District? Yes No

Status:  Key-Contributing Contributing Non-Contributing
Associated Archaeological Site/Deposit? Yes
(Known or potential Sites – if yes, please describe briefly) 
      

USGS Elizabeth, NJ Quadrangle

525 South Fifth Street
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BUILDING ATTACHMENT     Historic Sites #: 

Survey Name: Goethals Bridge Replacement Date:
December 28, 
2007

Surveyor: Deborah Van Steen, Preparer 
Organization: The Louis Berger Group, Inc. 

Common Name: House, 525 South Fifth Street 
Historic Name: Unknown 

Present Use: Residential, Permanent  
Historic Use: Residential, Permanent  

Construction Date: c. 1915 Source: 
City of Elizabeth Tax Assessor, Sanborn Maps, Stylistic 
evidence 

Alteration Date(s): N/A Source: N/A
Designer: Unknown Physical Condition: Good

Builder: Unknown Remaining Historic Fabric: Medium
Style: Colonial Revival 
Form: Gable front Stories: 2.5
Type: Other Bays: 2

Roof Finish Materials: Asphalt shingle 
Exterior Finish Materials Wood, shingles 

Exterior Description:  The house at 525 South Fifth Street is a wood-frame, rectangular plan dwelling, two and 
one-half stories in height, with a gable front roof.  Clad with wood shingles, the house is five bays deep and is 
adorned with a hipped-roof aluminum-clad dormer atop its northeast elevation.  The dormer contains a pair of 
one-over-one wood double-hung windows.  The first and second story front elevation contains banks of single-
light casement windows with shutters.  The primary entrance has an off-center single-leaf door, sheltered by a 
metal awning and accessed by stairs with an iron railing.   The side elevations are pierced with paired and single 
one-over-one wood sash as well as casement windows.  The front gable is covered with vertical-board siding and 
the wide eaves feature a boxed cornice with partial returns.  The house has one interior stuccoed chimney. 

Interior Description:  N/A

Setting:   
The property at 525 South Fifth Street is located on the north side of the street, facing southeast toward Mattano 
Park.  The house is sited on a level lot, set near the road and is fronted with several foundation plantings.  A wood 
fence lines the perimeter of the property. A small one-story gable-roofed non-historic shed stands on the rear 
portion of the lot behind the house. 
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ELIGIBILITY WORKSHEET     Historic Sites #: 

Survey Name: Goethals Bridge Replacement Date:
December 28, 
2007

Surveyor: Deborah Van Steen, Preparer 
Organization: The Louis Berger Group, Inc. 

History:  Documentary evidence suggests that the house at 525 South Fifth Street was constructed circa 1915.  
The property was plotted in to lots on the map of Building Lots belonging to Maria S. Coote, the Map of LaFortuna 
Park (Fairchild-Baldwin Company), and the Revised Map of La Fortuna Park (Frederick L. Tiplin).  The revised 
map is referenced in the deeds; however, this map is not on file at the county property records room. The area 
was initially plotted for subdivision in 1908 by Maria Coote.  In 1909, these building lots were acquired by the 
Fairchild-Baldwin Company and renamed La Fortuna Park; however the land remained undeveloped.  In 1918, 
the La Fortuna Park subdivision was acquired by Frederick L. Tiplin and the layout was revised.  Land-use 
planning beginning in the early 1920s developed by the Olmsted Brothers Landscape Architecture Firm facilitated 
development near the Elizabeth River.  One of the parks that the Olmsted firm designed in Union County was 
Elizabeth Park (1926-1958).  Later renamed Mattano Park, it became part of a greenway system associated with 
the Elizabeth River Park.  [See continuation Sheet]

Significance:  The property at 525 South Fifth Street in Elizabeth contains a typical two-story gable-front Colonial 
Revival-style dwelling, constructed circa 1915.  During the first half of the twentieth century, the Colonial Revival 
style became the most popular style choice across the United States among middle- and upper-class Americans 
for their houses, as well as other types such as ecclesiastical and institutional.  Features such as a gable roof, 
molded cornice with returns, and two stories are typical characteristics of Colonial Revival-style houses of this 
period, as seen with this house.  Several other similar dwellings are located in the immediate area, such as 
neighboring houses at 517 and 521 South Fifth Street.  The house has no known historic significance.

Eligibility for New Jersey 
and National Registers:  Yes  No 

National 
Register Criteria:  A  B  C  D 

Level of Significance  Local  State  National  

Justification of Eligibility/Ineligibility:  The building at 525 South Fifth Street in Elizabeth does not appear to 
meet National Register eligibility criteria.  The property is not related to significant historic trends, events, or 
persons (Criteria A and B).  Built circa 1915, the building at 525 South Fifth Street has been significantly altered 
through replacement of exterior cladding and installation of replacement windows, thus greatly detracting from its 
architectural integrity.  Evidence also suggests that this house and those adjacent were moved from their original 
location.  The house does not represent the work of a master, or possess high artistic values (Criterion C).  The 
property at 525 South Fifth Street is unlikely to provide information important to our understanding of history 
(Criterion D).  
For Historic Districts Only: 
Property Count: Key Contributing:       Contributing:       Non Contributing:       

For Individual Properties Only: 
     List the completed attachments related to the property’s significance: 

      

Narrative Boundary Description:
The property at 525 South Fifth Street is bounded by the exterior lot lines of Block 5, Lot 1258, in Elizabeth.  It is 
on the north side of South Fifth Street; Mattano Park is to the south. 
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CONTINUATION SHEET    Historic Sites #: 

Survey Name: Goethals Bridge Replacement Date:
December 28, 
2007

Surveyor: Deborah Van Steen, Preparer 
Organization: The Louis Berger Group, Inc. 

525 South Fifth Street, View North 

ELIGIBILITY WORKSHEET, History, continued 

Stylistically, several of the buildings along this block are consistent with architecture popular at the turn of the 
twentieth century and early 1900s; however the 1950 Sanborn map depicts only three buildings fronting on South 
Fifth Street.  This area was acquired by the New Jersey Turnpike, held for a short period, and conveyed to 
individual owners in the 1950s, suggesting that the presence of architecture predating 1950 were moved from the 
path of the turnpike.  The dwelling at 525 South Front Street is first depicted at this location on the 1951 Sanborn 
Map as are several of the adjacent houses.  Houses of this type were popular in working class neighborhoods 
from the turn of the twentieth century through the 1920s.  As with the adjacent properties, this property was most 
like acquired in 1953 from the New Jersey Turnpike Authority.  The house has been owned by Marilyn Krok for 
many years. 
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BASE FORM       Historic Sites #: 

Survey Name: Goethals Bridge Replacement Date:
December 28, 
2007

Surveyor: Deborah Van Steen, Preparer 
Organization: The Louis Berger Group, Inc. 

Property Name: 539 South Fifth Street 
Street Address: Street #: 539        Apartment #:               

(Low) (High) (Low) (High)

Prefix: S Street Name: Fifth Suffix:       Type: ST 

County(s): Union Zip Code: 07206 
Municipality(s): Elizabeth City Block(s): 5

Local Place Name(s): Elizabeth Lot(s): 1261
Ownership: Private USGS Quad(s): Elizabeth, NJ 

Description:  

See building attachment

National Historic 
Landmark: SHPO Opinion:       

Registration and 
Status Dates: 

National Register:       Local Designation:       

New Jersey Register:       Other Designation:       

Determination of Eligibility:       Other Designation Date:       

Photograph:  539 South Fifth Street, View North 



New Jersey Department of Environmental Protection 
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BASE FORM       Historic Sites #: 

Survey Name: Goethals Bridge Replacement Date:
December 28, 
2007

Surveyor: Deborah Van Steen, Preparer 
Organization: The Louis Berger Group, Inc. 

Location Map: Site Map: 

Bibliography/Sources:   
City of Elizabeth Tax Assessors Office. 
Map of Fortuna Park property of Fairchild-Baldwin Company. 1909. 
Sanborn Fire Insurance Maps. City of Elizabeth, New Jersey 1950 and1951. 
Union County Deeds.  On file at the Union County Court House, Property Records.
Additional Information:  N/A

More Research Needed? Yes No

INTENSIVE LEVEL USE ONLY 
Attachments Included: Building Structure Object Bridge

Landscape Industry
Within Historic District? Yes No

Status:  Key-Contributing Contributing Non-Contributing
Associated Archaeological Site/Deposit? Yes
(Known or potential Sites – if yes, please describe briefly) 
      

USGS Elizabeth, NJ Quadrangle

539 South Fifth Street
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BUILDING ATTACHMENT     Historic Sites #: 

Survey Name: Goethals Bridge Replacement Date:
December 28, 
2007

Surveyor: Deborah Van Steen, Preparer 
Organization: The Louis Berger Group, Inc. 

Common Name: 539 South Fifth Street 
Historic Name: Unknown 

Present Use: Other
Historic Use: Other, mixed use commercial with residential above  

Construction Date: 1958 Source: 
City of Elizabeth Tax Assessor, Stylistic evidence, 
Sanborn Maps 

Alteration Date(s): N/A Source: N/A
Designer: Unknown Physical Condition: Good

Builder: Philip Altobelli Remaining Historic Fabric: Medium
Style: None 
Form: Other Stories: 2
Type: Other Bays: 3

Roof Finish Materials: Unknown 
Exterior Finish Materials Brick, Running bond 

Exterior Description:  The building at 539 South Fifth Street is a shop and apartment building, two stories in 
height and three bays wide, and capped with a shed roof.  The first story is used as an auto shop and the second 
story contains residential apartments.  This rectangular plan building has stucco-covered concrete block 
construction at the first story and aluminum-clad wood-frame construction on the second story.  The main 
elevation, facing South Fifth Street, is covered with a brick veneer.  The front façade first story contains a roll-up 
garage door, a fixed one-light store window, and an off-center single-leaf door with a rectangular transom.  The 
second story has a one one-over-one double-hung window and a tripartite windows with one-over-one double-
hung sash flanking a single-light fixed picture window.  Other windows through the building are two-over-two 
horizontal wood-sash units.  The southwest elevation has a two-story shed-roof addition enclosing what was 
originally an exterior stair to the second-floor apartment.  This addition is covered with aluminum siding and the 
entry into the stairway is sheltered with a flat-roof portico supported with a metal post and balustrade.

Interior Description:  N/A

Setting:  The property at 539 south Front Street is located on the north side of the street, adjacent to Mattano 
Park.  The building is sited on a level grassy lot near the road and to the west is the Elizabeth River.
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ELIGIBILITY WORKSHEET     Historic Sites #: 

Survey Name: Goethals Bridge Replacement Date:
December 28, 
2007

Surveyor: Deborah Van Steen, Preparer 
Organization: The Louis Berger Group, Inc. 

History:  Documentary evidence suggests that the building at 539 South Fifth Street was constructed in 1958.  
The property was plotted in to lots on the map of Building Lots belonging to Maria S. Coote, the Map of LaFortuna 
Park (Fairchild-Baldwin Company), and the Revised Map of La Fortuna Park (Frederick L. Tiplin).  The revised 
map is referenced in the deeds; however, this map is not on file at the county property records room. The area 
was initially plotted for subdivision in 1908 by Maria Coote.  In 1909, these building lots were acquired by the 
Fairchild-Baldwin Company and renamed La Fortuna Park; however the land remained undeveloped.  In 1918, 
the La Fortuna Park subdivision was acquired by Frederick L. Tiplin and the layout was revised.  Land-use 
planning beginning in the early 1920s developed by the Olmsted Brothers Landscape Architecture Firm facilitated 
development near the Elizabeth River.  One of the parks that the Olmsted firm designed in Union County was 
Elizabeth Park (1926-1958).  Later renamed Mattano Park, it became part of a greenway system associated with 
the Elizabeth River Park.  [See continuation Sheet]

Significance:  The property at 539 South Fifth Street in Elizabeth contains a typical vernacular mixed-use 
building, constructed in 1958.  This modest building functions as a dwelling and a store/auto repair shop.  The 
building has no known historic significance.

Eligibility for New Jersey 
and National Registers:  Yes  No 

National 
Register Criteria:  A  B  C  D 

Level of Significance  Local  State  National  

Justification of Eligibility/Ineligibility:  The building at 539 South Fifth Street in Elizabeth does not appear to 
meet National Register eligibility criteria.  The property is not related to significant historic trends, events, or 
persons (Criteria A and B).  The vernacular building at 539 South Fifth Street, built in 1958, does not represent 
any distinctive characteristics of the period, nor does it represent the work of a master, or possess high artistic 
values (Criterion C).  The property at 539 South Fifth Street is unlikely to provide information important to our 
understanding of history (Criterion D).  

For Historic Districts Only: 
Property Count: Key Contributing:       Contributing:       Non Contributing:       

For Individual Properties Only: 
     List the completed attachments related to the property’s significance: 

      

Narrative Boundary Description:  The property is located at 539 South Fifth Street in Elizabeth, Union County. 
It is associated with block 5 lot 1261.  It is located on the north side of South Fifth Street and Mattano Park is to 
the south of the property. 
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CONTINUATION SHEET    Historic Sites #: 

Survey Name: Goethals Bridge Replacement Date:
December 28, 
2007

Surveyor: Deborah Van Steen, Preparer 
Organization: The Louis Berger Group, Inc. 

539 South Fifth Street, View North 

ELIGIBILITY WORKSHEET, History, continued 

Frederick Tiplin sold the property at 539 South Fifth Street in 1926; however, the property remained undeveloped.  
In 1955, the City of Elizabeth sold the property to Raymond Murray for $100.  In 1958, the property was sold to 
Philip Altobelli and his wife, Jennie.  The date of construction provided by the Elizabeth Tax Assessors Office, 
suggests that the Altobelli’s constructed the building shortly after acquiring the property.  They sold it the following 
year to Margaret and Leopold Piazza.  In 1987 Jorge De Almeida and Natercia, his wife purchased the property.  
The property is owned by 539 South Fifth Association and houses a shop with apartments above. 
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BASE FORM       Historic Sites #: 

Survey Name: Goethals Bridge Replacement Date:
December 28, 
2007

Surveyor: Deborah Van Steen, Preparer 
Organization: The Louis Berger Group, Inc. 

Property Name: Bayway Switching Station 
Street Address: Street #: 530  614 Apartment #:               

(Low) (High) (Low) (High)

Prefix:       Street Name: Trenton Suffix:       Type: AVE

County(s): Union Zip Code: 07202 
Municipality(s): Elizabeth City Block(s): 4

Local Place Name(s): Elizabeth Lot(s): 1582
Ownership:: Private USGS Quad(s) Elizabeth, NJ 

Description:
See industrial attachment. 

National Historic 
Landmark: SHPO Opinion:       

Registration and 
Status Dates: 

National Register:       Local Designation:       

New Jersey Register:       Other Designation:       

Determination of Eligibility:       Other Designation Date:       

Photograph:  Bayway Switching Station, View East 
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BASE FORM       Historic Sites #: 

Survey Name: Goethals Bridge Replacement Date:
December 28, 
2007

Surveyor: Deborah Van Steen, Preparer 
Organization: The Louis Berger Group, Inc. 

Location Map: Site Map: 

Bibliography/Sources:   
About PSEG, Our Company History. Accessed online October 24, 2007 at 

<http://www.pseg.com/about/company_history.jsp>. 
Sanborn Fire Insurance Maps. City of Elizabeth, New Jersey 1950 and1951. 

Additional Information:  N/A

More Research Needed? Yes No

INTENSIVE LEVEL USE ONLY 
Attachments Included: Building Structure Object Bridge

Landscape Industry
Within Historic District? Yes No

Status:  Key-Contributing Contributing Non-Contributing
Associated Archaeological Site/Deposit? Yes
(Known or potential Sites – if yes, please describe briefly) 
      

USGS Elizabeth, NJ Quadrangle

Bayway Switching 
Station

TURNPIKE

Sanborn Map, Elizabeth, NJ, 1951
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INDUSTRIAL BUILDING ATTACHMENT Historic Sites #: 

Survey Name: Goethals Bridge Replacement Date:
December 28, 
2007

Surveyor: Deborah Van Steen, Preparer 
Organization: The Louis Berger Group, Inc. 

Common Name: Bayway Switching Station 
Historic Name: Public Service Electric and Gas Company 

Present Use: Institutional, Public Utility Services  
Historic Industry: Electrical and Gas Utilities Building ID: N/A

Construction Date: 1942 Source: Sanborn Maps 
Alteration Date(s): N/A Source: N/A

Designer: Unknown Physical Condition: Good
Builder: Public Service Electric & Gas Company Remaining Historic Fabric: High

Style: Other
 Length: ~100 feet Stories: 4
 Width: ~140 feet Bays: 5

Exterior Finish Materials Brick, American bond 
Foundation Materials: Concrete 

Structural System: 
Fireproof Construction, Steel 
Frame & Precast Concrete Roof System: Unknown 

Roof Finish Materials: Unknown 
Equipment/Machinery: Unknown 
Transportation Links: N/A

Exterior Description:  The Bayway Switching Station at 530-614 Trenton Avenue is an irregular plan, brick faced 
building comprising four sections terminating in a flat roof.  A four-story square block comprises the central portion 
of the building.  A two-story rectangular wing is appended to main block’s southern side.  A smaller one-story wing 
ell adjoins the southeast elevation of the two-story wing. The northern side of the main block features a smaller 
one-story rectangular wing.  The northern side of the main block features a smaller one-story rectangular wing.  
The building features light brown (buff color) brick walls laid in five-course American bond with darker brown brick 
corbelled quoins on the four- and two-story sections of the building.  A red brick water table crowned by a cast 
stone belt course encircles the building.  The four-story block has slightly off-center double roll-up metal doors 
that span both the first and second stories.  This large bay is detailed with a corbeled surround and a cast stone 
lintel with circular corner blocks.  Above the door at the third story is a circular cast stone cartouche with “Public 
Service” in relief.  This section is also detailed with wide corner window openings with cast stone sills on the third 
and fourth stories. [See Continuation Sheet]

Interior Description:  N/A

Setting:  The Bayway Switching Station is located on the southeast side of Trenton Avenue on a large level lot 
west of I-95 (the New Jersey Turnpike) and southwest of the Elizabeth River.  The property is a large power 
station and is paved with asphalt.  The yard consists of electric towers, transformers, and towers.  The perimeter 
of the property is surrounded by a high chain-link fence.
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ELIGIBILITY WORKSHEET     Historic Sites #: 

Survey Name: Goethals Bridge Replacement Date: 
December 28, 
2007

Surveyor: Deborah Van Steen, Preparer 
Organization: The Louis Berger Group, Inc. 

History:  Documentary evidence suggests that the Bayway Switching Station was constructed in 1942 by Public 
Service Electric & Gas Company (PSE&G).  In 1903, more than 400 gas, electric, transportation companies were 
joined to form the Public Service Corporation.  Mergers of smaller companies continued through the 1920s, 
creating a large corporation with subsidiaries throughout the Eastern, Central, and Southern United States.  The 
transportation unit was separated from the public utilities sector.  As a result of federal and state actions to limit 
the size of utilties in 1943, Public Service became a “stand-alone company.”  In 1948, the company was renamed 
the Public Service Electric and Gas Company.  At this time, the City of Elizabeth and local financial institutions 
continued to encourage growth that would be beneficial to the area’s industrial base.  In 1942, the Bayway 
Switching Station was built by PSE&G and is first depicted on the 1950 Sanborn map of Elizabeth.

Significance:  The Bayway Switching Station in Elizabeth is typical of mid-twentieth-century utility buildings.   

Eligibility for New Jersey 
and National Registers:  Yes  No 

National 
Register Criteria:  A  B  C  D 

Level of Significance  Local  State  National  

Justification of Eligibility/Ineligibility:  The Bayway Switching Station at 530 Trenton Avenue in Elizabeth does 
not appear to meet National Register eligibility criteria.  The property is not related to significant historic trends, 
events, or persons (Criteria A and B).  Built in 1942, the Bayway Switching Station, is a representative example of 
industrial-public utility buildings of the period.  As such, this facility is not of exceptional design to or possess high 
artistic merit (Criterion C).  The Bayway Switching Station is unlikely to provide information important to our 
understanding of history (Criterion D).  

For Historic Districts Only: 
Property Count: Key Contributing:       Contributing:       Non Contributing:       

For Individual Properties Only: 
     List the completed attachments related to the property’s significance: 

Industrial Attachment 

Narrative Boundary Description:  The boundaries of the Bayway Switching Station property at 530-614 Trenton 
Avenue are limited to the exterior lot lines of Block 4, Lot 1582, in Elizabeth.   
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CONTINUATION SHEET    Historic Sites #: 

Survey Name: Goethals Bridge Replacement Date: 
December 28, 
2007

Surveyor: Deborah Van Steen, Preparer 
Organization: The Louis Berger Group, Inc. 

Bayway Switching Station, View South 

Bayway Switching Station, View Southeast 
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CONTINUATION SHEET    Historic Sites #: 

Survey Name: Goethals Bridge Replacement Date: 
December 28, 
2007

Surveyor: Deborah Van Steen, Preparer 
Organization: The Louis Berger Group, Inc. 

Aerial View, Bayway Switching Station.  Source, Live Search. 

INDUSTRIAL BUILDING ATTACHMENT, Exterior Description, continued  

The openings are now covered with corrugated fiberglass panels.  The two-story block features a centered single-
leaf door illuminated with sidelights sheltered with a small metal hood.  The doorway is flanked with one-over-one 
aluminum windows.  The second story is detailed with paired one-over-one aluminum windows with a brick 
corbeled spandrel, a corbeled surround, and a cast stone lintel with round corner blocks.  At the roof line is a sign 
that reads “P.S.E.G.,” which stands for Public Service Electric and Gas Company.  The southwest elevation is 
pierced with six bays with both individual one-over-one window units and one-over-one units grouped into four.  A 
corbelled pier divides the elevation into bays on the west and two bays on its east side.  Each of these bays is 
supported with cast stone sills.  The one-story southeast wing displays paired metal slab pedestrian doors on its 
western elevation.  The one-story northern block features four bays on its main facade.  Each bay holds triple 
one-over-one aluminum windows.  Between each bay near the roof line are inset cast stone panels.  Each block 
features a cast stone cornice and a cast stone belt course. 
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BASE FORM       Historic Sites #: 

Survey Name: Goethals Bridge Replacement Date:
December 28, 
2007

Surveyor: Stuart Dixon, Surveyor; Kristie Baynard, Preparer 
Organization: The Louis Berger Group, Inc. 

Property Name: City of Elizabeth Pumping Station 
Street Address: Street #: 500  526 Apartment #:               

(Low) (High) (Low) (High)

Prefix:       Street Name: Trenton Suffix:       Type: AVE

County(s): Union Zip Code: 07202 
Municipality(s): Elizabeth City Block(s): 4

Local Place Name(s): Elizabeth Lot(s): 1582.A
Ownership:: Public USGS Quad(s) Elizabeth, NJ 

Description:

See attachments 

National Historic 
Landmark: SHPO Opinion:       

Registration and 
Status Dates: 

National Register:       Local Designation:       

New Jersey Register:       Other Designation:       

Determination of Eligibility:       Other Designation Date:       

Photograph:  City of Elizabeth Pumping Station, View Southeast 
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BASE FORM       Historic Sites #: 

Survey Name: Goethals Bridge Replacement Date:
December 28, 
2007

Surveyor: Stuart Dixon, Surveyor; Kristie Baynard, Preparer 
Organization: The Louis Berger Group, Inc. 

Location Map: Site Map: 

Bibliography/Sources:  
City of Elizabeth Tax Assessors Office. 
Sanborn Fire Insurance Maps. City of Elizabeth, New Jersey 1950 and1951. 

Additional Information:  N/A

More Research Needed? Yes No

INTENSIVE LEVEL USE ONLY 
Attachments Included: Building Structure Object Bridge

Landscape Industry
Within Historic District? Yes No

Status:  Key-Contributing Contributing Non-Contributing
Associated Archaeological Site/Deposit? Yes
(Known or potential Sites – if yes, please describe briefly) 
      

USGS Elizabeth, NJ Quadrangle

City of Elizabeth 
Pumping Station
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INDUSTRIAL BUILDING ATTACHMENT Historic Sites #: 

Survey Name: Goethals Bridge Replacement Date:
December 28, 
2007

Surveyor: Stuart Dixon, Surveyor; Kristie Baynard, Preparer 
Organization: The Louis Berger Group, Inc. 

Common Name: City of Elizabeth Pumping Station 
Historic Name: City of Elizabeth Pumping Station 

Present Use: Institutional, Public Utility  
Historic Industry: Institutional, Public Utility Building ID: N/A

Construction Date: 1950 Source: City of Elizabeth 
Alteration Date(s): N/A Source: N/A

Designer: Unknown Physical Condition: Fair
Builder: Unknown Remaining Historic Fabric: High

Style: Art Deco, vernacular 
 Length: Approx. 140 feet Stories: 1
 Width: Approx. 80 feet Bays: 5

Exterior Finish Materials Brick, American bond 
Foundation Materials: Other

Structural System: Unknown Roof System: Unknown 
Roof Finish Materials: Unknown 
Equipment/Machinery: Unknown 
Transportation Links: N/A

Exterior Description:  The City of Elizabeth Pumping Station at 500-526 Trenton Avenue is a one-story T-
shaped vernacular Art Deco style building with a one-story angled wing on the north corner.  Set on a poured 
concrete foundation, the pumping station is constructed in five-course American bond, terminates in a flat roof, 
and has a five-bay-wide façade.  The center entry bay is covered with concrete panels and features a recessed 
doorway.  The entry contains double-leaf glass and metal doors with a rectangular one-light transom above.  
Flanking the entry are two four-light windows with two pivoting units.  The southwest elevation is seven bays 
across with similar windows and one bay with double-leaf flush metal doors.  Other details of the pumping station 
include poured-concrete sills, cast concrete coping, and a large concrete stoop.  The attached wing addition 
currently contains the Elizabeth Animal Shelter.  One story tall and five bays wide, it is clad with square tile blocks 
and has a flat roof.  The façade has three single-leaf flush metal doors and one metal roll-up garage door.  The 
main entry features a small rectangular one-light transom and one bay contains a group of four awning windows.

Interior Description:  N/A

Setting: 
The Elizabeth Pumping Station is sited on a level lot at the south corner of Cole Place and Trenton Avenue with 
the Elizabeth River immediately to the east.  A chain-link fence with barbed wire lines a portion of the property’s 
perimeter.   
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ELIGIBILITY WORKSHEET     Historic Sites #: 

Survey Name: Goethals Bridge Replacement Date: 
December 28, 
2007

Surveyor: Stuart Dixon, Surveyor; Kristie Baynard, Preparer 
Organization: The Louis Berger Group, Inc. 

History:  According to the City of Elizabeth Tax Assessors Office, the City of Elizabeth Pumping Station was 
constructed in 1950.  However, it should be noted that the 1950 and 1951 Sanborn maps do not depict the 
building or indicate plans for a building at the Trenton Avenue Location.  During this period, a number of public 
utilities were expanded throughout the city.  The design of the building is consistent with public utility buildings of 
the period.  The property is owned by the City of Elizabeth.  A section of the building is the Elizabeth Animal 
Shelter.

Significance:  The Elizabeth Pumping Station is a typical 1950 government utility building built during the mid-
twentieth century.  The building reflects Art Deco style industrial influence with its defined entryway; however, it is 
not an excellent representation of the style. 

Eligibility for New Jersey 
and National Registers:  Yes  No 

National 
Register Criteria:  A  B  C  D 

Level of Significance  Local  State  National  

Justification of Eligibility/Ineligibility:  The City of Elizabeth Pumping Station at 500 Trenton Avenue in 
Elizabeth does not appear to meet National Register eligibility criteria.  The property is not related to significant 
historic trends, events, or persons (Criteria A and B).  Built circa 1950, the building at 500 Trenton Avenue does 
not represent any distinctive characteristics of the period, nor does it represent the work of a master, or possess 
high artistic values (Criterion C).  The Pumping Station is unlikely to provide information important to our 
understanding of history (Criterion D). 

For Historic Districts Only: 
Property Count: Key Contributing:       Contributing:       Non Contributing:       

For Individual Properties Only: 
     List the completed attachments related to the property’s significance: 

Industrial Attachment 

Narrative Boundary Description:  The boundary of the City of Elizabeth Pumping Station at 500 Trenton 
Avenue is limited to the exterior lot lines of Block 4, Lot 1582A.  It is bounded by Trenton Avenue at the northwest 
and the Elizabeth River at the east. 



New Jersey Department of Environmental Protection 
Historic Preservation Office          Page 5  

CONTINUATION SHEET    Historic Sites #: 

Survey Name: Goethals Bridge Replacement Date: 
December 28, 
2007

Surveyor: Stuart Dixon, Surveyor; Kristie Baynard, Preparer 
Organization: The Louis Berger Group, Inc. 

City of Elizabeth Pumping Station, View Southeast 

City of Elizabeth Pumping Station, View Northwest 
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CONTINUATION SHEET    Historic Sites #: 

Survey Name: Goethals Bridge Replacement Date: 
December 28, 
2007

Surveyor: Stuart Dixon, Surveyor; Kristie Baynard, Preparer 
Organization: The Louis Berger Group, Inc. 

Elizabeth Animal Shelter at the City of Elizabeth Pumping Station Property, View South East 
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BASE FORM       Historic Sites #: 

Survey Name: Goethals Bridge Replacement Date:
December 28, 
2007

Surveyor: Deborah Van Steen, Preparer 
Organization: The Louis Berger Group, Inc. 

Property Name: 630 Clarkson Avenue 
Street Address: Street #: 630        Apartment #:               

(Low) (High) (Low) (High)

Prefix:       Street Name: Clarkson Suffix:       Type: AVE

County(s): Union Zip Code: 07202 
Municipality(s): Elizabeth City Block(s): 4

Local Place Name(s): Elizabeth Lot(s): 378.A
Ownership: Private USGS Quad(s): Elizabeth, NJ 

Description:

See building attachment 

National Historic 
Landmark: SHPO Opinion:       

Registration and 
Status Dates: 

National Register:       Local Designation:       

New Jersey Register:       Other Designation:       

Determination of Eligibility:       Other Designation Date:       

Photograph:  630 Clarkson Avenue, View Northeast 
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BASE FORM       Historic Sites #: 

Survey Name: Goethals Bridge Replacement Date:
December 28, 
2007

Surveyor: Deborah Van Steen, Preparer 
Organization: The Louis Berger Group, Inc. 

Location Map: Site Map: 

Bibliography/Sources:   
Sanborn Fire Insurance Maps. City of Elizabeth, New Jersey. 1950 and 1951. 
Standard Oil Company. Housing Development Elizabeth, N.J. J.L. Bauer, Surveyor. February 1922. 
Union County Deeds.  On file at the Union County Court House, Property Records. 

Additional Information:  N/A

More Research Needed? Yes No

INTENSIVE LEVEL USE ONLY 
Attachments Included: Building Structure Object Bridge

Landscape Industry
Within Historic District? Yes No

Status:  Key-Contributing Contributing Non-Contributing
Associated Archaeological Site/Deposit? Yes
(Known or potential Sites – if yes, please describe briefly) 
      

USGS Elizabeth, NJ Quadrangle

630 Clarkson Avenue
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BUILDING ATTACHMENT     Historic Sites #: 

Survey Name: Goethals Bridge Replacement Date:
December 28, 
2007

Surveyor: Deborah Van Steen, Preparer 
Organization: The Louis Berger Group, Inc. 

Common Name: 630 Clarkson Avenue 
Historic Name: Unknown 

Present Use: Other- Commercial with Residential   
Historic Use: Other- Commercial with Residential  

Construction Date: c. 1939 Source: Deed Research, Sanborn Maps, Stylistic evidence 
Alteration Date(s): N/A Source: N/A

Designer: Unknown Physical Condition: Good
Builder: John and Anna Przystas Remaining Historic Fabric: Medium

Style: None 
Form: Other Stories: 2
Type: Other Bays: 10

Roof Finish Materials: Asphalt shingle 
Exterior Finish Materials Brick, stretcher bond 

Exterior Description:  The building at 630 Clarkson Avenue is a commercial and residential building, two stories 
in height, with a hipped roof.  The building is covered in stretcher-bond brick and features a rectangular-shaped 
footprint with a corner entry.  Set on a stuccoed foundation, this mixed-use building has a restaurant on the first 
floor and apartments on the second floor.  The corner entry accesses the restaurant and contains a metal and 
glass door flanked with glass store windows.  The south facing facade originally had a one-story brick wing, which 
has been expanded by a second-story wood-frame addition.  The addition has one-over-one vinyl windows on the 
south elevation and tripartite windows of one-over-one units flanking a one-light fixed window on the east 
elevation. The façade is 10 bays across and contains paired metal and glass doors sheltered by a vinyl awning 
and illuminated with a large fixed transom. The building contains one-over-one replacement vinyl-sash windows 
with brick soldier lintels and rowlock sills.  The east elevation shows the ghost of a small one-bay-wide gable 
wing.  Rising above the hipped asphalt-shingle roof is one exterior brick chimney located on the rear elevation.

Interior Description:  N/A

Setting:  The mixed-use building at 630 Clarkson Avenue is located at the north corner of Arnett Street, Clifton 
Street, and Clarkson Avenue.  It is on a level lot with a partial grassy yard, mature trees, foundation plantings, and 
an asphalt-paved parking lot at the east and north sides.



New Jersey Department of Environmental Protection 
Historic Preservation Office          Page 4  

ELIGIBILITY WORKSHEET     Historic Sites #: 

Survey Name: Goethals Bridge Replacement Date:
December 28, 
2007

Surveyor: Deborah Van Steen, Preparer 
Organization: The Louis Berger Group, Inc. 

History: Documentary evidence suggests that building at 630 Clarkson Avenue was constructed circa 1939 by 
John Przystas and his wife, Anna.  Przystas purchased Lots 66, 67, and 80 in Block 4 laid out on the map of the 
Standard Oil Company Housing Development.  The building is believed to have housed a store and a dwelling, 
which appears to be the Przystas home.  In 1944, Przystas added more property, Lots 65, 79 and part of Lot 80.  
Although several houses were constructed west of the Przystas property by 1922 and are depicted on the 
Standard Oil property map, acquisition and development of this property appears to coincide with construction of 
the Mravlag Manor Housing Project in 1939.  Mravlag Manor, which consists of 423 family apartments, is located 
across the street—on Clarkson Avenue, southwest of the Przystas property.  The apartments provided a large 
community to shop at the Przystas store.  [See Continuation Sheet] 

Significance:  The property at 630 Clarkson Avenue is a typical vernacular store and dwelling, constructed circa 
1939.  The building has no known historic significance.

Eligibility for New Jersey 
and National Registers:  Yes  No 

National 
Register Criteria:  A  B  C  D 

Level of Significance  Local  State  National  

Justification of Eligibility/Ineligibility:  The apartment building at 630 Clarkson Avenue in Elizabeth does not 
appear to meet National Register eligibility criteria.  The property is not related to significant historic trends, 
events, or persons (Criteria A and B).  Store and dwelling at 630 Clarkson Avenue, constructed circa 1939, does 
not represent any distinctive characteristics of the period, nor does it represent the work of a master, or possess 
high artistic values (Criterion C).  The architectural integrity of the building has been diminished with the second-
story addition on the east wing and the installation of replacement vinyl windows.  The multiple dwelling at 630 
Clarkson Avenue is unlikely to provide information important to our understanding of history (Criterion D).  

For Historic Districts Only: 
Property Count: Key Contributing:       Contributing:       Non Contributing:       

For Individual Properties Only: 
     List the completed attachments related to the property’s significance: 

      

Narrative Boundary Description:  The property at 630 Clarkson Avenue bounded by the exterior lot lines of 
Block 4, Lot 378A.  It is located at the north corner of Arnett Street, Clarkson Avenue, and Clifton Street.  It is 
bounded to the east by Arnett Street and to the west by Clarkson Avenue, and to the southeast is Clifton Street. 
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CONTINUATION SHEET    Historic Sites #: 

Survey Name: Goethals Bridge Replacement Date:
December 28, 
2007

Surveyor: Deborah Van Steen, Preparer 
Organization: The Louis Berger Group, Inc. 

630 Clarkson Avenue, View West 

ELIGIBILITY WORKSHEET, History, continued 

In 1958, Przystas sold the property to William and Bertha Gorda.  The property was conveyed to Nicholas and 
Adel Gorda in 1963.  In 1972, Adele Gorda, a widow, sold the property to the Clarkson Manor Bar and held the 
mortgage.  The property reverted back to Adele Gorda, who sold it next to Gonzalo and Nelly Carbonell.  The 
Carbonell tenure was unsuccessful and the property was sold by sheriff’s sale to, the Clarkson Manor Bar, Inc.  
The property was sold in quick succession and was acquired by the current owner, Isla Del Borinquen, Inc. in 
2003.  The building houses a restaurant and apartments. 
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BASE FORM       Historic Sites #: 

Survey Name: 
Goethals Bridge Replacement Date:

December 28, 
2007

Surveyor: Deborah Van Steen, Preparer 
Organization: The Louis Berger Group, Inc. 

Property Name: 627 Arnett Street 
Street Address: Street #: 627        Apartment #:               

(Low) (High) (Low) (High)

Prefix:       Street Name: Arnett Suffix:       Type: ST 

County(s): Union Zip Code: 07202 
Municipality(s): Elizabeth City Block(s): 4

Local Place Name(s): Elizabeth Lot(s): 58
Ownership: Private USGS Quad(s): Elizabeth, NJ 

Description:

See building attachment 

National Historic 
Landmark: SHPO Opinion:       

Registration and 
Status Dates: 

National Register:       Local Designation:       

New Jersey Register:       Other Designation:       

Determination of Eligibility:       Other Designation Date:       

Photograph:  627 Arnett Street, View Southwest 
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BASE FORM       Historic Sites #: 

Survey Name: 
Goethals Bridge Replacement Date:

December 28, 
2007

Surveyor: Deborah Van Steen, Preparer 
Organization: The Louis Berger Group, Inc. 

Location Map: Site Map: 

Bibliography/Sources:  
Sanborn Fire Insurance Maps. City of Elizabeth, New Jersey. 1950 and 1951. 
Standard Oil Company. Housing Development Elizabeth, N.J. J.L. Bauer, Surveyor. February 1922. 
Union County Deeds.  On file at the Union County Court House, Property Records. 

Additional Information:  N/A

More Research Needed? Yes No

INTENSIVE LEVEL USE ONLY 
Attachments Included: Building Structure Object Bridge

Landscape Industry
Within Historic District? Yes No

Status:  Key-Contributing Contributing Non-Contributing
Associated Archaeological Site/Deposit? Yes
(Known or potential Sites – if yes, please describe briefly) 
      

USGS Elizabeth, NJ Quadrangle

627 Arnett Street 
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BUILDING ATTACHMENT     Historic Sites #: 

Survey Name: 
Goethals Bridge Replacement Date:

December 28, 
2007

Surveyor: Deborah Van Steen, Preparer 
Organization: The Louis Berger Group, Inc. 

Common Name: Apartment Building, 627 Arnett Street 
Historic Name: Unknown 

Present Use: Residential, Permanent   
Historic Use: Residential, Permanent  

Construction Date: c. 1958 Source: Stylistic evidence 
Alteration Date(s): N/A Source: N/A

Designer: Unknown Physical Condition: Good
Builder: Stephen, Anna, William and Bertha Gorda Remaining Historic Fabric: Medium

Style: Other, Modern Traditional 
Form: Apartment Stories: 2
Type: Other Bays: 3

Roof Finish Materials: Asphalt shingle 
Exterior Finish Materials Brick, stretcher bond 

Exterior Description:  The building at 627 Arnett Street is a brick apartment building with a rectangular-shaped 
footprint and is covered with a stretcher-bond brick.  The six-apartment building terminates in a hipped asphalt-
shingle roof with wide eaves.  There is one brick interior chimney.  The building has a symmetrical façade, three 
stories in height and three bays wide, with a central single-leaf door.  The entry is illuminated by three-light 
sidelights.  Sheltering the entrance is a hipped-roof portico supported with metal posts.  Each of the three stories 
on the principal façade contains tripartite windows of one-over-one vinyl windows flanking one-light fixed picture 
window units.  Above the door is a one-over-one vinyl-sash window, most likely illuminating an interior stairway.  
The side elevations, which are four bays deep, have both paired one-over-one and individual one-over-one vinyl 
windows.  All windows are visually supported with brick rowlock sills.  

Interior Description:  N/A

Setting:   
The apartment building at 627 Arnett Street is sited on a level grassy lot in a predominately residential area.  It is 
set just back from the road and is fronted with foundation plantings.  A second apartment building of similar 
design and same construction date is on the adjacent property, fronting Clarkson Avenue.  South of the building is 
a building that contains a restaurant and apartments.  Mattano Park and the Elizabeth River are east of the 
property, on the opposite side of Arnett Street.
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ELIGIBILITY WORKSHEET     Historic Sites #: 

Survey Name: 
Goethals Bridge Replacement Date:

December 28, 
2007

Surveyor: Deborah Van Steen, Preparer 
Organization: The Louis Berger Group, Inc. 

History:  Documentary evidence suggests that the apartment building at 627 Arnett Street and the neighboring 
building on Clarkson Street were constructed by the Gordas, circa 1958.  John Przystas and his wife, Anna, first 
acquired the adjacent property at the intersection of Clarkson Avenue and Arnett Street in 1939 and built a store 
with an attached dwelling occupied by the Przystas family.  Five years later they added to the property by 
purchasing Lots 65 and 79 and part of Lot 78 in Block 4, depicted on the Standard Oil Company Housing 
Development map.  The Przystas sold the property in 1958, which was aquired by Steven Gorda and his wife, 
Anna, and William Gorda and his wife, Bertha.  They are believed to have constructed the apartment building at 
627 Arnett Street shortly thereafter.  The land adjacent to the Przystas store and home is vacant on the 1951 
Sanborn map.  In 1979, the Gordas sold the premises to Wieclaw (also known as Walter) Kulagowski.  In 1986, 
the property was purchased by Teresa Raczek. 

Significance:  The property at 627 Arnett Street is one of a pair of apartment buildings, constructed circa 1958.  
The building is a representative example of World War II era Modern Traditional style design, applied to 
apartment architecture.

Eligibility for New Jersey 
and National Registers:  Yes  No 

National 
Register Criteria:  A  B  C  D 

Level of Significance  Local  State  National  

Justification of Eligibility/Ineligibility: The multiple-family dwelling at 627 Arnett Street in Elizabeth does not 
appear to meet National Register eligibility criteria.  The property is not related to significant historic trends, 
events, or persons (Criteria A and B).  Built circa 1958, this apartment building does not represent any distinctive 
characteristics of the period, nor does it represent the work of a master, or possess high artistic values (Criterion 
C).  The multiple dwelling at 627 Arnett Street is unlikely to provide information important to our understanding of 
history (Criterion D).

For Historic Districts Only: 
Property Count: Key Contributing:       Contributing:       Non Contributing:       

For Individual Properties Only: 
     List the completed attachments related to the property’s significance: 

      

Narrative Boundary Description:  The property at 627 Arnett Street is bounded by the exterior lot lines of Block 
4, Lot 58 in Elizabeth.  It is located on the west side of Arnett Street.    
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CONTINUATION SHEET    Historic Sites #: 

Survey Name: 
Goethals Bridge Replacement Date:

December 28, 
2007

Surveyor: Deborah Van Steen, Preparer 
Organization: The Louis Berger Group, Inc. 

627 Arnett Street, View Northeast 
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BASE FORM       Historic Sites #: 

Survey Name: Goethals Bridge Replacement Date:
December 28, 
2007

Surveyor: Deborah Van Steen, Preparer 
Organization: The Louis Berger Group, Inc. 

Property Name: Irwin Double Houses 
Street Address: Street #:    Apartment #: A  B  

(Low) (High) (Low) (High)

Prefix:       Street Name: Suffix:       Type: ST 

County(s): Union Zip Code: 07202 
Municipality(s): Elizabeth City Block(s): 4

Local Place Name(s): Elizabeth Lot(s): 
See Continuation 
Sheet

Ownership: Private USGS Quad(s): Elizabeth, NJ 

Description:

See Historic District Form 

National Historic 
Landmark: SHPO Opinion:       

Registration and 
Status Dates: 

National Register:       Local Designation:       

New Jersey Register:       Other Designation:       

Determination of Eligibility:       Other Designation Date:       

Photograph:  619A and 619B Arnett Street, View North 
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BASE FORM       Historic Sites #: 

Survey Name: Goethals Bridge Replacement Date:
December 28, 
2007

Surveyor: Deborah Van Steen, Preparer 
Organization: The Louis Berger Group, Inc. 

Location Map: Site Map: 

Bibliography/Sources:   
Buys Standard Oil Lots. The New York Times. 5 Jan, 1929. 
Sanborn Fire Insurance Maps. City of Elizabeth, New Jersey. 1950 and 1951. 
Standard Oil Company. Housing Development Elizabeth, N.J. J.L. Bauer, Surveyor. February 1922. 
Union County Deeds.  On file at the Union County Court House, Property Records. 

Additional Information:  N/A

More Research Needed? Yes No

INTENSIVE LEVEL USE ONLY 
Attachments Included: Building Structure Object Bridge

Landscape Industry
Within Historic District? Yes No

Status:  Key-Contributing Contributing Non-Contributing
Associated Archaeological Site/Deposit? Yes
(Known or potential Sites – if yes, please describe briefly) 
      

USGS Elizabeth, NJ Quadrangle Adapted from Sanborn, City of Elizabeth, Sheet 40, 1950  

Irwin Double Houses 
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HISTORIC DISTRICT FORM     Historic Sites #: 

Survey Name: Goethals Bridge Replacement Date:
December 28, 
2007

Surveyor: Deborah Van Steen, Preparer 
Organization: The Louis Berger Group, Inc. 

District Name: Irwin Double Houses 
County(s): Union District Type: Residential 

Municipality(s): City of Elizabeth USGS Quad(s): Elizabeth, NJ 
Local Place Name(s): Elizabeth
Development Period 1947 To 1950 Source: Deeds, Sanborn Maps 

Physical Condition: Good
Remaining Historic Fabric: Medium

National Historic 
Landmark:       SHPO Opinion:       

Registration and 
Status Dates: 

National Register:       Local Designation:       

New Jersey Register:       Other Designation:       

Determination of Eligibility:       Other Designation Date:       

Description:  The Irwin Double Houses is a group of 44 double (duplex) houses, constructed circa 1947-
1950, over a three block area.  The district is bounded by Arnett Street on the southeast, Summer Street on 
the northeast, Green (Richmond Street) on the northwest, Britton Street on the southwest and a portion of 
Clarkson Avenue, south of Britton Street.  Of the 46 buildings constructed in the district, 44 are nearly 
identical double houses.  Each double house has a rectangular plan and is two stories in height with side-
facing gable roofs and centrally located entrances.  The buildings are four bays wide and two bays deep.  
Most of the houses are faced with brick on the primary façade and feature a soldier stringcourse and rowlock 
sills.  A number of the dwellings have contrasting buff brick at the end facades, while several homes have 
stucco, vinyl, or similar siding at the end facades.  Two adjacent single-leaf doors are sheltered by a central 
portico supported by porch posts.  Many of the porticos have gable roofs; however, shed and hipped roof 
examples are found.  Exterior chimneys are located at the gable walls and are either faced with brick or have 
been covered with siding.  The windows are one-over-one double-hung sash.  A driveway is at each end of 
the houses.   

Ten of the Irwin Double Houses are located within the Goethals Bridge study area.  Photographs of these 
properties: 605A and 605B, 607 A and 607B, 609A and 609B, 613A and 613B, 615A and 615B, 617A and 
617B, 619 A and 619B, 623A and 623B, 625A and 625B Arnett Street, and 584-586 Summer Street, have 
been included in this survey (see continuation sheets).

Setting:  The Irwin Double Houses are located in a predominantly residential area with multi-family and 
single-family housing, situated close to school and park facilities.  The double houses are sited on city lots 
with modest, level yards.  Thomas E. Edison Vocational School is located on the north side of Summer 
Street, opposite the houses.  Mattano Park and the Elizabeth River are also opposite the houses on the 
southeast side of Arnett Street.  The Mravlag Manor Housing Project, constructed 1939 is located in the next 
block off of Clarkson Avenue.
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ELIGIBILITY WORKSHEET     Historic Sites #: 

Survey Name: Goethals Bridge Replacement Date:
December 28, 
2007

Surveyor: Deborah Van Steen, Preparer 
Organization: The Louis Berger Group, Inc. 

History:  Documentary evidence suggests that the Irwin Double Houses were constructed circa 1947-1950.  Prior 
to World War II, however, this section of Bayway, which includes the blocks later occupied by the double houses, 
was slated for development.  As early as 1922, the Standard Oil Company, which had a large plant south of 
Bayway in the City of Linden, acquired the land for a housing development.  Fifty houses were built on the blocks 
south of Brighton Street.  The Standard Oil development established deed restrictions prohibiting the “erection of 
any industrial plant” in the development and excluding the “erection or maintenance of a gasoline station for the 
sale, of gasoline, oil or any of its by-products” on specified lots.   
[See Continuation Sheet] 

Significance:  The Irwin Double Houses are representative of the post World War II duplexes constructed for 
working class families.  The double house became a popular housing type by the turn of the twentieth century for 
industrial areas.  Considered as a “step up from the inadequate and tenement housing” occupied by workers and 
immigrant labor groups, the double house represented an economical alternative for workers housing.  After 
World War II, the double house reflected the architectural taste and construction methods of the period.  Many of 
the house plans that were widely circulated and approved by mortgage companies during the 1940s reflected a 
nostalgic but simplified Colonial Revival style influence. 

Eligibility for New Jersey 
and National Registers:  Yes  No 

National 
Register Criteria:  A  B  C  D 

Level of Significance  Local  State  National  

Justification of Eligibility/Ineligibility:  The Irwin Double Houses in Elizabeth do not meet National Register 
eligibility criteria.  The district is not related to significant historic trends, events, or persons (Criteria A and B).  
Built circa 1947-1950, these two-family dwellings do not represent distinctive characteristics of the period, nor do 
they represent the work of a master, or possess high artistic values (Criterion C).  The Irwin Double Houses are 
unlikely to provide information important to our understanding of history (Criterion D).

For Historic Districts Only: 
Property Count: Key Contributing:       Contributing:       Non Contributing:       

For Individual Properties Only: 
     List the completed attachments related to the property’s significance: 

      

Narrative Boundary Description:  The district is bounded by Arnett Street on the southeast, Summer Street on 
the northeast, Green (Richmond Street) on the northwest, Britton Street on the southwest and a portion of 
Clarkson Avenue, south of Britton Street.   
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CONTINUATION SHEET    Historic Sites #: 

Survey Name: Goethals Bridge Replacement Date:
December 28, 
2007

Surveyor: Deborah Van Steen, Preparer 
Organization: The Louis Berger Group, Inc. 

BASE FORM, Block and Lots 

Block:  4  

Lots:  56, 56.A, 56.B, 56.C, 56.D, 56.E, 56.F, 56.G, 56H, 56.I, 57, 57.B, 57.C, 57.D, 57.E, 57.F, 57.G, 57.H,  
1495, 1495A 

ELIGIBILITY WORKSHEET, History, continued 

In 1929, the Bayway Company acquired all of the lots, with the exception of the 50 previously developed lots and 
houses, through litigation proceedings against Standard Oil.  The blocks south of Summer Street remained 
undeveloped until the boom years after World War II.  The properties associated with the Irwin Double Homes 
were developed by, and/or sold by Glarwial Holding Corporation and the Irwin Holding Holding Corporation.  Deed 
research shows that the homes were acquired by individual homeowners from Irwing Holding.  Research 
suggests that several of the homes were constructed by Stanley Homes Inc.  Glarwial Holding acquired the 
properties in 1947 and sold the same to Irwin Holding the following year.  The homes were sold to individual 
homeowners shortly thereafter. 
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CONTINUATION SHEET    Historic Sites #: 

Survey Name: Goethals Bridge Replacement Date:
December 28, 
2007

Surveyor: Deborah Van Steen, Preparer 
Organization: The Louis Berger Group, Inc. 

605A and 605B Arnett Street, View West 

607A and 607B Arnett Street, View North 
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CONTINUATION SHEET    Historic Sites #: 

Survey Name: Goethals Bridge Replacement Date:
December 28, 
2007

Surveyor: Deborah Van Steen, Preparer 
Organization: The Louis Berger Group, Inc. 

609A and 609B Arnett Street, View West 

613A and 613B Arnett Street, View West 
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CONTINUATION SHEET    Historic Sites #: 

Survey Name: Goethals Bridge Replacement Date:
December 28, 
2007

Surveyor: Deborah Van Steen, Preparer 
Organization: The Louis Berger Group, Inc. 

615A and 615B Arnett Street, View West 

617A and 617B Arnett Street, View West 
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CONTINUATION SHEET    Historic Sites #: 

Survey Name: Goethals Bridge Replacement Date:
December 28, 
2007

Surveyor: Deborah Van Steen, Preparer 
Organization: The Louis Berger Group, Inc. 

619A and 619B Arnett Street, View North 

623A and 623B Arnett Street, View West 
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CONTINUATION SHEET    Historic Sites #: 

Survey Name: Goethals Bridge Replacement Date:
December 28, 
2007

Surveyor: Deborah Van Steen, Preparer 
Organization: The Louis Berger Group, Inc. 

625A and 625B Arnett Street, View West 

584-586 Summer Street, View South 
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BASE FORM       Historic Sites #: 

Survey Name: Goethals Bridge Replacement Date:
December 28, 
2007

Surveyor: Deborah Van Steen, Preparer 
Organization: The Louis Berger Group, Inc. 

Property Name: 442 Richmond Street (aka 441-443 Fern Place) 
Street Address: Street #: 442   Apartment #:               

(Low) (High) (Low) (High)

Prefix:       Street Name: Richmond Suffix:       Type: ST 

County(s): Union Zip Code: 07202 
Municipality(s): Elizabeth City Block(s): 4

Local Place Name(s): Elizabeth Lot(s): 455
Ownership: Private USGS Quad(s): Elizabeth, NJ 

Description:

See building attachment 

National Historic 
Landmark: SHPO Opinion:       

Registration and 
Status Dates: 

National Register:       Local Designation:       

New Jersey Register:       Other Designation:       

Determination of Eligibility:       Other Designation Date:       

Photograph:  442 Richmond Street, View Southwest 
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BASE FORM       Historic Sites #: 

Survey Name: Goethals Bridge Replacement Date:
December 28, 
2007

Surveyor: Deborah Van Steen, Preparer 
Organization: The Louis Berger Group, Inc. 

Location Map: Site Map: 

Bibliography/Sources:  
Map of Property Belonging to Max Fern on Bayway between Trenton & Brunswick Avenues, in the City of 

Elizabeth, New Jersey.  Prepared by Louis Quien.  Filed January 1905. 
Sanborn Fire Insurance Maps. City of Elizabeth, New Jersey. 1923, 1950 and 1951. 
Union County Deeds.  On file at the Union County Court House, Property Records. 

Additional Information:  N/A

More Research Needed? Yes No

INTENSIVE LEVEL USE ONLY 
Attachments Included: Building Structure Object Bridge

Landscape Industry
Within Historic District? Yes No

Status:  Key-Contributing Contributing Non-Contributing
Associated Archaeological Site/Deposit? Yes
(Known or potential Sites – if yes, please describe briefly) 
      

USGS Elizabeth, NJ Quadrangle

442 Richmond Street 
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BUILDING ATTACHMENT     Historic Sites #: 

Survey Name: Goethals Bridge Replacement Date:
December 28, 
2007

Surveyor: Deborah Van Steen, Preparer 
Organization: The Louis Berger Group, Inc. 

Common Name: 442 Richmond Street 
Historic Name: Unknown 

Present Use: Residential, Permanent   
Historic Use: Residential, Permanent  

Construction Date: c. 1923 Source: Stylistic evidence 
Alteration Date(s): N/A Source: N/A

Designer: Unknown Physical Condition: Good
Builder: Unknown Remaining Historic Fabric: Medium

Style: Other
Form: Gable Front Stories: 1.5
Type: Other Bays: 2

Roof Finish Materials: Asphalt shingle 
Exterior Finish Materials Vinyl siding 

Exterior Description:  The building at 422 Richmond Avenue is a wood frame dwelling one-and-a-half-stories in 
height and two-bays wide.  The house is clad with vinyl siding and terminates in a gable front roof.  Both sides of 
the roof have a vinyl-clad shed-roof dormer that extends nearly the full depth of the house.  The dormers contain 
three window bays.  An interior brick chimney punctuates the west slope of the asphalt-shingle roof. A full-width 
hipped-roof enclosed porch extends across the northeast facade.  The porch is pierced with an off-center single-
leaf entry and has a three-sided oriel with one-over-one vinyl-sash windows flanking a fixed wood window.  Other 
windows throughout the house are one-over-one double-hung vinyl sash except for one hopper window on the 
northwest elevation.  A second entrance, sheltered under a metal awning, is located at the northwest façade.  The 
foundation is covered with stucco.  

Interior Description:  N/A

Setting:   

The house at 442 Richmond Street is located on Richmond Street, facing northeast, on a level lot surrounded by 
several mature trees and shrubs.  A chain link fence surrounds the front yard.
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ELIGIBILITY WORKSHEET     Historic Sites #: 

Survey Name: Goethals Bridge Replacement Date:
December 28, 
2007

Surveyor: Deborah Van Steen, Preparer 
Organization: The Louis Berger Group, Inc. 

History:  Documentary evidence suggests that the house at 442 Richmond Street, aka 441-443 Fern Place was 
constructed circa 1923.  A single-story house is depicted on the 1923 Sanborn map at this location.  As shown, 
the house is located on the southeast lot of a double-lot plot with a porch across the side of the house facing the 
adjacent open lot.  By 1951, the house appears wider, the earlier porch either removed or enclosed and a porch 
added facing Fern Place.  The property at 442 Fern Place is part of land owned by Max Fern, a real estate 
developer active during the early 1900s in Elizabeth.  The subdivision consists of building lots laid out between 
Bayway, Trenton and Brunswick Avenues, and Richmond Street which are depicted on the Map of Property 
Belonging to Max Fern on Bayway between Trenton & Brunswick Avenues, in the City of Elizabeth, New Jersey.
Fern Place divided the block in half and extended from Trenton Avenue to Brunswick Avenue.  Fern Place is 
named for its develper, Max Fern.  The property is currently owned by B. and S. Kolodziej, believed to be Barbara 
and Stacie Kolodziej, who appear to have owned the property for many years.

Significance:  The has at 442 Richmond Street in Elizabeth is a typical vernacular gable front house dating to 
circa 1923.  This modest dwelling lacks embellishment and appears to have been significantly altered.  The 
property has no known historic significance.

Eligibility for New Jersey 
and National Registers:  Yes  No 

National 
Register Criteria:  A  B  C  D 

Level of Significance  Local  State  National  

Justification of Eligibility/Ineligibility:  The house at 442 Richmond Street in Elizabeth does not meet National 
Register eligibility criteria.  The property is not related to significant historic trends, events, or persons (Criteria A 
and B).  Built circa 1923, the vernacular house at 442 Richmond Street does not represent any distinctive 
characteristics of the period, nor does it represent the work of a master, or possess high artistic values (Criterion 
C).  Comparison of the 1923 and 1950s maps indicates that the house has undergone various alterations.  The 
building has been further altered through changes in fenestration, installation of replacement windows, and the 
addition of vinyl siding, which greatly detract from the building’s architectural integrity.  The property at 442 
Richmond Street is unlikely to provide information important to our understanding of history (Criterion D).  
For Historic Districts Only: 
Property Count: Key Contributing:       Contributing:       Non Contributing:       

For Individual Properties Only: 
     List the completed attachments related to the property’s significance: 

      

Narrative Boundary Description:  The property at 442 Richmond Street is bounded by the exterior lot lines of 
Block 4, Lot 455 in Elizabeth.  It is bounded to the northeast by Richmond Street, and to the southwest by Fern 
Place.
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CONTINUATION SHEET     Historic Sites #: 

Survey Name: Goethals Bridge Replacement Date:
December 28, 
2007

Surveyor: Deborah Van Steen, Preparer 
Organization: The Louis Berger Group, Inc. 

442 Richmond Street, View Northeast 
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BASE FORM       Historic Sites #: 

Survey Name: Goethals Bridge Replacement Date:
December 28, 
2007

Surveyor: Deborah Van Steen, Preparer 
Organization: The Louis Berger Group, Inc. 

Property Name: William F. Halloran School, School Number 22 
Street Address: Street #: 421  447 Apartment #:               

(Low) (High) (Low) (High)

Prefix:       Street Name: Richmond Suffix:       Type: ST 

County(s): Union Zip Code: 07202 
Municipality(s): Elizabeth City Block(s): 4

Local Place Name(s): Elizabeth Lot(s): 1278
Ownership: Public USGS Quad(s): Elizabeth, NJ 

Description:

See building attachment and continuation sheet 

National Historic 
Landmark: SHPO Opinion:       

Registration and 
Status Dates: 

National Register:       Local Designation:       

New Jersey Register:       Other Designation:       

Determination of Eligibility:       Other Designation Date:       

Photograph:  William F. Halloran School, View East 
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BASE FORM       Historic Sites #: 

Survey Name: Goethals Bridge Replacement Date:
December 28, 
2007

Surveyor: Deborah Van Steen, Preparer 
Organization: The Louis Berger Group, Inc. 

Location Map: Site Map: 

Bibliography/Sources:   
William F. Halloran Principal Since ’23 of 2 Schools in Elizabeth Dies at 61.  The New York Times. 12 May 1947. 
Sanborn Fire Insurance Maps. City of Elizabeth, New Jersey. 1950 and 1951. 

Additional Information:  N/A

More Research Needed? Yes No

INTENSIVE LEVEL USE ONLY 
Attachments Included: Building Structure Object Bridge

Landscape Industry
Within Historic District? Yes No

Status:  Key-Contributing Contributing Non-Contributing
Associated Archaeological Site/Deposit? Yes
(Known or potential Sites – if yes, please describe briefly) 
      

USGS Elizabeth, NJ Quadrangle

William F. Halloran School 
Number 22 
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BUILDING ATTACHMENT     Historic Sites #: 

Survey Name: Goethals Bridge Replacement Date:
December 28, 
2007

Surveyor: Deborah Van Steen, Preparer 
Organization: The Louis Berger Group, Inc. 

Common Name: William F. Halloran School, Number 22 
Historic Name: William F. Halloran School 

Present Use: Institutional, Educational   
Historic Use: Institutional, Educational  

Construction Date: 1950 Source: Stylistic and material evidence 
Alteration Date(s): N/A Source: N/A

Designer: Unknown Physical Condition: Good
Builder: Unknown Remaining Historic Fabric: High

Style: Other, Neoclassical 
Form: Other Stories: 2
Type: N/A Bays: 11

Roof Finish Materials: Asphalt shingle 
Exterior Finish Materials Brick, Common bond 

Exterior Description:  The William F. Halloran School at 421-447 Richmond Street has a three-part plan with a 
two-story central block and one-story wings.  Constructed with a five-course Flemish variation of Common bond, 
this Neoclassical style school is set on a stuccoed foundation and has a side-gable asphalt-shingle roof.  The 
central block is 11 bays wide.  The main entrance is centrally located in the main block and is set within a gable 
roofed pavilion with cornice returns and corbelled brick quoins.  The main entrance has double-leaf doors with a 
cast stone surround that is embellished with a heavy cast stone entablature.  The architrave features large block 
modillions and above the architrave is a shield motif.  The end bays also have double-leaf entries.  Each window 
opening bay holds triple six-over-six aluminum sash topped by a fixed metal panel.  The windows have cast stone 
sills and soldier lintels.  [See Continuation Sheet]

Interior Description:  N/A

Setting:   
The William F. Halloran School is located on the east corner of Richmond Street, Pulaski Street, and Atlantic 
Street.  The property encompasses one block with the school surrounded by a level grassy lot.  A baseball field is 
at the northern end of the property.  A parking lot and several temporary classrooms are located immediately 
north of the building, and a flagpole and concrete sidewalks are to the south. A portion of the New Jersey 
Turnpike Exit 13 off ramp is opposite the school. 
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ELIGIBILITY WORKSHEET     Historic Sites #: 

Survey Name: Goethals Bridge Replacement Date:
December 28, 
2007

Surveyor: Deborah Van Steen, Preparer 
Organization: The Louis Berger Group, Inc. 

History:  The William F. Halloran School was constructed in 1950 on Richmond Street in the Bayway area of 
Elizabeth.  The area, which was identified by the city after World War I as one of the larger tracts of undeveloped 
land, developed slowly.  Growth and residential construction nearly stopped during the Depression, with the 
exception of the nearby 423-unit Mravlag Manor, which was built in 1939.  When building resumed after World 
War II, the Bayway area was one of the remaining areas with buildable land.  The post-War boom led to the need 
for more services and the construction of the school.  The school was named for William F. Halloran, a prominent 
educator in Elizabeth, who died suddenly in 1947 at the age of 61.  Halloran was born in Cortland, New York, 
where he attended school.  In 1914, he graduated from Columbia University and became involved in education in 
the City of Elizabeth.  Initially, Halloran was supervisor of industrial arts.  Within a few years he accepted the 
position of principal of Public School 9.  From 1923 until his death in 1947, Halloran was a principal at both the 
Theodore Roosevelt Junior High School and Public School 17 in Elizabeth.  Active in local and state education 
organizations, Halloran was a school official in Elizabeth, a position he held since 1914.   

Significance:  Constructed in 1950, the William F. Halloran School at 421 Richmond Street is a classically 
inspired school building.  

Eligibility for New Jersey 
and National Registers:  Yes  No 

National 
Register Criteria:  A  B  C  D 

Level of Significance  Local  State  National  

Justification of Eligibility/Ineligibility:  The Halloran School at 421 Richmond Street in Elizabeth does not meet 
National Register eligibility criteria.  The property is not related to significant historic trends, events, or persons 
(Criteria A and B).  Built circa 1950, the school at 421 Richmond Street does not represent any distinctive 
characteristics of the period, nor does it represent the work of a master, or possess high artistic values (Criterion 
C).  The property at 421 Richmond Street is unlikely to provide information important to our understanding of 
history (Criterion D).

For Historic Districts Only: 
Property Count: Key Contributing:       Contributing:       Non Contributing:       

For Individual Properties Only: 
     List the completed attachments related to the property’s significance: 

      

Narrative Boundary Description: The property is located at 421 Richmond Street is bounded by the exterior lot 
lines of Block 4, Lot 1278 in Elizabeth.  The property consists of a block bounded to the southeast by Cole Place, 
to the northeast by Atlantic Avenue, to the northwest by Pulaski Street (formerly Brunswick Avenue), and to the 
southwest by Richmond Street.   
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CONTINUATION SHEET    Historic Sites #: 

Survey Name: Goethals Bridge Replacement Date:
December 28, 
2007

Surveyor: Deborah Van Steen, Preparer 
Organization: The Louis Berger Group, Inc. 

BUILDING ATTACHMENT, Exterior Description, continued 

The end bays of this center section feature cast stone surrounds with a cast stone architrave.  The second story 
of the end bays are illuminated with multiple glass blocks set in a molded wood surround with a paneled spandrel.  
A one-story, five-bay-wide, gable roofed wing extending west from the main block possesses a one-story, three-
bay-wide, hipped roof wing stretches northwest from its western end.  A similar configuration of wings occurs east 
of the main block; a three-bay-wide gable section terminates with a five-bay-wide wing extending to the northeast.  
Nearly all window openings feature paired or triple six-over-six windows topped by metal panels.  A small one-
story wing extends southward from the west end of the west wing.  The small wing features banks of six-over-six 
windows topped by metal panels and a metal slab door with slender vertical light in its western elevation.  The 
northwest elevation of the west wing possesses a central entrance.  Another entrance penetrates the 
northeastern wing’s eastern elevation.  A gymnasium and auditorium rectangular plan wing is centered at the 
north façade at the rear of the building and extends from the central block.  Other architectural details of the 
Halloran School include corbelled brick quoins, a heavy molded wood cornice with returns, a date stone at the 
entry, and several interior brick chimney flues.   

Entrance Detail, William F. Hollaran School, No. 22, View North 
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CONTINUATION SHEET    Historic Sites #: 

Survey Name: Goethals Bridge Replacement Date:
December 28, 
2007

Surveyor: Deborah Van Steen, Preparer 
Organization: The Louis Berger Group, Inc. 

East Wing, William F. Halloran School, View Northeast 

West Wing, William F. Halloran School, View Northeast 
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CONTINUATION SHEET    Historic Sites #: 

Survey Name: Goethals Bridge Replacement Date:
December 28, 
2007

Surveyor: Deborah Van Steen, Preparer 
Organization: The Louis Berger Group, Inc. 

Aerial View William F. Halloran School, View Northeast 
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BASE FORM       Historic Sites #: 

Survey Name: Goethals Bridge Replacement Date:
December 28, 
2007

Surveyor: Deborah Van Steen, Preparer 
Organization: The Louis Berger Group, Inc. 

Property Name: 445 Fern Place 
Street Address: Street #: 445        Apartment #:               

(Low) (High) (Low) (High)

Prefix:       Street Name: Fern Suffix:       Type: PL

County(s): Union Zip Code: 07202 
Municipality(s): Elizabeth City Block(s): 4

Local Place Name(s): Elizabeth Lot(s): 456
Ownership: Private USGS Quad(s): Elizabeth, NJ 

Description:

See Building Attachment 

National Historic 
Landmark: SHPO Opinion:       

Registration and 
Status Dates: 

National Register:       Local Designation:       

New Jersey Register:       Other Designation:       

Determination of Eligibility:       Other Designation Date:       

Photograph:  445 Fern Place, View Northeast 
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BASE FORM       Historic Sites #: 

Survey Name: Goethals Bridge Replacement Date:
December 28, 
2007

Surveyor: Deborah Van Steen, Preparer 
Organization: The Louis Berger Group, Inc. 

Location Map: Site Map: 

Bibliography/Sources:   
Atlas of Union County, 1916. 
Map of Property Belonging to Max Fern on Bayway between Trenton & Brunswick Avenues, in the City of 

Elizabeth, New Jersey.  Prepared by Louis Quien.  Filed January 1905. 
Sanborn Fire Insurance Maps. City of Elizabeth, New Jersey. 1923, 1950 and 1951. 
Union County Deeds.  On file at the Union County Court House, Property Records. 

Additional Information:  N/A

More Research Needed? Yes No

INTENSIVE LEVEL USE ONLY 
Attachments Included: Building Structure Object Bridge

Landscape Industry
Within Historic District? Yes No

Status:  Key-Contributing Contributing Non-Contributing
Associated Archaeological Site/Deposit? Yes
(Known or potential Sites – if yes, please describe briefly) 
      

USGS Elizabeth, NJ Quadrangle

445 Fern Place 
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BUILDING ATTACHMENT     Historic Sites #: 

Survey Name: Goethals Bridge Replacement Date:
December 28, 
2007

Surveyor: Deborah Van Steen, Preparer 
Organization: The Louis Berger Group, Inc. 

Common Name: 445 Fern Place 
Historic Name: Unknown 

Present Use: Residential, Permanent   
Historic Use: Residential, Permanent  

Construction Date: c. 1906 Source: Deeds, Sanborn Maps, Stylistic evidence 
Alteration Date(s): N/A Source: N/A

Designer: Unknown Physical Condition: Good
Builder: Max Fern Remaining Historic Fabric: Medium

Style: Other
Form: Gable front Stories: 2
Type: Other Bays: 3

Roof Finish Materials: Asphalt shingle 
Exterior Finish Materials Aluminum siding 

Exterior Description:  Surrounded by mature trees and thick bushes that obscure photographic documentation, 
house at 445 Fern Place is a wood frame dwelling, two stories in height, with a pedimented gable front roof 
sheathed with asphalt shingles.  The dwelling has a rectangular-shaped footprint and is three bays wide.  A full-
width hipped-roof porch extends across its main façade.  The porch is supported by decorative metal posts set 
atop a flagstone deck with a brick foundation.  The porch shades a metal panel door symmetrically set on the 
west side of the elevation.  The building features aluminum siding, a rock-faced concrete-block foundation.  The 
windows are one-over-one aluminum sash with aluminum surrounds.  A modern one-story gable-roofed garage 
stands on the rear portion of the lot, which is shielded by thick vegetation.

Interior Description:  N/A

Setting:   
The property at 445 Fern Place is located on the northeast side of the street on a level grassy lot in a residential 
area.  The property has thick vegetation and several mature trees.  
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ELIGIBILITY WORKSHEET     Historic Sites #: 

Survey Name: Goethals Bridge Replacement Date:
December 28, 
2007

Surveyor: Deborah Van Steen, Preparer 
Organization: The Louis Berger Group, Inc. 

History:  Documentary evidence suggests that the house at 445 Fern Place was constructed circa 1906.  The 
property at 445 Fern Place is part of land owned by Max Fern, a real estate developer active during the early 
1900s in Elizabeth.  The subdivision contained building lots that were laid out between Bayway, Trenton and 
Brunswick Avenues, and Richmond Street and which are depicted on the Map of Property Belonging to Max Fern 
on Bayway between Trenton & Brunswick Avenues, in the City of Elizabeth, New Jersey.  Fern Place divided the 
block in half and extended from Trenton Avenue to Brunswick Avenue.  Fern Place was named for its developer, 
Max Fern.  The property at 445 Fern Place, known as lot 48 on the Fern map, is one of two adjacent lots 
purchased from Fern by Frank Matlarz and his wife, Julia, in 1907.  A building at the 445 Fern Place location is 
first depicted on the 1906 Union County Atlas, suggesting that Max Fern built the house and sold it and the 
adjacent lot shortly thereafter to Matlarz.  Frank and his wife used a privately held mortgage for the purchase of 
the property.  In 1913, the property was sold through sheriff’s sale to Economy Realty Company.  Adam and 
Michelina Gwiazdowski purchased both properties (lots 48 and 49) in 1915.  The neighboring house at 447 Fern 
(lot 49) appears to have been constructed shortly thereafter. A two-story dwelling is depicted on each of the lots 
on the 1923 Sanborn map at this location.  In 1924, the two lots were separated and the house at 445 Fern was 
sold to Kazimier Kraskinski and Maryanna, his wife.  The house remained in the Kraskinski family until 1995, 
when it was sold Fernando Campo and Jose Vallejo.  Between 2001 and 2005, the house had three owners.  The 
current owner, Sandra Mercado purchased the property in 2005.

Significance:  The property at 445 Fern Place is typical of vernacular dwellings constructed during the early 
twentieth century.  The property has no known historic association.

Eligibility for New Jersey 
and National Registers:  Yes  No 

National 
Register Criteria:  A  B  C  D 

Level of Significance  Local  State  National  

Justification of Eligibility/Ineligibility:  The dwelling at 445 Fern Place in Elizabeth does not appear to meet 
National Register eligibility criteria.  The property is not related to significant historic trends, events, or persons 
(Criteria A and B).  The addition of replacement siding and windows, and use of contemporary materials on the 
front porch greatly detract from the building’s architectural integrity.  Built circa 1906, the house at 445 Fern Place 
does not represent any distinctive characteristics of the period, nor does it represent the work of a master, or 
possess high artistic values (Criterion C).  The property at 445 Fern Place is unlikely to provide information 
important to our understanding of history (Criterion D).  

For Historic Districts Only: 
Property Count: Key Contributing:       Contributing:       Non Contributing:       

For Individual Properties Only: 
     List the completed attachments related to the property’s significance: 

      

Narrative Boundary Description:  The property is located at 445 Fern Place in Elizabeth, Union County. It is 
associated with block 4 lot 456.  It is bounded to the northeast by Richmond Street, and to the southwest by Fern 
Place.



New Jersey Department of Environmental Protection 
Historic Preservation Office          Page 1  

BASE FORM       Historic Sites #: 

Survey Name: Goethals Bridge Replacement Date:
December 28, 
2007

Surveyor: Deborah Van Steen, Preparer 
Organization: The Louis Berger Group, Inc. 

Property Name: 447 Fern Place 
Street Address: Street #: 447        Apartment #:               

(Low) (High) (Low) (High)

Prefix:       Street Name: Fern Suffix:       Type: PL

County(s): Union Zip Code: 07202 
Municipality(s): Elizabeth City Block(s): 4

Local Place Name(s): Elizabeth Lot(s): 457
Ownership: Private USGS Quad(s): Elizabeth, NJ 

Description:

See Building Attachment 

National Historic 
Landmark: SHPO Opinion:       

Registration and 
Status Dates: 

National Register:       Local Designation:       

New Jersey Register:       Other Designation:       

Determination of Eligibility:       Other Designation Date:       

Photograph:  447 Fern Place, View East 
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BASE FORM       Historic Sites #: 

Survey Name: Goethals Bridge Replacement Date:
December 28, 
2007

Surveyor: Deborah Van Steen, Preparer 
Organization: The Louis Berger Group, Inc. 

Location Map: Site Map: 

Bibliography/Sources:   
Atlas of Union County, 1916. 
Map of Property Belonging to Max Fern on Bayway between Trenton & Brunswick Avenues, in the City of 

Elizabeth, New Jersey.  Prepared by Louis Quien.  Filed January 1905. 
Sanborn Fire Insurance Maps. City of Elizabeth, New Jersey. 1923, 1950 and 1951. 
Union County Deeds.  On file at the Union County Court House, Property Records.
Additional Information:  N/A

More Research Needed? Yes No

INTENSIVE LEVEL USE ONLY 
Attachments Included: Building Structure Object Bridge

Landscape Industry
Within Historic District? Yes No

Status:  Key-Contributing Contributing Non-Contributing
Associated Archaeological Site/Deposit? Yes
(Known or potential Sites – if yes, please describe briefly) 
      

USGS Elizabeth, NJ Quadrangle

447 Fern Place 
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BUILDING ATTACHMENT     Historic Sites #: 

Survey Name: Goethals Bridge Replacement Date:
December 28, 
2007

Surveyor: Deborah Van Steen, Preparer 
Organization: The Louis Berger Group, Inc. 

Common Name: 447 Fern Place 
Historic Name: Unknown 

Present Use: Residential, Permanent   
Historic Use: Residential, Permanent  

Construction Date: c. 1915 Source: Deeds, Maps, Stylistic evidence 
Alteration Date(s): N/A Source: N/A

Designer: Unknown Physical Condition: Good
Builder: Economy Realty Company Remaining Historic Fabric: Medium

Style: Colonial Revival 
Form: Gable front Stories: 2.5
Type: Other Bays: 3

Roof Finish Materials: Asphalt shingle 
Exterior Finish Materials Vinyl siding 

Exterior Description:  The building at 447 Fern Place is a rectangular plan, two-and-a-half-story wood-frame 
dwelling with a rock-faced concrete-block foundation.  The three-bay-wide house features a front-gable roof with 
asphalt shingles, a box cornice, and a gable-roofed dormer on its northwestern slope that is set above a three-
sided two-story bay.  Vinyl siding covers the building’s exterior walls.  One-over-one double-hung vinyl windows 
occupy most fenestral openings.  A shed-roof porch supported with square wood posts and balusters covers the 
full width of the main façade.  The porch protects a vinyl panel door with upper fan light.  One corbelled brick 
chimney penetrates the center of the ridge.

Interior Description:  N/A

Setting:  The property at 447 Fern Place is located at the east corner of Fern Place and Pulaski Street on a city 
lot in a residential area.  The property consists of a level grassy lot surrounded by several mature trees.  A wood 
fence lines the perimeter of the rear yard.   
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ELIGIBILITY WORKSHEET     Historic Sites #: 

Survey Name: Goethals Bridge Replacement Date:
December 28, 
2007

Surveyor: Deborah Van Steen, Preparer 
Organization: The Louis Berger Group, Inc. 

History:  Documentary evidence suggests that the house at 447 Fern Place was constructed circa 1915.  The 
property at 447 Fern Place is part of land owned by Max Fern, a real estate developer active during the early 
1900s in Elizabeth.  The subdivision consisted of building lots laid out between Bayway, Trenton and Brunswick 
Avenues, and Richmond Street and are depicted on the Map of Property Belonging to Max Fern on Bayway 
between Trenton & Brunswick Avenues, in the City of Elizabeth, New Jersey.  Fern Place divided the block in half 
and extended from Trenton Avenue to Brunswick Avenue.  Fern Place is named for its developer, Max Fern.  The 
property at 447 Fern Place, known as lot 49 on the Fern map, is one of two adjacent lots (lots 48 and 49) 
purchased from Fern by Frank Matlarz and his wife, Julia, in 1907.  By this time, a house was constructed by Fern 
on lot 48.  In 1913, the property is sold through sheriff’s sale to Economy Realty Company.  Adam and Michelina 
Gwiazdowski purchased both properties (lots 48 and 49) in 1915.  The house at 447 Fern (lot 49) appears to have 
been constructed shortly thereafter.  A two-story dwelling is depicted on each of the lots on the 1923 Sanborn 
map at this location.  In 1924, the two lots were separated and the house at 445 Fern was sold to Kazimier 
Kraskinski and Maryanna, his wife.  In 1947, the property at 447 Fern was purchased by Aniela and John 
Zyglarski and conveyed to Nicholas Quarino and his wife, Emma, simultaneously.  The property was purchased 
by Frank J. and Elizabeth Martin in 1953 and sold to James and Sophie Ferraro the following year.  D.V.M. 
Investment purchased the property 1998.  The property had several owners until purchased by Sandra Mercado 
in 2006. 

Significance:  The house at 447 Fern Place, constructed circa 1915 is a common suburban example of the 
Colonial Revival style.  During the early twentieth century, the Colonial Revival style became the most popular 
stylistic choice across the United States.  Features such as a double-pile plan, gable roof, two to two and a half 
stories, dormers, and full-width front porches are typical characteristics of Colonial Revival-style houses of this 
period as seen with 447 Fern Place.  The property has no known historic significance.

Eligibility for New Jersey 
and National Registers:  Yes  No 

National 
Register Criteria:  A  B  C  D 

Level of Significance  Local  State  National  

Justification of Eligibility/Ineligibility:  The dwelling at 447 Fern Place in Elizabeth does not appear to meet 
National Register eligibility criteria.  The property is not related to significant historic trends, events, or persons 
(Criteria A and B).  Built circa 1915, the house at 447 Fern Place does not represent any distinctive characteristics 
of the period, nor does it represent the work of a master, or possess high artistic values (Criterion C).  The 
property at 447 Fern Place is unlikely to provide information important to our understanding of history (Criterion 
D).  The dwelling’s integrity has diminished with replacement siding and replacement windows.

For Historic Districts Only: 
Property Count: Key Contributing:       Contributing:       Non Contributing:       

For Individual Properties Only: 
     List the completed attachments related to the property’s significance: 

      

Narrative Boundary Description:  The property at 447 Fern Place is bounded by the exterior lot lines of Block 4, 
Lot 457.  It is bounded to the northeast by Richmond Street, to the northwest by Pulaski Street, and to the 
southwest by Fern Place. 
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CONTINUATION SHEET     Historic Sites #: 

Survey Name: Goethals Bridge Replacement Date:
December 28, 
2007

Surveyor: Deborah Van Steen, Preparer 
Organization: The Louis Berger Group, Inc. 

447 Fern Place, View South 
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BASE FORM       Historic Sites #: 

Survey Name: Goethals Bridge Replacement Date:
December 28, 
2007

Surveyor: Deborah Van Steen, Preparer 
Organization: The Louis Berger Group, Inc. 

Property Name: 663 Pulaski Street (aka 661-663 Brunswick Avenue) 
Street Address: Street #: 663   Apartment #:               

(Low) (High) (Low) (High)

Prefix:       Street Name: Pulaski Suffix:       Type: ST 

County(s): Union Zip Code: 07202 
Municipality(s): Elizabeth City Block(s): 4

Local Place Name(s): Elizabeth Lot(s): 300
Ownership: Private USGS Quad(s): Elizabeth, NJ 

Description:

See Building Attachment 

National Historic 
Landmark: SHPO Opinion:       

Registration and 
Status Dates: 

National Register:       Local Designation:       

New Jersey Register:       Other Designation:       

Determination of Eligibility:       Other Designation Date:       

Photograph:  663 Pulaski Street, View North 
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BASE FORM       Historic Sites #: 

Survey Name: Goethals Bridge Replacement Date:
December 28, 
2007

Surveyor: Deborah Van Steen, Preparer 
Organization: The Louis Berger Group, Inc. 

Location Map: Site Map: 

Bibliography/Sources:   
City of Elizabeth Tax Assessors Office. 
Map of Property Belonging to Max Fern and Company, Elizabeth, NJ. Filed October 27, 1908. 
Sanborn Fire Insurance Maps. City of Elizabeth, New Jersey. 1923, 1950 and 1951. 
Union County Deeds.  On file at the Union County Court House, Property Records. 

Additional Information:  N/A

More Research Needed? Yes No

INTENSIVE LEVEL USE ONLY 
Attachments Included: Building Structure Object Bridge

Landscape Industry
Within Historic District? Yes No

Status:  Key-Contributing Contributing Non-Contributing
Associated Archaeological Site/Deposit? Yes
(Known or potential Sites – if yes, please describe briefly) 
      

USGS Elizabeth, NJ Quadrangle

663 Pulaski Street 
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BUILDING ATTACHMENT     Historic Sites #: 

Survey Name: Goethals Bridge Replacement Date:
December 28, 
2007

Surveyor: Deborah Van Steen, Preparer 
Organization: The Louis Berger Group, Inc. 

Common Name: 663 Pulaski Street 
Historic Name: 661-663 Brunswick Avenue 

Present Use: Residential, Permanent   
Historic Use: Residential, Permanent  

Construction Date: 1924 Source: Deeds, Sanborn Map, City Elizabeth Tax Assessor 
Alteration Date(s): N/A Source: N/A

Designer: Unknown Physical Condition: Good
Builder: Unknown Remaining Historic Fabric: Medium

Style: Colonial Revival 
Form: Gable front Stories: 2.5
Type: Other Bays: 3

Roof Finish Materials: Asphalt shingle 
Exterior Finish Materials Aluminum siding 

Exterior Description:  The building at 663 Pulaski Street is a wood frame dwelling, two stories in height, with a 
gable front roof.   The house has a rectangular plan, is clad with aluminum siding, and sits on a stuccoed 
foundation.   A porch extends across the full width of the front façade and has a hipped-roof porch supported by 
wood piers and a solid railing with aluminum siding.  The first story is three bays wide with two bays across its 
second story.  The porch shades a wood slab door with two upper lights on its south end and paired one-over-one 
aluminum windows on its second story.  The pedimented gable peak is pierced with a six-over-one aluminum 
window.  Other architectural features of the house include overhanging eaves and a boxed cornice.

Interior Description:  N/A

Setting:   
The property at 663 Pulaski Street is located on the northwest side of the street in a residential area, adjacent to a 
gas station at the end of the block on Bayway.  Several foundation plantings are located in front of the house, 
which is set close to the street on a level lot.  A concrete driveway stands to the southwest side of the house and 
a chain link fence lines the front of the property.  
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ELIGIBILITY WORKSHEET     Historic Sites #: 

Survey Name: Goethals Bridge Replacement Date:
December 28, 
2007

Surveyor: Deborah Van Steen, Preparer 
Organization: The Louis Berger Group, Inc. 

History:  Documentary evidence suggests that the house at 663 Pulaski Street was constructed in 1924.  The 
property was part of land owned by real estate developer, Max Fern.  The property is shown as lot Block B, Lot 8 
and a portion of Lot 10 on the Map of Property Belonging to Max Fern and Company, filed in 1908; however, it 
remained undeveloped until the 1920s and is not depicted on the 1923 Sanborn Map.  The property was acquired 
by Sarah Pfererstein and her husband, Mendel and sold to Frank and Bronislavi Lasota in 1925.  In 1935, the 
Clarkson Building and Loan Association took title to the property and sold it two years later to Andrew and Mary 
Kunka.  The property remained in the Kunka family until 1981 when it was acquired by Victor Lopez and his wife.  
The property was subsequently purchased in 1998 by Miguel Diaz and his wife, Lissette.  Marta E. Rodriguez, 
Elsa Rodriguez, and Rene Landaverde acquired by acquired the property in2003.  In 2006, the property was 
bought by Armando Torre.

Significance:  The house at 663 Pulaski Street is a representative example of the Colonial Revival style worker 
housing built during the early twentieth century.  The property has no known historical significance.  

Eligibility for New Jersey 
and National Registers:  Yes  No 

National 
Register Criteria:  A  B  C  D 

Level of Significance  Local  State  National  

Justification of Eligibility/Ineligibility:  The dwelling at 663 Pulaski in Elizabeth does not appear to meet 
National Register eligibility criteria.  The property is not related to significant historic trends, events, or persons 
(Criteria A and B).  The house at 663 Pulaski, built 1924, does not represent a distinctive example of its type, nor 
does it represent the work of a master, or possess high artistic values (Criterion C).  The property at 663 Pulaski 
Street is unlikely to provide information important to our understanding of history (Criterion D).

For Historic Districts Only: 
Property Count: Key Contributing:       Contributing:       Non Contributing:       

For Individual Properties Only: 
     List the completed attachments related to the property’s significance: 

      

Narrative Boundary Description:  The property at 663 Pulaski Street is bounded by the exterior lot lines of 
Block 4, Lot 300 in the City of Elizabeth.  It is bounded to the southeast by Pulaski Street and directly across is 
Fern Street. 
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CONTINUATION SHEET     Historic Sites #: 

Survey Name: Goethals Bridge Replacement Date:
December 28, 
2007

Surveyor: Deborah Van Steen, Preparer 
Organization: The Louis Berger Group, Inc. 

663 Pulaski Street, View Northwest 
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BASE FORM       Historic Sites #: 

Survey Name: Goethals Bridge Replacement Date:
December 28, 
2007

Surveyor: Deborah Van Steen, Preparer 
Organization: The Louis Berger Group, Inc. 

Property Name: 659 Pulaski Street (aka 657 Brunswick Avenue) 
Street Address: Street #: 659        Apartment #:               

(Low) (High) (Low) (High)

Prefix:       Street Name: Pulaski Suffix:       Type: ST 

County(s): Union Zip Code: 07202 
Municipality(s): Elizabeth City Block(s): 4

Local Place Name(s): Elizabeth Lot(s): 299
Ownership: Private USGS Quad(s): Elizabeth, NJ 

Description:

See Building Attachment 

National Historic 
Landmark: SHPO Opinion:       

Registration and 
Status Dates: 

National Register:       Local Designation:       

New Jersey Register:       Other Designation:       

Determination of Eligibility:       Other Designation Date:       

Photograph:  659 Pulaski Street, View North 
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BASE FORM       Historic Sites #: 

Survey Name: Goethals Bridge Replacement Date:
December 28, 
2007

Surveyor: Deborah Van Steen, Preparer 
Organization: The Louis Berger Group, Inc. 

Location Map: Site Map: 

Bibliography/Sources:   
City of Elizabeth Tax Assessors Office. 
Map of Property Belonging to Max Fern and Company, Elizabeth, NJ. Filed October 27, 1908. 
Sanborn Fire Insurance Maps. City of Elizabeth, New Jersey. 1923, 1950 and 1951. 
Union County Deeds.  On file at the Union County Court House, Property Records.
Additional Information:  N/A

More Research Needed? Yes No

INTENSIVE LEVEL USE ONLY 
Attachments Included: Building Structure Object Bridge

Landscape Industry
Within Historic District? Yes No

Status:  Key-Contributing Contributing Non-Contributing
Associated Archaeological Site/Deposit? Yes
(Known or potential Sites – if yes, please describe briefly) 
      

USGS Elizabeth, NJ Quadrangle

659 Pulaski Street 
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BUILDING ATTACHMENT     Historic Sites #: 

Survey Name: Goethals Bridge Replacement Date:
December 28, 
2007

Surveyor: Deborah Van Steen, Preparer 
Organization: The Louis Berger Group, Inc. 

Common Name: House, 659 Pulaski Street 
Historic Name: 659 Brunswick Avenue 

Present Use: Residential, Permanent   
Historic Use: Residential, Permanent  

Construction Date: 1924 Source: Tax Assessor Records, Sanborn Maps 
Alteration Date(s): N/A Source: N/A

Designer: Unknown Physical Condition: Good
Builder: Remaining Historic Fabric: Medium

Style: Colonial Revival 
Form: Gable front Stories: 2.5
Type: Other Bays: 3

Roof Finish Materials: Asphalt shingle 
Exterior Finish Materials Aluminum siding 

Exterior Description:  The building at 659 Pulaski Street is a two-and-one-half-story dwelling with a gable front 
roof and a brick chimney.  Shed-roof wall dormers with one-over-one aluminum sash crown both the south and 
north roof slopes.  The house sits on a stuccoed foundation and features a rectangular-shaped footprint.  The first 
story is three bays wide and two bays across its second story.  The house is clad with vinyl siding except the main 
façade’s first story, which is finished with brick veneer.  Across the full width of the façade is a hipped-roof porch 
with square aluminized posts and a metal balustrade.  The side-oriented main entrance has a single-leaf door.  
Most of the windows are double-hung replacement sash with paired six-over-one aluminum sash at the front 
facade.  Other architectural features of the house include a full pediment on the façade, overhanging eaves, a 
boxed cornice, and fishscale shingles in the pedimented front gable.

Interior Description:  N/A

Setting:   
Located on the northwest side of Pulaski Street, the dwelling at 659 Pulaski Street is sited on a level lot and faces 
southeast.  A concrete driveway, which leads to a garage, stands to the southwest side of the house.  The 
modern single-bay garage located on the rear of the property, stands one story tall, and has a gable front asphalt-
shingled roof.  The garage appears to be less than 50 years old. 
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ELIGIBILITY WORKSHEET     Historic Sites #: 

Survey Name: Goethals Bridge Replacement Date:
December 28, 
2007

Surveyor: Deborah Van Steen, Preparer 
Organization: The Louis Berger Group, Inc. 

History:  Documentary evidence suggests that the house at 659 Pulaski Street was constructed in 1924.  The 
property was part of land owned by real estate developer, Max Fern.  The property is depicted as being 
comprised of a Block B, Lot 12 as well as a portion of Lot 10 on the Map of Property Belonging to Max Fern and 
Company, which was filed in 1908.  However, the property remained undeveloped until the 1920s and is not 
depicted on the 1923 Sanborn Map.  The house at 659 and the neighboring house at 663 Pulaski Street are of 
similar design and were constructed at the same time.   

Significance:  The house at 659 Brunswick Avenue is a representative example of the Colonial Revival style 
worker housing built during the early twentieth century.  The property has no known historical significance.  

Eligibility for New Jersey 
and National Registers:  Yes  No 

National 
Register Criteria:  A  B  C  D 

Level of Significance  Local  State  National  

Justification of Eligibility/Ineligibility:  The dwelling at 659 Pulaski Street in Elizabeth does not appear to meet 
National Register eligibility criteria.  The property is not related to significant historic trends, events, or persons 
(Criteria A and B).  The addition of replacement siding, installation of vinyl windows, and expansion of the attic 
story through the addition of dormers diminishes the building’s architectural integrity.  The house at 659 Pulaski 
Street, built 1924, does not represent distinctive characteristics of the period, nor does it represent the work of a 
master, or possess high artistic values (Criterion C).  The property at 659 Pulaski Street is unlikely to provide 
information important to our understanding of history (Criterion D).  

For Historic Districts Only: 
Property Count: Key Contributing:       Contributing:       Non Contributing:       

For Individual Properties Only: 
     List the completed attachments related to the property’s significance: 

      

Narrative Boundary Description:  The property is located at 659 Pulaski Street in Elizabeth, Union County. It is 
associated with block 4 lot 299.  It is bounded to the southeast by Pulaski Street. 
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CONTINUATION SHEET     Historic Sites #: 

Survey Name: Goethals Bridge Replacement Date:
December 28, 
2007

Surveyor: Deborah Van Steen, Preparer 
Organization: The Louis Berger Group, Inc. 

659 Pulaski Street, View Northwest 



New Jersey Department of Environmental Protection 
Historic Preservation Office          Page 1  

BASE FORM       Historic Sites #: 

Survey Name: Goethals Bridge Replacement Date:
December 28, 
2007

Surveyor: Deborah Van Steen, Preparer 
Organization: The Louis Berger Group, Inc. 

Property Name: 655 Pulaski Street (aka 655-657 Brunswick Avenue) 
Street Address: Street #: 655        Apartment #:               

(Low) (High) (Low) (High)

Prefix:       Street Name: Pulaski Suffix:       Type: ST 

County(s): Union Zip Code: 07202 
Municipality(s): Elizabeth City Block(s): 4

Local Place Name(s): Elizabeth Lot(s): 298
Ownership: Private USGS Quad(s): Elizabeth, NJ 

Description:

See Building Attachment 

National Historic 
Landmark: SHPO Opinion:       

Registration and 
Status Dates: 

National Register:       Local Designation:       

New Jersey Register:       Other Designation:       

Determination of Eligibility:       Other Designation Date:       

Photograph:  655 Pulaski Street, View North 



New Jersey Department of Environmental Protection 
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BASE FORM       Historic Sites #: 

Survey Name: Goethals Bridge Replacement Date:
December 28, 
2007

Surveyor: Deborah Van Steen, Preparer 
Organization: The Louis Berger Group, Inc. 

Location Map: Site Map: 

Bibliography/Sources:   
City of Elizabeth Tax Assessors Office. 
Map of Property Belonging to Max Fern and Company, Elizabeth, NJ. Filed October 27, 1908. 
Sanborn Fire Insurance Maps. City of Elizabeth, New Jersey. 1923, 1950 and 1951. 
Union County Deeds.  On file at the Union County Court House, Property Records.
Additional Information:  N/A

More Research Needed? Yes No

INTENSIVE LEVEL USE ONLY 
Attachments Included: Building Structure Object Bridge

Landscape Industry
Within Historic District? Yes No

Status:  Key-Contributing Contributing Non-Contributing
Associated Archaeological Site/Deposit? Yes
(Known or potential Sites – if yes, please describe briefly) 
      

USGS Elizabeth, NJ Quadrangle

655 Pulaski Street 



New Jersey Department of Environmental Protection 
Historic Preservation Office          Page 3  

BUILDING ATTACHMENT     Historic Sites #: 

Survey Name: Goethals Bridge Replacement Date:
December 28, 
2007

Surveyor: Deborah Van Steen, Preparer 
Organization: The Louis Berger Group, Inc. 

Common Name: 655 Pulaski Street 
Historic Name: 655-657 Brunswick Avenue 

Present Use: Residential, Permanent   
Historic Use: Residential, Permanent  

Construction Date: 1924 Source: Tax Assessor, Sanborn Maps, Deed Research 
Alteration Date(s): N/A Source: N/A

Designer: Unknown Physical Condition: Good
Builder: Unknown Remaining Historic Fabric: Medium

Style: Colonial Revival 
Form: Other Stories: 2.5
Type: Other Bays: 3

Roof Finish Materials: Asphalt shingle 
Exterior Finish Materials Aluminum siding 

Exterior Description:  The building at 655 Pulaski Street is a Colonial Revival style dwelling, two-and-one-half 
stories in height and three bays wide, capped with a hipped-roof.  The roof has overhanging eaves and a front-
facing hipped-roof dormer.  A brick corbelled chimney pierces the asphalt-shingle roof. The house is set on a 
rock-faced concrete-block foundation and is clad with aluminum siding.  A two-story three-sided bay is centered 
on the south elevation.  The house has six-over-one wood windows on the first story and one-over-one vinyl 
replacement windows on the second story.  

Interior Description:  N/A

Setting:   
The property at 655 Pulaski Street is a level city lot located on the northwest side of the street in a residential area 
near Bayway.  The driveway is sited on the southwest side of the house.   



New Jersey Department of Environmental Protection 
Historic Preservation Office          Page 4  

ELIGIBILITY WORKSHEET     Historic Sites #: 

Survey Name: Goethals Bridge Replacement Date:
December 28, 
2007

Surveyor: Deborah Van Steen, Preparer 
Organization: The Louis Berger Group, Inc. 

History:  Documentary evidence suggests that the house at 663 Pulaski Street was constructed in 1924.  The 
property was part of land owned by real estate developer, Max Fern.  The property is shown as lot Block B, Lot 14 
on the Map of Property Belonging to Max Fern and Company, filed in 1908; however it remained undeveloped 
until the 1920s and is not depicted on the 1923 Sanborn Map.  Two adjacent lots, Lots 14 and 16 were acquired 
by Economy Realty Company and conveyed to Frank Wallace, William Clifford and their spouses in 1919.  In 
1923, Frank Wallace and his wife, Mabel, sold the property to Anna and Frank Baron.  The property was sold by 
their daughter, Adele Berkowski (Borkowski) and Joan Medlock in 1984 to Robert Boeda, Jayne Bieda Richmond, 
and Mathew P. Bieda and his wife, Mary.  In 1991, they conveyed the premises to Felix and Olga Hernandez.  In 
2003, the property was purchased by Carlos A. Rodriquez and conveyed to Melvin and Elsa Rodriguez in 2006. 

Significance:  The dwelling at 655 Pulaski Street is representative of Colonial Revival style houses constructed 
during the early twentieth century.  The property has no known historical significance.

Eligibility for New Jersey 
and National Registers:  Yes  No 

National 
Register Criteria:  A  B  C  D 

Level of Significance  Local  State  National  

Justification of Eligibility/Ineligibility: The dwelling at 655 Pulaski Street in Elizabeth does not appear to meet 
National Register eligibility criteria.  The property is not related to significant historic trends, events, or persons 
(Criteria A and B).  Built 1924, the house at 655 Pulaski Street does not represent a distinctive example of its 
type, nor does it represent the work of a master, or possess high artistic values (Criterion C).  This dwelling also 
lacks integrity, which has been diminished with the addition of replacement siding and several replacement 
windows.  The property at 655 Pulaski Street is unlikely to provide information important to our understanding of 
history (Criterion D).  

For Historic Districts Only: 
Property Count: Key Contributing:       Contributing:       Non Contributing:       

For Individual Properties Only: 
     List the completed attachments related to the property’s significance: 

      

Narrative Boundary Description:  The property at 655 Pulaski Street is bounded by the exterior lot lines of 
Block 4, Lot 298 in Elizabeth.  It is bounded to the southeast by Pulaski Street. 
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BASE FORM       Historic Sites #: 

Survey Name: Goethals Bridge Replacement Date:
December 28, 
2007

Surveyor: Deborah Van Steen, Preparer 
Organization: The Louis Berger Group, Inc. 

Property Name: 653 Pulaski Street (aka Brunswick Avenue) 
Street Address: Street #: 653        Apartment #:               

(Low) (High) (Low) (High)

Prefix:       Street Name: Pulaski Suffix:       Type: ST 

County(s): Union Zip Code: 07202 
Municipality(s): Elizabeth City Block(s): 4

Local Place Name(s): Elizabeth Lot(s): 297
Ownership: Private USGS Quad(s): Elizabeth, NJ 

Description:

See building attachment 

National Historic 
Landmark: SHPO Opinion:       

Registration and 
Status Dates: 

National Register:       Local Designation:       

New Jersey Register:       Other Designation:       

Determination of Eligibility:       Other Designation Date:       

Photograph:  653 Pulaski Street, View Northwest 
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BASE FORM       Historic Sites #: 

Survey Name: Goethals Bridge Replacement Date:
December 28, 
2007

Surveyor: Deborah Van Steen, Preparer 
Organization: The Louis Berger Group, Inc. 

Location Map: Site Map: 

Bibliography/Sources:   
City of Elizabeth Tax Assessors Office. 
Map of Property Belonging to Max Fern and Company, Elizabeth, NJ. Filed October 27, 1908. 
Sanborn Fire Insurance Maps. City of Elizabeth, New Jersey. 1923, 1950 and 1951. 
Union County Deeds.  On file at the Union County Court House, Property Records.
Additional Information:  N/A

More Research Needed? Yes No

INTENSIVE LEVEL USE ONLY 
Attachments Included: Building Structure Object Bridge

Landscape Industry
Within Historic District? Yes No

Status:  Key-Contributing Contributing Non-Contributing
Associated Archaeological Site/Deposit? Yes
(Known or potential Sites – if yes, please describe briefly) 
      

USGS Elizabeth, NJ Quadrangle

653 Pulaski Street 

House 

Garage
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BUILDING ATTACHMENT     Historic Sites #: 

Survey Name: Goethals Bridge Replacement Date:
December 28, 
2007

Surveyor: Deborah Van Steen, Preparer 
Organization: The Louis Berger Group, Inc. 

Common Name: House, 653 Pulaski Street 
Historic Name: Unknown 

Present Use: Residential, Permanent   
Historic Use: Residential, Permanent  

Construction Date: 1923 Source: Tax Assessor, Sanborn Map, Deed Research 
Alteration Date(s): N/A Source: N/A

Designer: Unknown Physical Condition: Good
Builder: Unknown Remaining Historic Fabric: Medium

Style: Colonial Revival 
Form: Bungalow Stories: 1.5
Type: Other Bays: 2

Roof Finish Materials: Asphalt shingle 
Exterior Finish Materials Vinyl siding 

Exterior Description: The house at 653 Pulaski Street is a one-and-a-half-story wood-frame dwelling, two bays 
wide.  The hipped-roof is sheathed with asphalt shingles and features wide eaves and an aluminum cornice.  It is 
clad with vinyl siding simulated to appear as hand-split cedar shakes and has a parged foundation.  Large hipped-
roof dormers with kicked eaves adorn both the facade and northeast and southwest side elevations.  Each of the 
dormers contains paired one-over-one wood-sash windows.  Windows throughout the house are one-over-one 
aluminum.  The main façade features a side entry with a modern wood panel door and a grouped set of four 
aluminum casement windows.  The entrance is accessed by brick stairs and stoop with a wrought iron railing.

Interior Description:  N/A

Setting:  The property at 653 Pulaski Street is located on the northwest side of Pulaski Street on a level lot in a 
residential area.  A driveway stands to the northeast side of the house. The house is fronted with foundation 
plantings and mature trees. The garage stands to the west behind the house.  



New Jersey Department of Environmental Protection 
Historic Preservation Office          Page 4  

BUILDING ATTACHMENT     Historic Sites #: 

Survey Name: Goethals Bridge Replacement Date:
December 28, 
2007

Surveyor: Deborah Van Steen, Preparer 
Organization: The Louis Berger Group, Inc. 

Common Name: Garage, 653 Pulaski Street 
Historic Name: Unknown 

Present Use: No Activity  
Historic Use: No Activity  

Construction Date: c. 1923 Source: Sanborn Map 
Alteration Date(s): Late 20th c. Source: Stylistic and material evidence 

Designer: Unknown Physical Condition: Good
Builder: Unknown Remaining Historic Fabric: Medium

Style: None 
Form: Gable Front Stories: 1
Type: Garage Bays: 1

Roof Finish Materials: Asphalt shingle 
Exterior Finish Materials Brick, Running Bond 

Exterior Description: The one-story brick garage stands to the west behind the house.  The garage features 
stretcher-bond brick walling, a gable-front roof with asphalt shingles, and an off-center overhead roll aluminum 
garage door.  Aluminum siding covers the gable peak.  The building is first depicted in the location of the garage 
on the 1923 Sanborn map.  The garage has been remodeled or rebuilt with modern materials.

Interior Description:  N/A

Setting:  The property at 653 Pulaski Street is located on the northwest side of Pulaski Street on a level lot in a 
residential area.  A driveway leading to the garage stands to the northeast side of the house. 
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ELIGIBILITY WORKSHEET     Historic Sites #: 

Survey Name: Goethals Bridge Replacement Date:
December 28, 
2007

Surveyor: Deborah Van Steen, Preparer 
Organization: The Louis Berger Group, Inc. 

History:  Documentary evidence suggests that the house at 663 Pulaski Street was constructed in 1924.  The 
property was part of land owned by real estate developer, Max Fern.  The property is shown as lot Block B, Lot 16 
and lot 18 on the Map of Property Belonging to Max Fern and Company filed in 1908.  However this property 
remained undeveloped until the 1920s.  By 1919, several lots on the block were acquired by the Economy Realty 
Company.  A house and garage at this location are first depicted on the 1923 Sanborn map and may be part of 
the property purchased by Frank and Clifford Wallace and their spouses in 1919.  The property remained in the 
family and was later sold separately.  The property was subsequently conveyed to Stephanie Koziol.  The Koziol 
family has owned the property for many years. 

Significance:  The property at 653 Pulaski Street is a typical vernacular dwelling, constructed in 1923.  This 
modest house lacks embellishment and its integrity has been diminished with the synthetic siding and 
replacement windows.  

Eligibility for New Jersey 
and National Registers:  Yes  No 

National 
Register Criteria:  A  B  C  D 

Level of Significance  Local  State  National  

Justification of Eligibility/Ineligibility:  The dwelling at 653 Pulaski Street in Elizabeth does not appear to meet 
National Register eligibility criteria.  The property is not related to significant historic trends, events, or persons 
(Criteria A and B).  Built 1923, the house at 653 Pulaski Street does not represent any distinctive characteristics 
of the period, nor does it represent the work of a master, or possess high artistic values (Criterion C).  The 
property at 653 Pulaski Street is unlikely to provide information important to our understanding of history (Criterion 
D).

For Historic Districts Only: 
Property Count: Key Contributing:       Contributing:       Non Contributing:       

For Individual Properties Only: 
     List the completed attachments related to the property’s significance: 

Narrative Boundary Description: The property is located at 653 Pulaski Street in Elizabeth, Union County. It is 
associated with block 4 lot 297.  It is bounded to the southeast by Pulaski Street. 
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CONTINUATION SHEET     Historic Sites #: 

Survey Name: Goethals Bridge Replacement Date:
December 28, 
2007

Surveyor: Deborah Van Steen, Preparer 
Organization: The Louis Berger Group, Inc. 

653 Pulaski Street, View North 

Garage 653 Pulaski Street, View North 
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BASE FORM       Historic Sites #: 

Survey Name: Goethals Bridge Replacement Date:
December 28, 
2007

Surveyor: Deborah Van Steen, Preparer 
Organization: The Louis Berger Group, Inc. 

Property Name: 501 Richmond Street 
Street Address: Street #: 501        Apartment #:               

(Low) (High) (Low) (High)

Prefix:       Street Name: Richmond Suffix:       Type: ST 

County(s): Union Zip Code: 07202 
Municipality(s): Elizabeth City Block(s): 4

Local Place Name(s): Elizabeth Lot(s): 1280.A
Ownership: Private USGS Quad(s): Elizabeth, NJ 

Description:

See Building Attachment 

National Historic 
Landmark: SHPO Opinion:       

Registration and 
Status Dates: 

National Register:       Local Designation:       

New Jersey Register:       Other Designation:       

Determination of Eligibility:       Other Designation Date:       

Photograph:  501 Richmond Street, View North 



New Jersey Department of Environmental Protection 
Historic Preservation Office          Page 2  

BASE FORM       Historic Sites #: 

Survey Name: Goethals Bridge Replacement Date:
December 28, 
2007

Surveyor: Deborah Van Steen, Preparer 
Organization: The Louis Berger Group, Inc. 

Location Map: Site Map: 

Bibliography/Sources:   
City of Elizabeth Tax Assessors Office. 
Sanborn Fire Insurance Maps. City of Elizabeth, New Jersey. 1923, 1950 and 1951. 
Union County Deeds.  On file at the Union County Court House, Property Records.

Additional Information:  N/A

More Research Needed? Yes No

INTENSIVE LEVEL USE ONLY 
Attachments Included: Building Structure Object Bridge

Landscape Industry
Within Historic District? Yes No

Status:  Key-Contributing Contributing Non-Contributing
Associated Archaeological Site/Deposit? Yes
(Known or potential Sites – if yes, please describe briefly) 
      

USGS Elizabeth, NJ Quadrangle

501 Richmond Street 
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BUILDING ATTACHMENT     Historic Sites #: 

Survey Name: Goethals Bridge Replacement Date:
December 28, 
2007

Surveyor: Deborah Van Steen, Preparer 
Organization: The Louis Berger Group, Inc. 

Common Name: 501 Richmond Street 
Historic Name: Unknown 

Present Use: Residential, Permanent   
Historic Use: Residential, Permanent  

Construction Date: c. 1957 Source: Tax Assessor, Sanborn Map, Current Owner 
Alteration Date(s): N/A Source: N/A

Designer: Unknown Physical Condition: Good
Builder: Remaining Historic Fabric: Medium

Style: Other, Modern Traditional 
Form: Other Stories: 1.5
Type: Other Bays: 3

Roof Finish Materials: Asphalt shingle 
Exterior Finish Materials Brick, Running Bond 

Exterior Description:  The building at 501 Richmond Street is a wood-frame dwelling, one-and-one-half stories 
high and three bays wide with a cross gable roof.  The rear elevation features a shed-roof two-bay dormer 
covered with vinyl siding.  An exterior-end brick half-shouldered chimney rises along the southeast elevation.  
Stretcher-bond brick covers the front façade, the side and rear elevations are clad with wood shakes, and the 
front gable is clad with aluminum siding.  The main entrance possesses a wood slab door with upper lights in the 
projecting front-gable and is protected by a metal hood supported by decorative metal posts.  This front-gable 
section also contains a basement-level roll-up garage door and a triple one-over-one aluminum window with a 
brick rowlock sill.  The front façade, facing Richmond Street, also features a tripartite window with two-over-two 
horizontal wood-sash windows flanking a one-light fixed window with a continuous brick rowlock sill.  In addition to 
the one-over-one and Chicago-style windows, the house contains several one-by-one sliding aluminum units.  
Other architectural features of the dwelling include metal awnings on the façade, overhanging eaves, and a boxed 
aluminum-clad cornice.  The house has a stuccoed foundation.   

According to a resident, the house at 501 Richmond Avenue was moved to its current location when Interchange 
13 of the New Jersey Turnpike was constructed. 

Interior Description:  N/A

Setting:  The property at 501 Richmond Street is located at the north corner of Richmond and Pulaski Streets in 
an area that consists of residences, a school, and the Polish Club.  Mattano Park is at the end of Pulaski Street.  
Facing southwest, this dwelling is sited on a level grassy lot, and a concrete driveway leads to the house.  The 
house is fronted with foundation plantings and the property is dotted with a few trees and shrubs.



New Jersey Department of Environmental Protection 
Historic Preservation Office          Page 4  

ELIGIBILITY WORKSHEET     Historic Sites #: 

Survey Name: Goethals Bridge Replacement Date:
December 28, 
2007

Surveyor: Deborah Van Steen, Preparer 
Organization: The Louis Berger Group, Inc. 

History:  The properties at the southeast end of this block were undeveloped in 1951.  Halloran School, in the 
next block, was constructed in the area in 1950.  During the same period the New Jersey Turnpike was under 
construction nearby.  Although the date of construction on file with City of Elizabeth Tax Assessors Office is listed 
as 1957, according to a resident, the house at 501 Richmond Avenue was moved to its current location when 
Interchange 13 of the New Jersey Turnpike was constructed.  The property has been owned for many years by 
the Zamorski family. 
 

Significance:  The property at 501 Richmond Street is typical of mid-twentieth century dwellings.  The property 
has no known historic association.  The house was reportedly moved from its original site.

Eligibility for New Jersey 
and National Registers:  Yes  No 

National 
Register Criteria:  A  B  C  D 

Level of Significance  Local  State  National  

Justification of Eligibility/Ineligibility:  The dwelling at 501 Richmond Street in Elizabeth does not appear to 
meet National Register eligibility criteria.  The property is not related to significant historic trends, events, or 
persons (Criteria A and B).  Built circa 1957, the house at 501 Richmond Street does not represent any distinctive 
characteristics of the period, nor does it represent the work of a master, or possess high artistic values (Criterion 
C).  The property at 501 Richmond Street is unlikely to provide information important to our understanding of 
history (Criterion D).

For Historic Districts Only: 
Property Count: Key Contributing:       Contributing:       Non Contributing:       

For Individual Properties Only: 
     List the completed attachments related to the property’s significance: 

      

Narrative Boundary Description:
The property at 501 Richmond Street is bounded by the exterior lot lines of Block 4, Lot 1280.A in Elizabeth.  It is 
located at the north corner of Richmond Street and Pulaski Street.   
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CONTINUATION SHEET     Historic Sites #: 

Survey Name: Goethals Bridge Replacement Date:
December 28, 
2007

Surveyor: Deborah Van Steen, Preparer 
Organization: The Louis Berger Group, Inc. 

501 Richmond Street, View Northeast 

501 Richmond Street, View Southwest 
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BASE FORM       Historic Sites #: 

Survey Name: Goethals Bridge Replacement Date:
December 28, 
2007

Surveyor: Deborah Van Steen, Preparer 
Organization: The Louis Berger Group, Inc. 

Property Name: 641 Pulaski Street 
Street Address: Street #: 641        Apartment #:               

(Low) (High) (Low) (High)

Prefix:       Street Name: Richmond Suffix:       Type: ST 

County(s): Union Zip Code: 07202 
Municipality(s): Elizabeth City Block(s): 4

Local Place Name(s): Elizabeth Lot(s): 294.K
Ownership: Private USGS Quad(s): Elizabeth, NJ 

Description:

See Building Attachment 

National Historic 
Landmark: SHPO Opinion:       

Registration and 
Status Dates: 

National Register:       Local Designation:       

New Jersey Register:       Other Designation:       

Determination of Eligibility:       Other Designation Date:       

Photograph:  641 Pulaski Street, View Northwest 



New Jersey Department of Environmental Protection 
Historic Preservation Office          Page 2  

BASE FORM       Historic Sites #: 

Survey Name: Goethals Bridge Replacement Date:
December 28, 
2007

Surveyor: Deborah Van Steen, Preparer 
Organization: The Louis Berger Group, Inc. 

Location Map: Site Map: 

Bibliography/Sources:   
City of Elizabeth Tax Assessors Office. 
Sanborn Fire Insurance Maps. City of Elizabeth, New Jersey. 1923, 1950 and 1951. 
Union County Deeds.  On file at the Union County Court House, Property Records.

Additional Information:  N/A

More Research Needed? Yes No

INTENSIVE LEVEL USE ONLY 
Attachments Included: Building Structure Object Bridge

Landscape Industry
Within Historic District? Yes No

Status:  Key-Contributing Contributing Non-Contributing
Associated Archaeological Site/Deposit? Yes
(Known or potential Sites – if yes, please describe briefly) 

USGS Elizabeth, NJ Quadrangle

641 Pulaski Street 
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BUILDING ATTACHMENT     Historic Sites #: 

Survey Name: Goethals Bridge Replacement Date:
December 28, 
2007

Surveyor: Deborah Van Steen, Preparer 
Organization: The Louis Berger Group, Inc. 

Common Name: 641 Pulaski Street 
Historic Name: Unknown 

Present Use: Residential, Permanent   
Historic Use: Residential, Permanent  

Construction Date: 1957 Source: Tax Assessor, Sanborn Map 
Alteration Date(s): N/A Source: N/A

Designer: Unknown Physical Condition: Good
Builder: Remaining Historic Fabric: Medium

Style: Other, Modern Traditional 
Form: Ranch Stories: 1
Type: Other Bays: 4

Roof Finish Materials: Asphalt shingle 
Exterior Finish Materials Brick, Running Bond 

Exterior Description:  The building at 641 Pulaski Street is a single-story, rectangular plan Ranch style dwelling, 
four bays wide, with a gable roof.  Most of the windows are one-over-one double hung sash.  A tripartite picture 
window dominates the southwest side of the front façade.  The primary entrance has a single-leaf door, accessed 
by brick steps with iron railings.  A lattice sided carport is at the southwest façade. 

Interior Description:  N/A

Setting:  The property at 641 Pulaski Street is located at the northwest side of the street in an area that consists 
of residences, a school, and the Polish Club.  Mattano Park is at the end of Pulaski Street.  Facing southwest, this 
dwelling is sited on a level grassy lot.  The house is fronted with foundation plantings, a mature tree is located at 
near the road. 



New Jersey Department of Environmental Protection 
Historic Preservation Office          Page 4  

ELIGIBILITY WORKSHEET     Historic Sites #: 

Survey Name: Goethals Bridge Replacement Date:
December 28, 
2007

Surveyor: Deborah Van Steen, Preparer 
Organization: The Louis Berger Group, Inc. 

History:  The properties at the southeast end of this block were undeveloped in 1951.  Halloran School, in the 
next block, was constructed in the area in 1950.  During the same period the New Jersey Turnpike was under 
construction nearby.  The house, which was constructed in 1957, has been owned by Sophie Lyszczasz for many 
years.
 

Significance:  The property at 641 Pulaski Street is typical of mid-twentieth century Ranch style dwellings.  The 
property has no known historic association.  

Eligibility for New Jersey 
and National Registers:  Yes  No 

National 
Register Criteria:  A  B  C  D 

Level of Significance  Local  State  National  

Justification of Eligibility/Ineligibility:  The dwelling at 641 Pulaski Street in Elizabeth does not appear to meet 
National Register eligibility criteria.  The property is not related to significant historic trends, events, or persons 
(Criteria A and B).  Built in 1957, the house at 641 Pulaski Street does not represent distinctive characteristics of 
the period, nor does it represent the work of a master, or possess high artistic values (Criterion C).  The property 
at 641 Pulaski Street is unlikely to provide information important to our understanding of history (Criterion D).

For Historic Districts Only: 
Property Count: Key Contributing:       Contributing:       Non Contributing:       

For Individual Properties Only: 
     List the completed attachments related to the property’s significance: 

      

Narrative Boundary Description:
The property at 641 Pulaski Street is bounded by the exterior lot lines of Block 4, Lot 294.K in Elizabeth.   



New Jersey Department of Environmental Protection 
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BASE FORM       Historic Sites #: 

Survey Name: Goethals Bridge Replacement Date:
December 28, 
2007

Surveyor: Deborah Van Steen, Preparer 
Organization: The Louis Berger Group, Inc. 

Property Name: 637 Pulaski Street 
Street Address: Street #: 641        Apartment #:               

(Low) (High) (Low) (High)

Prefix:       Street Name: Richmond Suffix:       Type: ST 

County(s): Union Zip Code: 07202 
Municipality(s): Elizabeth City Block(s): 4

Local Place Name(s): Elizabeth Lot(s): 294.J
Ownership: Private USGS Quad(s): Elizabeth, NJ 

Description:

See Building Attachment 

National Historic 
Landmark: SHPO Opinion:       

Registration and 
Status Dates: 

National Register:       Local Designation:       

New Jersey Register:       Other Designation:       

Determination of Eligibility:       Other Designation Date:       

Photograph:  637 Pulaski Street, View Northwest 
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BASE FORM       Historic Sites #: 

Survey Name: Goethals Bridge Replacement Date:
December 28, 
2007

Surveyor: Deborah Van Steen, Preparer 
Organization: The Louis Berger Group, Inc. 

Location Map: Site Map: 

Bibliography/Sources:   
City of Elizabeth Tax Assessors Office. 
Sanborn Fire Insurance Maps. City of Elizabeth, New Jersey. 1923, 1950 and 1951. 
Union County Deeds.  On file at the Union County Court House, Property Records.

Additional Information:  N/A

More Research Needed? Yes No

INTENSIVE LEVEL USE ONLY 
Attachments Included: Building Structure Object Bridge

Landscape Industry
Within Historic District? Yes No

Status:  Key-Contributing Contributing Non-Contributing
Associated Archaeological Site/Deposit? Yes
(Known or potential Sites – if yes, please describe briefly) 

USGS Elizabeth, NJ Quadrangle

637 Pulaski Street 
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BUILDING ATTACHMENT     Historic Sites #: 

Survey Name: Goethals Bridge Replacement Date:
December 28, 
2007

Surveyor: Deborah Van Steen, Preparer 
Organization: The Louis Berger Group, Inc. 

Common Name: 637 Pulaski Street 
Historic Name: Unknown 

Present Use: Residential, Permanent   
Historic Use: Residential, Permanent  

Construction Date: 1957 Source: Tax Assessor, Sanborn Map 
Alteration Date(s): N/A Source: N/A

Designer: Unknown Physical Condition: Good
Builder: Remaining Historic Fabric: Medium

Style: Other, Modern Traditional 
Form: Other Stories: 1.5
Type: Other Bays: 3

Roof Finish Materials: Asphalt shingle 
Exterior Finish Materials Brick, Running Bond 

Exterior Description:  The building at 637 Pulaski Street is a one-and-one-half-story dwelling, three bays wide, 
with a gable roof.  The front façade is dominated by a projecting cross gable wall.  A front-facing gable dormer 
pierces the main roof.  Most of the windows are one-over-one double hung sash, with paired windows at the front 
facade.  The primary entrance, located at the gable wall, is flanked by paired windows and a tripartite picture 
window.  The entrance has a single-leaf door with an aluminum portico supported by decorative iron posts.  It is 
accessed by brick steps with iron railings.  The driveway extends along the northeast side of the property. 

Interior Description:  N/A

Setting:  The property at 637 Pulaski Street is located at the northwest side of the street in an area that consists 
of residences, a school, and the Polish Club.  Mattano Park is at the end of Pulaski Street.  Facing southwest, this 
dwelling is sited on a level grassy lot.  The house is fronted with foundation plantings.
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ELIGIBILITY WORKSHEET     Historic Sites #: 

Survey Name: Goethals Bridge Replacement Date:
December 28, 
2007

Surveyor: Deborah Van Steen, Preparer 
Organization: The Louis Berger Group, Inc. 

History:  The properties at the southeast end of this block were undeveloped in 1951.  Halloran School, in the 
next block, was constructed in the area in 1950.  During the same period the New Jersey Turnpike was under 
construction nearby.  The house, which was constructed in 1957, was recently purchased by Walter Guzman. 
 

Significance:  The property at 637 Pulaski Street is typical of mid-twentieth century dwellings.  The property has 
no known historic association.  

Eligibility for New Jersey 
and National Registers:  Yes  No 

National 
Register Criteria:  A  B  C  D 

Level of Significance  Local  State  National  

Justification of Eligibility/Ineligibility:  The dwelling at 637 Pulaski Street in Elizabeth does not appear to meet 
National Register eligibility criteria.  The property is not related to significant historic trends, events, or persons 
(Criteria A and B).  Built in 1957, the house at 637 Pulaski Street does not represent distinctive characteristics of 
the period, nor does it represent the work of a master, or possess high artistic values (Criterion C).  The property 
at 637 Pulaski Street is unlikely to provide information important to our understanding of history (Criterion D).

For Historic Districts Only: 
Property Count: Key Contributing:       Contributing:       Non Contributing:       

For Individual Properties Only: 
     List the completed attachments related to the property’s significance: 

      

Narrative Boundary Description:
The property at 637 Pulaski Street is bounded by the exterior lot lines of Block 4, Lot 294.J in Elizabeth.   



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

APPENDIX BC – 

RESUMES OF KEY PERSONNEL 

 



DEBORAH VAN STEEN 
The Louis Berger Group, Inc. 

Architectural Historian 

EDUCATION 
 
# M.S., Historic Preservation, Columbia University, 2003.  Concentration in History. 
# B.A., magna cum laude, Liberal Studies: History and Design, minor in Business, Pace University, 

1998. 
# Certificate, Interior Design, Pace University, 1998. 
 
AWARDS 
 
# Columbia University Historic Preservation Program, Outstanding Thesis Award, 2003.  For The 

Architecture of Calvin Pollard (1797-1850). 
# Columbia University Preservation Alumni, Inc., The Cleo and James Marston Fitch Thesis Grant, 

2002. 
 
PROFESSIONAL AFFILIATIONS 
 
# National Trust for Historic Preservation, Forum 
# Society of Architectural Historians 
# Association for Preservation Technology 
# Preservation Alumni, Columbia University 
# Preservation League of New York State 
# Connecticut Trust for Historic Preservation 
# Preservation New Jersey 
# Village of Ossining Historic Review Commission, 2000-Present. 
# Ossining Historical Society Museum, 1997-Present.  President, 2003-2006 Vice President 2006-

Present; Board of Trustees, 1997-Present. 
 
PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE 
 
Ms. Van Steen joined The Louis Berger Group, Inc., as an Architectural Historian in 2007.  She possesses 
seven years professional experience in providing an array of cultural resource management services to 
transportation agencies and municipal governments.  As a consultant she has provided historic 
preservation services for federal and state-funded transportation projects in New York and New Jersey in 
compliance with Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, the National 
Environmental Policy Act of 1969, Section 14.09 of the New York State Historic Preservation Act of 
1980, and New York’s State Environmental Quality Review Act.  These undertakings have ranged from 
small rehabilitation planning projects to large corridor studies and have required the documentation and 
evaluation of a wide variety of historic properties, including college campus, transportation, residential, 
agricultural, urban, and rural properties.  She has managed architectural and cultural resource 
identification surveys and historic research, conducted determination of eligibility and project effects and 
impacts analyses, prepared project documentation, and HABS/HAER narrative reports.  In addition, while 
serving on the Ossining Historical Society Museum’s Board of Trustees, Ms. Van Steen wrote and 
administered several historic preservation grants for the conservation treatment of historic objects and 
buildings and a historic landscape report.  She has also prepared educational materials, brochures, and 
pamphlets. 
 
Since joining Berger in 2007, Ms. Van Steen’s major projects have included the following. 
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# Cultural Resource Services, Lehman College New Science Facility, Environmental Review, 
Bronx, New York.  Evaluating National Register eligibility and potential impacts for historic 
architectural resources adjacent to the proposed science building at Lehman College with 
emphasis on survey and evaluation of the (20th century) college campus buildings.  For the 
Dormitory Authority of the State of New York. 

 
# Cultural Resource Services, Second Avenue Subway, Phase 1, New York, New York.

Evaluating for National Register eligibility historic architectural resources adjacent to the 
proposed station locations for Second Avenue Subway, from East 63rd to East 99th Streets.  For 
New York City Transit. 

 
# Cultural Resource Services, NJ Turnpike Widening Interchange 6-8A, Phase 1, Burlington, 

Mercer, and Middlesex Counties, New Jersey. Evaluating National Register eligibility and 
potential impacts for historic architectural resources and historic corridors adjacent to and/or that 
cross the NJ Turnpike in the area between Exits 6 and 8A.  For The New Jersey Turnpike 
Authority. 

 
# Cultural Resource Services, Sentinel Pipeline Expansion Project, Cultural Resource Survey, 

New Jersey. Evaluating National Register eligibility and potential impacts for historic 
architectural resources adjacent to the proposed metering station locations and pipeline expansion 
for the Sentinel Pipeline in Bergen, Burlington, Mercer, Middlesex, Somerset, and Union 
counties.  For Transcontinental Gas Pipe Line Corporation. 

 
# Cultural Resource Constraints Technical Memo, Dinky Right-of-Way Route 1 BRT Project, 

Princeton Township, Princeton Borough, and West Windsor Township, Mercer County, 
New Jersey.  Provided a summary of the potential cultural resource constraints identified within 
the Dinky right-of-way project area of the proposed Route 1 Bus Rapid Transit Project.  
Conducted field reconnaissance of historic architectural resources adjacent to the proposed BRT 
right-of-way.  For New Jersey Transit.

 
PREVIOUS PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE 

Architectural Historian, Lynn Drobbin & Associates, Pelham, New York. Managed and conducted 
historic preservation compliance studies for federal- and state-funded rail transportation projects in New 
York, New Jersey, and Pennsylvania.  Prepared historic architectural resource background studies and 
effects assessments in compliance with federal and state historic preservation regulations.  Identified and 
documented buildings, objects, structures, and districts as part of National and State Register eligibility 
determinations.  Prepared HABS/HAER documentations.  Selected projects included the following. 

# Northern Branch Corridor Rail Project, New Jersey.  Prepared Draft Environmental Impact 
Statement (DEIS) historic resource analysis and effects assessment.  For New Jersey Transit. 

 
# Metro-North Railroad Stations Assessment Project, Westchester, Bronx, and Dutchess 

counties, New York.  Identified and documented historic features of five railroad stations. For 
Metro-North Railroad, Metropolitan Transit Authority. 

 
# Monmouth-Ocean-Middlesex Counties Rail Corridor Study, New Jersey.  Historic resource 

survey and eligibility analysis and preparation of DEIS chapters for planned restoration of rail 
service.  For New Jersey Transit. 
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# Poughkeepsie Station Improvement Project, Dutchess County, New York.  Historic resource 
and effects analysis for Section 106 compliance review of historic rail station listed in the 
National Register.  For Metro-North Railroad, Metropolitan Transit Authority. 

 
# East 180th Street Station Rehabilitation, New York, New York.  Impacts analysis for 

rehabilitation of historic rail station listed in the National Register and adjacent subway station.  
For the New York City Transit, Metropolitan Transit Authority. 

# West Trenton Passenger Line Restoration, Mercer County, New Jersey.  Historic resource 
survey and eligibility analysis for proposed restoration of rail service.  For New Jersey Transit. 

 
# Park Avenue Bridge Replacement Project, New York, New York.  Historic research and 

documentation for historic bridge replacement and preparation of HAER report.  For Metro-North 
Railroad, Metropolitan Transit Authority. 

 
# Lower Hack Vertical Lift Bridge Rehabilitation Project, Jersey City, New Jersey.  Effects 

assessment for rehabilitation of historic concrete and steel lift bridge.  For New Jersey Transit. 
 
# Pelham Station Adaptive Reuse Project, Pelham, New York.  Assessment of project impacts 

for proposed alterations and improvements to historic railroad station.  For Metro-North Railroad, 
Metropolitan Transit Authority. 

 
# Lackawanna Cutoff Passenger Restoration Project, New Jersey and Pennsylvania. Field 

survey and historic resource eligibility analysis for proposed restoration of rail service.  For New 
Jersey Transit. 

 
Historian & Historic Preservation Consultant, Ossining, New York. Provided research on local 
properties through local land records, historic maps, newspapers, census records, photographs, early tax 
records and genealogical information.  Clients included Charles Lockwood, author of Bricks and 
Brownstone, expert and consultant on restoration of historic townhouse facades and interiors. 
 
Teaching Assistant, Columbia University Graduate School of Architecture, Planning and 
Preservation.  Assisted professor teaching “Architectural History Before 1876” graduate class.  Planned 
and organized Lower Hudson Valley architectural field study. 

Graduate Intern, Historic Districts Council (HDC), New York, New York.  Researched and wrote 
additional text for new edition of Historic Districts Council’s (New York City historic preservation 
advocacy agency) publication Creating an Historic District.  Updated Certification of Appropriateness 
database.  Previewed historic district applications prior to submittal for NYC Landmarks Preservation 
Commission review. 
 
Program Development Assistant, Ossining Heritage Area Tourism Committee, Ossining, New 
York.  Partnered with Village and Town of Ossining to develop tourism initiative at Sing Sing Prison 
encompassing the riverfront, the downtown New York State Heritage Area, and historic portions of the 
downtown as portion of viable economic development plan.  Plan proposed establishment of a museum 
facility at the prison in the original cell block (built 1825-1828) and former power plant. 
 
Economic Development Assistant, The Alliance for Downtown Ossining (ADO), Ossining, New 
York.  Organized and facilitated informational program emphasizing the benefits of historic preservation 
as a municipal economic revitalization tool.  Identified historic preservation components of economic 
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development plan including historic districts, levels of preservation, sympathetic renovation, and historic 
building adaptive reuse.  Outlined aesthetic and developmental aspects of the Crescent, Ossining’s 
historic downtown area listed on the National Register.  Produced educational brochure on Ossining’s 
historic districts and buildings.  Represented the ADO as advocate for economic growth, historic 
preservation and increased pedestrian presence in the central business district. 
 
PAPERS AND PRESENTATIONS 
 
# “Early Chilmark Park” House & Garden Tour.  Organized event, wrote tour booklet, and 

conducted tours.  Ossining, New York, 2004. 
 
# The Architecture of Calvin Pollard (1797-1850).  Study of a prolific and little-known New York 

City architect in practice during the second quarter of the nineteenth century.  Historic 
Preservation Thesis, Columbia University, 2003. 

 
# Historic Homes Tour 2000.  Photographed and presented photographic tour of Ossining’s historic 

residences.  The presentation included over 20 houses and featured building interiors and 
exteriors documenting Ossining’s architectural styles from pre-Revolutionary era through 1920s 
Neoclassical revival.  Ossining Historical Society and Ossining Public Library, 2000 and 2001. 

 
# Downtown.  Program on the historical development, growth and entrepreneurs of downtown 

Ossining during the nineteenth and early twentieth centuries.  Ossining Historical Society, 2000. 
 
# Images of America: Ossining Remembered, “Architectural Treasures,” Carl Oechsner, ed. 

Arcadia: Charleston, 2006 (Second Edition).  Overview of mansions and estates of Ossining in 
the nineteenth century. 

 
# Ossining, New York: Journey from Urban Renewal to Historic Preservation.  Pace University, 

1998. 
 
# Historic Destinations & Tourism of the Hudson River Town of Westchester.  Pace University, 

1998. 
 
# S. Marvin McCord, Ossining Architect. Pace University, 1997. 
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 SUSAN D. GRZYBOWSKI 

The Louis Berger Group, Inc.
 Assistant Director/Senior Archaeologist 
 
 
EDUCATION 
 
# Postgraduate study, Anthropology, State University of New York at Stony Brook, 1988-1989 
# M.A., Anthropology, State University of New York at Stony Brook, 1988 
# B.A., Psychology, Saint John Fisher College, 1981 
 
PROFESSIONAL AFFILIATIONS 

# Society for Industrial Archaeology (SIA) 
# Archaeological Society of New Jersey (ASNJ) 
 
PROFESSIONAL AWARDS 

# American Road & Transportation Builders Association (ARTBA), 2006, PRIDE Award, First Place 
for Public-Media Relations/Education, Potter’s Field Disinterment/Reinterment Project 

# American Council of Engineering Companies (ACEC), 2006, Secaucus Potter’s Field Disinterment 
and Reinterment Project, “Building With Respect,” National Finalist 

# Consulting Engineers Council of New Jersey (ACEC-NJ), 2006, Secaucus Potter’s Field 
Disinterment and Reinterment Project, “Building With Respect,” Grand Honor Award 

# American Cultural Resource Association (ACRA), 2005, Secaucus Potter’s Field Disinterment and 
Reinterment Project, Industry Award – New Jersey Turnpike 

# The Louis Berger Group, Inc., 2003, Technical Excellence Award 
# Consulting Engineers Council of New Jersey (CEC-NJ), 2001, Eighth Street Bridge Project, 

“Bridging Ancient Landscapes,” Distinguished Award 
 
PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE 
 
Ms. Grzybowski is responsible for the general management of Berger’s cultural resource operations in the East 
Orange, New Jersey, office.  She is responsible for overseeing archaeological research projects and historic 
preservation planning studies involving historic and prehistoric resources, as well as marketing and general 
business development in the Northeast and Middle Atlantic.  Her regional areas of expertise are New Jersey, 
Pennsylvania, Vermont, New Hampshire, and southern New York State, including New York City and its 
surrounding boroughs, Long Island, and the lower Hudson River watershed.  As project manager, her 
responsibilities include client and subconsultant coordination, technical oversight, financial and contractual 
administration, staffing and scheduling, and preparation of research proposals and cost estimates.  She also 
plans and conducts archaeological investigations of historic and prehistoric sites, and prepares technical 
reports and agreement documents in compliance with Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act, 
Section 4(f) of the U.S. Department of Transportation Act, and municipal, city, and state regulations.  Since 
joining Berger in 1989, Ms. Grzybowski’s major projects have included the following. 
 

Potter’s Field Disinterment and Reinterment, Secaucus, Hudson County, New Jersey.  Project 
Manager and Principal Investigator for the development and implementation of an innovative 
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disinterment and reinterment plan.  The plan utilized archaeological procedures to locate and exhume 
human remains and personal effects from unmarked grave shafts within the NJ Turnpike Authority’s 
3.0-acre parcel, and to transport and relocate the human remains to a new cemetery. The project 
involved assembling a team of over 100 field archaeologists and conducting pre-field planning and 
logistics, including preparation of a soil erosion and sediment control plan and a health and safety 
plan; staff training; geophysical and traditional surveying; coordination with the client and NJHPO; 
presentation of testimony before a Superior Court; public and media involvement; and oversight of 
general contractor/heavy equipment.  The project resulted in the exhumation of 4,571 sets of human 
remains, excavation of 2,693 grave shafts, and recovery of over 113,000 artifacts, conducted in a 
dignified, professional, and expedient manner.  The project has been heralded as the largest single 
disinterment in the United States and received national media attention.  It has received the 2005 
American Cultural Resource Association Industry Award and the 2006 ACEC New Jersey Grand 
Honor Award for Engineering Excellence. 

 
Cultural Resource Services and Section 106 Compliance, Sentinel Pipeline, New Jersey. Project 
Manager for the cultural resource surveys and Section 106 compliance activities for the proposed 
pipeline expansion in projects in Union and Somerset counties, New Jersey.  Project tasks included 
preparation of the APE, consultation with interested parties, background research for archaeological 
and historic architectural resources, field reconnaissance, data analysis and evaluation of resources, 
and technical report preparation in accordance with NJHPO guidelines.  For Williams Gas/Transco, 
Houston, Texas. 

 
Cultural Resource Survey, New Jersey Turnpike Widening Interchanges 6 – 8A.  Cultural 
Resource Task Manager responsible for the identification and evaluation of archaeological and 
historic architectural resources along the proposed project’s 35-mile-long corridor.  Coordinated and 
supervised extensive background research of the three-county area traversed by the proposed project, 
review of Turnpike As-Built plans from 1949-1950, field investigations for above and below ground 
cultural resources, assessment of potential project impacts, technical report preparation, and 
preparation of existing conditions and assessment of impacts for EIS.  For the New Jersey Turnpike 
Authority.   

 
Goethals Bridge Replacement EIS, New York and New Jersey.  Cultural Resource Task Manager 
responsible for the identification of archaeological resources within the study corridor connecting 
Staten Island, New York, to Elizabeth, New Jersey.  Supervised the background research, Phase I 
archaeological fieldwork, data analysis, preparation of the technical report of findings, and the impacts 
and evaluation sections of the EIS.  For the Port Authority of New York and New Jersey. 

 
Former Hercules Incorporate Facility, Burlington County, New Jersey.  Project Manager and 
Senior Archaeologist responsible for consultation/coordination with NJHPO and preliminary review of 
information concerning the history and use of the former industrial facility and its potential to contain 
archaeological resources, development of an archaeological research design, and implementation of 
the Phase IB archaeological survey.  Project resulted in the discovery of a disturbed multi-component 
(historic and prehistoric) archaeological site along the banks of the Delaware River.  Through close 
coordination with the NJHPO, Berger was successful in addressing NJHPO concerns in an expedient 
manner, allowing the client to proceed with site remediation activities without a delay in the project 
schedule.  For Burlington Neck LLC and Wolff & Samson PC. 
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First Presbyterian Church Cemetery, Newark, Essex County, New Jersey. Project Manger and 
Senior Archaeologist responsible for overseeing the administrative and technical aspects of the 
disinterment of human remains from the nineteenth-century First Presbyterian Church Cemetery in 
downtown Newark, New Jersey.  Berger’s archaeological investigations involved the careful use of 
heavy machinery and conscientious hand excavation of individual grave shafts, using shovels, trowels, 
and brushes.  Photodocumentation and standardized burial forms were also completed for each 
shaft/burial.  After 21 days of intensive field efforts, Berger’s team of approximately 30 
archaeologists and field technicians identified 582 grave shafts, including one crypt, and exhumed the 
remains of  510 individuals.  For Langan Engineering and Environmental Services, Elmwood Park, 
New Jersey.

 

Phase I Archaeological Investigations for the Proposed Fence Enclosure of the First 
Presbyterian Church Grounds, Elizabeth, Union County, New Jersey.  Project Manager and 
Senior Archaeologist responsible for developing a set of solutions to enhance the protection of  the 
burial grounds without impacting the visual, archaeological, or historical significance of this site, 
which is listed in the State and National Registers of Historic Places.  The Church and its graveyard 
date back to 1666 and were the site of important events during the Revolutionary War.  Through close 
coordination with the church clergy and NJHPO, Berger was successful in obtaining a determination 
that the final plans and specifications for the installation of fencing did not constitute an encroachment 
pursuant to the NJ Register of Historic Places Act, Laws of 1970, Chapter 268, C.13:1B-15.131.  For 
the First Presbyterian Church of Elizabeth, Elizabeth, New Jersey. 

 
Emergency Recovery and Archaeological Monitoring, Martin Luther King, Jr. Elementary 
School (Public School No. 6). City of Passaic, Passaic County, New Jersey.  Project Manager and 
Principal Investigator.  The New Jersey School Construction Corporation (NJSCC) contacted Berger 
to perform emergency excavations and exhumations of two sets of human remains discovered during 
the trenching for a utility line.  Following clearance and inspection by the local police and Medical 
Examiner, Berger’s team was able to exhume the remains of two Caucasian adult males from two 
parallel grave shafts.  Berger’s swift efforts allowed construction of the new school addition to resume 
within one day and allowed the elementary school to open as scheduled.  Subsequent investigations in 
the school yard recovered scattered remnants of a third individual.  All three sets of human remains 
were respectfully reburied during a quaint ceremony and blessing at Monument Park on River Drive 
with the assistance of NJSCC, Berger, City Historian, City DPW, and local clergy.  

 
# Historic Burial Ground Restoration, Franklin Township, New Jersey.  Project Manager and 

Senior Archaeologist for the restoration and transformation of a small, rural burial ground associated 
with the original Eldert Smith-Bennett farmsteads in central New Jersey.  The small, isolated burial 
ground dating to a period from 1797 to the mid-nineteenth century contains nearly 40 gravestones of 
family members and several other unmarked stones likely associated with the unknown descendants 
and/or servants who once farmed this land.  The project involved extensive site clearing, survey and 
mapping of all gravestones, recordation and photodocumentation of each gravestone, cleaning and 
restoration of gravestones, resetting and stabilization of gravestones, sealing the historic ground 
surface, oversight of the final landscape plan, and installation of a bronze memorial plaque relating the 
history of the burial ground.  The roughly 0.3-acre parcel, situated in the midst of a new gated 
community, was transformed into a passive recreational park for the residents that both complements 
the overall design of the development and respects those individuals interred in this hallowed ground.  
The project also involved working closely with a living linear descendant of the Smith family and 
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other interested parties.  For Centex Homes. 
 
# Monitoring and Rehabilitation of the Colt Gun Mill Site, City of Paterson, New Jersey.  Cultural 

Resource Task Manager for the monitoring of debris removal activities, mapping, salvage, and 
rehabilitation of the 1836 Colt Gun Mill site.  For the City of Paterson in conjunction with the 
National Park Service and New Jersey Historic Trust. 

 
# Cultural Resource Assessment: Atlantic City Expressway, Atlantic County, New Jersey.  Project 

Manager for field inspection, background research, and preparation of technical report for Phase IA 
archaeological investigation.  For the South Jersey Transportation Authority. 

 
# Phase I and II Archaeological Investigations, Route 47 Improvements, Glassboro, New Jersey. 

 Project Manager/Principal Investigator for the archaeological survey and evaluation of the Stanger 
Glassworks vicinity, which was historically significant both in the development of the glass industry in 
New Jersey and the growth of the town of Glassboro.  For the New Jersey Department of 
Transportation.  

 
# Archaeological Survey and Historic Architectural Assessment, Interstate 676 and Martin 

Luther King Boulevard, Camden, New Jersey.  Project Manager for Phase I archaeological survey 
and historic architectural assessment of 74 historic properties.  For the New Jersey Department of 
Transportation. 

 
# New Jersey Route 21(5), City of Newark, Essex County, New Jersey. Project Manager for 

completion of Phase II archaeological evaluations, Route 21(5) TSM improvements.  For the New 
Jersey Department of Transportation. 

 
# Cultural Resource Screening: Environmental Constraints Study, Route 322 Corridor, 

Gloucester County, New Jersey.  Cultural Resource Task Manager for field inspection, background 
research, and preparation of cultural resource constraints report.  For the New Jersey Department of 
Transportation.  

 
# Historic American Engineering Record Documentation, Lembeck & Betz Eagle Brewery, 

Jersey City, New Jersey.  Project Manager for HAER documentation of the late nineteenth- and early 
twentieth-century industrial complex, which was once the fourth largest brewery in New Jersey.  For 
the Jersey City Redevelopment Agency. 

 
# Historic American Building Survey Documentation, Veterans Memorial Home, Menlo Park, 

New Jersey.  Project Manager for emergency HABS documentation of the New Jersey Home for 
Disabled Soldiers, the third such facility built in 1931-1932 by the State of New Jersey to shelter its 
war veterans.  For the State of New Jersey, Department of Military and Veterans Affairs. 

 
Secaucus Potter's Field Cemetery-Building With Respect.  Presented at the 2nd Annual New York 
City Transit CPM Environmental Engineering Conference, New York City, June 2006. 


