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People walk past One World Trade Center on its opening day. Photo: Getty Images 

By Steve Cuozzo 

On Day One of the new Downtown, the boundless blue sky over what was once called 
Ground Zero said it all. 

The most heart-wrenchingly-wrought new building in New York City history never had a 
heartbeat of its own — until now. 

On 9:30 Monday morning, under a dome as clear as the one on 9/11, Condé Nast CEO 
Charles Townsend led a handful of company suits through a revolving door into One 
World Trade Center. A few dozen more Condé Nast workers followed. 

And with that, the 1,776-foot-tall skyscraper — a poisoned political football for a decade, 
uprooted from its original site, tossed between reluctant owners and redesigned so 
many times that its chief architect all but disowned it — became a real office building. 
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Not just any office building but an “icon.” Port Authority Executive Director Patrick Foye 
and Durst Organization Chairman Douglas Durst were on hand to proudly tout their 
edifice where 3,000 workers will employees of Conde Nast and other companies will 
soon move in and zillions will flock to its rooftop observatory and restaurant. 

But the low-key ceremony drew no elected officials, no power brokers who played past 
roles in the skyscraper’s tormented creation, no architects, no marquee-name Condé 
Nast editors or Newhouse family members, who upended perceptions of downtown 
Manhattan by bravely deciding to move there. 

None were needed. The first stirrings of life in the skyscraper’s soaring marble lobby 
were testament enough to the victory the completed tower represents. The area’s 
reinvention as a unique, mixed business and residential community, active day and 
night, is already so fully realized that 1 WTC’s opening might almost seem like icing on 
the cake. 

But it’s the icing we’ve waited for ever since the first “Freedom Tower” plans were drawn 
up 10 years ago. Damn it, we wanted our skyline back! 

One World Trade, along with the other new cloudbusters around it and rising, more than 
fill the void left by the Twin Towers. And — Anna Wintour would surely agree — they’re 
a lot prettier, too. 
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